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HIS GRACE, 

JOHN, 

Duke of Bedford^ Marquis of Tavijock^ 
Earl of Bedjordy Baron RuJfcU Baron 
Rujfel of ’Thorfihaughy and Baron 
Hmidandy of Streathamy 

One of His Majefty s Principal Secre- 
taries of State ; and Lord-Lieutenant, 
and Cuftos Rotulorum of the Coun- 
ty of Bedford. 


My LORD, 

following Narrafiiye df a 
JL very Bngular naval atchieve- 
•ment is addrefled to Your Grace, 
both on account of the infihite obli- 
g^tbns which the Commander in 
'Chief at all times profefits to have re- 
ceived from your J^iendlhip ; hnd alfo, 
as the Subjed itfclf nattiraily claims the 
•patronage of One, uiidCf whofc di- 
A a reclioii, 



dedication, 

reaion, the Britip Navy has refumcd 
its ancient Spirit and LuftrCj and has 
in one fummer ennobled itfelf by two 
viaories, the moft decifive, and {if the 
ftrength and number of the captures 
be confidered) the moft important^ that 
are to be met with in our Annals* 
Indeed, an uninterrupted feries oi fuc- 
cefs, and a manifeft fuperiority gained 
univerfally over the enemy, both in 
commerce and glory, feem to be the 
peceffary effeas of a revival of ftrid 
difeipline, and of an unbiaffed regard 
to merit and fervice. I'hefe arc marks 
that muft diftinguifti the happy period 
of time in which Your Grace prefided, 
and afford a fitter fubje^t for hiftory, 
than for an addrefs of t^s nature. Very 
fignai advantages of rank anddiftindlion, 
obtained and fecured to the naval pro- 
feflion by your Grace’s aufpicious in- 
finence, will remain a lafting mom*- 
nient of Ypur unwearied zeal and at* 
tachment to it, and be for ever 
^joento ed with, the higheft gratitude> 
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ty all who fhall be employed in it. As 
thefe were the generous rewards of paft 
exploits, they will be Hkevvifc the 
nobleft incentives, and lureft pledges 
of the future. That Your Grace’s 
eminent talents, magnanimity, and dif- 
intcrefted zeal, whence the Public has 
already reaped fuch fignal benefits, may 
in all times prove equally fuccefsful in 
advancing the profperity of Great-* 
Britaj?/, is the ardent wi(h of, 

My LORD, 

Tour Grace’s 
MoJ^ obedient, 

Mofi devoted, 

A Nff 
* 

Mofi humble Servant, 


Richard Waltrr. 



Advertifement. 


^ J ^HE Plates in the Quarto Edition 
Jpl"' ‘heing too' numerous and large 
td15e folded in an 0£tavo Volume, it 
has been thought proper to infert only 
two Charts, of the moft general Ufe, 
together with an additional Chart, 
fliewing the Track of the Centurion 
round the World : ' But the Reader is 
defired to take Notice, that the Re-^ 
ferences to all the Plates are continued 


in this Edition ; and compleat Setts of 
them are ibid at 7 j, 6 d, each in boards^ 
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INTRODUCTION. 


N Otwichftanding the great improvement of 
Navigation within the laft two Centuries, a 
Voyage round the World is ftill confidered 
asanenterprizeof fo vety fingulara nature, that the 
Public have never failed to be extremely inquifnive 
about the various accidents and turns of fortune, 
with which this uncommon attempt is generally 
attended. And though tlie amufement cxpeclcd in 
thefe narrations, is doubtlefsone great fource ot that 
curio0ty, with the bulk of readers i yet the more 
intelligent part of mankind have always agreed, that 
from accounts of this nature, if faithfully executed, 
the more important purpofes of Navigation, Com- 
merce, and national intereft may be greatly pro- 
moted ; For every authentic defcrijpciQn of foreign 
coafts and countries will contribute to one or more 
of thefe great ends, in proportion to the wealth, 
wants, or commodities of thofe countries, and our 
ignorance (rf thofe coails 5 and therefore a Voyage 
round the World promifes a fpecies of information 
of aU others the moft dcfirable and interelVmg: fince 
groat pfart of it is performed in fcas, w ith which we 
are as yet but very imperfcdliy acquainted, and in 
the neighimirhood ci », country renoirnedfor the 
ahuadance of its wealth, though k h &m« 

time 
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time ftigmatifed for its poverty, in the neceiTariee 
and conveniences of a civilized life. 

Thefe co'nfiderations have occafioned the com- 
piling the enfuing work ; which, in gratifying the 
inquifitivedifpofition of mankind, and contributing 
to the fafety and fuccefs of future navigators, and to 
the extenfion of our commerce and power, may 
doubtlefs vie with any narration of this kind hither- 
to made public ; Since as to the firfl: of thefe heads 
it may well be fuppofed, that the general curiofity 
hath been ftrongly excited by the circumftances of 
this undertaking already known to the world j for 
whether we confider the force of the fquadron fent 
on this fervice, or the diverfified diftielles that each 
fingle (hip was feparately involved in, or the un- 
common inftances of varying fortune, which at- 
tended the whole enterprize, each of thefe ardtles, 

I co-nceive, muft, from its rude, well-known out- 
lines, appear worthy of a compleater and more 
finilhed delineation ; And if this be allowed with re- 
fpeft to the narrative part of fhe work, there can 
be no doubt about the more ufcful and inftrudtive 
parts, which are almoft every Where interwoven' 
with it : for I can venture to affirm, without feat* 
of being contradicted on a cornparifoB, that no 
voyage hitherto pubhlhed, furnifhes fuch a'rttilnAbcr 
of views of land, foundings, draughts of rdsds'dnd 
ports, charts, and other materials, forthe improve- 
ment of Geography andNavigation, astaedoiteiined 
in the enfuing volume j which are the more valuabfe 
too, as the greateft part of them relate to fuch 
Iflands or Coafts, as have been hitherto not at all 
©rerfoneoufly defer ibed, and where the w'ant of fuf- 

ficient 
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fidenc and authentic information might occafioti 
future enterpizes to prove abortive, perhaps with 
the dettrudion of the fliipi and men employed 
therein. 

And befidcs the number and choice of thefe ma- 
rine drawings andiiefcriptioas there is another very 
elfential circumil.mce belonging to them, which 
much enhances their worthy and that is, the great 
accuracy with which they were executed. 1 lliall 
exprefs my opinion of them ia this particular very 
imperfedly, when I fay that they arc not exceeded, 
and perhaps not equalled, by any thing of this na- 
ture which hath as yet been communicated to the 
world: For they were not copied trnm the works 
of others, or compofed at home from impel feel ac- 
counts, given by incurious and uidkillfui ohftrvtT.% 
(a pradtice too frequent in thcle matters) but the 
grejtteft part of them were delineated on the fpot, 
with the utmoft exadnefs, by the dircdbii, and 
pnder the eye, of Mr. Awfin himfelf j and where (as 
is the cafe in chfce or four of them) they have been 
done by }cfs fl-.illtul hands, or wcic lound in pof- 
feiBonc^ theenrniy, and cojih-qucmiy their juilnefs 
could be kfs rcht-d on, I liave alwajs taken care to 
apprize the rcuder of it, and to put him on bjs 
guard againfl giving entire credit to them-, -aicho’ 
I doubt not, but thefe ids a'lEhcntic draughts, thus 
cautioufly mferted, are to the full as corred as tbofe 
which are ufuaily pubiifhed on ihetc occafions. For 
as adual furveys of roads and harbouis, and nice 
and t^ritical delineations of views of land, take up 
touch time and attention, and require a good degree 
pf ikill both in planning and drawing, thofe who 
d^sfeftive in indpftry and ability, foppiy thefe 

wants 
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wants by boldconje£turcs andfi£titious def-nptionsj 
and as they can be no otberwife confuted than by 
going on the fpot, and running the rifque of fuf- 
fermg by their raifinformation, they have no appre- 
henfions of being detefced; and therefore, when 
they intrude their fuppofititious produdtions on the 
public, they niake no confcience of boafting at the 
fame time, with how much Ikill and care they arc 
performed. But let not thofe who are unacquainted 
with naval affairs imagine, that irapofitions of this 
kind are of an innocent nature •, for as exadh views 
of land are the fureft guide to a feaman, on a coaft 
where he has never been before, all Baions in fo in- 
terefting a matter inuR be attended with numerous 
dangers, andfometimeswiththedefl;rufl:ionof thofe 
who are thus unhappily deceived. 

Befides thefe draughts of fuch places as Mr. Anfatt 
or the fhips under his coram^d have touched'at in 
the courfe of this expedition, and the defcriptions 
and diredlions relating thereto, there is inferted, in 
the enfuing work, an ample account, with a chart 
annexed to it, of a particular navigation, of whteti 
hitherto little more than the name has been known, 
except to thofe immediately employed in it r I mean 
the track defcubed by the Manila fcip, in her paf- 
lage to JcapulcOi through the northern part of the 
Pacific Ocean. This material article is eeHlsiifted 
from the draughts and journals met with on bbkrd 
the' Manila galeon, founded on the experience of 
more than a hundred and fifty years praftice, and 
' cqrrobo. ated in its prihcipal circumftances by the 
cqneutrenc evidence of all ihtSpamJh prilbncrsaken 
■ in that vefiej. And as many of their journals, 
■:'whic|t li^ve exami.ned, appear to have been not ill 
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kept i I prefume, the chart of that northern Ocean, 
and the particulars of their route through it, may 
"be very fafely relied on by future Navigators. The 
advantages which may be drawn from an exaft 
knowledge of this navigation, and the beneficial 
prqjefts that may be formed thereon, both u' war 
and peace, are by no means proper :o be difcufled 
in this place : But they will eafily ofFe!* clienfclves 
to the fkiliful in maritime afFai”s. However, as the 
Manila ftiips are the only ones v/’ ich have ever 
traverfed this vatt ocean, excetit a v'rench ilraggler 
or two, which, have been afterwards icizt-d on the 
coaft of Mexico., and U', during near two ages, in 
which this trade ha. been carried o *, the Spanhris 
have, with the greateft care, fccreted all rcount j of 
their voyages frorn the roll of the world ; tl^eie rea- 
fons alone would authorize the mlertion of thofe 
papers, and would recommend them to the inqui- 
fitivc, as a very great improvement in Geography, 
and worthy of attention from the fingukntyof many 
circumftanccs therein recited. . I muft add too 
(what in my opinion is far from bemg the leaft re- 
commendation of thefe materials) that the obferva- 
tions of the variation of the compafs in that Ocean, 
which are laid down in the chart from theft 
journals, tend greatly to compleat the general fyftem 
of the magnetic variation, of infinite import to the 
commercial and lea-faring part of mankind. Thefe 
obfervations were, though in vain, often publickiy 
called for by our learned countryman the late Dr. 

and to* his immortal reputation they confirm, 
as for as riicf «3tt»nd, the wooded ui faypothefis he 
had eoiwtained dtt'ihia head, and.wfry nea.rly.cor- 
ief^dmi|ieirquaneiif,jto 
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fifhed above fifty years fince, long before he was ac- 
quainted with any one obfervation made in thofe 
feas. The afcertaining the variation in that part of 
the world is juft now too of more than ordinary con- 
fcquencc, as the Editors of a new variation-chart 
lately publiflied, have, for want of proper informa- 
tion, been milled by an erroneous analogy, and 
have miftaken the very fpecies of variation in that 
northern ocean ; for they make it wefterly where it 
is eafterly, and have laid it down 12® or 13® diffe- 
rent from its real quantity. 

Thus much it has been thought necellary to pre- 
mile, withregard totheHydrographicaland Geogra- 
phical part of the eafuing work ; which it is hoped 
the reader will, on perufal, find much ampler and 
more important than this flight Iketch can well ex- 
plain. But as there are hereafter occafionally inter- 
Iperfed fome accounts of Sfanijh tranfadions, and 
many obfervations relating to the difpofition of the 
American Spaniaris, and to the condition of the 
countries bordering on the Scuth-Seast and as herein 
I may appear to difier greatly from the opinions ge- 
nerally eftablifhed; I think it behoves me particu- 
larly to recite the authorities I have been guided by 
in thefe matters, that I may not be cenfured, as 
having given way either to a thcughtlefs credulity 
on one hand, or, what would be a much more cri- 
minal imputation, to a willful and deliberate mif- 
reprefcntation on the other. 

Mr: Anfm^t before he fee fail upon this expedi- 
tion, befides the printed journals to thofe parts, 
took care to furnilh bimfelf with the beft manu- 
feripe accounts he could procure of all the Spanifo 
fettlcments uponchecoaftsof Cbilit PerUf andihfm- 
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eo : Thefe he carefully compared with the exanv- 
nations of his prifoners, and the informations of fe- 
veral intelligent peifons, who fell into his hands in 
the Soulh Seas. He had 1 kewife the good fortune, 
in fome of his captufes, to pofllf him'elf of a great 
number of letters and papers of a public nature, 
many of them written by the Viceroy tjf Peru to the 
Viceroy of Sama Fee^ to the Prefidents of Panamei 
and CM/, to Don Bl fs e’e Lezo, admiral of the 
galeons, a d to divers other perfons in confiderable 
employments ; and in thefc letters there was ufu.illy 
infert-.da recital of thole they were inttn !ed to an- 
fwer j fo that they contained no fmall part of the 
correfpondcnce between thofe officers for fome time 
previous to our arrival on that coaft : Wc took, be- 
fides, many letters fent from peifons entrufted by the 
Goveinment to their friends and erretj on- 
dents, which were frequently filled with narrations 
of public bufinefs, and fometitnes contained undif- 
guifed anitnadvOrfioftS on the views ar.d condud of 
their fuperiors From thefe materials rhr,f- accounts 
of the Sfamjh affairs arc drawn, whivh may at firft 
fight appear the moft exceptionable. In particular, 
the hiftory of the various cafoalties, which bftfel 
Ptzarro'i fquadron, is for the moft pai t cOtnpofed 
from intercepted letters. 1 hough indeed the re- 
lation of the infurredlion of Oreilana and his fol-* 
lowers, is founded on rather a left difpurable autho* 
rity ; For it was taken fiom the mouth of an 

Gentleman then on board Pizano, who often 
conVei^S with Orellana ; and it was, upon inquiry* 
corBirrfted ih it’s principal circumftances by others 
Vrho itif fliip at the fattie itoe .* fo that th# 
B faft* 
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fa£t, however extraordinary, is, I conceive, not to 
be contefted. 

And on this occafion I cannot but mention, that 
though I have endeavoured, with my utmoft care, 
to adhere ftndtly to truth in every article of the en- 
fuing narration ; yet I am apprehenfive, that in fo- 
complicated a woi k, ibme overfights muft have been 
committed, by the inattention to which at times 
all mankind are liable. However, I am as yet con - 
fcious of none but literal and infignificant miftakes ; 
And if there are others more confiderable, which 
have cfcaped me ; I flatter myfelf they are not of 
moment enough to affcift any material tran faff ion, 
and therefore I hope they may juftly claim the rea- 
der’s indulgence. 

After this general account of the enfuing work, it 
might be expected, perhaps, that I fhould proceed 
to the work itfelf, but 1 cannot finifh this Intro- 
dudlion, without adding a few reflexions on a mat- 
ter very nearly conneXed with the prefent fubjeX j 
andi as I conceive, neither deftitute of utility, nor 
unworthy the attention of the public ; 1 mean, the 
animating my countrymen both in their public and 
private ftations, to the encouragement and purfuit 
of all kinds of geographical and nautical obferva- 
tions, and of every fpecies of mechanical and com- 
mercial information. It is by a fettled attachment 
to thefe feemingly minute particulars, that our am- 
bitious neighbours have eftablifhed feme part of that 
power with which we are now ftruggling : A nd as we 
have.the means in our hands of purfuing thefe feb- 
jeXs more effeXually, than they can, it would be a 
dilhonour to us longer to negleX fo eafy and bene- 
ficial 
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gdal a praftice. For, as we have a navy much 
more numerous than theirs, great part of which is 
always employed in very diftant nations, either in 
the protedion of our colonies and commerce, or in 
affifting our allies againft the common enemy j this 
gives us frequent opportunities of furnifliing our- 
felves with fuch kind of materials, as are here re- 
commended, and fuch as might turn greatly to our 
advantage either in war or peace. Since, not to 
mention what might be expefted from the officers 
of the Navy, if their application to thefe fubjefts 
was properly encouraged, it would cieate no new 
expence to the Government to ellablifh a particular 
regulation for this purpofe ; as all that would be re- 
quifite, would be conftantly to embark on board 
fome of our men of war, which are fent on thefe , 
diftant cruifes, a perfon who with the charader of 
an engineer, and the fkill and talents ncceflary to 
that profeffioo, ffiould be employed in drawing fuch 
ebafts, and planning fuch harbours, as the fiiip 
Ihould touch at, and in making fuch other obfer- 
vatipns of all kinds, as might cither prove^f ad-* 
vantage td future Navigators, or mightyi^ ways 
tend to promote the public fervice. Perfons habi- 
tuated to thefe operations (which could not fail ac 
the fame time of improving them in their proper 
bufinefs) would be extremely ufcful in many other 
lights, befides thofe already mentioned, and might 
tend to fecure our fleets from thofe difgraccs, with 
which their attempts againft places on ftiore have 
been often attended. And, in a Nation like ours, 
where all fciences are more eagerly and oniverfally 
purfued, and better underftood than in any other 
B a part 
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part of the world 5 proper fubjeds for thefe empIoT/- 
ments could not long be wanting, if due encou- 
ragement were given to them. This method here 
recommended is known to have been frequently 
pradifed by the French ; particularly in the inftance 
of Monf. Frazier^ an Engineer, who has publilhed 
a .celebrated voyage to the South-Seas : For this per- 
fon, in the year 1711, was purpofely fent by the 
French King into that country on board a merchant- 
man, that he might examine and defcribe the coaft, 
and take plans of all the fortified places ; the better 
to enable the French to profecute their illicit trade, 
or, on a 'rupture between them and the court of 
Spain, to form their enterprizes in thofe leas with 
more readinefs and certainty. Should we purfoe 
this method, we might hope, that the emulation 
atnongft thofe who are commiffioned for thefe uh'- 
dertakings, and the experience, which even in the 
mpfl: peaceable intervals, they would hereby acquire, 
iqight aj procure us a proper number of able 
Engineers, and might efface the natjowal ftandal, 
which our deficiency in that fpecies of men has 
fometimes expofed us to : And furely, every ftep 
to, encourage and improve them, is of great moment 
to the publick •, as no perfons, when they are pro- 
perly inftruded, make better returns in war, for the 
diffindions and emoluments bellowed on them in time 
of peace. Of w hich the advantages the French have 
reaped from their dexterity (too numerous and re- 
cent to ’be foot! forgot) are an ample confirmation. 

,And having mentioned Engineers; or fetch as are 
fkilled in drawing, and the other ufual pradices of 
that profelTion, as the properefl perfons to be etn- 
p iyi^ ,;ia thefe foieign en^nkies, I cannot (as it 
' \ offers 
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offers itfelf fo naturally to the fubjeifl in hand) but 
lament, how very impcrfedl: many of our accounts 
of diftant countries are rendered by the rtlatois being 
unfkilled in drawing, and in the general piinciples of 
furveying j even where other abilities have not been 
wanting. Had more of our travellers been initiated 
in thefc acquirements, and had there been added there- 
to fome little {kill in the common aftronomical ob- 
fervations, (all which a perfon of ordinary talents 
might attain, with a very moderate fhare of applica- 
tion) we fhould by this time have feen the geography 
of the globe much correder than we now find it : 
the dangers of navigation would have been confi- 
derably lelTened, and the manners, arts, and pro- 
duce of foreign countries, would have been better 
known to us, than they are. Indeed, when I con- 
lider the ftrong incitements that all travellers have 
to purfue fome part at lead of thefe qualifications, 
efpecially drawing j when I confider how much k 
will facilitate their obfervations, affift and ftrengthen 
their memories, and of how tedious, and often un- 
intelligible, a load of defcription it would rid them j 
I cannot but wonder that any perfon, who intends to 
vifit diftant countries, with a view of informing ci- 
ther himfelf or others, Ihould be wanting in fo ne- . 
ceffary a piece of {kill. And to inforce this argument 
ftill further, I muft add, chat beJiidcs the ufes of 
drawing, already mentioned, there is one, which, 
tho’ pot fo obvious, is yet perhaps of more confc- , 
quence than all that has been hitherto urged s I mean 
the ftrength and ditlinguilHng power it adds to fome 
of our faculties. This appears from hence, that thofe 
jfvhp are ufed to draw objeds obferve them with more 
B 3 accuracy, 
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^pcuracy, than others who are not habituated to tha£ 
pradice. For we may eafily find, by a little experi- 
ence, that when we view any objed, however fimple, 
pur attention or memory is fcarcely at any time fo 
ftrong, as to enable us, when we have turned our 
eyes away from it, to recoiled ejtadly every part it 
confifted of, and to recall all the circumftances of it’s 
appearance fince, on examination, it will be difco- 
vered, that in fome we were miilaken, and others we 
had totally overlooked : But he that is accuftomed to 
draw what he fees, is at the fame time accuftomed 
to redify this inattention ; for by confronting his 
ideas copied on the paper, with the objed he intends 
to reprefent, he finds out what circuroftaqces havp 
deceived him in its appearance ; and hence he at 
length acquires the habit of obfervmg much more 
at one view, and retains what he fees with more 
porrednefs than he pould evef haye done, without 
his pradice and proficiency in drawing, 

If what has been faid merits the attention of Tra- 
^6|l?rs-of^all forts, it is, I think more particularly 
applicable to the gentlemen pf the'Navy j fince, 
without drawing and planning, neither charts nor 
views of land can be taken j and without thele it is 
fufficienrly evident, that navigation is at a full ftand. 
It is doubtlefi from a perluafion of the utility of 
thefe qualifications, that his Majefty has eftablifhed 
3 Drawing-Mafter at Portfmoutb, for the inftrpdion 
ofthofe, who are prefumed to be hereafter intrufted 
■^ith the command of his Royal Navy ; And tho’ 
fome have been fo far mifled, as to fuppofe,' that 
the psrfedion of Sea-oflicers confifted in a turn of 
paitid and temper rcfembling the boiflerous clement 
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they had to deal with, and have condemned all li- 
terature and fcience as effeminate and derogatory to 
that ferocity, which, they v.?ouId falfely perfuade 
tis, was themoft unerring cbaradleriilic of courage: 
Yet it is to be hoped, that fuch abfurdities as thefe 
have at no time been authorifed by the public opi- 
nion, and that the belief of them daily diminifhes. 
If thofe who adhere to thefe mifehievous pofulons 
were capable of being influenced by reafon, or 
fwayed by example, I ihould think it fufficient for 
their convidtion, to obferve, that the moft valuable 
drawings referred to in the following vvork, though 
done with fuch a degree of flcill, that even profefled 
artifts can with difficulty imitate them, were taken 
by Mr. Pierey Brett, one of Mr. Avfon's Lieutenants, 
and fince Captain of the Lion man of war 5 who, in 
his memorable engagement with the Elizabeth (for 
the importance of the fervice, or the refolution with 
which it was conduced, infeiior to none this age 
has feen) has given ample proof, that a proficiency 
in the arts I have been here recommending, is ex- 
tremely confiflient with the moft exemplary bravery, 
and, the moft diftinguifhed fkill in every fundton 
belonging to the duty of a Sea-officer, Indeed^ 
when the many branches of fcience are attended to, 
of which even the common pradlice of navigation is 
compofed, and the many improvements which men 
of fkill have added to this pradlice within thefe few 
years : It would induce one to believe, that the ad- 
vantages of reflexion and fpeculative knowledge 
were in no profeffion more eminent than in that of 
a fea-offi(Cer : For, not to mention^ fome otpertnefs 
jp get^raphy, geometry, and aftronomy, which it 
B 4 would 
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^ould be difhonourabJe for him to be without, (a? 
his journal and his eftinnate of the daily pofipon of 
the Ihip are founded on particular branches of thefe 
^rts) it may be well fupppfed, that thp management 
and working of a ihip, the difcovery pf her moft 
eligible pofition in the watpr, (ufually ftiled her 
Trim) and the difpofition of her faijs in the moft 
jidvantigeous manner, are articles, wherein th? 
Icnowlc^e of mechanic's cannot but be greatly af- 
liftanf. And perhaps the application of this kind 
pf knowledge to pavaj [ubjeds may produce as great 
improvements iaiiing ancj worjcing a fhip, as i|: 
has al)rfi$dy^4®he ip tPanjr other matters conducive 
to the cafe and convenience of human life. Since, 
^hen the fabric of a ihip and the variety of hep 
fails are copfjdered, together wi,th the a'rtiikiai cpn- 
priyancesfor adapting ihemtb her diferent motions, 
j?s jt(^i)nopbc doubted, but*, thefe things have beei| 
brought about ky more than ordiugr.y fag5w:ity and 

1 1 H I 

imjofi, pay End out the means of direaipg and dif- 
pofing this complicated mechanifin, much more 
advanwgcoufly than cap be done by mere habit, op 
by ^ fertile pppying of what others tpay perhaps 
have erroneoufly ppa^ifed in fimiiar epaorgepwifs. 
)^u£ ip is time to finilTh tbk digrfjpop, and W leayp 
phe reader to the perufal of tbeeijfuing work j whlcjbt 
wjth how Ihde art Ibpver it may be exeputed, wij| 
yot, from the jmportanpe of the iubjefft, apdtho 
^i|j,ty apd ejicelienoe ©f the materials, merit ifiMaae 
of the pulbJic attention. ' ‘ . 
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the equipment of the fquadron: The 
S3incidents relating thereto, from its firft 
umpqintijient, to its fetting fail from Sf, 

'5 

T K[E fquadron under the Command of 
/hfm (of which I here propoife to 
recite the /nofb material proceedings) 
haying undergone many changes in its deflination, 
|ts iofct ?j|d its .during the ten months 

between 
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between its original appointment and its final fail- 
ing from St. Helens ; I conceive the hiftory of 
thefe alterations is a detail neceflary to be made 
public, both for the honour of thofe who firft 
planned and piomoted this enterprize, and for the 
juftification of thofe who have been entrufied with 
its execution. Since it will from hence appear, 
that the accident the expedition was afterwards ex- 
pofed to, and which prevented it from producing 
all the national advantages the ftreng th of the fqua- 
dron, and the expeflation of the public, feemtd to 
prefage, were principally owing to a fenes of in- 
terruptions, which delayed the Commander in the 
courfe of his preparations, and which it exceeded 
his mmoft indullry either to avoid or to get re- 
moved. 

When in the latter end of the fummer, of the 
year 1739, it was forefeen that a war with Spefia 
was inevitable, it was the opinion of fome confi- 
derable perfons then trufied with the Adminift ra- 
tion of affairs, that the moft prudent flep the Na- 
tion could take, on the breaking out of the war, 
was attacking that Crown in her diftant fettlements j 
for by this means (as at that time there was the 
greateft probability of fuccefs) it was fuppofed 
that we fhould cut off the the principal refources of 
the enemy, and fhould reduce them to the necefli- 
ty of fincerely defiring a peace, as they would fiere- 
by be deprived of the returns of that treafure, by 
which alone they could be enabled to carry on a 
wan ' , < 

’ In pUrfuance of thefe femiments^ feveral pro- 
jofis were examined, and fcveral refolutions were 

taken 
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taken by the Council. And in all thefe delibera- 
tions it was from the firft determined, that George 
jinfon, Efq; then Captain of the Centurion, fliould 
be employed as Commander in Chief of an expe- 
dition of this kind : And he at that time being 
abfent on a cruize, a veflel was difpaiched to his 
nation lb early as the beginning of September, to 
order him to return with his Ihip to Pi^rtf/mulb. 
And foon after he came there that is, on the loth 
of November following, he received a letter fiom 
Sir Charles Wager, dire< 5 ling him to repair to 
don, and to attend the board of Admiralty : 
Where, when he arrived, he was infoimtd by Sir 
Charles, that two fquadrons would be iinme lately 
fitted out for two fecret expeditions, which how- 
ever would have feme connexion with eacli other : 
That he, Mr. Anfcn, was intended to command 
one of them, and Mr. Cornvsall (who hath fince 
loft his life glorioufly in the defi nee of his coun- 
try’s honour) the other : That the fquadron under 
Mr. Jnfon was to take on board three In 'ependent 
Companies of a hundred men each, and Bland‘% 
jre^ment of Foot: That Colonel' was Hke- 
wife to embark with his regimer.t, and to com- 
mand the land-forces : And that, as foon as this 
fquadron could be fitted for the lea, they were to 
fet fail, with exprefs orders to touch at 1 o place 
till they came to Java Head in the Eafl-Indies: 
That there they were only to ftop to take in water, 
and thence to proceed direflly to the city of Manila, 
b'tuated on Lucoma^ one of the Philippine Iflands : 
that the other fquadron was to be of equal /orce 
fivith this commanded by Mr. and was, in- 
tended 
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tended to pafs round Cape Borny into the South. 
SeaSf to range along that coaft ; and after ciuifmg 
jjpon the enemy in thofe parts, and attempting 
their fcttlements, this fquadron in its return was 
to rendezvous at Manila^ there to join the fquadron 
under Mr. Anfon^ where they were to refreft their 
men, and refit their /hips, and perhaps receive or- 
ders for other confiderable entcrprizes. 

This fcheme was doubtlefs extremely well pro- 
jefted, and could not but greatly advance the 
Public Service, and the reputation and fortune of 
thofe concerned in its execution ; for had Mr. Jn- 
fon proceeded for Manila at the time and in the 
manner propofed by Sir Charks Wager^ he would, 
in all probability, have arrived there before they 
had received any advice of the war between os and 
Spain, and confequently before they had been in 
the lead prepared for the reception of an enemy, 
or bad any apprehenfions of their danger. The 
city of Mamk might be well fuppofed to have 
been at that time in the fame defencelefs condition 
with all the other Spmijh fcttlements, juft at the 
breaking out of the war: That is to fay, their 
fortifications negledled, and in many places de- 
cayed ; their cannon difmounted, or rendered ufe* 
fefs by the mouldring of their carriages; their 
magazines, whether of military ftores or provifiop, 
all empty j their garrifons unpaid, and eonffr. 
qnently thin, ill affeded, and difpirited j and the 
myal chefts in Peruy whence alone all thefe dlf- 
prders could receive their redrefs, draitted to the 
bottom: This, from the intercepted lettera 
(tf tkir Viceroys and GoyeroOTs, it % well known 

'to 
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to have been the defencelefs ftate of Panama^ and 
the other Spanifi) places on the coaft of the Scutb- 
Sea, for near a twelvemonth after our delaration 
of war. And it cannot be fuppofed that the citjr 
of Manila, removed (lill farther by almoll half 
the circumference of the g’obe, fliould have ex- 
perienced from the Span'Jh Government a greater 
ihare of attention and concern for its fecurity, than 
Panama, and the other important ports in Peru 
and Chili, on which their pofleflion of that im- 
menfe eftipire depends. Indeed, it is well known, 
that Manila was at that time incapable of making 
any confiderable defence, and in all probability 
would have furrendered only on the appearance of 
our fquadron before it. The confequence of this 
city, and the ifland it Hands on, may be in fome 
meafure eftimated, from the known healthinefs of 
its air, the excellency of its port and bay, the num- 
ber and wealth of its inhabitants, and the very ex- 
tenfive and beneficltd commerce which it carries 
oh ixtthb prindpal Ports in the Eaji~ Indies, and 
China, and its exclufive trade to Jcapuko, the re- 
turns for which, being made in filver, are, upon 
the loweft valuation, not iefs than three millions of ' 
Dollars per annum. 

On this fcheme Sir Charles Wager was fo intent, 
that in a few days after this firft conference, that 
is, on November 18, Mf. Jnfonrtcdvtd an order to 
take under his command the Argyle, Severn, Pearl, 
laager, and ‘Trydl Sloop } and other orders were 
iffued to him in the fame month, and in the 
aember following, relating to the vidualling of 
tHk fquadron. But Mr. Anfin attending the Ad- 
miralty 
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miraky the beginning of Jammy, he was inform- 
ed by Sir Charles lV^ger„ that for reafons with 
which he, Sir Chirks^ was not acquainted, the 
expedition to Manila was laid aGde. It may be 
conceived, that Mr. Anfon was extremely cha- 
grined at the lofing the command of fo infallible, 
fo honourable, and in every refpedt, fo defirable 
an enterprize, efpecially too as he had already, at 
a very great expence, made the neceflary provi- 
lion for his own accommodation in this voyage, 
which he had reafon to exped would prove a very 
long one. However, Sir Charles, to render this 
difappointment in fome degree more tolerable, in- 
formed hirh that the expedition to the Smtb-Seas 
Was flill intended, and that he, Mr. Anfon, and 
his fquadron, as their firft deftination was now 
countermanded, fhould be employed in that fer- 
vice.. And on the loth of January he received his 
commilhon, appointing him Commander in Chief 
of the forementioned fquadron, which (the Argyh 
being in the courfe of their preparation changed 
for the Glouccfter) was the fame he failed with 
above eiglit months after from St. Helens. On 
.this change of deftination, the equipment of the 
fquadron was ftill profecuted with as much vigour 
as ever, and the viduailing, and whatever depen- 
ded Oft, the Commoiiore, was loon lb far advan- 
ced, that he conceived the (hips might be capable 
of putting to lea the inflanc he fliould receive 
his final orders, of which he was in daily ex- 
pedation. And at laft, on the 28th oi June 1740^ 
the Duke of Newcafile, Principal Secretary pf 

State, 
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State, delivered to him his Majefly’s inftruflions, 
dated January 31, 1739, with an additional in- 
ftrudtion from the Lords Juftices, dated June 19, 
1740. On the receipt of thefe, Mr. Anfon im- 
mediately repaired to Sptbead^ with a lefolution 
to fail with the firfl: fair wind, flattering himfelf 
that all his difficulties were now at an end. For 
though he knew by the mufters that his fquadroa 
wanted three hundred feamen of their compliment, 
(a deficiency which, with all its affiduity, he had 
not been able to get fupplied) yet, as Sir Charles 
Wager informed him, that an order from the board 
of Admiralty was difpatched to Sir John Norris 
to fpare him the numbers which he wanted, he 
doubted not of its being complied with. But on 
his arrival at Portfmouthy he found himfelf greatly 
miftaken, and difappointed in this perfuafion ; 
for on his application, Sir John Norris told him, 
he could fpare him none, for he wanted men for 
his own fleet. This.occafioned an inevitable and 
a very confiderable delay j for it was the end of 
July before this deficiency was by any means fup-* 
plied, and all that was then donej^as extremely 
fhort of his neceflities and expe6MR)n. For Ad- 
miral Balchen, who fucceeded tj^he command at 
Spithead^ after Sir John Nortis had failed to the 
weftward, inftead of three hundred able failors, 
which Mr. Anfon wanted of his complement, or- 
dered on board the fquadron a hundred and feventy 
men only •, of which thirty- two were from the 
hofpital and fick quarter, thirty-feven from the 
SaUJbury^ with three officers of Colonel Lowther'^ 
regiment, and ninety-eight marines, and thefe 

were 
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• were all that were ever granted to make up the 
fcretncntiomd deficiency. 

But the Commodore's mortification did not end 
here. It has been already obferved, that it was' 
at firft intended that Colonel Blancl’i regiment, 
and three independent compan es of a hundred 
men each, Ihould embark as land-forces on board 
the fquadron. But this difpofition was now chang- 
ed, and all the land-forces that were to be allowed, 
•were five hundred invalids to be colleded from 
the out penfioners of Cheifea college. As thefe 
out-penfioi ers confill of foldiers, who from their 
age, WoundSi or othet infirmities, ate incapable 
o? feVice in marching fegiments, Mr. Artfon was 
greatly chagrined at having fuch a dectepid de- 
tachment allotted him ; for he was fully pferfoad- 
ed that the greateft part of them would periflt 
long before they arrived at the feene of a£lion, 
fince the delays he had already encountered, ne- 
cellarily confined his pafiage round Cape Horn to 
the moft rigorous fcafon of the year. Sir Charles 
Wager too joined in opinion with the Commodore, 
that invalids were no ways proper for this fervice, 
and follicited ftrenuoufiy to have them exchanged : 
bht he was told that perfons, who were fuppoftd 
to be better judges of Ibldiers than he or Mr. Att» 
fon, thought them the propeteft men that tJOuH 
be employed on this occafion. And uptfn this 
determination they were ordered on boaid tht! 
fijQadron on the 5th of Auguft : But iilftead' df 
five hundred, there came on board Hq ifftbrd 
t^ hundred and fifty- nine j for 
limbs and iltength to walk otHt 

■ . . 9 feric4' 
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ierted, leaving behind them only luch as were h- 
terally in’.\'hds, moll of them being fixty years of 
age, :ir.d ibme of them upwards cf fevenry. In- 
deed it is dilfcuk to conceive a mere moving feene 
than the embarkation of thele unhappy veterans: 
they v/ere ikemfelves extremely averfe to the fervice 
they t^e e engaged in, and fully apprifed of all 
the diladers they weic afterwards expe'ed to j 
the apprehenfions of which v :re IVopgly maiked 
1/ t .e concern that appealed in their comrenan- 
res, which was mixed with no finall degree cf in- 
dignation, 10 be ties hi. 'lie' from thcii repo.'e in- 
to a fatipLing er' Im,, to vbi^k ncifl.t-r the itivntth 
of their i;n lie,, rr." t.ie vi^^^nnr of th^ir nnni’-:, \Mre 
any tvats pro_ oiri med, and where, without lec- 
ing the jace of an en'^my, or in tl‘e IcaR prompt- 
ing the fuccefb of the enteipilze, they would, in 
all probability, ufelcfsly peiiHi by lingering and pain, 
ful difealesj and this too, after they ha'l Jpenc 
the afiivity and flrengch of their youth in their coun- 
try’s fervivC. 

' I cannot but obferve, on this melanLhoIy inci- 
dent, how extremely unfortunate it was, both ,to 
this aged and difeafed detachment, and to the 
expedition they were employed in ; that amongfl: 
all the out'penfioners of Che'./ea Hofpital, which 
were fiippofed to amount to two ihoufand men, 
the moll crazy and infirm only Oiould be culled 
out for fo laborious and perilous ah undertaking. 
For it was well known, that however unfit, in- 
valids in general might be for th's fervice, yet fay 
a prudvnt choi. e, there might have be(:n found 
acnongH: them five hundi'cd men who had fume 
C rem-tins 
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remains of vigour left: and Mr. Anfon fully ex- 
pe£led, that the beft of them would have been al- 
lotted him ; whereas the whole detachment that 
was fent to him, feemed to be made up of the moft 
decrepid and miferable objeiSls that could be collect- 
ed out of the whole body ; and by the defertion 
■abovemencioned, thel'e were a lecond time cleared 
of that little health and itrength which were to be 
found amongft them, and he was to take up with 
fuch as were much fitter for an infirmary, than 
for any military duty. 

And here it is neceflary to mention another ma- 
terial particular in the equipihent of this fquadron. 
It was propofed to Mr. Anfcn, after it was re- 
folved that he fhould be fent to the South- Seas, to 
take with him two perfons under the denomina- 
tion of Agent Victuallers. Thofe who were men- 
tioned for this employment bad formerly been in 
the Sp-U'/JIs Wcfi Indies, in the South Sea Com- 
pany’s fervice, and it was fuppoftd that by their 
knowledge and intelligence on that coaft, they 
might often procure provifions for him by com* 
paCl with the inhabitants, when it was not to be 
■got by forcj of arms: Thefe Agent ViClualKrs 
were, for this purpofe, to be allowed to carry to 
the value of 15,000/, in merchandize on board the 
fquadron ; for they had reprefented, that it would 
be much eafur for them to procure provifions 
with goods, than with the value of the fame goods 
in money. Whatever colours were given to this 
fcheme, it was diilficult to pcrfuade the generality 
of mankind, that it was not principally intended 
for the enrichment of the Agents, by the benefi- 
cial 
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cial commerce they propofed to carry on \}|>on 
that coaft. Mr. Anfon from the beginning, 
jeiSed both to the appointment of Agent Vidual- 
lers, and the allowing them to carry a cargo on 
boaid the fquadron : For he conceived, that in 
thofe few amicable ports where the Iquadron might 
touch, he needed not their affiftance to contract 
for any piovifions the place afforded ; and on the 
enemy’s coaft, he did not imagine that they could 
ever procure him the necefiaries he ftiould want, 
unlefs (which he was refolved not to comply with) 
the military operations of his fquadron weie to be 
regulated by the ridiculous views of their tiading 
projeds. All that he thought the government 
ought to have done on this occafion, was to put 
on board to the value of 2 or ^cod only of fuch 
goods, as the Indians or the Spanijh Planters in 
the lefs cultivated part of the coaft, might be 
tempted with ; ftnee it was in fuch places only 
that he imagined it would be w?rth while to truck 
with the enemy for provifions: And in thefe places 
*it was fufEciently evident, a very fmall cargo would 
fuffice. 

But though the Commodore objeded both to 
the appointment of thefe officers, and to their 
projed, of the fuccefs of which he had no opi- 
nion; yet, as they had infinuated that their fcherae, 
befides vidualling their fquadron, might contribute 
to fettling a trade upon that coaft, which might be 
afterwards carried on without difficulty, and might 
thereby prove a very confiderable national advan- 
tage, they were much iiftened to by fome conflder- 
able perfons: And of the 15,000/. . hich was to 
C 2 be 
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be the amount of titci.- the Govensment 

agreed tvi advance upon ii.npreO:, and 

the remaining 5900 thev raned on bottomry bonds 5 
and the goods puicl<.' ed by tins ium, were all 
that weie ukcn to iea by the fyoaJron, how much 
foevcr the amou..; of tiiPi.i oii^ht be afterwaids 
magnified fay tcmr.n-.u rc> 1*. 

This cargo was at fiiil fi-Ap d on board the 
TFc^tr Stoie-fliip, and ore of tlie v/iAiafiLis ; no 
jjartof it being admiiicd on Loaro t!ic : or v;:r. 

But when the Ccmmodoie v.\s. at A. 
he coiifidercd, that in cafe tlie ll/'.dion ilu,. ' . be 
fepatated, it might be pretended that ibir,e of the 
{hips wfere difappointed of provifijnc f„r want of 
a cargo to truck wirh, and tiieret-rc h; difliibuted 
fome of the leaft bulky commod > ci. b-.ird the 
men of war, leaving the reniainder piii)f.ip.dly on 
board the where it was loll: And iiiore of 

the goods pcrifiiing by various accidents to be re-' 
cited hereafter, and no pait of them being dii'pofeti 
of upon the coafl:, the lew that came home to Eti^- 
land, did not produce, when fdd, above a fourth 
part of the oiig’nal price- So true was the Com- 
modoie’s judgment of the event of this projed, 
which had been by many confidcied as infallibly 
produflive of immenfe gains. But to return to the 
tranladlions at Bcrtfmsutb. 

To fupply tile place of thq two hunclrcd and 
forty invalids which had dclertcd, as is mentioned 
above, there were ordered on board two hundred 
and ten marines detached from dillerent regimenis s 
Thfife were raw and undifclplined men, for they 
were juft railed, and had fearedy any thing more 
6 of 
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of the ^o’dier than their regimentals, none of them 
having been fo far trained, as to be peimkted 
to fire I'he lal drt’chraent of thtfe n-arines 
came on boasd the C'.h of and on the 

loth the fquadroii fai’ed fiom Spuhad to St. Hc- 
kfi’s there to wait for a, wind to proceed on the 
exped'uoi. 

But the delays vre had already fuffered had not 
yei fpent all their infinence, for we '.vere now ad- 
vinced into a feafen of the year, when the vvelierly 
winds are u'ualiy very coni! an-, and very violent; 
and it vvrs ti'ought proper that wc fiiould put to 
fea in cc;rp;'.ny with the fleet commanded by Ad- 
miral i?c.f v.v,, and the v.:cpeJition under Lord Ctilh- 
caft. A.S w? made up in all twenty-one men of 
war, and a hundred and twenty-f ur fail of mer- 
chant-men and tranfpoit', we had no hopes of 
getting out of the Channel with fo large a num- 
ber of fliips without the continuance of a fair 
wind, for fome confid. table time. This was 
what we had every day lefs and lefs rcifon to ex- 
pe6l, as the time of the equinox drew near; fo 
that our golden dreams and our ideal pofieffion 
erf the Peruvian treafures, grew each day more 
faint, and the ditficulciei and dangers of tlie paf- 
fage round Cape /An? in the ‘.vinor feafon filled 
our imaginations in their room. For 1: was forty 
days fiom our arrival at St IdcLh's, to our final de- 
parture from thence: And even then (having or_ 
ders to proceed without I ord Cuihcart) we tided 
it down the Channel with a contrary wind. But this 
interval of forty days was not free from the dif- 
pigling fatigue of often fecting fail, and being as 
C 3 often 
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often obliged to return ; nor exempt from dan- 
gers, greater than have been fometimes tindergone 
in furrounding the globe. For the wind coming 
fair for the firft time, on the a 3d of Auguft^ we 
got under fail, and Mr. Balchsn Ihewed himfelf 
truly follicitous to have proceeded to fea, but the 
wind foon returning to its old quaiter, obliged us 
to put back to Bt. Helen's, not without confider- 
able hazard, and fome damage received by two of 
the tranfports who, in tacking, ran foul of each 
other. Befides this, we made two or three more 
attempts to fail, but without any better fuccefs. 
And, on the 6th of Septenthr, being returned to 
an anchor at St. Helen's, after one of thefe fruitlefs 
efforts, the wind blew fo frefh, that the whole 
fleet ftruck their yards and topmalls to prevent 
driving; Yet, notwithftanding this precaution, the 
Centurbn drove the next evening, and brought 
both cables a-head, and we were in po fmall dan- 
ger of driving foul of the Prince Frede}ick, a fe- 
venty gun Ihip, moored at a fmall diftance under 
oiir flern ; though we happily efcaped, by her 
driving at the fame time, and fo preferving her 
difiance : But we did not think ourfelves fecure» 
till we at laft let go the fheet anchor, which for- 
tunately brought us up. Plowever, on the 9th of 
September, we weie in fome dcgire relieved from 
this lingririg vexa.ious fituation, by an order which 
Mr, Ji/Jen received from the Lcrtls Juliices, to 
put to fea the firft opportunity with his own fqua- 
dron only, if Lord Cathcart fhould not be ready, 
d$eing thus freed from the troubk-fotne' company 
pi fb large a fleet, our Commodore refolved to 

■weigh 
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weigh and tide it down the Channel, affcon as the 
weather (hould become fufficiently moderate ; and 
this might eafily have been done with our own 
fquadron alone full two months fooner, had the 
orders of the Admiralty, for fupplying us with 
feamen, been punftually complied with, and had 
we met with none of thofe other delays mention- 
ed in this narration. It is true, our hopes of a 
fpeedy departure were even now fomewhat damped, 
by a fubfequent order which Mr. Atifon received on 
the 12th of September-, for by that he was required 
to take under his convoy the St. Albans with the 
^urky fleet, and to join the Dragon, and the Wtn- 
chefter, with the Streights and the American trade 
at Torbay or Plymouth, and to proceed with them 
to fea as far as their way and ours lay together. 
This incumbrance of a convoy gave us fome un- 
eafinefs, as we feared it might prove the means of 
lengthening our paflTage to the Madera^. How- 
ever, Mr. Anfon, now having the command him- 
felf, refolved to adhere to his former determina- 
tion, and to tide it down the Channel with the 
firfl: moderate weather j and that the jundion of 
his Convoy might occafion as little lofs of time 
as poflible, , he immediately fent diredions to Tor- 
bay, that the fleets he was there to take under his 
care, might be in a rcadinefs to join him inftantly 
on his approach. And at lad, on the 1 8th of Sep- 
tember, he weighed from St. IJek/ds j and though 
the wind was at firfl: contrary, had the good for- 
tune to get clear of the Channel in four days, as 
will be more particularly related in the enfuing 
chapter. 

C 4 Having 
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Having thus gone through tt a rtf^'ec'jve flcps 
taken in the equtpmer.t of this fquadron, it is fu di- 
den:];’ obvious how different an afpeCc this expedi- 
tion bote at its fi: ll appointment in the beginning of 
from wiiai it had in the iauer end of Sep- 
leisle/, wIkh it left ihr Channel 5 and iicw much 
its numbers, its fire gth, and the probabdity oi its 
fuccefs were dimtniflied, by the varu-Mts iiioideius 
which took place in that interval. For inrb'‘„!j of 
having all our old and oidinary fearntm rei.h nged 
for fuch as were young and able, (which d.e Citn- 
modore was at firfl protniied) and having our ijuin- 
bers compleated to their full complement, we were 
obliged to retain our firft crews, which were very 
indifferent and a deficiency of three hundred men 
in our numbers was no otherwife made up to us, 
than by fending us on board a hundicd and feventy 
men, the greateft part compofed of fuch as w’erc 
difeharged from hofpitais, or new-raifed marines, 
who had never beeii at fca before. And in the land- 
forces allotted to us, the change vvas fiill more dif- 
advantageous ; for there, inflead of three indepen- 
dent coatpanics of a hundred men each, and 
regiment of foot, which was an old one, we had 
only four hundred and feventy invalids and marines, 
one part cf them incapable of adlion by their age 
and infirmities, and the other part ufdefs by thdr 
ignorance of their duty. But the diminilbing the 
flrength of the fqnadron was rot the greateft iii- 
jconvenicncy which attended thole alterations j for 
the contefls, reprefentations, and dilBcuhies whidh 
tWey continually produced, (as we have above feen, 

■ hat in thefe cafes tlie authority of the Admiralty 

was 
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w"S no; d’vrys fubmitrcd t3)occafioned adday and 
wad of t 'ne, ’vhi>:h in its confer, uenccs was the 
fource of all the dr'aneis to which thi'^ cnterpri2e 
svas afierv/crds cxpokd ; For hy this inrsns we were 
obliged to make our pafiage round Cape Uotn in 
the mod texpdluous feafon of the year ; whence 
proceeded the reparation of our iquadron, the lofs 
of numbers of our men, and the imminent hazard 
of our total deftrudlion. By this delay too, the 
enemy had been fo well informed of our defigns, 
that a perfon who had been employed in the Ssiitb- 
Sea Company’s fcrvice, and arrived fiom Panama 
three or four days before we left Pot tfinoutb, was 
able to relate to Mr. Anfon moil of the particulars 
of thedefiination and ftrength of our fqiudron, from 
what he had karnt amongft the Spamardi befoiehe 
left them. And this was afterwards confirmed by 
a more extraordinary circumftance : For we fhall 
find, that, when the Spaniards (fully fatisfied that our 
expedition was intended for the SBUth~Seas)\\ 2 .d fitted 
out a fquadron to oppofe us, which had fo far got 
the flart of us, as to arrive before us off the IQand 
of Mcdcra^ the Commander of this fquadron was 
fo well inftiudled in the form and make of Mr. Ai',~ 
foa’s broad {.endant, and had iinita’cd it fo exaffly, 
that he thereby decoyed the Penrl, one of our Iqua- 
dron, witiiin gun-fliot of him, before the Captain 
of the PeaA was able to difeover bis mtftake. 


C H A t*. 



iS Ld. A NSON’s VOYAGE 


CHAP. IL 

The PalTagc from Sl Helen's to tiie I 3 and of 
Madera-, with a fliort account of that Ifland, 
and of our flay there. 

O N the i8th of September, 1740, the fquadron, 
as we have cbferved in the preceding chap- 
ter» weighed from St. He'en's with a contrary wind, 
the Commodore propofmg to tide it down the Chan- 
nel, as he dreaded Jefs the inconveniences he Ihould 
thereby, have to ftruggle with, than the rifle he 
fiiould run of ruining the enterprize, by an uncer- 
tain, and in all probability, a tedious attendance for 
a fair wind. 

The fquadron allotted to this fervice confifted 
of five men of war, a floop of war, and two vic- 
tualling Ihips. They were the Centurion of fixty 
guns, four hundred men, Geoi^c Anjon, Efq; 
Commander ; the Gloutejier of fifty guns, three 
hundred men, Rhbatd Norris Commander} the 
of fifty guns, three hundred men, the Ho- 
nourable EtizaurJ I.egg Commander } the Pearl 
of forty gur.s, two hundred and fifty men, Mnl- 
Hhizs Miieic! Commander 5 the IP’ager of twenty- 
eight guns, one hundred and fixty men,, t>andp 
Kidd Commander } and the ‘Tryall Sloop of eight 
guns, one hundred men, the Honourable John 
Commander } the two Viftoallers were 
Pinks, the largcft of about four hundred, and the 
9thcr of about two hundred tons burthen. Thefe 

were , 
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were to attend u?, till the provifions we had taken 
on board were fo far confumed, . s to make room 
for the additional quantity they cairieJ with tl.em, 
which, when we had taken into our fliips, they 
were to be dif-harged. Befides the complement 
of men borne by the abovementioned fhips as their 
crews, there were embarked on board the fqua- 
dron about four hundred and fcventy invalids and 
marines, under the denomination t f land forces, 
(as has been particularly mentioned in the pre- 
ceding chapter) which weie commanded by Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Oachercde. With this fquadron, 
together with the St. Alban's and the Lark, and the 
trade under their convoy, Mr. Anfon, after weigh- 
ing from St. H'-lenh, tided it down the Channel 
for the firft forty-eight hours ; and, on the 20th, 
in the morning, we difeovered off the Ram-Head 
the Dragon, Winebejier, South Sea Cajile, and Rye^ 
with a number of merchantmen under their Con- 
voy: Thefe we joined about noon the fame* day, 
pur Commodore having orders to fee them (to- 
gether with the St. Alhar^s and Lark ) as far into 
the fea as their courfe and ours lay together. 
When we came in fight ' of this kft mentioned 
fleet, Mr. Anfon firft hoifted his broad pendant, 
and was faluced by all the men of war in com- 
pany. 

When we had joined this laft Convoy, we 
made up eleven men of war, and about one hun- 
dred and fifty fail of merchantmen, confining of 
the Turky, the Streigbts, and the American trade. 
Mr. Anfon, xht fame day, made a fignal for all 
Captains of the men of war to come on board 

him, 
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'*i’ht;is L.- cY-]':vs.'ei! then uheir fighting and *aii- 
ing inlnuL'orr, and then, with a fair wind, we all 
ftood towaiJa the f)iJth-\7eft ; and the next day 
ac neen, beir.g t’ue ailb, we had run forty leagues 
from the IZ :::i Leir.g now clear of the land, 

cur Co3Ti.“cdo:e, to lender our ntore e::ttn- 
live, ouiered Cr.ptn.n rj ichj!, la the Per.rl, to 
make fail iv/o a-hiad of fhe fleet every 

morning, and to repair to his flation every even- 
■jng. Thus we pioceeded till the 2;,th, when 
the PJ'lnchefter and the Ammian Convoy made 
the concerted fignal for leave to feparate, winch 
being anfwered by the Commodore, they left us : 
As the St. Jlhenh and the Dragm, with the 2 " urLy 
and Streights Convoy, did on the 29th. After 
which feparation, there remained in company only 
our own fquadion and our two viGuallers, with 
which we kept on oin courfe for the Ifianci of Ma- 
dsra. Eut the winds s/ere fo contrary, tlirt we had 
the iro/tificaticn to be forty dajs in our paflage thi- 
ther fioni S:. though it is kiiown to be 

often done in ten or twelve. I'his delay was a 
moPc nnplcafing. cj:f:ur.a;'utret, prnduCivc of much 
dillontent r.i..] ill humeur .mtengn, cur people, of 
which tbofe only can b.ivc a tolerable idea, who 
have had the cxj tikr.re of a like f, nation. For 
befid'.'s the j)cevi!lu...is and dtfltonJency which 
loul and ctsutrarj w'r.dr-, and a iingring voyage 
never lai! to crcaie on .jli ocr.iflons, we, in pai ti- 
tular, had ve,y fublUnlia! icafons to be greatly 
alarmed at this unexpected imijcdiment. Since as 
V;e had departed from Enghimi much later than 
we ought: .to have done, we had -placed almofl: all 

our 
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cur hopes of fuccefs in the chunce of retrieving in 
fome meafure at fea, the li.Tie we had fo unhap- 
pily wafted at Spi’head and Si. Helen’s. However, 
at Lift, on Mj^idc-y OSioler the a^th, at Hve in 
the morning, we, to our great joy, made tlie 
land, and in the afternoon came to an anchor ui 
Made, a Roa^, in forty fathom water; the Bmzen- 
Hsnd bearing from us £. by S. the L'io N. N. W. 
and great church N. N. F. We had liirdly let go 
our anchor, when an Evghih privateer fioop lan un- 
der our ftern, and fainted the Commodore with 
nine guns, which v\e leturned with five. And, 
the next day, the Confii! of the Iftacd viGtlng the 
Commodore, v^'e faiuted him with nine guns on hn 
comic'g on board, 

Thi'j I Hand of M?de<-a^ where we are now ar- 
rived, is famous through all our A’i.encf,i feide- 
msnts for its excellent wines, which feem to be de- 
fjgned by J’rovidence for the reficftiment of the in- 
habitants of the Torrid Zone. It is ftuated in a 
fine climate, in the latitude of 32: 27 North; 
and in the longitiicie frem Lo:?di':: (by our di.Tcr- 
enr reckonings,) of i S'* 4 to 19" Wefl, though 
laid down in the Charts in It is compofed 

of one continued hill, of a con.fdnable height, 
exten ling it elf fiom Eafi: to Weft: The declivi- 
ty of which, on the South-f!«!e, is cultivated ami 
interfperfed with vineyards : And in the midft of 
this ilope the Merchants have fi::ed their countiy 
feats, which help to furm a very agreeaide prof- 
pedl. Theie is but one confi ierablc town in the 
whole Iftaiid; it is named i'oHi'biak, and is f'dtid 
oa.fhe fouth part of the !fi,tnd, at the bottom of 

a Lrce 
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3 large bay. Towards the fea, it is defended by a 
high wall, with a battery of cannon, befides a 
caftle on the Loo^ which is a rock (landing in the 
■water at a fmall diftance from the fliore. Fonchials 
is the only place of trade, and indeed the only 
place where it is poffible for a boat to land. And 
even here the beach is covered with large ftones, 
and a violent furf continually beats upon it ; fo that 
the Commodore did not care to venture the (hips 
long-boats to fetch the water off, there was fo much 
danger of their being loft 5 and therefore ordered 
the Captains of the fquadron to employ Poriuguefe 
boats on that fervice. 

We continued about a week at this Ifland, wa- 
tering our (hips, and providing the fquadron with 
wine and other refieftiments. Here on the 3d of 
November, Captain Richard Norris fignified by 
a letter to the Commodore, his defire to quit his 
command on board the Ghucefter, in order to re- 
turn to E'f'g\:r.d for the recovery of his health. 
This rtqueft the Commodore complied with •, and 
thereupon was pleafed to appoint Captain Matthew 
Mitch cl to command the Gkucejlcr in his room, 
and to remove Captain Kidd from the Wager to the 
Pearl, and Captain Murray from the Tiyall Sloop 
to the Wager, giving the command of the Fryall to 
Tieutenant Cheap. Thefe Promotions being fettled* 
with other changes in the Lieutenancies, the Com- 
modore, on the following day, gave to the Cap- 
tains their orders, appointing St. Jago, one of the 
CapedeVsrd I (lands, to be the firft place of ren- 
dezvous in cafe of reparation \ and diredling them, 

if 
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if they did not meet the Centurion there, to make 
the beft of their way to tlie Ifland of St, Catharine’s^ 
on the coaft of Brazil. The water for the fqua- 
dron being the fame day compleated, and each (hip 
fupplied with as much wine and other refrefhments 
as they could take- in, we weighed anchor in the 
afternoon, and took our leave of the Ifland of Ma- 
dera. But before I go on with the narration of our 
own tninfadlions, I think it necefliiry to give fome 
account of the proceedings of the enemy, and of 
the meafures they had taken to render all our de- 
figns abortive. 

When Mr. At’fon vlfited the Governor of Ma- 
dera, he receiv>.d information from him, that for 
three or four days, in the latter end of OStohe?\ 
there had appeared to the we Award of that Ifland, 
feven or eight fliips of the line, and a Patache, 
wh'ch lift was fcnr every day clofe in to make the 
land. The Governor afiured the Commodore, 
upon his honour, that none upon the Ifland had 
either given them intelligence, or had in any fore 
communicated with them, but that he believed 
them to be either French or Spanijht but was rather 
inclined to chink them Spanijh. On this intelli- 
gence, Mr. Anfcn lent an Officer in a clean flcop, 
eight leagues to the weftward, to reconnoitre them, 
and, if poflible, to difeover what they were ; But 
the Officer returned without being able to get a 
fight of them, fb that we ftill remained in uncer- 
tainty. However, we could not but conjedlure, 
that this fleet was intended to put a flop to our 
expedition, which, had they cruized to the eaftward 

of 
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of the ifland inftead of the weflward, they could 
not but have executed with gieat factlity. For a'-^ 
in that cafe, they muft have certainly fallen in with 
«s, we fhould have been obliged to thiow over- 
board vaft quantities of p;ovifion to clear out fhips 
for an engagement 5 and tliis alone, without any 
regard to the event of the aftion, would have ef- 
Jedtually pi evented our progrefs, This was fo ob- 
vious a meafure, that we could not help imagining 
reafons which might have prevented them from 
purfumg it. And we therefore fuppufed, that this 
Frjvch or SpMi/h fquadron v/as fent out, upon ndvice 
of pur Jailing in company 'with Admiral Bnlthen 
and Lord CaihcarB& expedition : And tlience, 
from an apprehenfion of being overmatched, they 
might not th nk it advifcablc to meet with us, till 
we had paitcd company, which they might judge 
would not happen, before our ariival at this iOand. 
Thefe weie cur fpeculations at that time; red 
fiom hence we ha-l reofon to fuppof.', that v,'a 
might il.l! full in with them, in our ueg tw tie 
Cit/a ck Vetd ifl.inds. We afrervv.'ids, in the 
cooife of our expedition, were peifiiadcd, that thn 
was the SpavfJI) fqu.idion, commanded by Ijon ju- 
fepb Pizarro^ which was fent out purpoft'y to tra- 
verfe the views and enterprizes of our irpiadron, 
to which in ftrength they were greatly luperior. 
As this Spmtjb armament then was Jo nearly con- 
neded with our expedition, and as the cataflroplie 
it undeiwenr, though not efieded by our force, 
was yet a coi.fiderable advantage to this Nation, 
produced in confequence of our equipment, I 

have, 
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have, in the following chapter, given a. Rjmnnary 
account of their proceedings, from their firft fet- 
ting out from Spain in the year 1740, till the Afia, 
the only Ihip of the whole fquadron which returned 
to Europe, arrived at the Grojne in the beginnincr of 
the year 1 746. * 
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CHAP. III. 

The Hlftory of the SpaniJIi fquadron ’ com- 
'manded by Don yojeph Pizarro. 

T he fquadron fitced out by the Court of 
Spain to attend our motions, and traverfe 
our projedls, we luppofed to have been the fliips 
feen, off Madera, as mentioned in the preceding 
chapter. As this force was fent out particularly 
againft our expedition, I cannot but imagine, that 
the following hiftory of the cafualties it met with, 
as far as by intercepted letters and other informa- 
tion the fame has come to my knowledge, is a ve- 
ry effential part of the prefent work. For hence 
it will appear that v/e were the occafion, that a 
confiderable part of the naval power of Spain, was 
diverted from the profecution of the ambitious 
views of that Court in Europe. And whatever 
men and flilps, were loft by the enemy in this un- 
dertaking, were loft in confequence of the precau- 
tions they took to fecure therafelves againft our en- 
terprizes. 

This fquadron (befides two fhips intended for the 
Wejt ’Indies, which did not part company till after 
they had left the Maderas) was compofed of the 
following men of war, commanded by Don Jofepb 
Pizarro. 

The JJia of fixty-fix guns, and feven hundred 
men j this was the Admiral’s fhip. 

The 
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The Guipufcoa of feventy- four guns, and feven 
hundred men. 

The Hermtona of fifty-four guns, and five hun- 
dred men. 

The Efperanza of fifty guns, and four hundred 
and fil’ty men. 

The St. EJievan of forty guns, and three hun, 
dred and fifty men. 

And a Patache of twenty guns. 

Theft fhips, over and above their compliment of 
ftdiors and marines, had on board an old Spamfi re- 
giment of foot, intended to reinforce the garifons 
on the coaft of the South Seas. When this fleet 
had cruiied for Ibme days to the leeward of the 
Maderas.^ as is mentioned in the preceding chapter, 
they left that ftation in the beginning of November^ 
and fleered for the river of Elate., where they ar- 
rived the 5th of January 0 . S. and coming to an 
anchor in the bay of ■ M.aldonado, at the mouth of 
that river, their Admiral Eizarro lent immediately 
to Buenos Ayres for a fupply of provifions ; for 
they had departed from Spain with only four 
months provifions on board. While they lay here 
expeding this fupply, they received intelligence, 
by the Treachery of the Portuguefe Governor of 
St, Catherine' $, of Mr. Anfon'$ having arrived at 
that ifland on the 2 ill of December preceding, and 
of his preparing to put to lea again with the .utmoft 
expedition. Piz&m, notwithftanding his fupe- 
rior force, had his reafons (and as fome fay, his 

^ 2 orders. 
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orders likevvife) for avoiding our fqnadron any 
■where fhort of the Sctub Seas. He was oefides 
extremely defirous of getting round Cup'e Horn 
before us, as he imagined that ilep alone would 
effedlually baffle all our defigns ; and therefore, on 
hearing that we were in his neighbourhood, and 
that we fhould foon be ready to proceed for Cape 
Horn., he weighed anchor with the five large fliips, 
(the Patache being difabled and condemned, and 
the men taken out of her) after a ftay of feventeen 
days only, and got under fail without his provifions, 
which arrived at Maldonado within a day or two 
after his departure. But notwithftanding the pre- 
cipitation, with which he departed, we put to fea 
from St. Catherine'^ four days before him, and in 
fome part of our p'aflage to Cape Horn, the two 
fquadrons were fo near together, that the Pearl, one 
of our fliips, being feparated from the reft, fell in 
with the Spanijh fleet, and miftaking the AJia for 
the Centurion, had got within gun-fliot of Pizarro, 
before ftie difeot'ered her error, and narrowly ef- 
oaped being taken. 

It being the aid of January when the Spaniards. ' 
weighed from Maldonado, (as has been already 
mentioned) they could not expeft to get into the 
latitude of Cape Horn before the equinox j and as 
they had reafon to apprehend very tempe^ous 
, weather, in doubling it at that feafon, atad the 
Sp&nifo failors, being for the moft part accuftomed 
to a fair weather country, might be expired to be 
very averfe to fo dangerous and faa^£^ a' navi- 
gation, the better to encourage 

^ I'-.*:;* ' 
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of their pay was advanced to them in European 
goods, which they were to be permitted to dif- 
pofe of in the South-Seas, that fo the hopes of 
the great profit, each man was to make on his 
venture, might animate him in his duty, and ren- 
der him iefs difpofed to repine at the labour, the 
hardlhips, and the perils he would in all probabi- 
lity meet with before his arrival on the coaft of 
Peru. 

Pizarro with his fquadron having, towards the 
latter end of February, run the length of Cape 
Horn, he then flood to the weftward, in order to 
double it ; but in tae nigiit, of the laft day of 
February, O. S. while wiili this view they were 
turning to wind vard, the Guipufcoa, the Hermiona, 
and the Efperanza, were feparated from the Ad- 
miral ; and, on the bth of March following, the 
Guipufcoa was feparated from the other two ; and, 
on the 7th, (being the day after we had palTed 
. Streights le Maire ) there came on a moft furious 
ftorm at N. W. ■which, in defpight of all their ef- 
forts, drove the whole fquadron to the eaftward, 
and after feveral fruitlefs attempts, obliged them to 
bear away for the river of Plate, where Pizarra 
in the AJia arrived about the middle of May, and 
a few days after him the Efperanza and the Efie- 
"jan. The Hermiona was fuppofed to founder at 
fea, for fhe was never heard of more •, and the 
Guipufcoa was run’ on fhore, and funk on the coaft 
of Brazil. The calamities of all kinds, which 
tills fquadron underwent in this unfuccefsful navi- 
gation, can only be paralleled by what we our- 
tclves experienced in the fame climate, when buf- 

D 3 feted 
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feted by the fame florms. There was indeed fome 
diverfity in our diftreffes, which rendered it diffi- 
cult to decide, whofe fituation was moft worthy of 
commiferation. For to all the misfortunes we had 
in common with each other, as fliattered rigging, 
leaky ihips, and the fatigues and defpondency, 
which neccfiarily attend thefe difafeers, there was 
fuperadded on board our fquadron the ravage of 
a moft deftrudive and incurable difeafe, and on 
board the S^anifi fquadron the devaftation of fa- 
mine. 

For this fquadron, cither from the hurry of 
their outfet, their prefumption of a fupply at 
‘Buenos Ayres-> or frem other lefs obvious motives 
departed from as has been already obfervtd 

with no more than four months provifion on 
board, and even that, as it is faid, at fliort allow- 
ance only; fo that, when by the ftorms they met 
with off Cape Ihrn^ their continuance at fca was 
prolonged a month or more beyond their expefta- 
rion, they were reduced to fuch infinite diftrefs, 
that rats, when they could be caught, were fold 
for four dollars a piece ; and a failor, who died on 
board, had his death concealed for fome days by 
his brother, who during that time lay in the fame 
hammock with the corpfe, only to receive the dead 
man’s allowance of provlfions. In this dmiftii 
Stuation they were alarmed (if their hosisto were 
h^iuble of augmentation) by the c(|faovery of 
‘a confpiracy among the marines, oh .bqard the 
the Admiral’s (hip, I'his ha4'_,ri^cn its rife, 
*»^efiy from the miferics they endcireid ; For though 
propofed by thtj’Cdhlptrators than the 
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maflacring the officers and the whole crew, yet 
their motive for this bloody refolution feemed to 
be no more than their defire of relieving their 
hunger, by appropriating the whole Hup’s provi- 
fions to themfelves. But their defigns were pre- 
vented, when juft upon the point of execution, 
by means of one of their confeftbrs ; and three 
of their ringleaders were immediately put to death- 
However, though the confpiracy was fuppreiTed, 
their other calamities admitctd of no alleviation, 
but grew each day more and more deftrudtive. 
So that by the complicated diftrefs of fatigue, 
ficknefs and hunger, the three fhips which efcaped 
loft the g?eateft part of their inen : The Afia^ 
their Admiral’s fhip, arrived at Monte Vedio in 
the river oi f>late, with half her crew only; the 
St, EJlevein had loft, in like manner, half her 
hands, when fhe anchored in the bay of Barra~ 
gm ; the Efperanza,y a fifty gun fliip, was ftill 
more unfortunate ; for of four hundred and fifty 
hands which Ihe brought from Spain^ only fifty- 
eight remained alive, and the whole regiment of 
foot perifhed except fixty men. But to give the 
reader a more diftindt and particular idea of what 
they underwent upon this occafion, I fhall lay be- 
' fore him a lliort account of the fate of the Guipuf- 
coa, extracted from a letter written by Don jefepb 
Msndinuetta her Captain, to a peribn of diftinftion 
at Lima ; a copy of which fell into our hands af- 
terwards in the South Seas. 

He mentions, that he feparated from the ifrr- 
and the Efperanza in a fog, on the 6th of 
Mkcb-, being then, as I fuppofe, totheS. E. of 

D 4 Staten^ 
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Staten-Landy and plying to the weftward ; that in 
the night after, it blew a furious ftorm at N. W. 
which, at half an hour after ten, fpht his main fail, 
and obliged him to bear away with his fore- fail ; 
that the Ihip went ten knots an hour with a prodi- 
gious fea, and often rim her gangway underwater; 
that he iikewife fprung his main-maft ; and the 
Clip made fo much water, that with four pumps 
and bailing he could not free her. That on the 
pth it was calm, but the fea continued fo high, that 
the Ihip in rolling opened all her upper works and 
feams, and ftarted the butt ends of her planking, 
and the greateft part of her top timbers, the bolts 
being drawn by tlie violence of her roll ; That in 
this condition, with other additional difafters to the 
hull and rigging, they continued beating to the 
weftward till the rath: That they were then in 
fixty degrees of fouth latitude, in great want of 
provilionp, numbers eveiy day perilhing by the fa- 
tigue of pumping, and thofe who furvived, being 
quite difpirited by labour, hunger, and the feverity 
of the weather, they having two fpans of fnow 
upon the decks : That then finding the wind fix- 
^d in the weftern quarter, and blowing ftrong, and 
Obaftquently theif paflage to the weftward impof- 
ftWev they refolved to bear away for the rivejr of 


WUiti That on the :22d, they were obliged to tiliriatW" 
^ tjywhioard all the upper-deck guns, and 
ar^to take fix turns of the cable round t^ &ip to 
, '^^nt her opening : That on the 4th ft 

calm, but a very high fea, "the l^htolled fo 
®ain-maft came bjr tfe|''^|rd, ' and 
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in a few hours after fhe loft, in like manner, her 
fore-niaft and her mizen*maft. ,/^nd that, to accu** 
mulate their misfortunes, they were foon obliged 
to cut away their bowfprit, to diminilh, if poffible, 
the leakage at her head-, that by this time he had 
loft two hundred and fifty men by hunger and 
fatigue ; for thofe who were capable of working 
at the pumps, (at which every officer without ex- 
ception took his turn) weie allowed only an ounce 
and half of bifcuit pr dtem ; and thofe who were 
fo fick or fo weak, that they could not affift in 
this neceffary labour, had no more than an ounce 
of wheat ; fo that it was common for the men to 
fall down dead at the pumps: That, including 
the Officers, they could only mufter from eighty 
to a hundred perfons capable of duty : That the 
South-Weft winds blew fo frefh after drey had 
loft their mafts, that they could not immediately 
fet up jury-mafts, but were obliged to drive like 
a wreck, between the latitudes of 32 and a 8, till 
the 24th of April, when they made the coaft of 
Brazil at JRio de Patas, ten leagues to the fouth- 
wd of the Ifland of Si. Catherine's that here 
th^y came to an anchor, and that the Captain was 
very defirous of proceeding to St. Catherines, if 
poffible, in order to fave the hull of the fhip, and 
the guns and ftores on board heri burtKe.crew 
inftantly left off pdrapbg, and being enraged at 
the hardffiips they had fh^red, and the numbers 
they had loft (there being at that time no left than 
thirty dead bodies lying on . the dec]^) , ,they all 
with one voice cried out, on SHoaxj on shore, 
obliged the Captain to run the Ibip in di- 

' I ' ri 1.. 
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reftly for the land, where, the 5th day after, Ihe 
funk with her ftores and all her furniture on board 
her ; but the remainder of the crew, whom hunger 
and fatigue had fpared, to the number of four-hun- 
dred, got fafe on fhore. 

From this account of the adventures and cata- 
^ llrophe of the Cnipufcoc, we may form fome con- 
jedure of the manner, in which the Hmmona was 
loft, and of the diil-refics endured by the three re- 
maining Ihips of tlie fquadron, which got into the 
- river of Plate. Thefe iaft being in great w'ant of 
mafts, yards, rigging, and all kinds of naval ftores, 
and having no fupply at Buenos Ayres., nor in any 
t)f their neighbouring fettlements, Pizarro dif- 
patched an advice-boat v/ith a letter of credit to 
Rio Janeiro, to purchafe what was wanting from 
the Portuguefe. He, at the fame time, fent an 
^refs acrofs the continent to St. Jago in Chili, 
to be thence forwarded to the Viceroy of Peru, 
jnfojining him of the difafters that had befallen 
his fquadron, and defiring a remittance of 200,000 
dollars from the royal chcflrs at Lima, to enable 
him to vidual and refit his remaining Chips, that 
he might be again in a condition to attempt the 
paiTagfc to the South-Seas, as foon as the feafon of 
the year fiiouid be more favourable. It is me:n- 
tloned by the Spaniards as a moft extraordinary ’ 
cifCiimftancc, that the Indian charged with* .this 
exj^refs (though it was then the depth of','’#inter, 
!:hc Cordilleras are eflieemed imp^blc bh 
of the fnow) was only thirteen dtp in his 
from Buenos Ayres to St. Jagom Chili i 

'/though 
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though thefe places are diftant three hundred Sfa- 
ntjh leagues, near forty of which are amongft the 
fnows and precipices of the Cordilleras. 

The return to this difpatch of Pizarrd^s from 
the Viceroy of Peru was no ways favourable ; in- 
ftead of 200,000 dollars, the fum demanded, the 
Viceroy remitted him only 100,000 telling him, 
that it was with great dilEculty he was able to pro- 
cure him even that: though the inhabitants zxldma, 
who confidered the prelence of Ptzarro as abfb- 
lutely neceflary to their fecurity, were much dif- 
contented at this procedure, and did not fail to af^ 
fcrt, that it was not the want of money, but the inr- 
tcrefted views of fome of the Viceroy’s confidents, 
that prevented Pizarro from having the whole fum 
he had afked for. 

The advice-boat fent to Rio Janeiro alfo exe- 
cuted her commifiion but imperfedlly ; for though 
Ihe brought back a confiderable quantity of pitch, 
tar, and cordage, yet fl:;e could not procure either 
mafts, or yards : and, as an additional misfortune, 
Pizarro was difappointed of fome mafts he expect- 
ed from Paragua % for a carpenter, whom he had 
entrufted with a large fum of money, and had fent 
there to cut mafts, inftead of profecuting the bu- 
finefs he was employed in, had married in the coun- 
try, and refufed to return. However, by remov- 
ing the mafts of the Efperanza into the JJia, and 
making ufe of what fpare mafts and yards they 
had on board, they made a fhift to refit the 4/ta 
and the St. Efievan. And in the OSober follow- 
jpg, Pizarro was preparing to jput to fea with 
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thefe two fliips, in order to attempt the paflagc 
round Cape Hm! a fecond time ; but the St Efte- 
mn, in coming down the river Plate^ ran on a 
ihoal, and beat ofF lier rudder, on which, and other 
damages fhe received, ihe was condemned and 
broke up, and Pizarro in the JJia proceeded to 
fea without her. Having new the fummer before 
him, and the winds favourable, no doubt was made 
of his having a fortunate and fpeedy paffage ; but 
being off Cape Horny and going right before the 
wind in very moderate weather, though in a fweJl- 
ing fea, by fome mifeonduft of the officer of the 
watch, the ffiip rolled away her mafts, and was 
a fecond time obliged to put back to the river of 
Plate in great diftrefs, 

The Jfia having confiderably fuffered in this 
fecond unfortunate expedition, the which, 

had been left behind at Monte Vedioy was ordered 
to be refitted, and the command of her being 
given to Mindinuettay who was Captain of the Gtd- 
pufeoa when Ihe was loftj he, in the Novemkr 
of the fucceeding year, that is, in November 
failed from the river of Plate for the South-Seas, 
smd arrived fafe on the coaft of Chili i where his 
Commodore Pizarro paffing over land from Bue- 
kbi'Jym, met him. There were great animo- 
and contefts between thefe two Gentlemtit-at 
rpeeting, occafionpd principally by the cl^im 
command the £^eranzaf ‘y^ih 
brought round j for J\£j^i(ettf 
to deliver hef :up to him j infiftingi tbat as 
ijjto ttie South-Seas alon^ pi)^, Oiidet no 

: ' ‘ ■ ''fui>erior. 
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fuperior, it was not now in the power of Pizarr0 
to refume that authority, which he had once part- 
ed with. However, the Prefident of Chili inter- 
pofing, and declaring for Pizarro, Mindimetta^ 
after a long and obftinate ftruggle, was obliged to 
fubmit. 

But Pizarro had not yet compleated the feries 
of his adventures ; for when he and Mndinuetta 
came back by land from Chili to Buenos AyreSy in 
the year 1745, they found at Monte Vedio the Afia^ 
which near three years before they had left there. 

This Ihip they refolved, if poflible, to carry 
to Europe ; and with this view they refitted her in 
the beil: manner they could : But their great diffi- 
culty was to procure a fufficient number of hands 
to navigate her ; for all the remaining failors of the 
fquadron to be met with in the neighbourhood of 
Buenos Ayres did not amount to a hundred men. 
They endeavoured to fupply this defedt by preC- 
fing many of the inhabitants of Buenos Ayres, and 
putting on board befides all the EngUJh prifon- 
ers then in their cuffcody, together with a num- 
ber of Pertuguefe fmugglers, which they had taken 
at different times, and fome of the Indians of the 
coun;ry. Among thefe laft there was a Chief and 
ten of his followers, which had been furprized 
by a party of Spmifo foldiers about three months 
before. The name of this Chief was Orellana j 
he belonged, to a very powerful Tribe, wliich 
had , committed great ravages in the neighbour- 
hood of Buenos Ayres. With this mody crew (all 
of them, except the Eur^an Spamardsy extreme- 
^ averfe to the voyi^e) Pintearro fet fail from 
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Monte Vedio in the river of Plate, about the be- 
ginning of November 1745; and the native 
mards, being no Grangers to the diffatisfaftion of 
their forced men, treated both thofe, the Englijh 
prifoners and the Indians, with great infolence and 
barbarity, but more particularly the Indians ; for 
it was common for the meaneft officers in the ffiip 
to beat them moft cruelly on the flighteft pretences, 
and oftentimes only to exert their fuperiority. 
Orellana and his followers, though in appearance 
fufficiently patient and fubmiffive, meditated a fe- 
vere revenge for all thefe inhumanities. As he 
converfed very well in Sfanifi) (thefe Indians hav- 
ing,., in time of peace, a great, intercourfe with 
Buenos' A^res) he aflfeaed to talk with fuch 6f the 
Englijh as underftood that language, and feemed 
very defirous of being informed how m^ny Eng-- 
lifimen there were on board, and which they were. 
As he knew that the Engl^ were as much ene- 
mies to the Spaniards as himfelf, he had doubt- 
lefs an intention of difclofing his purpofes to them, 
and making them partners in the fcheme he had 
projedted for revenging his wrongs, and recpvering 
his liberty ; but having founded them at a diftmce, 
and not finding them fo precipitate and vindiftive 
as he expedted, he proceeded no further with 
them, but refolved to truft alone to the refolution 
of his ten faithful followers. Thefe, it fhould 
fcem, readily engaged to obferve his diredtions, 
to execute whatever commands he gave them ; 
'ahd,having agreed on the meafures necefiary to be 
taken, they firfl; furniffied themfelves with Dutch 
knives lharp at the point, which being common 

knives 
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knives nfed in the fiiip, they found no difficulty 
in procuring: befides this, they employed their 
leifure in fecretly cutting out thongs from raw hides* 
of which there were great numbers on board, and 
in fixing to each end of thefe thongs the double- 
headed fliot of the fmall quarter-deck guns ; this, 
when fwung round their heads, according to the 
pradice of their country, was a moft mifchievous 
weapon, in the ufe of which the Indians about 
Buenos Ayres are trained from their infancy, and 
confequently are extremely expert. Thefe particu- 
lars being in good forwardnefs, the execution of 
their fcheme was perhaps precipitated by a parti- 
cular outrage committed on Orellana himfelf. For 
one of the Officers, who was a very brutal fellow, 
ordered Orellana aloft, which being what he was 
incapable of performing, the Officer, under pre- 
tence of his difobedience, beat him with fuch vio- 
lence, that he left him bleeding on the deck, and 
ftupified for fome time with his bruifes and wounds. 
This ufa^e undoubtedly heightened his thirft for 
revenge, and made him eager and impatient, til} 
the means of executing it were in his power j lb 
,that within a day or two after this incident, he 
and his followers opened their defperate refolves in 
the enfuing manner. 

It was about nine in the evening, when many 
of the, principal Officers were on the quarter-deck, 
indulging in the frelbnefs of the night air 5 the 
ivalle of the (hip was filled with live cattle, and 
the foreeaftle was manned ^ith its cuftomary 
wat<;h. Orellana apd his companions, under co- 
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ver of the night, having prepared their weapons,' 
and thrown off their trouzers and the more cum- 
brous part of their drefs, came all together on the 
qnarter deck, and drew towards the door of the 
great cabin. The boatfwain immediately repri- 
manded them, and ordered them to be gone On 
this Orellana Ipoke to his followers in his native 
language, when four of them drew off, two to- 
wards each gangway, and the Chief and the fix 
remaining Indians feemcd to be flowly quitting 
the quarter-deck. When the detached Indians had 
taken poffeffion of the gangway, Orellana placed 
his hands hollow to his mouth, and bellowed out 
the war-cry ufed by thofe favages, which is faid to 
be the harlheft and mofl terrifying found known 
in nature. This hideous yell was the fignalfor 
beginning the mafiacre: For on this they all drew 
their knives, and brandiflied their prepared doublc- 
headed fliot; and the fix with their Chief, which 
remained on the quarter-deck, immediately fell 
on the Spaniards who were intermingleq with them, 
and laid, near forty of them at their feet, of which 
above twenty wete killed the reft 

difabled. Many of the Officers, in the beginning 
of the tumult, puffied into the great cabin, w’hl^c 
they put 0.ut the lights, and barricadoed the door: 
Vfihilffi of th«i qihcrs, who had avoided the firft 
hdians, Ibme endeavoured to elcape 
the gangways into the forecaftle, where 
placed on puipofe, ftabbed the greateft 
'jOTTof them, as they attempted to pafs by, or 
forced them off the gangways into the Wafte : fonie 

threw 
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Ihrew themfelvcs voluntarily over the bariicadoes 
into the wafte, and thought themfelves fortunate 
to lie concealed amongft the cattle : But the ercat- 
eft pai t efcaped up the main flarouds, and fliel- 
tered themfelves either in the rops or riu-cinp-. 
And though the Indians attacked only the quarter- 
deck, yet the watcli m the forecaftle findino- their 
communication cut off, and being terrified by the 
wounds of the few, who, not being killed on the 
fpot, had llrength fufficient to forte their paffagc, 
and not knowing either who their enemies were, 
or what were their numbers, they likewife gat'e 
all over for loff, and in gieat confufion ran up in- 
to the rigging of the fore-mail and bowfpric.* 
Thus thefe eleven Indians^ with a refolution 
perhaps without example, poffeffed themfdves al- 
moft in an inftant of the quarter-deck of a ihip 
mounting fixty-fix guns, and mann'd with near 
. five hundred hands, and continued in peaceable 
poffcffion of this poll a confiderable time. For 
the Officers in the great cabbin, (amongft whom 
were Pizarro and Mindimetta) the crew between 
decks, and thole who had efcaped into the tops 
, and rigging, were only anxious for their own fafe- 
ty, and were for a long time incapable of form, 
ing any projedt for fupprcffing the infurredion, 
and recovering the poffeffion of the fliip. It is 
true, the yells of the Indians^ the groans of the 
wounded^ and the confuftd clamours of the crew, 
all heightened by the obfeurity of the night, had at 
fifft greatly magnified their danger, and had filled 
thjtm with the imaginary terrors, which darknefs, 
differ, and an ignpfance of the real ftreogth 
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of an enemy never fail to pfoduce. For as the 
Spaniards were fehfible of the difaffeftion of their 
prefi: .hands, and were alfo confcious of their bar- 
barity to their prifoners, they imagined the con- 
Ipiracy was genera], and confidered their own de- 
ftruftion as infallible ; fo that, it is faid, fome of 
them had once taken the refolution of leaping in- 
to the fea, but were prevented by their- compa- 
nions. 

However, when the Indians had entirely cleared 
the quarter-deck, the tumult in a great meafure 
iubfided i for thofe, who had efcaped, were kept 
filent by their fears, and the Indians yfcre incapable 
of purftting them to renew the diforder. OreUana, 
when he'faw himfelf mafter of the quarterdeck, 
broke open the arm ehell, which, on a flight fuf- 
picion of mutiny, had been ordered there a few 
days before, as to a place of the greatefl: fecurity. 
Here he took it for granted, he fliould find cut- 
lafles fufficient for himfelf and his companions, in 
the life of which weapon they were all extremely 
fkilful, and with thefe, it was imagined, they pro- 
pofed to have forced the great cabbin : But on open- 
ing the cheft, there appeared nothing but fire-arms, 
which to them were of no ufe. There were indeed 
cutlafles in the cheft, but they were hid by the fire- 
arms being laid over them. This was a fenfible 
; difappointment to them, and by this time pistarro 
and, his companions in the great cabbia were ca- 
.pable of converfing aloud through the cafebin win- 
dows and port-holes, with thofe in diegqn-r&omand 
between decks, and from thence they learnt that tlw 

MngliJB 
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ILnghJh (whom they principally furpcRcu) were all 
fafe below', and had not intermeddled in tins mu- 
tiny ; and by other particulars they at kft difcover- 
ed, that none were concerned in it buc Orcthuia 
and his people. On this PiZinro and the Ohlccrs 
refolvcd to attack them on the quarter-dec!:, before 
any of the difcontcnted on board fliould fo far re- 
cover their fird furpri'/te, as to icfleift on the facility 
and certainty of feizing the fmp by a junclv'n 
with the Indians in the preient emergency. With 
this view Itzcrro got together what arms were 
in the cabbin, and diftributed them to thofe 
who were with him : But there were no other fire- 
arms to be met with but piflcls, and for thelc 
they had neither powder nor ball. However, hav- 
ing now fettled a correfpondence with the gun- 
room, they lowered down a bucket out of the 
cabbin window, into which the gunner, out of one 
of the gun-room ports, put a quantity of piftol- 
cartridges. When they had thus procured am- 
munition, and had loaded their piflols, ' they feC 
the cabbin door partly open, and fired feveral fhoc 
amongft: the Indians on the quarter-deck, though 
at firft without efieft: But, at lafi: Mindimtena, 
whom we have often mentioned, had the good 
fortune to flioot Orellana dead on the fpot; on 
which his faithful companions, abandoning aU 
thoughts of farther refiftance, inftantly leaped into 
the fea, where they every man periflied. Thus 
was this infurredion quelled, and the poffefTion of 
the quarter-deck regained, after it had been full 
two hours in the power of this great and daring 
^ief, and his gallant unhappy countrymen. . , 

' E 'a Piiutrrp 
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Pizarro having efcaped this imminent peril, 
fteered for Europe^ and arrived fafe on the coaft of 
Gallkia, in the beginning of the year 1746, after 
having been abfent between four and five years, and 
having, by his attendance on our expedition, di- 
minifhed the naval power of Spain by above three 
thoufand hands, (the flower of their failors) and by 
four confiderable fhips of war and a Patache. Eor 
we have feen, that the Eermiona foundeied at fea; 
the Guipufcoa was ftranded, and funk on the coall 
of Brazil-, the St. Efievan was condemned, and 
broke up in the river of Plate and the Efperanza, 
being left in the South Skas, is doubtlefs by this time 
incapable of returning 'to Spain. So that the Afta 
only, with kfs than one hundred hands, may be 
.regarded as all the remains of that fquadron, with 
which Pizarro firft put to fea. And whoever con- 
fiders the very large proportion, which this fqua- 
dron bore to the whole navy of Spain, will, 1 be- 
lieve, confefs, that, had our undertaking been at- 
tended with no other advantages than that of ruin? 
ing fo great a part of the fea force of fo danger- 
ous an enemy, this alone would beafufBcient equi- 
valent for our equipment, and an inconteftable. 
proof of the fervice, which the Nation has thence;, 
received. Having thus concluded this fummary of 
Pizarro’s adventures, I fhall now return again ta 
, the narration of our own tr-infadions. 
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CHAP. IV. 

From Madera to St. Catherines. 

¥ H A V E already mentioned, that on the 3d 
A of Noi'eriher we weighed from Madera, after 
■orders had been given to the Captains to rendez- 
vous at f/. Jago, one of the Cape de Verd Iflands, 
in cafe the iquadron was leparated. But the next 
day, when we were got to lea, the Commodore con- 
fidcring that tlie feafon was far advanced, and that 
touching at 3 ’/. would create a new delay, he 
for this realbn thought proper to alter his rendez- 
vous, and to appoint the Ifland of 5 /. Catherinis 
on the coaft of Brazil, to be the firll place to which 
the fhips of the fquadron were to repair m cafe of 
reparation. 

In our paCTage to the Ifland of St, Catherine's., 
we found the direftion of the trade-winds to differ 
confiderably from what we had reafon to expedt, 
Both from the general hiftories given of thefe 
winds, and the experience of former Navigators. 
'For the learned Dr. Halley, in his account of the 
‘ trade- winds, which take place in the Ethiopk and 
Atlantic Ocean, tells us, that from the latitude of 
nS® N, to the latitude of 10® N, there is gene- 
rally a frclh gale of N. E. wind, which towards 
the African fide rarely comes to the eaftward of 
E. N. E, or paffes -to the northward of N. N. E: 
,But on the American fide, the wind is foraewhac 
.ai|«cp eaftcriy, though rooft: commonly even 3c|j9C'e 

■ 'Es ' 
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it is a point or two to the northward of the Ead ; 
That fiom lo® N. to 4® N, the cairns and torna- 
does tjke place ; and from 4^^, N. to 30'' S, the 
winds are generally and perpetually between the 
South and the E:ft. This account we expedled 
to have verified by ou'- own experience; but we 
found confidcra'de variations from it, both in rc- 
fpefl; to the lleadinels oi the winds, and the quar- 
ter from whence they blew. For tliough wc met 
with a N. E. wind about the latitude of 20® N, 
yet from the latitude of 25" to the latitude of 
18° N, the wind was never once to the northward 
of the Eaft, but, on the contrary, altnoft conllant- 
ly td the fouthward of it. However, from thence 
to the latitude of 6“ : 20' N, we had it ufually to 
the northward of the Eaft, though not entirely, 
it having for a fhort time changed to E. S. E. 
From hence, to about 4°: 46' N, the weather was 
very unf-tt!ed; fomctmics the wind was N. E, 
then changed to S. E, and fometimes we had a 
dead cairn, attended with finall rain and lightning. 
After this, the wind continued almoft invariably 
'between the S. and E, to the latitude of 7° : 30' 
S; and then again as invariably between the N. 
and E, to the latitude of 1 5° : 30' S ; then E. 
and S. E, to 21'’: 37' S. But after this, even 
to the latitude of 27®: 44' S, the wind was ne- 
ver once between the S. and the E, though we 
had it at all times in all the other quarters of the 
bompafs. But this laft cireumftance may be in 
fdme meafure accounted for, from OUr approach 
'the main continent of the Brazih, I mention 
tiicfe particulars with a view of cavilling at the 
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received accounts of thele trade-winds, which I 
doubt not are in general fufiiciently accurate ; but 
I thought it a matter worthy of public notice, 
that fuch deviations from the eftabliihed rules do 
fometimes take place, Befides, this obfcrvation 
may not only be of fervice to Navigators, by put- 
ting them on their guard againft thefe hitherto un- 
expeded irregularities, but is a circuinftance necel- 
fary to be attended to m the folution of that great 
queilion about the caufes of trade-winds, and 
monfoons, a quedion. which, in my opinion, has 
not been hitherto difculied with that clearnefs and 
accuracy, wh’ch its importance (whether it becon- 
iidered as a naval or philofophical inquiry) Icems 
to demand. 

On the 1 6th of Nevemher, one of our Viduallers 
made a fignal to fpeak with the Commodore, and 
we Ihortened fail for her to come up with us. The 
Mafter came on boas-d, and acquainted Mr. Anfsn, 
that he had complied with the terms of his charter- 
party, and defired to be unloaded and difmilTed. 
Mr. Anfon^ on confulting the Captains of the 
fquadron, found all the flaips had Itill fuch quan- 
tities of provifion between their decks, and were 
withal fo deep, that they could not, witliout great 
difficulty, take in their feveral proportions of bran- 
dy from the ladufiry Pink, one of the Victuallers 
only ; Confequently he was obliged to continue 
the other of them, the Anna Pink, in the fervicc 
of attending tlie fquadron. This being refolved 
on, ithe Commodore the next day made a fignal 
.Tor the Ihips to bring to, and to take on board 
fharcs of the brandy 

E '4 ' ' ''■ and 
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and in this, the long boats of the fquadron were 
employed the th ee following days, that is, till the 
ipth in the evening, when the Fink being unload- 
ed, file parted company with us, being bound for 
Barhadees, there to take in a freight for England. 
Mod of the Officers of the fquadron took the op- 
portunity of writing to their friends at home by 
this (hip; but fhe was afcerw.irds, as I have b^cn 
fince informed, unhappily taken by tlie Spani^ 
ards. 

On the 2Cth of No’tiemier^ the Captahis of the 
fquadron reprefented to the Commodore, that their 
fHips companies were very fickly, and that it was 
fheir own opinion as well as their furgeons, that it 
would tend to the pfefervation of the men to let 
in more air between decks •, but that their Ihips 
vrere fo deep, they could not poffibly open their 
lower ports. On this reprefentation, the Commo- 
dore ordered fix air fcuttles to be cut in each 
fli'p, in fuel] places where they would lead weak- 
en it. 

And on this occafion I cannot but obferve, how 
much it IS the duty of all thofe, who either by of- 
fice or authority, have any influence in the direc- 
tion of our naval alTairs, to attend to this impor- 
tant article, the prefervation of the lives and health 
pf our fcamen. If it could be fuppofed, that the 
motives of humanity were infufficient for tliis pur- 
pofe, yet policy, and a regard to the fuccefs of 
pur arms, and the intereft and honour of each 
particular Commander, fliould naturally lead f|s 
l^’itarefui and impartial examination pf every pro- 
method propofed for lyiaintaining a fliip’a 

ereiY 
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crew in health and vigour. But hath thu been 
always done? Have the late invented plain and 
obvious methods of keeping our Hups fvveet and 
clean, by a conftant fupply of frelli air, been con- 
fidered with that candour and temper, which the 
great benefits promifed hereby ought naturally to 
have infpired? On the contrary, have not thefe 
falutary fchemes been often treated with n; gleet 
and contempt ? And have not fome of th olV who 
have been entrufted with experimenting their ef- 
fefts, been guilty of the moft intlclcnliblc par- 
tiality, in the accounts they have given of thefe 
trials ? Indeed, it muft be confefied, that many 
diftinguUhed perfons, both in the direrflion and 
command of our fleets, have exerted ihemfelves 
on thefe occafions with a judicious and difpaflionate 
examination, becoming the interefting nature of 
the inquiry, but the wonder is, that any could 
be found irrational enough to aft a contrary part, 
in defpight of the ftrongeft di£t.ues of prudence 
and humanity. I muft however own, that I do 
not believe this conduft to have arifen from mo- 
tive fo favage, as the firft refledlion the: eon does 
naturally fuggeft : But I rather impute it to an ob- 
ftinare, and in fome degree, fuperftitious attach- 
ment to fuch praiftices as have been long eftablifii- 
cJ, and to a fettled contempt and hatred of all 
kinds of innovations, efpccial fuch as are projeft- 
ed by landmen and perfons refiding on fliore. But 
let us return from this, 1 hope not, impertinent di- 
grefBon. 

We crofEed the equinoxlal with a fine frcfii gale 
E, on Fridi^ the 28th of N’otemkr, at four 

’ '‘iin 
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in the morning, being then in the longitude of 
27°: 59'' %vefc from London, And on the 2d of 
J)ice;nhcr, in the morning, tve faw a fail in the 
N. W. quarter, and made the Gloaceftcr’s and 
Tfjars fignals to chacci and half an hour after, 
we let out our reefs cuid chafed with the Squadion ; 
and about noon a fignal was made for the IVager 
to take our remaining Vidlualler, the /hna Pinh 
in tow. But at feven in the evening, finding 
we did nut near the chacc, and that t!ie Wager 
was very far a-ftern, we fhortened fail, and made 
a fignal for the cruizers to join the fquadron. 
The next day but one we again difeovered a fail, 
which, on a nearer approach, we' judged to be the 
fame vellcl. We chafe’d her the whole day, and 
though we rather gained upon her, yetnightcameon 
before we could overtake her, which obliged us to 
give over the chace, 10 coflefl: our fcattered fqua- 
dron. We were much chagrined at the efcape of 
this velTel, as vve then apprehended her to be 
an advice boat fent from Old Sfatn to Bucacs Jyres, 
with notice of our expedition. But we have fince 
learnt, that we were deceived in this conjedure 
and that it was our Eaji India Company’s Packet 
bound to St. Helena. 

On the loth of December, being by our ac- 
counts in the latitude of 20° S, and 56® : 30' 
longitude Weft from London, the I'ryal fired a gun 
to denote foundings. We immediately founded, 
aijd found fixty fathom water, the bottom coacle 
ground, with broken fliells. The being 
of us, had at one time thircy-lfevon fathom, 
afterwards increaied to 55) : Atld then fte 

found 
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found no bottom, which happened to us too at 
our fecond trial, though we founded with a hun- 
dred and fifty fathom of line. I'hir. is the (hoal 
which IS laid down in mofi: charts by tlie name 
of the AbroVos ; and it appeared v.'C Vr’e’‘c upon 
the very edge of it ; perhaps farther in, it may 
be extremely dangeious. We were then, by our 
diirerent accounts, from ninety to fixty leagues 
Eaft of the coaft of Brazil. The nevt day but 
one, we fpoke with a Pcrtrgucfe Bngantme, from 
Rio Janeiro., bound to Bah- a del tedos who 

informed us that we were thiicy four leagues from 
Cape St. Thomas, and forty leagues from Cape Frio-, 
which laft bore from us W. S. W. I5y our ac- 
counts we were near eighty leagues from Cape 
Frio ; and though on the information of this Bri- 
gantine, we altered our couife, and flood more 
to the fouthward, yet by our coming in with the 
land afterwards, we were fully convinced that our 
reckoning was much corredter than our Portugnefi 
intelligence. We found a confiderable current 
fetting to the fouthward, after we had pafied the 
latitude of 16° S. And the fame took place all 
along the coaft of Bra^al, and even to the fouth- 
ward of the river of Plate, it amounting fometimes 
to thirty miles in twenty four-hours, and once to 
above forty miles. 

If this current is occafioned (as it is moft pro- 
bable) by the running off of the water, accumu- 
lated on the coaft of Brazil by the conftant fweep- 
mg of the eaftem trade-wind over the Ethiopic 
pecan, then it is moft natural to fuppole, tliat its 
Iperai courfe is deteisaiwd by ifhe bearings of ttee 



5^ Lp. an son’s voyage 

adjacent ihore. PeriMps too, in almoft every 
other inftance of currents, the fime may hold true 
as I believe no examples occur of confiderable cur- 
rents being obferved at any great diftance from land, 
if this then could be laid down for a general prin- 
ciple, it would be always eafy to corre<5t the rec- 
koning by the obferved ladtude. But it were much 
to be wilhed, for the general interelts of navio-^- 
tion, that the a-flual fettings of the diiferent cur- 
rents which are known to rake place in various 
parts of the world, wc.e examined more frequently 
and accu.ateiy than hidieito appears to have been 
done. 

We now .began to grow impatient for_a %ht 
of land, both for the recovery of our Tick, Tnd 
for the refrefoment and fecurity of thoic who as 
yet continued healthy. When we departed from 
we were in fo good a condition, that 
we loft but two men on board the Centurion, in our 
fong paiJage to Iricdcm. But in this prelent run 
between Madera and St. Catherine’s, we were re- 
markably fickly, fo that many died, and great 
nunbers were confned to their hammocks, both 
ii our own foip, and m the reft of the fquadron, 
and feveral of thefc paft all hopes of recovery. 
The diforders they in general laboured under were 
■fuch as are common to the hot climates, and wi^^t 
190ft, ftjips bound to the fouthward experience in a 
gf«iater or kfs degree. Tbefe are thofe kind of 
%yers, which, they ufually call Calentures : A dif- 
which was hot only terrible in its ftrft inftance 
ly;f:ven the remains of it often proved fatal to 
confidered thcnjfeljres as recovered from 

it. 
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it. For it always left them in a very weak and help- 
Itfs condition, and ulually alEiCted either With Piuxes 
or tenefmus’s. By our continuance at lea all ihefe 
complaints were eveiy day increafmg, fo that it 
was with great joy we difcovered the coaft of Bra- 
zil on the 1 6 th of Decmber^ at feven in the morn- 
ing. 

The coaft of Brazil appeared high and moun- 
tainous land, extending fiom.W. to W. S. W, 
and when we firft law it, it was about feventeen 
leagues diftant. At noon we perceived a low 
double land, bearing W. S. W. about ten leagues 
diftant, which we took to be the Ifland of St. Ca- 
therine's. That afternoon and the next morning, 
the wind being N. N. W, we gained very little to 
windward, and w'ere apprehenfive of being driven 
to the leeward of the Ifland but a little before 
noon, the next day, the wind came about to the 
fouthward, and enabled us to fteer in between 
the North point of St. Catherine's^ and the neigh- 
bouring Ifland of Ak'oreio. As we flrooci in for 
the land, we had regular foundings g'adually de- 
creafing, from thirty-fix to twelve fathom, all mud- 
dy ground. In this laft depth of water, we let 
go our anchor at five o’clock in the evening of 
the i8th, the north-weft point of the Ifland of 
St. Catherines bearing S. S. W, diftant three 
miles; and the Ifland Akmdo N. N. E, diftant 
two leagues. Here we found the tide to fet 
S. S. E, and N. N, W, at the rate of two knots, 
the tide of flood coming ffom the fouthward. We 
could from our fhips obferve two fortifications at 
a tonfiderable diftance within us, which feemed 

defigned 
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defigned ro prevent the pafiage of an enemy be- 
tween the Illand of Si. Catherine’s and the main. 
And we could foon perceive that our fquadron had 
alarmed the coaft, for we faw the two forts hoift 
their colours, and fire fcveral guns, which we fup- 
poftd were fignals for affembling the inhabitants. 
To prevent any confufion, the Commodore imme- 
diately fent a boat with an Ofiicer on Ihore, to 
compliment the Governor, and to defire a Pilot to 
carry us into the road. The Governor returned a 
very civil anfwer, and ordered us a Pilot. On the 
morning of the 20 th we weighed and flood in, 
and towards noon the Pilot Came on board us, who, 
the fame afternoon, brought us to an anchor in 
five fathom and an half, in a large commodious 
bay on the continent fide, called by the French Bon 
Port. In ftanding from our lafl anchorage to this 
place, we every where found an ouzy bottom, with 
a depth of water firfl regularly decreafing to five 
fathom, and then increafing to feven, after which 
we had fix and five fathom alternately. The next 
morning we weighed again with the fquadron, in 
-order to run above the two fortifications we have 
mentioned, which are called the caflles of Santa 
Criiiz and St. Juan. Our foundings now between 
the Ifland and the main, were four, five, and fix 
fathom, with muddy ground. As we pafied by the 
caftle of Santa Cndz, we faluted it with eleven 
guns, and were anfwered by an equal number ; and 
at one in the afternoon the fquadron came to an 
anchor in five -fathom and a half, the Governor’s 
■ipand bearing N, N, W, St. Juan’s Caftle N. E. 
4,(E, and the Hland of St. Antonio South. In this 

pofition 
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pofition we moored at the IQand of St. Catherine’s 
on Sunday the 21ft of December the whole fqua- 
dron being, as I have already mentioned, fickly, 
and in great want of refieftiments : Both which in- 
convcniencies we hoped to have foon removed at 
this fettlement, celebrated by former Navigators 
for its healthinefs, and the plenty of its provi- 
fions, and for the freedom, indulgence, and friend- 
ly affiftance there given to the fnips of all Euro- 
pean Nations, in amity with the Crown of Por- 
tugal. 
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CHAP. V. 

Proceedings at Si. Catherine t, and a deferip- 
tion of the place, with a fliort account of 
Brazil. 

O tJR M care, after having moored our 
Ihips, was to get our fick men on fliore, 
preparatory to which, each Ship was ordered by 
the Commodore to ere£t two tents : One of them 
for the reception of the difeafed, and the othef 
for the accommodation of the furgeon and his 
affiftants. We fent about eighty fick from the 
Centurion I and the other {hips, I believe, fent near* 
ly as many, in proportion to the number of their' 
hands. As foon as we had performed this necef- 
faryduty, we feraped our decks, and gave our fhip 
a thorough cleanfing ; then fmoked it between 
decks, and after all waflied every part well with 
vinegar. Thefe operations were extremely necef- 
fary for corredting the noifome ftench on board, 
and deftroying the vermin ; for from the number 
of our men, and the heat of the climate, both theft 
nufances had increaftd upon us to a very loathforae 
degree ; and befides being moft intolerably oflen- 
five, they were doubtlefs in fome fort produdlive 
of the ficknefs we had laboured under for a confi- 
dpmble time before our arrival at this ifland. 


Our 
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Olir next employment was wooding and water- 
ing our fquadron, caulking our fhips fides and 
decks, overhauling our rigging, and fecuring our 
mails againft the tempelluous weather we were, 
in all probability, to meet with in our paffage 
round Cape Horn^ in fo advanced and inconve- 
nient a feafon. But before I engage in the par- 
ticulars of thefe tranfafllons, it will not be impro- 
per to give fome account of the prefent ftate of 
this Ifland of St. Catherine's, and of the neigh- 
bouring country ; both as the circumflances of 
this place are now greatly changed from what they 
were in the time of former writers, and as thefe 
changes laid us under many more difficulties and 
perplexities than we had reafon to expeft, or than 
other BntiJIi lllips, hereafter bound to the South- 
Seas^ may perhaps think it prudent to llruggle 
with. 

This Ifland is efteemed by the natives to be no 
where above two leagues in breadth, though about 
nine in length; it lies in 49®: 45' of Weft lon- 
gitude of London, and extends from the South la- 
titude of 27° : 35^ to that of 28°. Although it 
be of a confiderable height, yet it is fcarce dif- 
ceinible at the didance of ten leagues, being then 
obfeured under the continent of Brazil, whofc 
mountains are exceeding high j but on a nearer 
approach it is eafy to be diftinguilhed, and may 
be leadily known by a’ number of fmdll Iflatjdis, 'ly- 
ing at each end, and fcattered along the.Eaft fade 
of it. In the annexe plate there is exhibited a 
very exadview of the N. E. end of * the Ifland, 
#iiefe {a) is its N. E. point, as ir appears when it 

F bears 
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bears N. \V. And is the fmall Ifland of 
redo, bearing N. N. W, at the diftance of feven 
leagues. The beft entrance to the harbour is be- 
tween the point (j) and the Ifland of /Jlvorcdo, where 
Chips may pafs under the guidance of their lead, 
without the leaft appi-thcnfion-. of danger. The 
view of this north entrance of the harbour is repre- 
fented in the fecond plate, where (a) is the N. W. 
end of St. Catherines Ifland, {u) Pm rot Ifland, ic) a 
battery on St, Catherine's, and (a) a battery on a fmall 
Ifland near the continent. Frezkr has siven a 

O 

di aught of this Ifland of St. Catherine’s, and of 
the neighjaouring coaft, and the minuter Ifles adja- 
cent 5 but he has, by tniftake, called the Ifland of 
Alvoredo the Ifle de Gal, whereas the, true Ifle de Gal 
lies feven or eight miles to the North- weftward of ic, 
and is much fmaller. He has alfo called an Ifland, 
to the fouchwaid of St. Catherine’s Alvoredo, and 
has omitted the Ifland Mafaqiira ;.in other refpedls 
his plan is fufSckntly exift. 

The Notch entrance of the harbour is in breadth 
about five miles, and the diftance from thence to 
the Ifland of St. Antonio is eight miles, and the 
coprfe from the entrance to St. Anlcnio is S. S. 
W. 4.W, About the middle of the Ifland the 
harbpur is contradled by two points of hand to a 
■narrow channel, no more than a quarter of a mile 
broad', and to defend this paflage, a battery was 
erefting on the point of land on the Ifland fide. 
|lut this feems tp be a very ufelefs work, as the 
jchannel has no more than two fathom water, an^i 
ippnfequently is navigable only for barks and boats, 
therefore feems to be a pajSage that an enemy 

could 
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could have no inducement to attempt, efpccially 
as the common pafiage at tlie North end of the 
Ifland is fo broad and lafe, t!r-t no fqcadron can 
be prevented from coming in by aiiy of their for- 
tiScaiiors, when the fea breeze is made. How- 
ever, the Brigadier Don Jofe Syha le Ptiz^ the 
Governor of this fettlement is deemed an expert 
Engineer, and he doubtkfs underfands one branch 
of his bufmefs very well, which is the advant.rges 
which new works bring to tho'e who aieentruded 
with the care of ereclmg them : for befidts the 
battery mentioned above, there are three other 
forts carrying on for the defence of the harbour, 
none of whKh are yet compltated. The firil of 
thefe, called Sl Juan, is bu:k on a point of St, 
Catherine's^ near P~rrot Ifland ; the fecond, in form 
of a half moon, is on the IflanJ of 5 /. J.Uonio ; and 
the third, which fi-ems to be the chief, and has feme 
appearance of a regular fortification, is dn an Ifland 
near the continent, where the GovCinor refides. 

The foil of the Ifland is truly luxuriant, pro- 
ducing fruits of many kinds fpontaneoufly ; and 
the ground is covered ever with one continued 
foreft of trees of a perpetual verdure, which fiom 
the exuberance of the foil, are fo entci'gled with 
briars, thorns, and underwood, a<. to form a thicket 
abfolutely impenetrable, except by fome narrow 
pathways which the inhabitants have , made for 
their own convenience. Thefe, with a fc<tt fj^ots 
cleared for plantations along the fliore facing the 
Continent, are the only uncovered parts of the 
Ifland. The woods are extremely fragrant, from 
tliS many aromatic trees aad 'jffiwabs with which 
F 2 they 
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they abound j and the fruits and vegetables of all 
cKmates thrive here, almoft without culture, and 
are to be procured in great plenty, fo that here is 
no want of pine-apples, peaches, grapes, oranges, 
lemons, citrons, melons, apricots, nor plantains. 
There are, befides great abundance of two other 
productions of no ftnall confideration for a lea- 
ftore, I mean onions and potatoes. The flefh pro- 
vifions are however much inferior to the vegetables : 
There are indeed fmall wild cattle to be purchafed, 
fomewhat like buffaloes, but thefe are very indif- 
ferent food, their flefh being of a loofe contexture, 
and generally of a difagreeable flavour, which is 
probably owing to the wild calabafh on which they 
feed. There are likewife great plenty of pheafants* 
but they are- not to be compared in tafte to thofe 
we have in England. The other provifions of the 
place are monkeys, parrots, and above all, fifh of 
various forts j thefe abound in the harbour, are ex- 
ceeding good, and are eafily catched, for there are 
a great number of fmall fandy bays very convenient 
for haling the 

The water both on the Ifland , and the oppofite 
continent is excellent, and* preferves at fea as well 
that of the Thames. For after it has been in the 
cafk a day or two it begins to purge itfelf, and 
(links moft intolerably, and is foon covered over 
; with a green feum : But this, in a few days, fub- 
iSdes to the bottom, and leaves the water as clear 
chryftal, and perfectly fweet. The French^ 
(whb, during their South-Sea trade in Queen Anne*% 
firft brought this place into repute) ufually 
;ii^^dcdand watered in Bm Feirt^ on, the continent 

fide. 
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fide, where they anchored with great fafcty in fix 
fathom water ; and this is doubtlefs the moft com- 
modious road for fuch fhips as intend to make 
only a fliort ftay. But we watered on the Si. Calhe- 
nne’s fide, at a plantation oppofite the Ifiand of S(. 
Antonio. 

Thefe are the advantages of this Ifland of St. Ca- 
therine's ; but there are many inconveniencies at- 
tending it, partly from its climate, but more from 
its new regulations, and the late form of govern- 
ment eftablifiied there. With regard to the cli- 
mate, it muft be lemembered, that the woods and 
hills which furroLind the harbour, prevent a free 
circulation of the air. And the vigorous vegeta- 
tion which confiantly takes place there, furnifhes 
fuch a prodigious quantity of vapour, that all the 
night, and great part of the Morning, a thick 
fog covers the whole country, and continues till ei- 
ther the fun gathers ftrength to diffipate it, or it 
is difperfed by a brilk fea-breeze. 1 his renders the 
place clofe and humid, and probably occafioned the 
many fevers and fluxes we weie there afflided with. 
Tch thefe exceptions I muft not omit to add, that 
all the day we weie peflered with gieat numbers 
of mufeatos, which are not much unlike the gnats 
in Engknd, but more venomous in their ftjngs. 
And at fun fet, when the mufeatos retired, they 
were fucceeded by an infinity of fand-flics, which, 
though fcarce difcernible to the naked eye, make 
a mighty buzzing, and .wherever thqr bite, raife 

fmall bump in the fiefii, which is icon attfended 
a painful itching, like that wifing from the 
bfiS qf an EngUJh harveff bog. But as the only’ 
F a light 
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light in which this place del'crvcs our confidera- 
tion, is its favourable fituat;on for ilipplying and 
refielhing our ciuizeis intended for the South' Seas ; 
in this view its greatell inconveniences remain Hill 
to be related ; And to do this more dillinclly, it 
will not be amifs to Cunfider the ciiangcs which 
it has lately undeigone, both in its inhabitants, its 
police, and its Governor. 

In the time of Frezur and Shohooh^ this place 
ferved only as a retreat to vagabonds and outlaws, 
who fieu thither from all parts of ih f's;/. T no did 
indeed acknowledge a fubjedion to the Ciovvn of 
Fortu^al, and had a pertbn among them whom they 
called their Captain, who was confides eel in fome 
fort as their Governor ; but both their allegiance to 
their King, and their obtdieiue to their Captain, 
feemed to be little more than verbal. For as they 
had plenty of provifions, but no n'oney, tfrey v/ere 
in a condition ilo fupport thcmfclvcs without the af- 
fifiance of any neighbouring fcttlomcnts, and had 
not amongft them the means of tempting any ad- 
jacent Governor to bufy his authotity about them. 

- In this fituation they were extremely hofpitable and 
friendly to fuch foreign ftlps as came urnoiigfl them. 
For thele fnips wanting only provifions,' of which 
the natives had great flore •, and the natives wanting 
clothes, (for they often dcfpiied .noni^y, and rtfufed 
to take it) which the fliips furiufbcd them with in 
exchange for their provifiijns, both fides found their 
account in this tralfick; and their Captain or Go- 
'vernor had neither power nnr interbft to reftrain 
ll, or to tax it. But of late (for reaibns which fliall 
, 1® fer^^ter mentioned) thefe honeft vagabonds have 
' ‘ ■ been 
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been oblit’ed to leceive aniongft them anew colony, 
and tolubmit 10 new laws and new forms ofgovern- 
menr. Inllead of th'^ir former ragged bare-legged 
Captain (whom ho '.fver they to.ik care to keep in- 
nocent) they have now the honour to be governed 
by Don Jofe Syh'> d: Paz, a Brigadier of the armies 
of Portugal. This Gentleman has with him a gar- 
rifon of foldiers, ^'’d has confeqnently a more ex- 
teiifivc and a better fopp'.rtcd power than any of his 
predecefibrs ; and as he wears better cloches, and 
lives more fplendicily, and has befides a much bet- 
ter knowledge of the '.mpci tance of money than they 
could ever pretend to, lo he pu^s in pradlice certain 
methods of pn curing it, with vi^hah they were ut- 
tetly unacquainted. But it may be much doubted, 
if the inhabitants confider thTe methods as tending 
to promote either their inteiells or that of their So- 
vereign the King of PortugvJ. This is certain, that 
bis behaviour cannot but be extremely embarrafRng 
to (hips as touch tiiere in their way to 

the Setub-Seas. For one of his pi adlices was pLcing 
centinels at all the avenues, to prevent the people 
from felling us any refielhments, except at fuch ex- 
orbitant rates as we could not afioid to give. Flis 
pretence for thk extraoidiii.iry ftretch of power was, 
that he was oblige.! to prefeive cheir provifions for 
upwards of an hundred families, which they daily 
expedted to reinforce their colony. Hence he ap- 
pears to be no novice in his profcflion, by his rea* 
tlinefs at inventing a plaufibie pretence for hia io- 
terefted management. However, this',' though fuf- 
Ssiiently provoking, was far from being the moft cx- 
ce^sSanable part of his coni^udt. For by the neigh- 
F 4 bourhood 



64 Ld, ANSON’S VOYAGE 
bourhood of the river Plate, a confiderable ftnug- 
gling traSick is parried on between the Portuguefe 
and the Spaniards, efpecially in the exchanging gold 
for filver, by vyhich both Princes are defrauded of 
their fifths ; and in this prohibited commerce, Don 
Jofe was fo deeply engaged, that in order to ingra- 
tiate himfelf with his Spanijh correfpondents' (for 
no other reafon can be given for his procedure) he 
treacheroufly difpatched an exprefs to Buenos Jyres, 
in the river of Plate, where Pizarro then lay, with 
an account of our arrival, and of the ftrength of 
our fquadrpn j particularly mentioning the number 
of fljxps, guns, and men, and every circumftance 
which lie pould fuppofe our enemy defirous of be- 
ing acquainted with. And the fame perfidy every 
Britijh cruizer may expeft, who touches at St. Ca* 
iherhe's, while it is under the Government of Don 
Jofe Sylva de Paz. 

Thus much, with what we fliall be neccffitated to 
relate in the courfe of our own proceedings, may 
fufHce as to the prefent ftate of St. Catheunds, and 
the character of its Governor. But as the reader 
may be defiroUs of knowing to what caufes the late 
new modelling of this fettleroent is owing ; to fa- 
tisfy him in this particular, it will be neceOary to 
^ive a fliort account of the adjacent continent of Bra- 
%/, and of the wonderful' difcoveiics which have 
feeen made there within tbefe laft forty years, which, 
from a country of bur mean eftimatidn, has ren- 
dered it now p;rhaf)s the moft confiderable colony 

tl'ip face of the glo^. ' • ‘ ’ * > 

. 'pountry' was firft difeovered Jby .Anmicus 
.^mi^t'^i^Morefitine^ who ha<| tht good fortune tp 
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be honoured wkh giving his name to the immenfe 
continent, Ibme time before found out by Columbus. 
VefptiHo being in the fervice .of the Portuguefe, it 
was fettled and planted by that Nation, and with 
the other dominions of P.ertugak devolved to the 
Crown of Spain, when that Kingdom became fub- 
jedb to it. During the long war between Spain 
and the States of Holland, the Dutch poffefled 
themfelves of the northermofl. part of Brazil, and 
were mafters of it for fome yeajrs. when the 

Portitguefe revolted froni the Spanifls Government# 
this country took part in the revolt, and foon re- 
polTeffed themfelves of the places the Dutch had 
taken i fince which time it has continued without 
interruption under the Crown of Portugal, being, 
till the beginning of the prefent century, only pro- 
dudilive of fugar, and tobacco, and a few other 
commodities of very littje account. 

But this country, which for many years was 
only confidered for the produce of its plantations, 
ha^' been lately difeovered to abound with the two 
minerals, which mankind hold in the greateft ef- 
teem, and which they exert their utmoft art and 
indiiftiy in acquiring, I mean gold and diamonds. 
.Gold was firft found in the mountain's, which lie 
adjacent to the city of Rio Janeiro. The occafion 
of its difeovery is varioufly related, but the ittoft 
common account is, that the Indians, lying on the 
back of the fettlemerits,- were obfervtd 

by the foldiers employed in an expedition againft: 
them, to make ufe of this metal for their fifii- 
'hooks 5 and their manner of procuring it being 
e^trired into, it appeared iliat' great quantities- df 
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it were annuiny wafced from ti'e i;;]Jsj, and left 
amongfl the End and gravel, wirch rei-jained in 
the \'aiiifcs after the rumvng ofF, c; cvaporr.non of 
the water. It is now little rncre than /orry ycais 
lince any quHnSties of go!J wort'-* no. ice have been 
impoiLeci to L:<rope from Bicid, but fince that 
time the annual imports from thence have been 
continually augmented by the difeovery of places 
in other provinces, where it is to be met with as 
plentifully as at firft about Rto yaaeiro. And it is 
now fad, that theie is a fmall flender vein of it 
fpread through all the country, at about twenty- 
four feet fiom the furface,- but that this vein is too 
thin and pdor to anfwer the ex'pence of digging % 
ho ^ ever, where the rivers or rams have had any 
Ci uife for a confiderable time, there gold is always 
to be colle^lcd, the water having frparated the ive- . 
tal from the earth, and depofited it in the fands, 
the'-eby fav'ing the e'tpenct.s of digging: fo that 
ic is elleemed an infallible gain to be able to di- 
vert a- ilream from its channel, and to lanfack its 
bed. From this account of ga'diering this metal, 
it fhouid follow, that there are propcily no gold 
mines in Erazi'i and this the Governor of R,o 
(who being at St. G?/ A ?■»?,' fs, frequently 
vifued' Mr. Jofin) did moft confidently affirm* 
affuring us, that the gold was all colleded either 
from riveis, or from the beds of torrents after 
floods. It is indeed aflerted, that in the moun- 
tains, large rocks are found abounding with this 
i^talj and 1 myfeif have feen the fragment of 
of tbc'fe rocks, with a confiderabils Ipmp of 
in it} but pven m this cafe the 

work- 
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workmen bre^k oft the rocks, and do not pi r- 
ly mine into them ; and the gteat expencc hi fub- 
fifting among thefe mountains, and afrerwaiJ: in 
fepaiating the metal from the ftone, makes this 
method of piocuring gold to be but raicly put in 
pradice. 

The examining the bottoms of riveis, and the 
gullies of torrents, and the wafiiing the gold found 
theiein from the fand and dirt, with which it Is al- 
ways mixed, are works performed by flaves, who 
are principally Negroes, kept in great numbers by 
the Poyti-g.:ele for thele pnrpofes. The regula- 
tion of tiic duty of ti ele flaves is lingular: For 
they ?.ic each of them obliged to furnifli their maf- 
ter with the eighth part of an ounce of geld per 
dim ; and if they are either fo fortunate or in- 
duftrious as to collect a greater quantity, the fur- 
plus is confidered as their own property, and they 
have the liberty of difpofing of it as they think 
fit. So that it is faid, fome Negroes who have ac- 
cidentally fallen upon rich wafhing places have 
themfelves purchafed flaves, and have lived after- 
wards in great fp!end>.r, their original mafter hav- 
ing no other demand on them than the daily fuppjy 
of the foreiucntioned eighth ; which, as the For- 
iigiieze ounce is fume what lighter than our troy 
ounce, may amount to about nine (hillings fter- 
ling. 

The quantity of gold thus coltedled in the Bfa- 
zHsi and returned annually to JJjbon^ may be in 
fome degree eftifnated from the amCruat of the 
King’s fifth. I'his hath of late beSnf efleemed, one 
year with another, to be one hundred and fifty ap- 

roves 
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roves of 32 Ih. Portugueze weight each, which at 
4/. the troy ounce, makes very near 300,000/. . 
ilerling ; and confequently, the capital, of which 
this is the fifth, is about a million and a half fter- 
3 |ng. It is obvious that the annual return of gold 
to Lifion cannot be lefs than this, though it be dif- 
ficult to determine how much it exceeds it ; per- 
haps we may not be very much miftaken in our 
eoDjediurc, if we fuppofe the gold exchanged for 
filver with the Spaniards at Buenos Jyres, and what 
is brought piivily to Europe, and efcapes the duty, 
amounts to near half a million more, which will 
make the whole annual produce of the Brazilian 
gold near two millions fterling *, a prodigious fum 
to be found in a country, which a few years fince 
was pot known to furnifh a fingle grain. 

I have already mentioned, that befides gold, 
this country does hkewife produce diamonds. The 
difcovery of thefe valuable ftones is much more 
recent than that of gold, it being as yet fcarce 
SO years fince the firft were brought to Europe. 
They are found in the fame manner as the gold 
in the gullies of torrents and beds of rivers, but 
only in particular places, and not fo univerfally 
fpread through the country. They were often 
found in walhing the gold before they were known, 
ra be diamonds, and were confequently thrown 
away with the • fand and gravel feparated fiom it. 
And it is very well remembered, that numbers of 
very large ftones, which would have made the 
fertunes of the poffeffors, have paffed unregarded 
the hands of tbofe, wh@f now with im- 
the mortifying reflexion., How- 
. , evtri. 
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ever, about twenty years fince, a perfon acquaint- 
ed with the appearance of rough diamonds, con- 
ceived that thefe - pebbles, as they were then ef- 
teemed, were of the fame kind : but it is faid, that 
there was a confiderable interval between the firfl: 
flatting of this opinion, and the confirmation of it 
by proper trials and examination, it proVihg dif- 
ficult to perfuade the inhabitants, that what they 
had been long accuftomed to defpife, could be of 
the importance reprefented by this difcovery ; and 
I have been informed, that in this interval, a Go- 
vernor of one of their places procured a good num- 
ber of thefe flones, which he pretended to make 
ufe of at cards to mark with, infiead of counters. 
But it was at laft confii med by fldlful Jewellers in. 
Europe^ confulted on this occafion, that the flones 
thus flund in Brazil v/ste truly diamonds, many of 
which were not inferior, either in luftre, or any 
other quality, to thofe of the E&fi-Indies, On 
this determination, the Porluguefe, in the neigh- 
bourhood of thofe places where they had firft been 
obierved, fet themfelves to fearch for them with 
great alTiduity. And they were not without great 
hopes of difeovering confiderable malfes of them, 
as they found large rocks of chryftai in many of 
the mountains, from whence the ftreams came 
which wafhed down the diamonds. 

But it was foon reprefented to the King of 
tugah that if fuch plenty of diamonds Ihould be 
met with, as their fanguine conjeiflures fcemed lo 
indicate, ' this would fo debafe their value, and di- 
minifh their eftimatbn, that befides ruining aU 
die Eurepeam, who had any quanofey of Indian 

diamonds 
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diamonds in their pofieffion, it would render the 
difcovery itfelf of no importance, and would pre- 
vent his Majefty fiom receiving any advantages 
from it. And on thefe confiderations his Majelly 
has thought proper to reftrain the general fearch 
of diamonds, and has erecied a D'amond Com- 
pany, for that purpo.'e, with an exclufive charter. 
This Company, in confiderat'o.n of a fum paid to 
the King, is veiled with the property of all dia- 
monds found in £razi7 : But to hinder their col- 
lefting too large quantities, and thereby reducing 
their v.due, they are prohibited from employing 
above eight hundred (laves in fearching after them. 
And to prevent any , of his other fubjects from 
afling the f-.me part, and Ilkewife to fecure the 
Company from being defrauded by the interfering 
of interlopers in their trade and property, he has 
depopulated a I'.rge town, and a confiderable dif. 
triiil: lound it, and has obliged the inhabitants, 
who are laid to amount to fix thoufand, to remove 
to another part of the country ; for this town be- 
ing in the neighbourhood of the diamonds, it was 
thought impofiible to prevent fuch a number of 
people, who were on the fpot, from frequently 
fmu_gling. 

In confequence of thefe important difeoveries 
in Brazil, new laws, new governments, and new 
f^ulations have been eftablilhed in many parts of 
ihe Country, for not long fince a confiderable 
ifad, pofTefled by a fet of inhabitants, who from 
tfieir principal fettlcment were called Paulifts, was 
sfenpft independent of the Crown 'of Portugal^ 
it fcarccly acknowledged more than a 
iB&fiaitwl' alk^^ T'liefe are'Jaid to be 

6 . • ; ' iic** 
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defcendants of thofe Portu^uefe, who rethcd from 
the northern part of Brazil, when it was invaded 
and pofieffed by the Butch. A-, from the confu- 
fion of the times they were long neglefle d by their 
fuperiors, and were obliged to provide for their 
own fecurity and defence, the neceflity of their 
affairs produced a kind of government* amongft 
them, which they found fulBcient for the confined 
manner of life to which they were inurtd. Ard 
being thus habituated to their own regulations, 
they at length grew fond of their independency : 
So that rejedting and defpifing the mandates of 
the Court of Lijhon, they were often engaged in 
a ftate of downright rebellion; And the moun- 
tains ftiirounding their country, and the diffxuUy 
of clearing the few paffages that opm into it, ge- 
nerally put it in their power to rralte their own 
terms before they fu'rmlttcd. But as gold was 
found to abound in this country of the Fcuiiih^ 
the prefent King of Pcrtugal (duiing whole reign 
almofV the whole difcoveries I have mentioned 
were begun and compleated) rhoughr it incum- 
bent on him to reduce this province, which nov/ 
became of great conlequenct-, fo the fame depen- 
dency and obedience with the reft of the country, 
yvhich, I am told, he has at laft, though with 
great difficulty, happily eHedlcd. And the lame 
motives which induced his Majefty to undertake 
the redudtion of the Paulijls has alfo occafioni^ 
the changes I have mentioiwd* to have taken place 
at the Ifland of St. Ckherin/s, For the Governor 
of Rio Grande, of whom 1 have already fpoken, 
^qred us that in the neighbourhood of this Ifland 

there 
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there were cdnfiderable rivbs which were foiind 
to be extremely rich, and that this was the realbn 
that a garrifon, a military Governor, and a hew 
colony was fettled there. And as the harbour at 
this Ifland is by much the fecureft and the moft ca- 
pacious of any on the cqaft, it is not improbable, 
if the riches of the neighbourhood anfwer their ex- 
pediation, but it may become, in tiire, the prin- 
cipal fettlement in Brazil, and the moft confider- 
able port itl all South Atierica. 

Thus much I have thought heceftary to infert^ 
in relation to the prcfeftt ftate of Brazil, and of 
the Ifland of St. Cathmmh. For as this laft plate 
has been generally recotnmended as the tnoft eli- 
, gible port for our cruifers to reffeflx at, which art 
bound to the South’Seas, I believed it to be my 
duty to inftruft my countrymen, in the hitherto uD'* 
fufpedled inconveniencies which attend that place. 
And as the Brofiliaii gold and diamonds are fub- 
jedts, about which, from their novelty, very feW 
particulars have been hitherto publilhed, I con- 
ceived this account I had collcdted of them, would 
appear to the reader to be neither a trifling nor a 
wielefs digreflion. Thefe fubjefts being thus diC- 
patched, I ftiall now return to the feries of our owrt 
proceedings. 

When we fiift arrived at Si. Calberim^ we- 
were employed in refrelhing-tour flek on fhore, 
in wooding and watering the" fquadron, cleanfing 
®ar Ihips, and examining and fecuring pup, mails 
and ngging, as I have already obferved in, the 
fibbing chapter. At the fame tkne Mir, 4nfm 
that the ftiips companies ftjoyld 
'• ■■ '■ be 
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be fupplied with frefh meat, and that they (hould 
be vifloared with whole allowance of all the kinds 
of provifion. In cor.fequence of thele orders, we 
had frefli beef fent on board us continually for 
our daily expence, and what was wanting to make 
up our allowance we received from our vidtualier 
the Anna Pink^ in order to preferve the provifions 
on board our fquadron entire for our future fer- 
vice. The feafon of the year growing each day 
lefs favourable for our paffige round Cape Horn, 
Mr. An/oa was very dehrous of leaving this place 
as foon as poflible and we were at firft in 
hopes that our whole bufinefs would be done, 
and we Ihould be in a readinefs to fall in about a 
fortnight from our arrival: But, on examining 
the T'ryaPs malts, we, to our no fmail vexation, 
found inevitable employment for twice that time. 
For, on a furvey, it was found that the main- 
mail: was fprung at the upper woulding, though 
it was thought capable of being fecured by a 
couple of filhes •, but the fore-mad was reported 
to be unfit for fervice; and thereupon the Carpen- 
ters were fent into the woods, to endeavour to 
find a ftick proper for a fore mall. But after a 
foarch of four days, they returned without hav- 
ing been able to meet with any tree fit for the 
purpofei. This obliged them to come to a fecond 
confutation, about i^e old fore-fuaft, when it was 
a^eed to endeavour to focure it^ by caffog it with 
three fillies; And in' this work the Carpenters 
were employed, till-, within. a day or ti^ip of our 
%Uhg. In the mean time, the think- 

i]||;jc*necefiary to have a clean,, velfel on our ar- 

Q X.Vu’J. 
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rival in the Soutb-Sm^ ordered the Tryal to be- 
hove down, as this would not occafion any lofs of 
time, but might be compleated while the Car- 
penters were refitting her mails, which was done 
on fhore. 

On the 07th of December we difeovered a fail in 
the Offing, and not knowing but Ihe might be a 
Span'ard^ the eighteen oared-boat was manned and 
armed, and fent under the command of our fe- 
cop 4 Lieutenant, to examine her, before ftie ar- 
rived within the protection of the forts. She 
proved to be a Portuguefe Brigantine from Rta 
Gr&nds. And though our Officer, a^ it appeared 
on inquiry, had behaved with the utmOft , civifity 
to the Mafier, and had refufed to accept a calf, 
which the Matter would have forced on him as a 
prefent; yet the Governor took great offence at 
our lending our boat ; and talked of it in a high 
drain, as a violation of the peace fubfifting between 
the Crowns bf Great Bnlatn and Portugal. We at 
firft imputed this ridiculous bluftering to no deeper 
^cifhfe, than Don 'Joft'^ infolence j but as we found 
Tio proceeded fo far as to charge our Officer with 
behaving rudely, and opening letters, and particu- 
larly with an attempt to take out of the veileJ, by 
violence, the very calf which we knew he had re- 
fuled tp receive as a prefent,- (a circumftance wftich 
■ wc were fatisfied the Governor was weU' acqfialnt^d 
with) we had thence rcafon to fBfpeft,* thht he pwr-* 
pofely fought this quarrel, and had mqrS’Jubpbitanf 
mptiyes for engaging in it, than thfe Tnere'eaptibus 
of his temper. WBat th'ej^e ' iWQj;i^e? jvere, it 
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was not fo eafy for us to determine at that time; but 
as We afterwards found by letters, which fell into 
our hands in the South-Seas, that he had difpatched 
an exprefs to Biieyios Ayes, wheie Pizarto then lay, 
with an account of our fquadron’s arrival at St. Ca- 
tharine\, together with the moft ample and circum- 
ftantiai intelligence of our force and condition, we 
thence conjeftured that Don Jcfe had raifed this 
groundlefs clamour, only to prevent our vifiting the 
Brigantine whtn fhe Ihould put to fea again, left we 
might there find proofs of his perfidious behaviour, 
and perhaps, at the fame time, difcover the fecret 
of his fmugghng correfpondence with his neighbou- 
ring Governors, and the Spaniards at Bucnos Ayies. 
But to proceed. 

It was near a month before the ST ryal was refit- 
ted; for not only her lower mails were dcfe&ive, as 
hath been already mentioned, but her main top- 
mad and fore-yard were likewife decayed and rot- 
tenj While this woik was carrying pn, the other 
fliips of the fquadron fiked new ftanding rigging, 
and fet up a fufficient number of preventer Ihrouds 
to each mail, to fecure them in the moft efiedlual 
manner. And in order to render the Ihips ftifFer, 
and to enable them to carry more fail abroad, and 
to prevent their ftrairting their upper works in hard 
gales of wind, each Captain had order? given him 
to ftrike down fome of their great guns into the 
hold, Thefe precautions being complied with, 
■and each ftiip having taken in as much wood and 
water, as there was room for, the Ttyal was at laft 
ct^pleated, and the whole fquadron was ready 
fb£;t|e fea : On which the tents on Chore were 
G 2 firuck, 



76 Lp. AN son’s VOY A (Sfi 

ftruck, and all the lick were received on board’. 
And here we had a melancholy proof how much 
the heakhinefe of this place had been over-rated 
by former writers *, for we found that though the 
Centurion alone had buried no lefs than twenty-eight 
men lince our arrival, yet the number of her fick 
was in the fame interval incrcafed from eighty to 
ninety-fix. When our crews were embarked, and 
every thing was prepared for our departure, the 
Commodore made a fignal for all Captains, and 
delivered them their orders, containing the fuc- 
ceffive places of rendezvous from hence to the 
coaft of China.. And then, on the next day, be- 
ing the 18 th of January, the fignal w>as made for 
weighing, and the fquadron put to fea, leaving 
without regret, this ifland of St. Catharine''^ j where 
we had been lb extremely difappointed in our re- 
frclbments, in our accommodations, and in the 
humane and friendly office w-hich we had been 
taught to expedt in a place, which hath been ib 
much Celebrated for its hofpitality, freedom,' and 
conveniency. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 

The run from St. Catb^rine’s to port St. Ju- 
Uviy with fome account of that port, and 
of the country to the foutliward of the 
river of Phiie. 

I N leaving Si. Catharinsh,- w left the lafl. ami- 
cable\port we propofed to touch at, and were 
now proceeding to an hoftile, or at befl, a defarc 
and inhofpicable coafl:. And as we were to expedt 
a more boifterous climate to the ibuthward than 
any we had yet experienced, not only our danger 
of reparation would by this means be much greater 
than it had been hitherto, but other accidents of a 
more mifchievoijs nature were likewife to be ap- 
prehended, and as much as polTibk to be provided 
againff, Mr. therefore, in appointing the 

various ftations at which the fhips of the fquadron 
were to rendezvous, had confidered, tljat it was 
poffible his own fnip might be difabted from get- 
ting round Cape Horn, or might be loft, and had 
given proper diredlion, that even in that cafe the 
jsxpedition fliould not be abandoned. For the or- 
ders delivered to the Captains, the day before we 
failed from St. Catbanne\ were, that in cafe of re- 
paration, which they were with the utmoft care to 
endeavour to avoid, the firft place of rendezvous 
ihould be the bay of port St. Julim\ deferib^ng 
the place from Sir John J}^arhorou^h^^ ^pcoqnt' of 
G 3 it: 
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it : There they were to fupply themfelves with as 
much fait as they could take in, both for their own 
life, and for the ufe of the fquadron j and if, after 
a ftay of ten days, they were not joined by the 
Commodore, they were then to proceed through 
Slrei^^ti k Mens round Cape into the Souths 
S.'as, where the next place of rendezvous was to 
be the Illand of Nojira Senora del Socoro^ in ,the 
lat tude of 45° South, and longitude from the Li- 
%flTd 71®; 12' Weft.- They were to bring this 
Ifland to bear. E. N. E. and to cruize from five 
to twelve leagues didance from it, as long as; 
their ftore of wood- and waCiir would permit, 
both which they were to expenti with the utmoft 
frugality. And when they were under an abfolute 
neceffity of a frefli fupplyj they were to ftand iji, 
and endeavour to find 'out an anchoring place; 
and in cafe they could not, and the weather made 
it dangerous to fupply their fhips by ftanding off 
and on, they were then to make the bed of their 
way to the Ifland of Juan Fernandes, in the lati- 
tude of 35°: 37' South. Ac this Ifland, as foot! as 
they had recruited their wood and water, they 
were to continue cruizing off the anchoring place 
for fifcy.fix da^s; in which time, if they were not 
joined by the Commpdore, they might conclui;le 
that feme accident had befallen him, and, ffiey 
were forthwith to put themfelves under the com- 
mand of the fenio.r Officer, who was to life his ut- 
, mbft endeavours to annoy the enemy,. both by, fca 
land. Vifith thefe views their new .Commodore 
■*i^arto continue in thofe feas as long' as his provi- 

fioiw 
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fions lafled, or as long as they were recruited by what 
he fliould take from the enemy, rtferving only a llif- 
ficienc quantity to carry him and th.e fhips under h'S 
command to Macca^ at the entrance of the river of 
Canto" on the Coaft of Cbma, where having ftippU- 
ed himfelf with a new ftock of provifions, he was 
thence, without delay, to make the beft of his way 
to England. A'nd as it was found impoflible as yet 
to unload our Victualler the Anna Pink, the Com- 
modore gave the Mafier of her the fame rendezvous, 
and the fame orders to put himfelf under the com- 
mand of the remaining fenior Officer. 

Under thefe orders the fquadron failed fr im St. 
Catharines on Sunday the i Sth of Jauuc'i'y, as 
hath been already mentioned in the preceding 
chapter. The next day we had very fqually wca-- 
ther, attended with rain, lightning, and thunder, 
but it foon became fair again with light breezes,' 
and continued thus till Wednefday evening, when 
it blew frelh again-, and increafing all night, by 
eight the next morning it became a moft violent 
ftorm, and we had with it fo thick a fog, that it 
was impoffible to fee at the diftance of two ffiips 
length, fo that the whole fquadron difappeared. 
On this a fignal was made, by firing guns, to 
to with the larboard tacks, the wind being il^n 
dueEaft. We ourfelves immediately Jhanjlert ^hb 
top^fails, bonted,tbe maia>faiV ;and 'lfty ta.un^er 
a reefed roizen tjli noon, when the fog difpeiEfedj 
and we foon dKconrered all the fhips of the fqua# 
dron,. except the Pesr/, who did’ oott; join uS' till 
am & month afterwards. Ind<fed th^'.ffj4f Sloo^ 

G 4 , ' ' ' .was 
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was a great way to the leeward, having loft her main 
maft in the fquall, and having b.en obliged, for 
fear of bilging, to cut away the laft. We therefore 
bore down with the fquadton to her relief, and the 
Gkticefier was ordered to take her in tow • for the 
weather did not entirely abate tiil the day after, and 
even then, a great fwcll cone nued fiom the eaft- 
virard, in confequence of the prci'-ciing ftorm. 

After this accident we dood to the fouthward 
with little interruption, and here we experienced 
the fame fetcing of the current, which we had ob- 
ferved before our arrival at St. Catharine'^-, that is, 
we generally found ourfeWes to the foythward of 
our reckoning,' by about tweoiy.' miles each day. 
This deviation, with a little inequality, lafted' till 
we had pafled the latiiude of the river of Plats i 
and even thrn, we diftovered that the fame cur- 
rent, howe-rer difficult to be accounted for, did 
j'et undoubtedly take place; for we were not fatis- 
fied in deducing it from the eiror'in our reckon- 
ing, but we adually tiled it moie than once, when 
a calm made it pradicuble. 

As foon a', we ha i pifled the latitude of the 
river of Plate, we had foundings 'yffiich continued 
all along the coaft of Petagon'M. Thefe found.- 
tf^s, when well'afcertained, being of 'treat ufe in 
determining the pofinon of the fbip, n 'd we hav- 
ing tried them moie frequently, ar.U in greater 
^pths, and with more attenfon, than I believe 
^|;hi.been done befoie us ; I .'ssall recite cur ohfer- 
,^ions iis fuccinflly as I < an, referring ip the 
hereafter infertctl in the ninth chapter of this 

* book. 
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l)ook, for a general view of the whole. In the 
latitude of 36° : 52', we had fixty fathom of water, 
with a bottom of fi.,e blapk and grey fand; from 
thence to 39® ; 55'j we varied our depths from fifty 
to eighty fathom, though we had conftantly the 
fame bottom as before j between the laft mentioned 
latitude, and 43® : 16', vye had only fine grey fand, 
with the fame Variation of depths, except that we 
once or twice leflened our water to forty fathom. 
'After this, we continued in forty fathom for about 
half a degree, having a bottom of coarfe fand and 
broken fbells, at which time we were in fight of 
land, and not above feven leagues frorn it : As we 
edged from the land, we met with variety of found- 
ings i firft black fand, then muddy, and foon after 
rough ground with ftones j but when we had in^ 
creafed our water to forty-eight fathom, we had a 
muddy bottom to the latitude of 46“ : 10'. ■ Hence 
drawing towards the Chore, we had firft thirty-fix 
fathom, and ftill k-ept flioalitig our water, till at 
length we came into twelve fathom, having con- 
ftantly frnaU ftones and pebbles at the bottom. Part 
of this time we had a view of Cape Blanco, which 
lies in about the latitude of 47® : lo", and longi- 
tude Weft irom London 69°. This is the moft jre<^ 
markable land upon the coaft: Two very exadb, 
yiews of it are exhibited ip the third .plate, .where 
r?prefents the -Cape itfelfi tbefe. dmpghts will 
fully enable %ure yoyagers^-tQ; diftinguifij it. 
Steering from heq,ce :S. by E- nearly,',' we, ..in 9 
fiyi, of abput thirty leagues, deepned w^^te^ to 
fathom, without once, alterip^ihc bottom k 

and 
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and then drawing towards the lliore with a S. W. 
jcooi'fe, varying rather to the weftward, we hadcon- 
ftantly a fandy bottom, till our coming into thirty 
fathom-s where we had again a fight of land diftant 
from us about eight leagues, lying in the latitude of- 
48°: 31*. V'e n’aic this land on ttie lyth of Ff- 
iruary, and at five that afternoon we came to an 
anchor, having the fame foundings as before, in the 
hticade of. 48® : 58', the fouthermoil land thetr in 
view bearing S. S. W. the northermolt N. 4- E. a 
fmall Ifland N. W. and the weftcrmoft hummock 
W. S. W. In this ftationf we found the tide to 
fttf 9. by Wii dnd weighing again af five the next 
OioiwtBgv S'® botw aferwards difce^cifed 
«pon which the Severn and Gloue^ir were loth 'di^ 
redied to give cbace*, but we fooo perceivediif to 
be the which feparated from us a few- days 

after \ye left St. Catharine*s, and on this we made 
a fignal for- the Severn to rejoin the fquadron, 
leaving the Gloutefier alone in the purfuit. And 
now- we were furprized to fee, that pn the G/arr- 
tefieF^ apjxoaith, the people on board the Prar/ 
inckafed their fail, and flood from her. How- 
ever, the Gbueejier came up with them, but found 
them with tljsip hammocks in their nettings, , and 
iBVery thing ready for an engagement. At two 
the afternoon- the Pearl joined us, and Wtn- 
fcig up under our flern. Lieutenant Salt baled 
the Soanmodorei and acquainted birn, that Cap- 
diftd 'on' the 31 A of Jam&vy'. H-e like- 
mformicd os, that he had feen five ' large 
i-oth mftan-t, which he ■ foO'fotne tinie 

iitnagin^ 
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imagined to be our fquadron : So that he fufTered 
the commanding fliip, which wore a red broad 
pendant, exadly refembling that of the Commo- 
dore, at the main top* mad head, to come within 
gun-Chot of him before he difcovered his miftake j 
but then, finding it not to be the Centurion^ he haled 
dole upon the wind, and crowded from them with 
all his fail, and (landing crofs a ripling, where they 
hefitated to follow him, he happily elcaped. He 
made them to be five Spanijh men of war, one of 
them exceedingly like she Gloticefie,\ which was the 
pccafion of his appreiienfions, when the Gloticejisr 
chaced him. By their appearance he thought they 
confifted of two Ihips of feventy guns, two of fifty, 
and one of forty guns. It feems the whole fqua- 
dron continued in chace of him all that day, but at 
pight finding they could not get near him, they 
gave over the chace, and diredted their courfe to 
the fouthward. 

Had it not been for the neceffity we were un- 
der* of refitting ih&Tryal, this piece of intelligence 
would have prevented our making any ftay at St, 
Jukan’s-, but as it was impoffible for that floop 
to prodeed round the Cape in her prelent con- 
dition, fome ftay there was inevitable, and rildfe- 
fore the feme evening we came to an anchor again 
in twgrityifive 'fathom water j the bottom a mix- 
ture of mud 'ari^ fend*, and thfe 'high hummock 
bearing s. W. by 'W; ‘ ■ And wcigblhg at nine in 
the' morning, we ‘fent- the two Cutters belonging 
tO' the Centurion and Severn in fhore, ’ te' difcover 
-harbour of St. fttHan, yvhiIe''tSie Ihips kept 

Handing 
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ft^nding along' the coaft’, about the diftance of a 
league from the land. At fix o’clock we anchored 
in the bay of St, Julian, in nineteen fathom, the 
bottom muddy ground w.th fand, the northermoft 
land in fight beating N. and by E. the (buthermoft 
S, 4- E. and the high hummock, to which Sir John 
2^arborougb formerly gave the name of M^ood's Mount, 
"W. S. W. Soon after, the Cutter returned on board, 
having difcovcted the harbour, which 'did not ap- 
pear to us in our fituation, the northermoft point 
•{hutting in upon the fouthermoft, and in appearance 
dofing the entrance. To facilitate the knowledge 
of this cpaft to future Navigators, there are two 
•views in the 4 th and 5 th jilatest the firft pf the land 
cf Patagonia, to the no. th ward of port St.-juUath 
•where (w)h fFood's Mount, and the h^y of St. Ju- 
lan lies round the point ( c). The fecdnd view is of 
the bay itfelf j and here again ('w)h Wopd*s Adcmt, 
(a) is Cape St. Julian, and (b) the port or river’^ 
mouth. 

Being come tp an anchor in this bay of St. Ju- 
lian, principally with a view of refitting the Tryal, 
the Carpenters were immediately employed in that 
bufinefs, and continued fo during our whole £Uy 
at the place. The "Tryads, main maft having been 
carded away about twelve feut below the cap, they 
contrived to make the remaining part of tlic maft 
feeve ag-ain *, and the Wager was ordered to fupply 
her with a fpare main top-maft, which th? Carpen- 
ters, converted into a new fore maft. And I carinoc 
lielpobferving, that this accident to the 
^fitoh.gave us fo much- uneafinefe, 

account 
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account of the delay it occafioned, was, in all pro- 
bability, the means of preferving the Sloop, and all 
her crew. For before this, her mads, how well fo- 
ever proportioned to a better climate, were much too 
lofty for thefe high fcuthern latitudes: So that, had: 
they weathered the preceding ftorm, it would have 
been impoSible for them to have ftood againft thofe 
feas and tempefts we afterwards encountered in paf- 
fing round Cape Heffty and the lofs of mads in that 
boifterous climate, would fcarcely have been attended 
with lels than the lofs of the veflel, and of every mnn 
on board her ; fince it would have been impradlicable 
for the other Ihips to have given them any relief, 
during the continuance of thofc impetuous dorms. 

Whild we dayed at this place, the Commodore 
appointed the Honourable Captain Mimisy to fuc- 
ceed to the Pearl, and Captain Cheap to the W'a- 
ger, he promoted Mr. Charles Saunder'y hisfirfl: 
Lieutenant, to the command of the Tr)'al Sloop. 
But Captain Saunders lying dangeroufly ill of a fe- 
ver on board the Centurion, and it being the opinion 
of the Surgeons, that the removing him on board 
his own Ihip, in his prefent condition, might tend 
to the hazard of his life •, Mr. Anfon gave an order 
to Mr. Samnarezy firft Lieutenant of the Centurim, 
to aft as Mader and Commander of the Tr^al, dar- 
ing the illne.'s of Captain Saunders, 

Here the Commodore, too, in order to jcafe the 
expedition of all anneceffary expcncc, held a far- 
‘ th^r confultation with his Captains about, unload- 
ing and difehargihg the Anna Pinkt but they re- 
.prefented to him, that they were fo' far from- being 
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in a condition of taking any part of her loading on 
board, that they had ftill great quantities of provi- 
fions in the way of their guns between decks, and 
that their fliips were withal fo very deep, that they 
•were not fit'for aftion without being cleared. This 
put the Commodore under a neceflity of retaining 
the Pink in the lervice ; and as it was apprehended 
we fliould certainly meet with the Spanijb fquadron, 
in pafling the Cape, Mr. Anfon thought it advife- 
able to give orders to the Captains, to put all their 
provifions, which were in the way of their guns, on 
board the Anna Pink, and to remount fu'ch of their 
guns as had fomierry, fortbeciifii bf their fljips, 
l«eo tft'dferhd into the hold. 

This bay of St. Julian, ^here ^e are' now at 
anchor, being a convenient rendezvous, in cafe of 
feparation, for all cruizers bourld fo the fodth- 
ward, and the whole co^ft of Patagonia, from the 
river of Plate to the Streights of Magellan, lying 
nearly parallel to their ufual route, a fhort account 
of the Angularity of this country, with a particular 
defcription of port St, Julian, may, perhaps, be 
neither unacceptable to the curious, nor unworthy 
the attention of future Navigators, as fome of 
them, by unforefeeh accidents, may be obliged 
to' run in with the land, ahd to make fome ftay on 
this coaft, in which cafe, the knowledge of the 
rauiitry, its produce and inhabitants, cannot bhc 
• bfc of the utmoft conlequence to them. ' 

' ',To begih then with the trad of country ufdally 
Patagonia. This is the name often given to 
InUthermoft part of South America, which is 

unp<jf. 
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unpoffefled by the Spaniards, extending from their 
fetclements to the Streights of Magellan. This coun- 
try on the eaft fide, is extremely remarkable* for a 
peculiarity not to be paralleled in any other known 
part of the globe ; .for though the whole territory 
to the northward of the river of Plate is full of 
wood, and ftored with immenfc qpaptities of large 
timber trees* yet to the foiithward of the river no 
tiees of any kiiid gre to be met with, except a few 
peach trees, firft planted and cultivated by the Spa- 
niards in the neighbourhood of Buenos djres: So 
that on the whole eaftern coaft of Patagonia, ex- 
tending near four hundred leagues in length, and 
reaching as far back as any difcoverics have yet been 
made, no other wood has been found than a few 
infignificant fhrubs. Sit. John Narhorougbin parti- 
cular, who was fent out by KXao Charks the Se- 
cond, exprefsly to examine this country, and the 
Streights of Magellan, and who„ in purfaaoce of 
hi$ orders* wintered upon this coaft in- port Sw 
lian, and port Bejire, in the year 1.670 Sir Jokn 
Narbarough, I fay, tells us, that he never few a 
ftick of wood in dite country, large enough to make 
the h#pd!e of aix baitchet. 

But though the coirntry be fb deClisute of wwod, 
it abounds with pafture. For -the land apfkiats in 
general to be made up of downs* of a l^ht dry 
gravelly foil, and produccMb greadiqqaatlties df ls«ig 
coarfe grafs, which- grows, in sttfts-interfpeifcd with 
large barren fpotsi of • gravol -beesveen, theair. This 
grafs* in many places, feedsiiinmcnfc.herdscif battle; 
Ear the Spaniards tus Bumas: djmes having,, foon 

after 
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after their firft fettling there, brought over a few 
black cattle from Europe, they have thriven prodi- 
gioufly, by the plenty of herbage which they every 
where met wkh, and are now increafed to that de- 
gree, and are' extended fo far into different parts of 
Patagonia^ that they are not confidered as private 
property ; but many thoufands at a time, are flaugh- 
tered every year by the Hunters, only for their hides 
and tallow. The manner of killing thefe cattle, 
being a praaice peculiar to that part of the world, 
merits a more circumftantial defcriptiqn. The 
Hunters employed on this occafion, being all of 
them mounted oh horfeback, (arid both the Spa- 
niards and hidtans- in that part of the world are ufu- 
ally moft excellent horftmen) they arm themfelves 
•with a kind of a fpear, which, at its end, inftead of 
a blade fixed in the fame line with ' the wood in the 
ufual manner, has its blade fixed a-crofs; with 
this inftrument they ride at a beaft, and furround 
hinn when the Hunter that comes behind him 
hamfirings him ; And as after this operation the 
beaft foon tumbles, without being able to him- 
felf again, they leave him on the ground, and pur- 
fue others, _ whom they lerve in the &me manneri, 
Sometimes there is a fecond party, who, attend 
the Hunters, to fkin the cattle as they But 
it is laid, that at other times the Hunters chui^'co 
let them languilh in torment till the next day, 

• from an opinion that the anguifh, which the- ani- 
mal in the mean time endures, may burft. the lym- 
phaticks, and thereby fadlitate the fitparation of 
from the carcafe: And though .0df Priefts 
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liave .loudly condemned this moft barbarous prac- 
tice, and have gone fo far, ii my memory does not 
fail me, as to excommunicate thofe who follow if, 
yet all their efforts to put an entire flop to it have 
hitherto proved ineilcdiK'I, 

Befidcs the numbers of cattle which are every year 
flaughtered for their hides and tallow, in the man- 
ner already deferibed, it is often neceffiry for the 
ufes of agriculture, and for ether purpofes, to take 
them alive, without wounding them : This is per- 
formed with a moft wondeiful and almoft incre- 
dible dextefity, and principally by the ufe of a 
machine, which the Engltjh., who have refided at 
Buenos Jytes, generally denominate a lafli. It is 
made of a thong of feveral fathoms in length, 
and very firong, with a running noofe at one end 
of it : This the Hunters (who in this cafe are alfo 
mounted on horfeback)* take in their right hands, 
it being .firft properly coiled up, and having its 
end oppofite to the noofe faftened to the faddle s 
and thus prepared they ride at' a herd of cattle. 
When they arrive within a certain diftance of a 
beaflr, . they throw their thong at him with fuch ex- 
aftnefs, that they never fail of fixing the noofe 
about his horns. The bead:, when he finds him- 
fclf entangled, generally runs, but the horfe, be- 
ing fwifter, attends him, and prevents the thong 
from being too much ftrained, till a fecond Hun- 
ter, who Follows the game, ;«^fbws another noofe 
about one of its hind legS';-' and this being done, 
both horfes (for they are train^ to this praiStice) 
intot^y turn different ways, in order to iftrain the 
two in contrary dircdior>% oh wjueb the 

H beaft. 



90 Ld. AN SO N’s V O Y A G E 
bead, by their oppofite pulls, is prefently over- 
thrown, and then the horfes flop, keeping the 
thongs ftill upon the ftretch : being thus on the 
ground, and incapable of refidance, (for he is 
extended between the two horfes) the Hunters 
alight, and fecure him in fuch a manner, that they 
afterwards eafily convey him to whatever place 
they pleafe. They in hke manner noofe horfes, 
and, as it is faid, even tigers ; and however ftrange 
this iatt circumftance ’may appear, there are -not 
wanting perfons of credit who aflert it. Indeed, 
it muft be owned, that the addrefs both of the 
Spaniards and Indians in that part of the world 
in the ufe of this lalh or noofe, and the certainty 
with which they throw it, and fix if on any intend- 
ed part of the beaft at a confiderable diftance, 
are matters only to be believed, from the repeated 
and concurrent teflimony of all who have frequented 
that country, and might reafonably be queftioned, 
did it rely on a fingle report, or had it been ever ■ 
contradicted or denied by any one who had refidcd 
at Buenos Ayres. 

The cattle which are killed in the manner I have 
already obferved, are flaughtered only for their hides 
and tallow, to which fometimes are added their 
tongues, but the reft of their flefli is left to putrify, 
or to be devoured by the birds and wild beafls. 
The greateft part of this carrion falls to the ftiare 
of the wild dogs, of which there are imraenfe num- 
bers to be found in that' country. 

Thefe are fuppofed to have been originally pro- 
duced by Spamjh dogs, from Buenos Ayres, who, 
■^Ured by the great quantity of carrion, and the 

facility 
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facility they had by that means of fubfifting, Itic 
their maflers, and ran wild amongft the cattle j for 
they are plainly of the breed of Eurcpenn dogs,, an 
animal not originally found in Amcricc. But though 
thefe dogs are faid to be fome thoufands in a com- 
pany, they hitherto neither diminifli nor prevent 
the increafe of the cattle, not daring to attack tlie 
herds, by reafon of the numbers, which conftantly 
feed together ; but contenting themfelves with the 
carrion left them by the Hunters, and perhaps 
now and then with a few flragglers, who, by ac- 
cidents, are feparated from the main body they be- 
long to, 

Befides the wild cattle which have fpread them- 
felves in fuch vaft herds from Buenos Ayres towards 
the fouth.ward, the fame country is in like man- 
ner furnifhed with horles. Thefe too were firfi: 
brought from Spaiti^ and are alfo prodigioufly in- 
creafed, and run wild to a much greater diftance 
than the black cattle : and though many of them 
are excellent, yet their number makes them of 
very little value-, the beft of them being often 
fold, in the neighbouring fettlements, wheie mo- 
ney is plenty and commoditits very dear, for not 
more than a dollar a-piece. It is not as yet certain 
how far to the fouthward thefe herds of wild cattle 
and horfes have extended themfelves; but there is 
fome reafon to conjedure, that flragglers of both 
kinds are to be met with very near the ftreights 
of Magellan ; and they will in time doubtlefs fill 
all the fouthein part of this continent with their 
-breed, which cannot fail pf proving of confider- 
able ,i^dvantage to fuch fhips as may touch upon. 

Ha the 
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the coaft ; for the horfcs themfelves are faid to be 
very good eating, and as fuch, are preferred by 
fome of the IndiMs even before the black cattle. 
But whatever plenty of flelh provifions may be 
hereafter found here, there is one material refrelh- 
ment vvhich this eaftern fide of Patagonia feems to 
be very defeftive in, and that Is frefh water ; for 
the land being generally of a nitrous and faline na- 
ture, the ponds and dreams are frequently brackifh. 
However, as good water has been found there, 
though in fniall quantities, it is not improbable, but 
on a further fearch, this inconvenience may be re- 
moved. 

, To the account already given, I muft add, that 
there are in all parts of this country a good num- 
ber of Vicunnas or Peruvian fheep ; but thefe, by 
reafon of their fhynefs and fwiftneCs, are killed with 
difficulty. On the eaftern coaft too, there are found 
immenfe quantities of feals, and a vaft variety of 
fea-fowl, amongft which the moft remarkable are 
the Penguins •, they are in fize and fhape like a 
goofe, but inftead of wings, they have fhort 
dumps like fins, which are of no ufe to them, ex- 
cept in the water*, their bills are narrow, like 
that of an /ilbitrcfs^ and they- ftand and walk 
in an ered pofture. From this and their white 
bellies. Sir John Narborough has whimfically liken- 
ed them to little children ftanding up in white 
aprons. ' . 

, The inhabitants of this eaftern coaft (to* which 
have all ' along hitherto confined 'fey relation) 
4f^ar to be but few, and have :rarely been feew 
than tvi^o or three at a latne, by any Chips 

that 
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tliat have touched here. We, during our flay at 
the port of St. Julian., faw none. However, to- 
wards Buenos Ayres they are fufficiently numerous 
and oftentimes very troublefome to the Spamaids\ 
but there the greater breadth and variety of the 
country, and a milder climate, yield them a better 
proteflion ; for in that place the Continent is be- 
tween three and four hundred leagues in breadth, 
whereas, at port St. Julimt it is little more than a 
hundred : So that I conceive the fame In, ham who 
frequent the wellern coaft of Patagonia and the 
Streights of Magellan., often ramble to this fide. 
As the Indians near Buenos Ayres exceed tlicfe 
fouthern Indians in number, fo they gieatly fur- 
pafs them in adivity and fpirir, and feem in their 
manners to be nearly allied to thofe gallant CUhan 
Indiam^ v^ho have long fet the while Spanijb 
power at defiance, have often ravaged their coun- 
try, and remain to this hour independent, For 
the Indians about Buenos Ayres have learnt to be 
excellent horfemen, and are extremely expeit in 
the management of dl cutting weapons, though 
ignorant of the ufe of fire arms, wdiich the Spa- 
niards are very follicitous to keep out of their 
hands. And of the v gour and reiolution of thefe 
Indians, the behaviour of Orellana and his follow- 
ers, whom we have formerly mentioned, is a me- 
morable inftance. Indeed were we difpol'ed to aim 
at the utter fubverfion of the Spardjb power' in 
America, no means feem more probable to effect 
it, than due encouragement and affiftance giwti to 
thel^ Indians and thofe of CbilL' 
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Thus much may fuffice in relation to the eafl:- 
ern coaft of Fctcgoma. The weftern coafb is of 
lefs extent ; and by leafon of the JjiJes which llcirt 
it, and firetch quite down to the water, is a very 
rocky and dangerous ihore. However, 1 fiiall 
. be hereafter neceflitated to make further mention 
of it, and therefore fliall not enlarge thereon at 
this time, but fhall conclude this account with a 
fhort defcription of the haibourof St. Julian, the 
general form of which may be conceived from the 
fketch in the 6th plate. But it muft be remem- 
bered, that the bar, which is there marked at the 
entiance, is often fhifting, and has many holes in 
it. The tide flows here N. and S, and at full and 
change, rifes four fathom. 

"We, on our fir ft arrival here, fent an Officer on 
Ihore to the fait pond, marked (D) in the plan, 
in order to procure a quantity of fait for the ufe 
of the fquadion, Sir Jcbn Narborcugb having ob- 
ferved when he was here, that the fait produced in 
that place was very white and good, and that in 
Februr.ry there was enough of it to fill a thoufand 
Ihips; but cur Officer returned with , a fample 
which was very bad, and he told us, that even 
of this there was but little to be got ; I fuppofe 
the weather had been more rainy than' ordinary, 
and had deftroyed it. To give the reader a bet- 
ter idea of this port, and of the adjacent country, 
to which the whole coaft I have defertbed bears a 
great refemblance, I have inferted two very ac- 
curate views, (which may be feen in the yth and 
• 8th Plates) one of them reprefenung' the appear- 
, ,aoGC of the country, whtn looking up the river i 

the 
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the other, being a view taken from the fame f^-ot ; 
but the obferver is now fuppofed to turn round op- 
pofite to his former fituation, and confequcntlv this 
is a reprefentation of the appearance of the country 
down the river, betwixt the ftation of the obferver, 
and the river’s mouth. 


H 4 
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CHAP. VII. 

Departure from the bay of St- yul'^in, and 
the parage fiom thence to Streights ie 
Main. 

T he Tryal being nearly refitted, which was 
our principal occupation at this bay of 
Si. Julian^ and the foie occaflon of our flay, the 
Commodore thought it neceffary, as we were now 
diredlly bound for the Sputh-Sess and the enemy’s 
coafls, to fix the plan of his firft operations : And 
therefore, on the 24th of February ^ a fignal was 
made for all Captains, and a Council of war was 
held on board the Cenluricn, at which were prefent 
the Honourable Edward Legg^ Captain Matthew 
Mitchell, the Honourable George Murray^ Cap- 
tain David Cheap, together with Colonel Mor~ 
daunt Crachercde, Commander of the land-forces. 
At this Council Mr. Anfon propofed, that their 
firft attempt, after their arrival in the South-Seas, 
fhould be the attack of the town and harbour of 
Bdldma, the principal' frontier of the diftridb of 
Chili 5 Mr. Anjon informing them, at the fame time, 
that it w'as an article contained in his Majefty’s in- 
ftrudticns to him, to endeavour to fecure fome 
port in the South Seas, wheic the ftiips of the fqua- 
, dron might be careened and refitted.' 'To this pro- 
'•pofitron made by the Commodoie, the Council un- 
.aatooufiy and readily agreed; and in confequence 

of 



ROUND THE WORLD. 97 

of this refolution, new inftructions were given to 
the Captains of the fquadron, by which, though 
they were ftill direffed, in cafe of reparation, to 
make the beft of their way to the Ifland of NujJlra 
Senora del Socoro^ (yet notwithftanding the orders 
they had formerly given them at Sl Catherine’^) 
they were to cruize off that Hand only ten days ; 
from whence, if not joined by the Commodore, 
they were to proceed, and cruize off the harbour 
of Baldivtay making the land between the lati- 
tudes of 40“^, and 40° : 30, and taking care to 
keep to the fouthward of the port ; and, if in 
fourteen days they were not joined by the reft of 
the fquadron, they were then to quit this ftation, 
and to dired their courfe to the Ifland of Juan 
Fernandes, after which they were to regulate their 
further proceedings by their former orders. The 
fame diredions were alfo given to the Mailer of the 
Jnm Pink, who was not to fail in anfwering the 
lignals made by any ftiip of the Iquadron, and was 
to be very careful to deftroy his papers and orders, 
if he fhould be fo unfortunate as to fall into the 
hands of the enemy. And as the reparation of 
the fquadron might prove of the utmoft preju- 
dice to his Majefly’s fervice, each Captain was 
ordered to give it in charge to the refpedive Offi- 
cers of the watch, not to keep their Chip at a greater 
diftance from the Centurion than two ilniks, as they 
would anfwer it at their pei'il 5 ahd if smy Captain 
ftiould find his Ihip beyond the diftance fpeciSed, 
he was to acquaint the Commodore the name 
.^f the Officer who had thus o^glede^his doty. 
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Thefe nrceflary regulations being eflabliflied, 
and the Sloop compleated, the fquadron 

weighed on‘ Friday the 27th of February, at feven 
in the morning, and flood to the fea ; the Glou- 
eejier indeed found a difficulty in purchafing her 
anchor, and was left a confiderable way a-flern, 
fo that in the night we fired feveral guns as a fig- 
nal to her Captain to make fail, but he did not 
come up to us till the next morning, when we 
found that they had been obliged to cut their 
cable, and leave their beft bower behind them. At 
ten in the morning, the day after our departure, 
Woois Mounts the high land over Si. .Jfiliant bore 
from us N. by W. diftant ten leagues, and we 
had fifty-two fathom of water. And now ftanding. 
to the fouthward, we had great cxpefilation of 
falling in with Pizarro*& fquadron ; for, during our 
Hay at port St. Julian^, there had generally been 
hard gales between the W. N. W. and S. W, fo 
that we had reafon to conclude the Spaniards bad 
gained no ground upon us in that interval. In- 
deed it was the profpedt of meeting with them, 
that had occafioned our Commodore to be fo very 
follicitous to prevent the feparation of our fhips : 
For, had we been folely intent upon getting round 
Cape Horn in the ihorteft time, the propereft me- 
thod for this purpofe would have been, to have 
ordered each flbip to have made the beft of her 
way to the rendezvous, without waiting for the 
reft. 

, ,Ffom our departure from St. Julian to the 
4th;Of we had little wind, with thick 

hazy weather, and fome rain j and our foundings 

were 
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were generally fiom forty to fifty fathoin, with a 
bottom of black and grey fand, fometitnes inter- 
mixed with pebble flopes. On the 4th of Monh 
we were in fight of Cape Virgin Mary, and not more 
than fix or feven leagues dvftant from it : This Cape 
is the northern boundary of the entrance of the 
Streights of Magellan, it lies in the latitude of 52'' : 
21' South, and longitude from London 71®: 44^ 
Weft, and feems to be a low flat land, ending in 
a point. And for adireilion to fuch Ihips as may, 
by particular reafons, be induced hereafter to pals 
through thofe Streights into the South Seas, there is 
in the ninth Plate a very accurate draught of its 
appearance, where (<2) reprefents the Cape itfelf. 
Off this Cape our depth of water was from thirty- 
five to forty- eight fathom. The afternoon of this 
day was very bright and clear, with fmall breezes 
of wind, inclinable to a calm, and moft of the 
Captains .took the opportunity of this favourable 
weather to pay a vifir to the Commodore 5 but 
while they were in company together, they were 
all greatly alarmed by a fodden flame, which burft: 
out on board the Gloucefter, and which was fuc- 
ceeded by a cloud of fmoke. However, they 
were foon relieved from their apprehenfions, by 
receiving information, that the blaft was occa- 
fioned by a Ipark of fire from the forge, lighting 
on fome gun-powder and other combuftibles, which 
an Officer on board was preparing' for ufe, in cafe 
■we Ihould fall in with the Spamfi fleet *, and that 
it had been extinguilhed, without any damage to the 
. Clip. 


Wc 
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We here found what w as conuaiuly verified by 
all our obfervauons in theie high latitudes, that 
fair weather was always of an exceeding fhort du- 
ration, and that when it was lemarkably fine, it 
was a certain prefage of a fucceeding ftorm, for 
the calm and funOr.ne of our afternoon ended in a 
mOil turbulent mg: t, the wind frellining from the 
S. W. as the night came on, and increafing its 
violence continually till nine in the morning the 
next day, when it blew lb haid, that we were 
obliged to bring-to with the fquadron, and to 
continue under a reefed mizen till eleven at night, 
having in that time from forty-three to fifty-feven 
fathom water, with black fand and gravel ; and 
by aii obfervation we had at noon, we concluded 
a current had fet us twelve miles to the fouthward 
of our reckoning. Towards midnight, the wind 
abating, we made fail again ; and fleering South, 
we difeovered in the rooming, for the firll time, the 
land called Terra cel Fue^o, ftretching from the S. 
by W, to the S. E. 4 This indeed afforded 
us but a very uncomfortable profped, it appear- 
ing of a ftupendous height, coveied every where 
with fnow. And though the drearinefs of this 
feene can be but imperfcdly reprefented by any 
Drawing, yet the tenth Plate contains fo exaft a 
delineation of the form of the country, that it 
may greatly affift the reader in framing fome idea 
of this uncouth and rugged coaft. In this Draw- 
ing (<3) is the opening of Streigbts Le Msire^ 
Cape S(. Diegc^ (1) (2) (3) the three' hilffe, 
eaB^'tbe three Brothers, and (4) Montsgerek', an 
li%blai 4 which lies up in the country, and appears 

over 
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over the three Brothers. We fleered along this 
flbore all day, having foundings from forty to fifty 
fathom, with ftopes and gravel. And as we in- 
tended to pafs through Streiglits Le Maire next 
day, we lay- to at night, that we might not over- 
Ihoot them, and took this opportunity to prepare 
ourfclves for the tempeftuous climate we were foon 
to be engaged m ; with which view, we employed 
ouifelves good part of the night in bending an 
entire new fuic of fails to the yards. At four the 
next morning, being the yth of March, we made 
fail, and at eight faw the land, and foon after we 
began to open the Su eights, at which time Cape 
5/. James bore from us E. S. E, Cape 5/, Vtn^ 
tent S. E. -I- E, the middlemofl: of the three Bro- 
thers S. and by W, Montegorda Sonih, and Cape 
St. Barlhohmtw, which is the fouthermoft point 
of Staten-knd, E. S. E. The appearance of the 
Streights in this lituation, is leprefented in the 
eleventh Plate, where (a) is part of Staten4and, (i) 
Cape St. Bariholomevo, (c) part of T erra del Fuego^ 
id) port Maurice, and {e) fuppofed to be Valen- 
tine's bay, or the bay of good fuccefs. And here 
I nauft obferve, that though Frezkr has given 
us a very corredt profpedl of the part of Teri'a 
del Fuego, which borders on the Streights, yet he 
has omitted that of Staten-land, which forms the 
oppofite ftiore ; Hence we found it difficult to de- 
termine ejcadlly where ^be Streights lay, till they 
began to open to .our viewj and for want of this, 
if we had not happened to have coafted a confi- 
derable way along fiborc, we might have mifled 
ihe Streights, and have got to the ^ftward of Sta-. 
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ten-lani before we knew it. This is an accldenc 
that has happened to many fliips, particularly, as 
Frezter mention^?, to the Incarnation and Concord ; 
who intending to pafs through Streights Le Maire, 
were deceived by three hills on Staten-land like 
the three Brothers, and fome creeks refembling 
thofe of I’erra del Fuego, and thereby over-fhot 
the Streights. To prevent thefe accidents for the 
future, there is inferted the weft profpeft of Stalen- 
Und.^ where {a) is Cape Bt. Diego, on Terra del 
Fuego. (i) Cape 5/. Bartholomew, on Staten~land. 
This drawing will hereafter render it impoflible 
for any (hips to be deceived in the manner above- 
mentioned, or to find any difficulty in diftingujfli- 
ing the points of land by which the Streights arfe 
formed. 

And on occafion of this profpedl of Staten-land 
here inferted, I cannot but lemark, that though 
Terra del Fuega had an afpedl extremely barren 
and defolate, yet this Ifland of Staten-land far fur- 
pafles it, in the wiklnefs and horror of its appear- 
ance: It feeming to be entirely compofed of inac- 
ceflible rocks, without the leaft mixture of earth 
or mold between them. Thefe rocks terminate 
in a vaft number of ragged points, which fpire up 
to a prodigious height, and are all of them cover- 
ed with everlafting fnow ; the points themfelvea 
are on every fide furrounded with frightful preci- 
pices,. and often over-hang in a moft aftonilhing 
manner-, and. the hills which bear them, are ge- 
nerally feparated from each other by narrow clefts 
whkh appear as if the, country had been frequently 
earthquakes i for thefe chafms aw.jncafly 
' ' perpeu-^ 
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perpendicular, and extend through the fubflance 
of the main rocks, aim oft to their very bottoms: 
So that nothing can be imagined more favage and 
gloomy, than the whole afpeft of this coaft. But 
to proceed : 

I have abovementioned, that on the yth of 
March, in the morning, we opened Streights Lt 
Make, and foon after, or about ten o’clock, the 
Pearl and the Pryal being ordered to keep a-head 
of the fquadron, we entered them with fair wea- 
ther and a briik gale, and were hurried through 
by the rapidity of the tide in about two hours, 
though they are between feven and eight leagues 
in length. As thefe Streights are often eftesmed 
to be the boundary between the Jtlanlic and Pa- 
cific Oceans, and as we prefumed we had nothing 
before us from hence but an open fea, till we ar- 
rived on thofe opulent coafts, where all our hopes 
and wifhes centered, we could not help perfwad- 
ing ourfelves, that the greateft difBculty of our voy- 
age was now at an end, and that 'our moft fan- 
guine dreams were upon the point of being rea- 
hfed ; and hence we indulged our imaginations in 
thofe romantic fchemes which the fancied poffef- 
fion of the Chilian gold and Permian filver might 
be conceived to infpire. Thefe joyous ideas were 
confiderably heightened by the brightnefs of the 
fky and ferenity of the weather, which was indeed 
moft remarkably pleafingj for though the winter 
was now advancing apace, yet the morning of this 
day, in its brilliancy and mildnefs, gave place to 
none we had feen fince our departure from Eng- 
land. Thus animated by thefe flattering deluftons. 
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we pafled thofe memorable Streights, ignorant ot 
the dreadful calamities which weie then impending, 
and juft ready to break upon us ; ignorant that 
the time drew near, when the fquadron would be 
feparated never to unite again, and that this day 
of our paliage was the laft chearful day that the 
greateft part of us would ever live to enjoy. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. vm. 

From Streights Le Maire to Cape ATo/r. 

W E had fcarcely reached the fouthern extre- 
mity of the Streights Le Matre, when our 
flattering hopes were inftantly loft in the appre- 
henfions of immediate deftrudion : For before the 
fternmoft fliips of the fqviadron were clear of the 
Streights, the ferenity of the ficy was fuddenly 
obfcured, and we obferved all the prefages of an 
impending ftorm ; and prefently the wind Ihifced 
to the fouthward, and blew in fuch violent fqualls, 
that we were obliged to hand our top-fails, and 
reef our main-fail ; whilft the tide too, which 
had hitherto favoured us, at once turned furioufly 
againft us, and drove us to the eaftward with pro- 
digious rapidky, fo that we were in great anxiety 
for the Wager and the Anna Ptnk., the two ftern- 
moft veflels, fearing they would be daflied to' 
pieces againft the Ihore of Staten-land : Nor were 
our apprehenfions without foundation, for it was 
with the utmoft difflculty they efcaped. And 
now the whole fquadron, inftead of purfuing their 
intended -courfe to the S. W, were driven to the 
eaftward by the united force of the ftorm, and of 
tlie currents j fo that next day in the morning we 
found ourfelves near feven leagues to the eaftward 
d Streights Le Maire, which then bore from us 
N. W. iphe violence of the current, which had 

I fet 



%o6 Ld. ANSON^s voyage 

fet us with fo much precipitation to the eaftward, to- 
gether with the fiercenefs and conftancy of the weft- 
erly winds, foon taught us to confider the doub- 
ling of Cape Hmt as an enterprise, that might prove 
too mighty for our efforts, though fome amongll 
us had lately treated the difficulties which former 
voyagers were faid to have met with in this un- 
dertaking, as little better than chimerical, and 
had fuppofcd them to arife rather from timidity 
and unlkilfulnefe, than from the real embarrafs- 
ments of the winds and feas : but we were now 
feverely convinced, that thefe cenfures were ralh 
and iB-grounded, : for the diftrclies with which we 
ftru^gied, during tlie thfee fucteeding months, 
^ili not eihly be paralleled in the relation of any 
former naval expedition. This will, I doubt not, 
,be readily allowed by thofe who lhall carefully pe- 
'rufe the enfurng narration. 

From the ftorm which came on before we had 
well' got clear of Screights Le Main^ we had a 
continual fucceffion of luch tempeftuous weather, 
as furprized the oldcft and moft experienced Ma- 
riners- on board, and obliged them to confe&, that 
what they had hitherto called ftorms were incon- 
fiderablc gales, Compared with the violence of 
thefe whids, wl^lch raifed fuch fhort, and at the 
fame time fuch mountainous waves, as greatly 
furpafled in danger all known in any other 
. part of the globe : And it was not without great 
Teafon, that this unufual appearance filled us with 
'Continual terror j for, had any one of thefe waves 
fairly over us, it muft, in all probability^ 
us to the bottom. ■ Nor did we cfcaptr 
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■with terror only ; for the Ship rolling inceflantly 
gunwale to, gave us fuch quick and violent mo- 
tions, that the men were in perpetual danger of 
being dafhed to pieces againfl: the decks, or fides 
of the fliip. And though we wrere extitmely care- 
ful to lecure ourfelves from thefe Ihocks, by gralp- 
ing fome fixed body, yet many of our people 
were forced from their hold-, fdme of whom 
were killed, and others greatly injured-, in parti- 
cular, one of our beft feamen was canted over- 
board and drowned, ariother diflocated his necki 
• a third was thrown into the main hold and broke 
his thigh, and on^ of our Boatlwain’s Mates 
broke his collar-bone twice j not to mention many 
other accidents of the fame kind. Thefe tempeftsi 
fo dreadful in thbmfelves, though unattended by 
any other unfavourable circumflance, were yet 
rendered more mifehievous to us by their inequa- 
lity, and the deceitful Intervals whith they ai 
fometimes afforded ; for though we were often- 
times obliged to lie-to, for days together, under a 
reefed mizen, and were frequently reduced to lie 
at the mercy of the waves under our bare poles, 
yet now and then we ventured to make fail with, 
our courfcs double reefed j and the weather prov- 
ing more tolerable, would perhaps encourage us 
to fet our top fails j after which, the wind, with- 
out any previous notice, would return ufion us 
with redoubled foreci dnd would in an inffau^ 
tear our fails from the yards. Aftd th'at no cir- 
cumftance might be wanting which could aggran- 
. dize our diftrrfs, thefe blafts genuraHy brought 
■With them a great quantity of feow and fleeC, 
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which cafed our rigging, and froze our fails, 
thereby rendering them and our cordage biittle, 
and apt to fnap upon the flighteft ftrain, adding 
great difficulty and labour to the working of the 
Clip, benumbing the limbs of our people, and 
making them incapable of exerting themfelvcs 
with their ufual adivity, and even difabling many 
of them by mortifying their toes and fingers. It 
were indeed endlefs to enumerate the various difa- 
fters of different kinds which befel us ; and I ffiall 
only mention the moft material, which will fuffi- 
ciently evince the calamitous condition of the 
whole fquadron, during the courfe of this navi- 
gation. 

It was on the 7th of March, as hath been al- 
ready obferved, that we paffed Streights Lc Mdre, 
and were immediately afterwards driven to the 
eaftward by a violent ftorm, and the force of the 
current which fet that way. For the four or five 
fucceeding days we had hard gales of wind from 
the lame quarter, with a moft prodigious Iwell; 
fo that though we ftood, during ail that time, to- 
wards the S. W, yet we had no reafon to ima- 
gine, we had made any way to the weftward. In 
this Interval we had frequent fqualls of rain and 
fnov?, and Ihipped great quantities of water; af- 
ter which, for three or four days, though the Teas 
ran mountains high, yet the weather was rather 
more moderate; But on the i8ch, ,we had again' 
ftrong gales of wind, with extreme cold, and at 
midnight the main top- fail fplit, and one of the 
of the main dead-eyes broke. From hence 
tJ'e weather was niore favourable, 

though 
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tliough often intermixed with rain and fleet, and 
fome hard gales ; but as the waves did not fubfide, 
the fhip, by labouring in this lofty fea, was now 
grown fo loofe in her upper works, that Ihe let in 
the water at every feam, fo that every part within 
board was conftantly expoled to the fea-water, and 
fcarcely any of the Officers ever lay in dry beds. 
Indeed it was very rare, that two nights ever 
paffed without many of them being driven from 
their beds, by the deluge of vrater that came in 
upon them. 

On the 23d, we had a moft violent ftorm of 
wind, hail, and rain, with a very great fea •, and 
though we handed the main top-fail before the 
height of the fquall, yet we found the yard fprung ; 
and foon after the foot rope of the main-fail 
breaking, the main fail itfelf iplit inftantly to 
rags, and, in fpite of our endeavours to fave it, 
much the greater part of it was blown over board. 
On this, the Commodore made the fignal for, the 
fqnadron to bring-to; and the ftorm at length 
flattening to a calm, we had an opportunity of 
getting down our main top-fail yard to put the 
Carpenters to work upon it, and of repairing our 
rigging; after which, having bent a new main* 
fail, we got under fail again with a moderate 
breeze; but in lefs dian twenty-four houfs we 
were attacked by anoUier ftorm ftill more : furious 
than the former; for it proved a perfedt hurri- 
cane, and reduced Us to the neceffity of lying-to 
under our bare poles. As our fhip kept the wind 
better than any of the reft, we were obliged, in 
the afternoon, to wear fhip, in order to join the 

I-S fquadroo 
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fqiiadron to the leeward, which otherwife we 
fhould have been in danger of lofing in the night : 
And as we dared not venture any fail abroad, we 
were obliged to make ufe of an expedient, whicl^ 
anfwered our purpofe ; this was putting the helm 
a weather, and manning the fore-fhrouds : But 
though this method pioved fuccefsful for the end 
intended, yet in the execution of it, one of our 
ableft feamen was canted over board; we per- 
ceived that, notwithftanding the prodigious agita- 
tion of the waves, he fwam very ftrong, and i^: 
was with the uttnoft concern that we found our- 
felves incapable of aSifting him indeed we were 
the more grieved at his unhappy fate, as wp lofi 
fight of him ftruggling with the waves,, and con- 
ceived from the manner in which he fwam, that 
he might continue fenfible, for a confiderable time 
longer, of the horror, attending his irretrievable 
Ctuation. 

Before this laft mentioned ftorm was quite 
abated, we found two of our main-flirouds and 
pne mizen-fhroud broke, all which we knotted, 
and fet up immediately. From hence we had an 
interval of three or four days lefs tempeftuous than 
ufual, but accornpanicd with a thick fog, in 
which we were obliged to fire guns altnoft every 
half horjr, to keep our fqqadron together. On 
the 31ft, \ye yyere alarmed by a gun fired from 
the Ghuc^y and a fignal made by her to Ipcak 
trith |he Cotrjmodqre ; we immediately borp down 
fs fiey, and were prepared to hear ©f fqip -^r- 
• fihle difafter; byt we were apprized of 

t for we faw |i?r mi^yard vfps 
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broke in the flings. This was a grievous tnif- 
fortune to us all at this junflure; as k was obvious 
it would prove an hindrance to our failing, and 
would detain us the longer in thefc inhofpitable 
latitudes. But our future fuccefs and fafety was 
not to be promoted by repining, but by refolu- 
tion and 3<5tivity ; and therefore that this unhap- 
py incident might delay us as little as poffible, 
the Commodore ordered feveral Carpenters to be 
put on board the GJouceJier from the other Ihips 
of the fquadron, in order to repair her damage 
with the utmofl: expedition. And the Captain of 
(the ST ryal complaining at the fame time, that his 
pumps were fo bad, and the floop made fo great 
a quantity of water, that he was fcarcely able to 
keep her free, the Commodore ordered him a 
pump ready fitted from his own ftiip. It was 
very fortunate for the GJoucefier and the 
that the weather fwoved more favourable this day 
than for many days,, both before and after j fince , 
by this means they were enabled to receive the 
affiftance which feemed effential to the prefervar 
tiofl, and which they could fcarcely liave had at 
any other time, as it would have been extremely 
hazardous to have ventured a boat on board. 

The next day, that is, on the ift of Aprils the 
weather returned again to its cuftomary bi^ the 
iky looked dark and gloomy, and the wind be- 
^n to freChen and to blow in fqualls ; however, 
it was not yet fo bqifterous, as to prevent our car- 
rying our top-fails clofe reefed; but its appear- 
ance was fuch, as plainly pfe^noflicated that a 
#J{;l#verer tempeft was at hand:' and accord* 
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ingly, on the gd of there came on a ftorm, 

which both in its violence and continuation (for it 
lafted three days) exceeded all that we had hither- 
to encountered. In its firft onfet we received a 
furious fliock from a fca which broke upon our 
larboard quarter, where it ftove in the quarter 
gallery, and rufhed into the Ihip like a deluge j 
our rigging too fuifered extremely from the blow j 
amongft the reft, one ot the ftraps of the main 
dead-eyes was broke, as was alfo a main-fhroud 
and puttock-ftiroud, fo that to eale the ftrefs 
tipon the mafts and fhrouds, we lowered both 
our main and fore-yards, and furled all our fails, 
and in this pofture we lay-to for three days, when 
the ftorm fumewhar abating, we ventured to make 
fail under otir courfes only; but even this we 
could not do long ; for, the next day, which was 
the 7th, we had another hard gale of wind, with 
lightening and rain, which obliged us to lie-to 
■again till night. It was wonderful, that notwith- 
ftanding the hard weather we had endured, no 
extraordinary accident had happened to any of 
the fquadron fmee the breaking of the GIouceJier*& 
tnan-yaid: But this good fortune now no longer 
attended us ; fpr at three the next morning, fc^ 
veral , jguns were fired to leeward as fignals of dif« 
trefs ; And the Commodore making a fignal for 
tte-fijuadron to bring* to, we, at day-break, faw 
^ "^ager a confiderable way to leeward of any 
.<#th6 other Slips s and we foon perceijwd that 
her mizeri-maft, and maht’lKip-fail 
immediately bore down fO,her, and 
Had arifeli badnels of 

her 



HOUND THE WORLD, 

Jier iron work •, for all the chain-plates to wind- 
ward had given way, upon the Ihip’s fetching a 
deep loll. This proved the more unfortunate to 
the Wcge 7 \ as her Carpenter had been on board 
the Glouccjier ever unce the 31ft of March^ and 
the weather was now too fevere to permit him to 
return : Nor was the Wngcr the only £bip of the 
fquadron that fuflered in this tempeftj for, the 
next day, a fignal of diftrcfs was made by the 
Aima Pinki and, upon fpeaking with the Mailer, 
we learnt that they had broke their fore-ilay and 
the gammon of the bowfprlt, and were in no 
fmall danger of having all their mails come fay 
the board •, fo that we were obliged to bear away 
until they had made all fail, after which we haled 
upon a wind again. 

And now after all our follicitude, and the nu- 
merous ills of every kind, to which we had been 
inccifantiy expoW- ffat near forty days, , we had 
great confolation in 'the flattering hopes we enter- 
tained,. that our fatigues were drawing to a period 
and that we ■ ihould foon arrive in a more hoi|>i- 
table climate, where we ihould be amply repayed 
for all our paft fufferings. For, towards the lat- 
ter end of Manhf we were advanced, by our 
reckoning,' near 10“ to the weftward of the well:- 
ernraoft 'point of ‘I'erra del Ikego, and this , allow- 
ance being double what former Navigators have 
thought necefiary to be taken, in order to com- 
penfate the drift of the weftern current, we efteem- 
cd ourfelves to be well advanced within the limits 
of the Southern Ocean, and had therefore been 
crer'^hce ftanding to the north'ward with as much 

expedition* 
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cxpeditioiH as the turbulence of the weather, and 
flwr frequent difafters permitted. And, on the 
tgth' of we were but a degree in latitude to 
dte Ibadaward ®f tdie weft enitraiM:e of the Strejghts 
’of Mefge'Hm ; fo that wc fully expefted, in a very 
few days, to have experienced the celebrated tran- 
quillity of the Pacifiek Ocean. 

But tbcfe were deluGons which only ferved to 
sender our difappointment more terrible ; for the 
next morning, between one and two, as we were 
fbnding to the northward, and the weather, 
which had till then been hazy, accidentally cleared 
atp, the FM made a iignsdftt feeing land right 
a-hetdj and k being but two mUes diftant; we 
were all under the moft dreadful apprehenfiohs of 
running on Ihore : which, had either the wind 
blown from its ufual quarter with its wonted vi- 
gour, or had not the moon fuddenly fhone outi 
not a Ihip amongft us could poffibly have avoid- 
ed: But the wind, which feme few hours be- 
fore blew in fqualls from the S. W, having for- 
tnnately fliifeed to W. N. W, we were enabled to 
ftand to the fouthward, and to clear ourfelves of 
rbis unexpefted dangers and were fortunate enough 
fay noon to have gained an offing of near twenty 
leagues. 

. % the latitude of this land we fell in withi, 
agreed to be a part of TVm* del near 

the finithern otJtiet deferibed in J^rezisP^ Chart oi 
^ Streights of MagdUn, and was fupg^^ to, be 
|joint called by him Cape Nm-, indeed 
1^ .wonderful, that the cujy^ ftfluld have 
ga eaftward wkh Itldh iixength s fof 
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the whole fquadron efteetned themfelves upwards 
of ten degrees more welleriy than this land, fo 
that in running down, by our account, about nine- 
teen degrees of longitude, we deJ not really ad- 
vanced half that diHance. And now, inftead of 
having our labours and anxieties relieved by ap- 
proaching a warmer climate and more tranquil 
feas, we were to fteer again to the fouthward, 
and were again to combat thofe weftern blafts, 
which had fo often terrified us j and this too, 
when we wo-e greatly enfeebled by our men fall- 
ing fick, and dying apace, and when our fpirits, 
dejefted by a long continuance at fea, and by our 
late difappointment, were much lefe capable of 
fupporting us in the various difficulties, which we 
could not but exped in this new endcrtaking. Add 
to all this too, the difcouragement we received by 
the diminution of the ftrength of the fquadron j 
for, three days before this, we loft fi^t of the 5#- 
and the Pearl in the morning 5 and though we 
fpread our ftiips, and beat about for them fome 
time, yet we never faw them more *, whence we had 
apprehenfions that they too might have fallen 
in with this land in the night, and by being lefs 
favoured by the wind and the moon than we were, 
might have run on ffiore and have periflied, Rull 
of thefe defponding thoughts and gloomy prefages, 
we ftood away to the S. W, prepared by our late 
difafter to fufpcd, that how large foever an al- 
lowance we made in our wefting for the drift of 
the weftern current,, we might ftiil, upon a fecond 
perhaps find it infufficient. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. IX. 

Obfemtions and diredlions for facilitating the 
paflage of our future Cruifers round Cape 
Horni. 

T he improper feafon of the year in which 
we attempted to double Cape Horn, and 
to which is to be imputed the difappointment 
(recited in the foregoing chapter) of falling in 
with Terra M Fmgo, when we reckoned ourfelvcs 
^nbove a hundred leagues to the weftward of- that 
wht^e coaft, and confequently well advanced in- 
to the Patifiek Ocean *, this unfeafonabk: naviga- 
tion, I fay, to which we were neceffitated by our 
too late departure from England, was the fatal 
fource of all the misfortunes we afterwards en- 
countered. For from hence proceeded the fepa- 
ration of our fbips, the dcftrudion of our people, 
the ruin of our projedt on Baldivia, and of all 
cor ocher views on the Spanifo places, and the 
ledudtion of our fquadron from the formidable 
condition in which it pafled Streights Le Make, 
to a couple of fliattcred half-manned cniifers,. 
■’and 3 floop, fo far difabled, that in many 
climates they fcarcely durft have put to fi;a. 
To prevent therefore, as much as in me lies, 
'iE Ibips hereafter bound to the SoutB-Seas from 
the fame calamities, I think it my dirty 
tolhto, in this place, fuch diredibiis $nd obferw- 

f ' tions. 
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tions, as either my own experience ajid reflexion, 
or the converfation of the moft Ikilful Navigators 
on board the fquadron, could furnifh me with, in 
relation to the moft eligible manner of doubling 
Cape Horn-i whether in regard to the feafon of the 
year, the courfe proper to be fteered, or the places 
of rcfrefhment both on the Eaft and Weft fide of 
Souih-Amertca. 

And firft, with regard to the proper place for 
refreftiment on the Eaft fide of South- America. 
For this purpofe the Ifland of Si. Catbmneh has 
been ufually recommended by former writers, and 
on their faith we put in there, as has been formerly 
mentioned : But the treatment we met with, and 
the fmall ftore of rcfreftimcnts wc could procure 
there, are fofHcient reafons to render all {hips for 
the future cautious, how they truft tliemfeives in 
the government of Don Jofe Syha de Pr.z ; for 
they may certainly depend on having their ftrength, 
condition, and defigns berniyed to the Spaniards^ as 
far as the knowledge the Governor can procure 
of tbefe particulars will give him leave. And as 
this treacherous condudt is infpired by the views 
of private gain, in the illicit commerce carried on 
to the river of Plate, rather than by any national 
affeflion which the Pertuguefe bear the Sfmmrds, 
the fame perfidy may perhaps be expeifted from 
moft of the Governors of the pratdl coaft fince 
thefe fmuggling engagements are doubtlefs very 
extenfive and general. And though the Gover- 
nors fhould themielves deteft fo faithlefs a proce- 
duti, yet as fhips are perpetually palling from 
forrie or other of the Lratdl ports to the river 

Plat:, 
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Phte^ the Spaniards could fcarcely fail of receiv*-' 
ing, by this means, cafual intelligence of any Bri* 
tijh Ihips uponthecoafti which, however imper- 
fe<St fuch intelligence might be, would prove of 
dangerous import to the views and intcrefts of 
thofe cruifers who were thus difcovered. 

For the Spanijh trade in the Sotitb-Seas running 
all in one track from North to South, with very 
little deviation to the eaftward or wefhvard, it is 
in the power of two or three cruifers, properly 
ftationed in different parts of this track, to pofTels 
themfelves of every Ihlip that puts to fea: But 
tins is only fo long ^ they Can continue concealed 
from the neighbouring coafti for the inftant an 
enemy is known to be in thofe feas, all' navigation 
is prohibited, and confequently all captures are at 
an end j fince the Spaniards, well apprized of thefe 
advantages of the enemy, fend exprelTes along the 
coaft, and lay a general embargo on all their trade } 
a raeafure which they prudentially forefec, will 
not only prevent their veffels being taken, but 
will foon lay any cruifers, who have not ftrength 
fufficient to attempt their places, under neceffiiy 
of returning home. Hence then appears the great 
in?portance of concealing all expeditions of this 
kindi and hence coo it follows, how extremely 
prejudicial that intelligence may prove, which is 
^iven by the Portuguefe Governors to thtf Spmi^ 
drds, in relation to the defigns of fhtps fbtlching 
at the ports of 

■^However, nbtwithftanding the fetcsiWnicncies 
,^'^avc mentioned, df touching on the coaft of 
of£entimes>hapjp#,;ih'^fliiips botaiti 
1 round 
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round Cape Horn wiii be obliged to call there for 
a fupply of wood and water, and other refrelli- 
ments. In this cafe, St. Catherine'^ is the lafl: place 
I would recommend, both as the proper animals 
for a live ftock at Tea, as hogs, Iheep, and fowls* 
cannot be procured there, (for want of which we 
found ourfeives greatly diftrefled, by being re- 
duced to live alniofl: entirely on fait provifions) 
and alfo becaufe from its being nearer the river of 
Plate than many of their other fettlements, the 
inducements and conveniencies of betraying m 
are much ftronger. The place i would recom- 
mend is Rio 'Janeiro., where two of our fquadron 
put in after they were feparated from us in paffing 
Cape Horn ; for here, as I have been informed by 
one of the Gentlemen on board thofe (hips, any- 
quantity of hogs and pQpltry may be procured t 
and this place being more diftant frokm the river 
of Platet the difficulty of intelligence is fotne- 
whai inbanced, and confequently the chance of 
continuing there undifeovered, in fome degree 
augmented. Other meafures, which may effec- 
tually obviate all thefe embarraiTments, (hall be 
coftfidered more at large hereafter, 

I next proceed to the confideration of the pro- 
per courfe to be fleered for doubling Cape Herx, 
And here, I think, I am fufficicntly authorbed 
by our own fatal experience, and by a cafefi^ 
comparifon and examination of the journals of 
former Navigators, to give this piece of advice, 
which in prudence I think ought never to be de- 
parted from : That is, that all (hips bound to the 
Saaik*Smt inftcad of palHng through Streights 
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LeMaire, fhould conftantly pafs to the ealhvai'd 
of Staten-land, and ftiould be invariably bent on 
running to the Ibuthward, as far as the latitude of 
6i or 6z degrees, before tl*y endeavour to ftand 
tD the wedward j and tiiat when they are got in- 
to that latitude, they iheuid then make fure of fuf- ‘ 
fiejent welling, before they once think of fleering 
to the northward. 

' But as direftions diametrically oppofite to thefc 
have been formerly given by others writers, it is 
incumbent on me to produce my reafons for each 
part of this maxim. And firft, as to the paffing 
to the eaftward of StaUftrUmi* Thofe who havo 
attended to this jifqae we ran in paffing Streights 
ia Mdire., the danger we were in of being driven 
upon Staten-knd by the current, when, tl^ough 
we happily efcaped being put on fhore, we were 
yet carried to the eaftward of that Ifland : Thofe 
who reflcQ: on this, and the like accidents which 
have happened to other fliips, will furely not efleem 
it prudent to pafs through Streights Le Maire^ and 
run the rifque of Ihipwrcck, and after all find 
themfelves no farther to the weftward (the only 
leafon hitherto given for this praftice) than they 
might have been in the fame time, by a fccure na- 
vigation in an open fca. 

s' And , next, as to the diredidns I have given 
foi: running into the latitude of 6i of 

any endeavour is made to ft^ipd to ||hf, vicfti* 
The reafons for this precept ^ ail 

l^^b ^bllity the/violwe cf rii«^.cw?^';wUI be 

'weather M 
iHfegoqs ' and . circunq- 
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ftance we ourfclves experienced moft remaikahly : 
for after we had unexpeftedly fallen in with the 
land, as has been mentioned in the preceding 
chapter, we flood away to the fouthward to run 
clear of it, and were no fooner advanced into fixty 
degrees or upwards, but we met with much better 
weatlier, and fmoother water than in any other 
part of tlie whole palTage : The air indeed was 
very cold and fharp, and \/e had ferong gales, but 
they were fteddy and uniform, and we had at the 
fame time funfhine and a clear flcy ; whereas in 
the lower latitudes, the winds every now and then 
intermitted, as it were, to recover new ftrength, 
and then returned iuddenly, in the mofl violent 
gulls, threatening at each blall the lofs of our 
mails, which mull have ended in our certain de- 
llrudlion. And that the currents in this high la- 
titude would be of much lefs ef^cacy than nearer 
the land, feems to be evinced from thefe confide- 
rations, that all currents run with greater vio- 
lence near the Ihore than at fea, and that at great 
diftances from llaore they are fcarcely perceptible : 
Indeed the reafon of this feems fufEciendy oWious, 
if we confider that conllant currents are, in all 
probability, produced by conllant winds, the 
wind driving before it, though with a flow and 
imperceptible motion, a large body of water, 
which being accumulated upon any coaft that ir 
meets with, mull efcape along the Ihore by the 
endeavours of its furface, to reduce itfclf to the 
fame level with the reft of the Ocean. And it is 
reafonable to fuppofe, that thofe viplent gulls of 
wind which w’c experienced near the Ihore, fo very 

K dif- 
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different from what we found in the latitude of 
fixty degrees and upwards, may be owing to a 
fimilar caufe; for a wcfterly wind almoft perpe- 
tually prevails in the fbuthern part of the Pacific 
Ocean : And this current of an being interrupted 
by thofe immenfe hills called the ''Andes-, anil by 
the mountains on Ttrivz del Fuego, which together 
bar up tlie whole country to th.e foutlnvard as far 
as Cape Horn-, a part of it only can force its way 
over the tops of thofe prodigious prccijiiccs, whilft 
the reft muft naturally follow the diredlinn of 
the coaft, and muft range down the land to the 
fouthward, and fweep with an impetuous and ir- 
regular blaft round Cape and the fouther- 

moft part of terra del Fuego. However, not to 
rely on thefe fpeculations, we may, I believe, 
eftablifh, as inconteftible, thefe matters of fad, 
that both the rapidity of the currents, and the vio- 
lence of the weftern gales, are lefs fenfible in the 
latitude of 5i or 62 degrees, than nearer the Ihorc 
of T rrra del Fuego, 

But though I am fatisfied from both our own 
experience, and the relations of other Navigators, 
of the importance of the precept I here inlift on, 
that of running into the latitude of 61 or 6 a de- 
grees, before any endeavours are made to {land to 
the weftward ; yet I would advife no fhips here- 
after to truft fo far to this management, as to ne- 
gled another moft effential maxim, which is the 
feaking this paffage in the height of fummer, that 
in, the months of December and January % 
Laiid the more diftant the time of pajSing is taken 
this feafpn, the more difaftrous it may be 
d , , re#- 
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reafonably expeded to prove. Indeed, if the 
mere violence of the weftern winds be confidered, 
the time of our paflage, which v/as about the 
Equinox, was perliaps the moft unfavourable of 
the whole year ; but then it rauft be remembered, 
that independent of the winds, there are in the depth 
of winter many other inconveniencies to be appre- 
hended, which are almofl: infuperable : For the 
feverity of the cold, and the fliortnefs of the dass, 
would render it impradlicable at that feafon to run 
fo tar to the fouthward as is here recommended ; 
and the fame reafons would greatly augment the 
alarms of failing in the ncighbourlmoJ of an un- 
known lliore, dreadful in its appearance in the 
midft of lummer, and would make a winter navi- 
gation on this coail: to be, of all others, the moft 
difmaying and terrible. As I would therefore ad- 
vife allfhips to make their palfage in December 
and January^ if poffible ; fo I would warn them 
never to attempt the doubling Cape Horn^ from 
the caftward, after the month of I^iirch. 

And now, as to the remaining con^ide^ation,^^ 
that is, the propereft port for cruifers to refrefh 
at on their firft arrival, in the Soulh Seas : On this 
head there is fcarcely any choice, the Ifland of 
yma Fernandes being the only place that can be 
prudently recommended for this purpofe. For 
though there are many ports on the weftern fide 
of Palagonia^ between the Streights of Magellan 
and the Spanijh fettlements (a plan of one of 
which will be referred to in the courfeof this work), 
where fliips might ride in great fafety, might re- 
cruit. theii* wood and water, and might procure 
K 2 fomc 
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fome few refrefhmcnts ; yet iii*U co.iti i'? in u -i 
fo dangerous from its numeroui. rocl-r. cik! break- 
ers, and from the violence of the wollcrn winds 
which blow conitantly full upon it, that it is by- 
no means advileable to tail in with that land, at 
leaft till the roads, channels, and an<.horagc, in 
each part of it arc accurately firveyed, and both 
the perils and flielter it abounds with are marc 
diftinaiy known. 

Thus having given the beft dirciSlrions in my 
power for the fuccefs of our cruifcrs, who may be 
hereafter bound to the fsu'h fict’s ■, it mig!-!t be 
ekpetited that I lliould again relume the thread of 
my narration. Yet as both in the preceding and 
fubfequent parts of this work, I have thought ic 
my duty, not only to recite all i'uch fa£ts, and to 
inculc.'ite fuch ma.vims as had the leaft appearance 
of pro/ing beneficial to future Navigators, but 
alfo occafionaliy to recommend, fuch meafurcs to 
the Public, as I conceive are adapted to promote 
the fame laudable purpofe j I cannot dofitt from 
the prefent fubjeS:, without befeeching thofe to 
whom the conduiEb of our naval afilurs is com- 
mitted, to endeavour to remove the many perple.vi- 
tiesand embarraffiiients with which the naviga- 
tion to the Smtb’ Seas is, at prefent, neceffirily 
encumbered. An cIFort of this kind could not 
fail of proving highly honourable to thcmfelves, 
.^'exttemciy beneficial to their country. For it 
iifems to be fufficiently evident, that whatever im- 

E nents navigation lltaU receive, either by the 
,idn of methods that Ihail render its pradice 
jardous, or by the more accurate delineation 
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of the coafts, roads, and ports, already known, or 
by the difccvery of new nations, or new f[)ecics 
of commerce ; it feemc, I fay, fufliciently evident, 
that by whatever means navigation is promoted, 
the convemencies hence arifing mufl: ullimaicly re- 
dound to the emolument of Greai-BrUuin. Since 
as our fleets are at prefent Aip'orior to thofe of the 
whole world united ; it mull: be a inatchlcfs degree 
of fupinenefs or mean-fpuritednefs, if wc pcimitted 
any of the advantages which new difeoveries, or a 
more extended navigation may produce to man- 
kind, to be ravlfncd from us. 

As thcicforc it appears that .all our future expe- 
ditions to the Si.tiib Sees mufl lun a confiderable 
rifqi e of proving abortive, v/hiifl in our paflage 
thither, we are under the ncccflity of touching at 
Brazil j the difeovery of fome place more to the 
Ibuthward, where fhips might refrefh and fupply 
thcmfelves with the neceflaiy fca-ftock for their 
voyage round Cape Horn, would be an expedient 
which would relieve us from this embarrafiment, 
and would furely be a matter worthy of the 
attention of the public. No“ does this feem dif- 
ficult to be effeded. For we have already the 
•imperfedb knowledge of two places, which might 
perhaps, on examination, prove extremely con- 
venient for this purpofe: One of them is Pe~ 
jpy/s Ifland, in the latitude of 47° South, and 
kid down by Dr. Halley, about eighty leagues to 
the eaftward of Cape Blanco, on the coaft of Poh 
t^gonia i the other is Falkland*^ Ifles, in the lati- 
tude of lying nearly South of Ifland. 
The ’firlj: of thefe was difeovered by Captain 
K 3 
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Cowley, in his Voyage round the World in the year 
1686; who reprefcnts it as a commodious place 
for fhips to wood and water at, and fays, it is 
provided with a very good and capacious liai hour, 
where a thoufand fail of ihips might ride at an- 
chor in great fafetyj that it abounds with fov.l'', 
and chat as the fhore is either locks or finds, it 
feems to promilc great plenty of lith. The fc- 
cond place, or Hies, luive been feen by 

many Ihips, both ivfi/tA and Ip, being the 
land laid down by Fiezier, in his Charr oi'tr.e ex- 
tremity of South America, under the title of the 
■New JJknds. PVoodes Rtgers, who run along 
'the N. E. coaft of thefe Ifies in the year 1 708, 

' tells us, that they extended about two degrees in 
length, and appeared with gentle defeents from 
hill to hill, and feemed to be good ground, in- 
terlperfcd with v/oods, and not dcfticute of har- 
bours. Either of thefe places, as they are IfiandSj 
at a confiderafale dillance from t!ie Continent, 
may be fuppofed, from their latitude, to lie in a 
climate fufficiently temperate. It is true, they 
are too little known to be at prelent recommended 
as the moft eligible places of rclreflmicnt for*fldps 
bound to the fouthward : But if the Admiralty 
fliould think it advifrable to order them to bj» 
furveyed, which may ’ be done at a very fmall 
expence, by a veffcl fitted out on purpofe 5 and 
tf, on this examination, one or both of thefe 
'jplaces fhould' appear proper for the purpofe in- 
j- ’tended, it is fcarcely to be conceived^ of pro- 
r^kibus import a convenient ftatidh7 imght' provtf, 
v|feed fo far to the fouthyrafrd, 4 dfo near Cajw 
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Horn. Tlie Duke and Duchefs of Brijiol were 
but thirty-five days from their lofing fight of Falk- 
land's Ifles to their arrival 2X.Juan Fciuandes in 
the SiUtb Seas : and as the returning back is much 
facilitated by the wefcern winds, I doubt not but 
a voyage might be made from Falkland's Ifles 
to Juan Fernandes and back again, in little more 
than two months. This, even in time of peace, 
might be of great confequence to this nation ; 
and, in time of war, would make us mailers of 
thofe feas. 

And as all difcovciics of this kind, th’ough ex- 
tremely honouiable to thole who diredt and pro- 
mote them, may yet be carried on at an incon,- 
fiderable expence, fmce finall velFels arc much the 
propereft to be employed in this fervice: It 
were to be wilhed, that the whole coaft of Pata- 
gonis^ Terra del Fuego^ and Staten-land, were care- 
fully furveyed, and the numerous channels, roads, 
and harbours with which they abound, were ac- 
curately examined. This might open to us fa- 
cilities of palling into the Pacifick Ocean, which 
as yet we may be 'unacquainted with, and would 
render all that fouthcrn navigation infinitely fe- 
curer than at prefent; particularly an exaft 
draught of the Weft coaft of Patagoma, from 
the Streights of Magellan to the SpaniJlj fettle- 
ments, might perhaps furnilh us with better 
and more convenient ports for refrelhment, and 
better fituated for the purpofes cither of war or 
commerce, and above a fortnight’s fail nearer to 
FalMand's Ifland, than the Ifland of Juan Fer- 
nandes, The difcovery of this coaft hath for- 
K 4 merly ' 



128 Ld. ANSON’S VOYAGE 

merly been thoii>\ht of fuch conlequcnce, by 
reafon of its neighbourhood to the /Ir.tucss asui 
other Cbilim Indians^ \¥ho aie generally at wai, 
or at leaf]: on ill leims v, ith tlieir neigh- 

bours, that Sir Juhn Nab^n.pb v/as pinpoiely 
fitted out in the reign of KiiUf Cl\ii!:s Ih to fiir- 
ycy the Streig'us of M the neighboinifig 

coaft of Patagonia^ and tiie Sp^djh ports on tliat 
frontier, with diredion^, if polnble, to procure 
fome inteicourfe with the ChUian Indians, and to 
eflabiifh a commerce and a lulling corrcfpondcnce 
with them. His Majefty’s views in em[do\uig 
Sir John Narborough in this expedition, were not 
folcly the advantage he might hope to receive 
from the alliance of thofe favages, in reftraining 
and intimidking the Crown of Spaing but he 
conceived, that, independent of thofe motives, 
the immediate traffic!; with thefe Indians might 
prove extremely advantageous to the Engbfls Na- 
tion. For it is well known, that at the tirll dif- 
covery of Chili by the Spanimist it abounded 
with vaft quantities of gold, much beyond tvhat 
it has at any time produced, fincc it has been in 
their pofleffion. And hence it has been generally 
believed, that the richeft mines are carefully con- 
cealed by the Indians^ as well knowing that the 
difeovery of them would only excite in the Spam- 
ards a greater thirE for conqueft and tyranny, and 
iwould render their own independence more pre- 
carious. But with refpea to chpir cdEittidrce with 
Esglijhf thefe rcafons would ho'^li^l^er inflii- 
them i fince it Would' 'te power to 
with arms and '’SlIsiiShQition of ali 
‘ ' ' kindly 
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kinds, of which they are extremely defirous, 
together with many other conveniencies which 
their intercourfe with the Spaniards has taught 
them to relifh. They would then, in all pro- 
bability, open their mines, and gladly embrace a 
traffick of fuch mutual convenience to both Na- 
tions ; for then their gold, inftead of proving 
an incitement to enflave them, would piocure 
them weapons to afiert their liberty, to chaftife 
their tyrants, and to fecure themfelves for ever 
from the Spanijh yoke ; whilft with our affiftance, 
and under our protection, they might become a 
confiderable people, and might fecure to us that 
wealth, which formerly by the Houfe of Aufirta^ 
and lately by the Houfe of Bourbon, has been moft 
mifehievoufly lavifhed in the purfuit of univerfal 
Monarchy. 

It is true, Sir John Narhorough did not fucceed 
in opening this commerce, which, in appearance, 
promifed fo many advantages to this Nation. 
However, his difappuintmenc was merely ac- 
cidental, and his tras fa&ions upon that coaft (be- 
fides the many valuable improvements he furnifhed 
to geography and navigation) are rather an .en- 
couragement for future trials of this kind, than 
any objeftion againft them i his principal misfor- 
tune being the lofing company of a fmall bark 
which attended him, and having fome of his peo- 
ple trepanned at BaUivia. However, it appeared, 
by the precautions and fears of the Spaniards, 
that they were fully convinced of the pradicabi- 
^ity of the fcheme he was fent to execute, and 
Ckffcalely alarmed with the apprehenfion of its 

con- 
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confequences. It is iaid that his Majofty Kij\^ 
Charles the Second was fo far prcpoirdfcd with 
the belief of the emoluments which might le- 
doiind to the publick from this expedition, and 
was fo eager to be infoimed of the event of ir^ 
that having intelligence of Sir Ji-bii Ki-hac:tgbh 
paffing through the Dosi'ns on his return, he had 
not patience to attend his airival at court, but 
went hinafelf in his barge to Gta-vefeud to meet 
him. 

To facilitate as much as poflible any attempts 
pf this kind, which may be hereafter undertaken, 
I have in t{ie thirteenth plate, given a chart of that 
part of the world, as far as it is hitherto known, 
■which I flatter myfelf is, in fotne rcfpeQs, much 
porrefter than any which has been yet publllhcd. 
To evince which, it may be necelTary to mention 
what materials I have principally made ufe of, 
and what changes I have introduced different from 
other authors. 

The two moft celebrated charts hitherto pub- 
iiflied of the fouthermofl: part of South Jujcrka^ 
are thofe o? Dr. Hdky^ in his general chart of 
the magnetic variation, and of Fjezier in his 
voyage to the South Seas. But bcfidcs thcic, there 
is a chart of the Streiglits of ?JageIunh and of 
fome part of the adjacent coaft, by Sir 'John Nar- 
’above-mentioned, which is doubtIcTs in- 
finitely exafter in that part than J>v 2 ;/V/’s, and 
in fome refpefts fuperior to Halley's, particularly 
in what relates to the longitudes of the differen;t 
of thofe Streights. The coaft from Cape 
W^:, to Terra del Fuego, and thence to Streights 

U 
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Le Metre, we were in fome meafure capable qf 
corredling by ovir own obfervations, as we ranged 
■chat firore generally in fight of land. Thepofition 
of the land, to the northward of the Streights of 
Magelipii, on the Weft fide, is doubtlefs laid down 
in our chart but very imperfedbly •, and yet I be- 
lieve it to be much nearer the truth than what has 
hitherto been done : As it is drawn from the in- 
formation of fome of the Wager's crew, who were 
lliipwrecked on that ftiore, and afterwards coafted 
it down ; and as it agrees pietty nearly with the 
defcription of iome Spaaijh manufcrlpts I have 
feen. The channel dividing ‘Terra del Fuego is 
drawn from Frezier ; but Sir Francis Drake, who 
firft difcovercd Cape Horn, and the S. W. part of 
Terra del Fuego, obfcrved that whole coaft to be 
divided by a great number of inlets, all which he 
conceived did communicate with the Streights of 
Idagel'an. And I doubt not, that whenever this 
country is thoroughly examined, this circumftance 
will be verified, and Terra del Fuego will be found 
to confift of fcveral Wands. 

And having mentioned Frezier fo often, I muft 
not omit warning all future Navigators againft re- 
lying on the longitude of Streights Le Maire, or 
of any part of that coaft, laid down in his chart ; 
the whole being from 8 to 10 degrees too far to 
the eaftward, if any faith can be given to the con- 
current evidences of a great number of journals, 
verified in fome particulars by aftronomical ob- 
fervation. For inftance. Sir John Narborough, 
places Cape Virgin Mary in 65^ : 42' of Weft 
iofigitvide from the Wizard, that is in about 
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from London. A.nd the fliips of our iquaviron, 
who took their departure from St, 

(where the longitude was redified by an oliler- 
vation of the ecliple of the moon) founvl Cipc 
Virgin M&ry to be from yo"® to 72^’ ) fruui 
London^ according to their difiercnt rcckuning';; 
And fince there were no circumilanci-s in our run 
that could render it confiderably crroiicons, it can- 
not be efteemed in lefs than yt degrees ci( Well 
longitude ; whereas Frezkr lays it down in Ids 
than 66 degrees from Pmis^ that is, little more 
than 63 degrees from London^ which is doubtids 
8 degrees ftiort of its true quantity. Again, our 
fijuadron found Cape Virgin Mmy and Streigltts 
Lt Moire to be not more than a® -I different in 
longitude, which in Frezier are diftant near 4 de- 
grees ; fo that not only the longitude of Cape SL 
Bartholomew is laid down in him near 10 degrees 
too little, but the coaft from the Streights of Mi- 
ge'Ln to Streights Le Make,, is enlarged to near 
double its real extent. 

But to have done with Frezier, whofe errors, 
the importance of the fubjea, and not a fonclncfs 
for cavilling, has obliged me to remark, (thouah 
his treatment of Dr. Halley might, on the prclent 
occafion, authorize much feverer ufage) I mufl, 
in the next place, relate wherein the chart I have 
here inferred differs from that of our learned coun- 
tryman laft mentioned. 

It is well known that this gentleman was fent 
^road by the public, to make fetch geographical 
dftronomical obfervations, as might facilimte 
snw-futare liraftice of navigation, and particu- 

larly 


5 
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larly to determine the variation of the compafs ia 
fiich places as he fbould couch at, and, if polTible, 
to afcertain its general laws and affedions. Thefe 
things Dr. Halley, to his immortal reputation atid 
the iionour of our nation, in good meafure ac- 
complillied, efpecially with regard to the variation 
of the compafs, a fubjed, of all others, the mofl: 
interefting to thofe employed in the art of navi- 
gation. He hkewife correded the pofition of 
the coaft of Brazil, which had been very erro- 
neoufly laid down by all former Hydrographers 5 
and from a judicious comparifon of the obfer- 
vations of others, he happily fucceeded in fettling 
the geography of many confiderable places, where 
he had not himfelf been. So that the chart he 
compofed, with the variation of the needle mark- 
ed thereon, being the refuit of his labours on this, 
fubjed, was allowed by all Europe to be far com- 
pleater in its geography than any that had till then 
been publiflied, whiifl: it was at the feme time moft 
furprizingly exad in the quantity of variation aC- 
figncd to the different parts of the globe j a fub- 
jed fo very intricate and perplexing, that all gene- 
ral determinations about it had been ufually deemed 
impoflible. 

But as the only means he had of correding the 
fituation of thofe coafts, where he did not touch 
himfelf, v/ere' the obfervations of others j when 
thofe obfervations were wanting, or were inaccu- 
rate, it was no imputation on his Ikill, that his 
decisions were defedive. And this, upon the 
beft comparifon I have been able to make, is the 
cafe with regard to that part of his chart, which 

contains 
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contaitis the South coaft of South Jmerim. Fot 
though the coaft of Srasi!^ and the oppolue coaft 
of Pmi on the South-Seas^ are kid down, I pre- 
fume, with the greateft accuracy ; yet from about 
the river of Plate on. the Eaft fide, and its oppofite 
point on the Weft, the coaft gradually declines 
, too much to the weflward, fo as at the Streighis 
of Magellan to be, as I conceive, about fifty 
leagues removed from its true pofition : At Icaft, 
this is the refult of the obfervations of our fqua- 
dron, which agree extremely well with thoil* of 
Sliv John Narhorcugh, I muft add, that Dr. Haley 
has, in the Philofophical tranfadions, given t!ie 
foundation on which he has proceeded, in fixing 
PortSf* Julian in 76° of Weft longitude : which 
the concurrent Journals of our fquadron place 
from yo'-' i. to 71® 4. This, he tells us, was an 
obfervation of an eclipfe of the moon, made at 
that place by Mr. l^'^ood, then Sir John Karborough\ 
Lieutenant, and which is faid to have happened 
there at eight in the evening, on the 1 8ih of Sep- 
tember^ 1670. But Captain journal of this 
whole voyage under Sir John Neirkoroti'ijt is fince 
publifhed together with this obfervation, In which 
he determines the longitude of i\)rt A'/. Jallja 10 
be 73 degrees from London, and the time nf the 
eclipfc to have been different from Dr. ih:laf% 
account, But the numbers he has gi\'en arc fo 
faultily printed, that nothing can be determined 
from them. 

To what I have already mentioned with regard 
to the chart hereunto annexed, I {hall only add, 
render it more complcat, 1 have inierttd 

ilc.-Jcin 
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therein the route of our fquadron, and have deli- 
neated, in the paflage round Cape Horn^ both the 
real track which we defcribed, and the imaginary 
track exhibited by our reckoning ; whence the 
violence of the currents in that part of the world* 
and the enormous deviations which they produccj 
will appear by infpefcion. And that no material 
article might be omitted in this important affair, 
the foundings on the coaft of Patrgonia., and the 
variation of the magnetic needle, are annexed to 
thofe parts of this track, where, by our obferva- 
tions, we found them to be of the quantity tliere 
fpecified. 
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CHAP. X. 

From Cape Noir to t!ie Wand of yu^vi Fcr- 
/wides. 

A fter the mortifying difappointmcnt of 
falling in with the coaft of f'erra del I 'uc^c^ 
when we efteemcd ouifelves ten degrees to the 
weft ward of itj as hath been at large rccitcv! in 
the eighth chapter ; we ftood away to the S. W. 
till' the, 22d o£ Aprils when we were in upwards of 
6o® of Soutli latitude, and by our account near 
6" to the weftward of Cape Nrnri in this run, 
we had a feries of as favourable weather, as 
could well be expedted in that part of the world, 
even in a better feafon : So that this interval, fee- 
ling the inquietude of our thoughts afide, was by 
far the moft eligible of any wc enjoyed from 
Streights Le Maire to the Weft coaft of Amerka, 
This moderate weather continued with little va- 
riation, till the 24th i but on the a4di, in the 
evening the wind began to blow ficni, and ibun 
jnereafed to a prodigious ftorm ; and the weather 
being extremely thick, about midnight we toft 
^fight of the other four Ihips of the fquadroii, 
which, notwichftanding the violence of the ipre- 
cc^ng ftorms, had hitherto kept in company 
. with us. Nor was this our foie tnisfortane j for 
next morning, endeavouring to ha«|(d the top- 
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fails, the clew-lines and bunt-lines broke, and the 
flieets being half-flown, every feam in the top- 
fads was foon fplit from top to bottom, and the 
main topfail fhook fo ftrongly in the wind, that 
it carried away the top lanthorn, and endangered 
the head of the mall ; however, at length, fome of 
the moft daring of our men ventured upon the 
yard, ,and cut the fad away clofe to the reefs, 
though with the utmod hazard of their lives. 
Whilft at the fame time the fore topfail beat 
about the yard with fo much fury, that it was 
foon blown to pieces nor was our attention to our 
top-fldls our foie employtnent, for the main fail 
blew loofe, which obliged us to lower down the 
yard to fecure the fad, and the fore-yard being 
likcwife lowered, we lay-to under a mizen; In 
this dorm, befides the lofs of our top-fails, we 
had much of our rigging broke, and loft a main- 
ftudding fail-boom out of the chains. 

On the 25th, about noon, the Weather became 
more moderate, which enabled us to fway up our 
yards, and to repair, in the beft manner we could* 
our fhattered rigging ; but ftill we had no fight 
of the reft of our fc|uadron, nor indeed were we 
joined by apy of them again, till after our arrival 
at ^mn Fernandes * nor did any two of them, as 
we have finc.e learned, continue in company toge- 
ther : This total, and almoft inftantaneous repara- 
tion was the more wonderful, as we had hitherto 
kept together for feven weeks, through all the 
reiterated tempefts of this turbulent climate. It 
Uiwft: indeed be owned, that w® had hence room 
to expe^l, that we might make our pafiage in a 

I. fliortcar 



tgs Ld.^ANSON’s voyage 

lliorter time, than if we had conihtued together, 
becaufe we could now make the beft of our way 
without being retarded by the misfortunes of the 
other fhips ; but then we had the melancholy re- 
flexion, that wo oujU’Ives were hereby deprived 
of the affiftance of other-;, and our iafety would 
depend upon our Angle fliip : fo that if a plank 
flarted, or any other accident of the fame nature 
flrould take place, we mufl: all irrecoverably pe- 
rilh : Or fliould we be driven on Ihoro, wc had 
the uncomfortable profpeX of ending our days on 
fome defolate coaft, without any rcalbnable hope 
of ever getting off again : Whereas with another 
fhip in company^ all thefe calamities are much 
iefs, formidable, fince in every kind of danger, 
there would be fome probability that one (hip at 
leaft might efcape, and might be capable of pre- 
ferving or relieving the crew of the other. 

The remaining part of this month of April we 
had generally hard gales, although we had been 
every day, fince the 2 2d, edging to the north- 
ward; however, on the laft day of the month, 
we flattered ourlelves with the expedation of loon 
terminating all our fuflerings, for we that day 
found ourfelves in the latitude of 52® : 13', which 
being to the northward of the Streights of Ma- 
'gelkih we were aflfured that we had complcated 
our paflage, and had arrived in the confines of 
the fouthern Ocean ; and this Ocean being deno- 
minated PmficK from the equability of the JPeafons 
which are faid to prevail there, and the facility 
add fccurity with which navigation is there carried 
on,; 'W.C doubted not but wc Ihould be fpccdily 

cheared 
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cheared with the moderate gales, the fmooth wa- 
ter, and the temperate air for which that track of 
the globe has been fo renowned. And under the 
influence of thefe pleafing circumftances, we hoped 
to experience fome kind of compenfation, for the 
complicated mileries which had fo conftantly at- 
tended us for the laft eight weeks. But here we 
were again difappointed ; for in the fucceeding 
month of May, our fufferings role to a much 
higher pitch than they had ever yet done, whe- 
ther we confider the violence of the ftorms, the 
ihattering of our fills and rigging, or the dimi- 
nilhing and weakening of our crew by deaths and 
ficknefs, and the probable profpeft of our total 
deftruftion. All this will be fufficiently evident, 
from the following circumftantial account of our 
diverfified misfortunes. * 

Soon after our pafling Streights Le Main, the 
feurvy began to make its appearance amongfl: us j 
and our long continuance at fea, the fatigue we' 
underwent, and the various difappointments we 
met with, had occafioned its fpreading to fuch a 
degree, that at the latter end of April there were 
but few on board, who were not in fome degree 
afflifted with it, and in that month no lefs than 
forty-three died of it on board the Cmturkn. But 
though we thought that the diftemper had then 
rlfen to an extraordinary height, and were willing 
to hope, that as we advanced to the northward its 
malignity would abate j yet we found, on the con- 
trary, that in the month of we loft near double 
that number : And as we did not get to land till 
the middle of June, the mortality went on in- 
L t ■ creafing. 
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creafing, and the difeafe extended iti'df lb prodi- 
giouily, that after the lofs of above two hundred 
men, we could not at laft mufter more than fix 
fore-maft men in a watch capable of duty. 

This diieale, lb frequently attending long voy- 
ages, and lb particularly deilruclive to its is Ibrely 
the moft fingular and unaccountable of any th;it 
affeiSts the human body : Its fymptoms arc incon- 
ftant and innumerable, and its progreis ai;d clVccls 
extremely irregular } for icarcely any two pedbns 
have complaints exactly refembling each other, 
and where there hath been found fome conformity 
in the fymptoms, the order of their appearance 
has been totally different However, thotigh it fre- 
quently puts on the form of many other difeafes, 
and is therefore not to be deferibed by any exdu- 
fjve and infallible criterions •, yet tlierc are fome 
fymptoms which are more general than the rclf, 
and, occurring the ofteneft, deferve a more parti- 
cular enumerapon. Thefe common appearances 
are large difcoloured fpots difperfed over the whok 
furface of the body, fwellcd kgs, putrid gums, 
and, above all, an extraordinary lafiitude of the 
whole body, efpccially after any exercife, how- 
ever inconfiderable and this laffitude at laft de- 
generates into a pronenefs to fwoon, and even die 
on the leaft exertion of ftrength, or even on the 
kaft motion. 

This difeafe is likewife ufuaUy attended with a 
ftrange dejeftion of the Ipirks, and with fliivcr- 
. ings, tremblings, and a difpofitjbn to be lebed 
with the moft dreadful terrors the iSighteft ac- 
Indeed it was moi|f|ipM^k«bk, in all our 
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reiterated experience of this malady, that whatever 
difcouraged ourpeople, or at any time damped their 
hopes, never failed to add new vigour to the dif- 
temper ; for it ufually killed thofe who were in the 
laft llagcs of it, and confined thofe 10 their ham- 
mocks who were before capable of fome kind of 
duty ; fo that it feemed as if alacrity of mind, and 
fanguine thoughts, were no contemptible preferva- 
tives from its fatal malignity. 

But it is not eafy to complcat the long roll of 
the various concomitants of this difeafc; for it 
often produced putrid fevers, pleurifies, the jaun- 
dice, and violent rheumatic pains, and fometimes 
it occafioned an obftinate toruvenefs, which was 
generally attended with a difficulty of breathing; 
and this was efteemed the moft deadly of all the 
fcorbutick fymptoms ; at other times the whole 
body, but more erpecially the legs, were fubjea to 
ulcers of the worft kind, attended with rotten bones, 
and fuch a luxuriancy of fungous flefla, as yielded 
to no remedy. But a moft extraordinary circum- 
ftance, and what would be fcarcely credible upon 
any fingle evidence, is, that the fears of wounds 
which Iiad been for many years healed, were for- 
ced open again by this virulent diftemper: Of 
this, there was a remarkable inftance in one of the 
invalids on board the Cmturion^ who had been 
wounded above fifty years before at the battle of 
the Bcyn 0 i for though he was cured foon after, 
and had continued well for a great number of 
years paft, yet on his being attacked by the feurvy, 
his wounds, in the progrefs of his difeafe, broke 
out afrefti, and appeared as if they had never been 

L 3 healed; 
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healed: Nay, what is (lill more adoniniing, the 
callus of a broken bone, which had been com- 
plcatly fo! med for a long time, was founvi to be 
hereby diffolved, and the fi-..(5l'uro feemed as if it 
had never been confolidatcd. Indeed, the efiecls 
of this difeafe \vcre in almah every inilance won- 
derful; formally of our people, though coniined 
to their hammocks, appeared to have no inconfi- 
derable fiiare of health, for they eat and I'rank 
heartily, were chcarful, and talked with much 
feeming vigour, and with a loud flrong ttuie of 
1 voice ; and yet, on their being the Icait moved, 
I though it v/as from only one part of the fliip to 
I the other, and that too in their hammocks, they 
I have immediately expired ; and others, who have 
confided in their feeming Hrength, and have re- 
folved to get out of their hammocks, have died 
before they could well reach the deck. ; nor was 
it an uncommon thing for thofe who were able to 
walk the deck, and to do Ibme kind of duty, to 
drop down dead in an inftant, on any endeavours 
to adl with their utmolleffbir, many of our people 
having perifhed in this manner during the courle 
of this voyage. 

With this terrible difeafe wc ftruggled the 
greaceft part of the time of our beating round 
Cape Horn ; a.id though it did not then rage with 
its uemoft violence, yet wc buried no kis than 
forty-three men on board the CmtiO'kn^ in the 
month of Aml^ as hath been already obfeeved ; 
,|iOwever, wc ftili entertained hopes, that when we 
Ihbhld have once fecured our paflage round the 
Cape, wc fiioiiJd put a period to this, and all the 

other 
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other evils which had fo confbantly purlueJ us. 
But it was our misfortune to find, that the Paci- 
fick Ocean was to us lefs hofpitable than the tur- 
bulent neighbourhood of ‘Terra del Fuego^ and 
Cape Horn. For being arrived, on the 8th of 
May., off the Ifland of Socoro, which was die fir£l 
lendezvous appointed for the fquadron, and where 
we hoped to have met with fome of our compa- 
nions, v/e cruifed for them in chat ftation feveral 
days. But here we were not only difappointed 
in our expedations of being joined by our friends, 
and were thereby induced to favour the gloomy 
fuggeftions of their having all penflied ; but we 
were hkewife perpetually alarmed with the fears 
of being driven on fhore upon this coaft, v/hich 
appealed too ciaggy and irregular to give us 
the leift profped, that in fuch a cafe any of us 
could poffibly efrape immediate dcllrudion. For 
the land had indeed a moft tremendous afped: 
The moft diftant part of it, and which appeared 
far within the country, being the mountains 
ufually called the Andes or Cordilleras, was ex- 
tremely high and covered with fnow j and the 
coaft itfelf feemed quite rocky and ba?;ren, and 
the water’s edge Ikirted with precipices. In fome 
places indeed we difcerned. feveral deep bays run- 
ning into the land, but the entrance into them 
vyas generally blocked up by numbers of Tittle 
iflands *, and though it was not improbable but 
there might be convenient Ihelter in fome of thofe 
bays, and proper cha.rtnels leading thereto •, yet, 
as we were utterly ignorant of the coaft, had we 
^een driven afhore by the weftern winds which blew 
L 4 almoft 
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almoft conftantly there, we did not expc.ft to 
have avoided the lols of our ihip, and of our 
lives. 

This continued peril, wh'.cit laHi'd i" >■ rhove a 
fortnight, was greatly aggravated by the uiiliai!- 
ties we found in wo: king c!.o ihip-, Ui ii;c feurvr 
had by this time deftroyed I'a great i put of t>ur 
hands, and had in fome degree alil-ctcd .dnv'it 
the whole crew. Nordidwc, as vve hopetl, find 
the winds lefs violent, as wc adv.'need to rli * 
northward; for we had often prodigious rqu.iif; 
which fpiit our fails, greatly damaged our n 'ginp, 
and endangered our mafts. Indeed, during the 
greateft part of the time we were upqn this toaO, 
the wind blew fo hard, that in another fituation, 
where we had fufficient fea room, we ihould cer- 
tainly have lain-to ; but in the pivfcnt cxigenry, 
we were necelhtated to carry botli our courf -s .mj 
top-fails in order to keep clear of this lee ihore. 
In one of thefe fquails, which was attended by jl>- 
verai violent claps of thunder, a fudden (lafta of 
fire darted along our decks, which, dividing, ex- 
ploded with a report like that of luveral piftols, 
and wounded many of our men and officers ns it 
pafTed, marking them in different parts of the 
body : This flame was attended with a flrong fu!- 
phureous ftench, and was doubtlefs of t!ie fame 
nature with the larger and more violent blafts of 
lightning which then filled the air. 

It were endlefs to recite minutely the various 
^fafters, fatigues, and terrors, which we cncoun- 
w^ on this coaft} all thefe went oft incrcafing 
^ aud of May, at which lifiie, the fury of all 
' ' ' ' ' the 
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the ftorms which we had hifiierto encountered, 
feemed to be combined, and to have confpired. 
our deftrudion. In this hurricane almoft all our 
fails were fplit, and great part of our ftanding rig- 
ging broken and, about eight in the evening, a 
mountainous over-grown fea took us upon our 
ftarboard-quarter, and gave us fo prodigious a 
Ihock, that fevcral of our flirouds broke with the 
jerk, by which our mads were greatly endan- 
gered ; our ballad and ftores too were fo ftrangely 
fliifted, that the fhip heeled afterwards twoftreaks 
to port. Indeed it was a moft tremendous blow, 
and we were thrown into the utmoft confternation 
from the apprehcnfion of inftantly foundering ; 
and though the wind abated in a few hours, yet, 
as we had no more fails left in a condition to bend 
to our yards, the fiiip laboured very much in a 
hollow fea, rolling gunwale to, for v/ant of fail to 
Ready her : So that we expected our mafts, which 
were now very fienderly fupporced, to come by 
the board every moment. However, we exerted 
ourfelves the beft we could to dhrup our ftirouds, 
to reeve new lanyards, and to mend our fails ; but 
while thefe neceflary operations were carrying on, 
we ran great rifque of being di iven on jfhore on 
the Ifland of Chike, which was not far diftant 
from us *, but in the tnicUl: of our peril the wind 
happily (hifted to the fouthward, and we fteered 
off the land with the main-fail only, the Matter 
and rnyfelf undertaking the management of the 
helm, while every one clfc on board was butted in 
fecuring the mafts, and bending the lails as faft as 
they could be repaired. 1 his was the laft effort of 

that 
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that ftormy climate ; for in a day or two after 
we got clear of the land, and found the weather 
more moderate than we had yet experienced fmee 
our palling Streights Le Mnire, And now hav- 
ing cruized in vain for more than a furtnigitt in 
queft of the other lliips of the fquadron, it was 
refolved to take the advantage of the prelcnt fa- 
vourable feafon, and the offing wc had ma<.!e front 
this terrible coaft, and to make the bell of our way 
for the Ifland of yann Feniendes. For thouglu our 
next rendezvous was appointed off the Ita-bour 
of Bddtvia^ yet as we had hitherto feen none of 
our companions at this firft rendezvous, it was not 
to be fuppofed that any of them would be found 
at the fecond : Indeed we had the greateft rcafon 
to fufpeS, that all but ourfelves had perKlied. 
Befides, we were by this time reduced to fo low a 
condition, that inftead of attempting to attack ilic 
places of the enemy, our utmofi: hopes could only 
fuggeft to us tlie poffibility of faving the Ihip, and 
fome parr of the remaining enfeebled crew, by our 
fpeedy arrival at yuan Fermndes-, for this was the 
only road in that part of the world where there 
was any piobab'.lity of our recovering our fick, or 
rcHtting our veffe), and confequcntly our getting 
thither was the only chance we had left to avoid 
perifhing at fea. 

Our deplorable fituation then allowing no room 
for deliberation, we ftood for the Ifland of Juan 
F(^nandes\ and to fave time, which was now ex- 
tremely precious, (our men dying four, five, an^ 
fo in a day) and likewife to avoid being engaged 
fgaia with a lec-fhore, we refolved, if polfible, to 
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hit the Ifland upon a meriditn. And, on the 28 ch 
of being nearly in the parallel upon which it 
is laid down, we had great expedlations of feeing 
it ; But not finding it in the pofition in which the 
charts had taught us to exped it, we began to fear 
that we had gone too far to the weftward •, and 
therefore, though the Commodore hirafelf was 
ftrongly perfuaded, that he faw it on the morn- 
ing of the 28th, yet his Officers believing it to 
be only a cloud, to v/hich opinion the hazinefs of 
the weather gave fome kind of countenance, it was, 
on a confultation, refolved to Hand to the eaftward, 
in the parallel of the Ifland •, as it was certain, that 
by this couife we fliould either fall in with the 
Ifland, if we were already to the weftward of it j 
or fliould at lead make the mam land of Chili, from 
whence we might take a new departure, and aflure 
ourfelves, by running to the weftward afterwards, 
of not miffing the Ifland a fecond time. 

On the 30th of May we had a view of the Con- 
tinent of Chili, diftant about twelve or thirteen 
leagues ; the land made exceeding high, and un- 
even, and appeared quite white ; what we faw 
being doubtlefs a part of the Cordilleras, which 
arc always covered with fnow. Though by this 
view of the land we afcertained our pofition, yet 
it gave us great uneafinefs to find that we had fo 
needlefsly altered our courfe, when we were, in all 
probability, juft upon the point of making the 
Ifland ; for the mortality amongft us was now in- 
creafed to a moft dreadful degree, and thofe who 
remained alive were utterly difpirited by this new 
dilappointmeht, and the profpeift of their longer 
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continuance at lea : Our water too began to grow 
fcarce; fo that a general dejection prevailed among jl 
us, which added much to the virulence of the 
difeafe, and deftroyed numbers of our bell men ; 
and to all thefe calamities there was added this 
vexatious circumftance, that when, after having 
got a fight of the Main, we t eked and flood to 
the weftward in queft of the I Hand, we were fo 
much delayed by calms and contrary winds, that 
it coft us nine days to regam the Wvfting, which, 
when we ftood to the eallward, we ran down in 
two. In this defponding condition, with a ci-nzy 
Ihip, a great fcarcity of frelh water, and a crew 
fo univerfally diieafed, that there were not above 
ten fore-maft men in a watch capable of doing 
duty, and even fome of thefe lame, and unable 
to go aloft : Under thefe diiheartening circum- 
ftances, we ftood to the weftward ■, and, on the 
9th of Jmie, at day-break, we at laft difeovered 
the long wiftied for Ifland of Juan Fernandes. With 
this difeovery I (hall clofe this chapter and the firft 
book, after obferving (which will fornifh a very 
ftrong image of our unparalleled diftreffes) that by 
our fufpeaing ourfelves to be to the weftward of 
the Ifland on the 28th of and in confequence 
of this, Handing in for the Main, we loft between 
feventy and eighty of our men, whom wc Ihould 
doubriefs have faved had we made the Ifland that 
day, which, had we kept on our courfe for a few 
hours longer, we could not have failed to have 
done. 

' MWJD ef BOOK I. 
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BOOK II. 

CHAP. I. . 

The arrival of the Centurion at the Ifland of 
Juan Fernandest with a defcription of that 
Ifland. 

O N the 9th of June,, at day-break, as is men- 
tbned in the preceding chapter, we firft de- 
fcried the Ifland of Juan Fernandes^ bearing N. 
by E. I- E, at eleven or twelve leagues diftance. 
And though, on this firft view, it appeared to be 
a very mountainous place, extremely ragged and 
irregular; yet as it was land, and the land we 
fought for, it was to us a moft agreeable fight : 
Becaufe at this place only we could hope to put 
a period to thofe terrible calamities we had fo, 

long 
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long ftruggled with, which Jiad already fwcpt 
away above half our crew, and which, had wc 
continued a few days longer at fca, would inevi- 
tably have compleated our deftruftion. For we 
were by this time reduced to fo hclplefs a condi- 
tion, that out of two hundred and odd men which 
remained alive, we could not, taking all our watches 
together, mufter hands enough to work the (liip 
on an. emergency, though we included the ollkers, 
their fervants, and the boys. 

The wind being northerly when we firft made 
the IQand, we kept plying all that day, and the 
next night, in order to get in with the land ; and 
wearing the Ihip in the middle watch, we had a 
melancholy inftailce of the almoft incredible de- 
bility of our people; for the Lieutenant could 
mufter no more than two Quartcr-mafters, and 
fix Fore-maft men capable of working ; fo that 
without the affiftance of the officers, fervants, aovl 
the boys, it might have proved impoflible for us 
to have reached the Illand, after we i>ad got fight 
of it ; and even with this affiftance they were two 
hours in trimming the fails : To fo wretched a 
condition was a fixty gun flrip reduced, which had 
paffed Screights Le Mtire but three months before, 
with between four and five hundred men, almoft 
all of them in health and vigour. 

However, on the loth in the afternoon, we 
got under the lee of the Ifland, and kept ranging 
along it, at about two miles diftanccj, in order to 
,l^k out for the proper anchorage, which was 
to be in a bay on the North fide, ite- 
ing W nearer in with the ffiott, we could difcoi 

ver 
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ver that the broken craggy precipices, which 
had appeared fo unpromifing at a diftance, were 
far from barren, being in moft places covered 
with woods, and that between them there were 
every where interfperfed the fineft vallies, clothed 
with a moft beautiful verdure, and watered with 
numerous ftreams and cafcades, no valley, of any 
extent, being unprovided of its proper rill. The 
water too, as we afterwards found, was not in- 
ferior to any w'e had ever tafted, and was con- 
ftantly clear. The afpedt of this country, thus 
diverfified, v/ould, at all times, have been ex- 
tremely delightful ; but in our diftreffed fituation, 
languifhing as we were for the land and its vege- 
table produftions, (an inclination conftantly attend- 
ing every ftage of the fea-fcurvy) it is fcarcely 
credible with what eagernefs and tranfport we 
viewed the fhore, and with how much impatience 
we longed for the greens and other refrefhraents 
which were then in fight, and particularly the 
water, for of this we had been confined to a very 
Sparing allowance a confiderable time, and had 
then but five ton remaining on board. Thofe 
only who have endured a long feries of thirft, 
and who can readily recal the defire and agitation 
which the ideas alone of fprirtgs and brooks have 
at that time raifed in them, can judge of the emo- 
tion with which we eyed a large cafcade of the 
moft tranfparent water, which poured itfelf from 
a rock near a hundred feet high into the fea, 
at a fmali diftance from the Ibip. Even thofe 
amongft the difeafed who were not in the very 
kft ftages of the diftemper, though they had been 

long 
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long confined to their hammocks, exerted the 
finall remains of llrcngth that were left them, 
end crawled up to the deck to feafi: themi'elves 
with this reviving prol'peft. Thus we coulled the 
fhore, fully employee! in the contemplation of 
this enchanting iandikip, winch Hill improved up- 
on us the fai thcr we advanced. Hut at lall the 
night clofed upon us, before wc had iatisfied our- 
felves which was the proper bay to anchor in i 
and therefore we reiblved to keep in foundings 
all night, (we having then from fixty-four to 
feventy fathom) and to fend our boat next morn- 
ing to difeover the road: However, the cur- 
rent fhifeed in the night, and let us fo near the 
land, that we were obliged to let go the beH 
bower in fifty-fix fathom, not half a mile from 
the Ihore. At four in the morning, the cutter 
was difpatchcd with our third Lieutenant to find 
out the bay we were in fearch of, who returned 
again at noon witli the boat laden with feals and 
grafs j for though the Ifland abounded with bet- 
ter vegetables, yet the boat’s-orew, in their Ihorc 
Hay, had not met with them ; and they well 
knew, that even grafs would prove a dainty, as 
indeed it was all foon and eagerly devoured- 
The fcals too were tonfidered as frclh provifion, 
but as yet were not much admired, though they 
grew afterwards into more repute: For what 
rendered them kfs valuable at this jundure, was 
the prodigious quantity of excellent filb» which 
the peopieon board had taken, during thc abfcncf 
the boat. . . 
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The Cutter, in this expedition, had difcovered 
the bay where we intended to anchor, which we 
found was to the weftward of our prcfent ftation 5 
and, the next morning, the weather proving 
favourable, we endeavoured to weigh, in order 
to proceed thither-, but though, on this occa- 
fion, we muftered all the ftrength we could, oblig- 
ing even the lick, w'ho were fcarce able to keep 
on their legs, to aflift us ; yet the capftan was fo 
weakly manned, that it was near four hours be- 
fore we hove the cable right up and down : Af- 
ter which, with our utmoft efi'orts, and with ma- 
ny furges and fome purchafes we made ufe of to 
increafe our power, we found ourfelves incapable 
offtarting the anchor from the ground. How- 
ever, at noon, as a frefh gale blew towards the 
bay, we were induced to fct the fails, which for- 
tunately tripped the anchor; and then we ftecred 
along fhore, till we came abreaft of the point 
that foiTOS' the eaftern part of the bay. On the 
opening of the bay, the wind that had befriended 
us thus far, flrifted and blew from thence in 
fqualls; but by means of the head way, we had 
got, we lopfed clofe in, till the anchor brought 
us up in fifty-fix fathom. Soon after wc had thus 
got to our new birth, we difcovered a fail, which 
we made no doubt was one of our fquadron; 
and on its nearer approach, wc found it to be the 
^ryd Sloop; Wc immediately fent fome of our 
hands on board her, ; by whofe affiftance Ihe was 
baaoght to an anchor between m and the land. 
We foon found that the Sloop had not been ex- 
eiBJp0!45^m the feme caktaittes which we had 

M ■ lb 
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fo fcverel^ felt; for her Commander, Captain 
Saunders, waiting on the Commodore, informed 
him, that out of his fmali complement, he had 
buried thirty-four of his men; and thofe that 
remained were ib univerfally afllided with the 
feurvy, that only himfelf, his Lieutenant, and 
three of his men, were able to ftand by the fails. 
The came to an anchor within us, on the 
nth, about noon, and we carried our haulers 
on board her, in order to moor ourH-lves m'arer 
in fliore ; but the wind coming off the land in 
violent guffs, prevented our mooring in the birth 
we intended. Indeed our principal attention was 
employed on bufinefs rather of more importance : 
For we were now extremely occupied in fending 
on fliore, materials to raife tents for the reception 
of the fick, who died apace on board, and doubt- 
lefs the diftemper was confiderably augmented, 
by the ftench and fikhinefs in which they lay j 
for the number of the deceafed was fo great, and 
fo few could be fpared from the neceffary duty 
of the fails to look after tliem, that it was im- 
pofllble to avoid a great relaxation in the article 
of cleanlinefs, which had rendered tlie fliip ex- 
tremely loathfome between decks. Notwithftand- 
ing our defire of freeing the fick from their hate- 
ful fituatioa, and their own extreme impatience, 
to get on fhore, we had not hands enough to pre- 
pare the tents for their reception before the i6th ^ 
but on tiiat and the two following days we fent 
all On fliore, amounting to a hundred and 
A^y-feven perfons, befidcs . twelve or , fourteea 
lifi^^dicd in thoriboats, on their being expofod tp 

thife ' 
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the frefh air. The grcateft part of our fick were 
fo infirm, that we were obliged to cany them 
out of the flup in their hammocks, and to con- 
vey them afterwards in the fame manner fiom 
the water fide to their tents, over a fiony beach. 
This was a work of confiderable fatigue to the 
few who were healthy, and therefore the Com- 
modore, according to his accuftomed humanity, 
not only afljfted herein with his own labour, but 
obliged his Officers, without diftindtion, to give 
their helping hand. The extreme weaknefs of 
our fick may in fome meafure be collefled from 
the numbers who died after they had got on 
fiiore ; for it had generally been found, that the 
land, and the refreflmients it produces, very foon 
recover moft ftages of the fea-feurvyj and we 
flattered ourfelves, that thofe who had hot pe- 
riffied on this firft expofure to the open air, but 
had lived to be placed in their tents, would have 
been fpcedily reftored to their health and vigour : 
Yet, to our great mortification, it was near twen* 
ty days after their landing, before the mortali- 
ty was tolerably ccafed ; and for the firft ten 
or twelve days, we buried rarely Icfs than fix 
each day, and many of thofe, who furvived, re- 
covered by very flow and infenfible degrees. In- 
deed, thofe who were well enough at their firft 
getting on fliorc, to creep out of their tents, and 
crawl about, were foon relieved, and recovered 
their health and ftrength in a very fhort time j but 
irt the refi:, the difeafe feemed to have acquired a 
degree of inveteracy,, which was altogether with- 
out example.- 

M 2 Having 
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Having proceftlcd thus i.sr, anti got our I'lCu 
on fliore, I think it nccciriiry, huf. re I enter into 
any longer detail oi our ttenlacti-o"'., to gjee a 
diftindl account of this Ifland oi 'ju--: /•, ; riO.vw, 
its lituation, pro'Jue"iions, and ..11 its etinvenicn- 
cies. 7'hele paiticulars we were well enabled to be 
minutely inllrufied in, during our three month-; 
ftay there; and as it is the tmly eommculiou*; 
place in thofc feas, where /’r//.;/#* truifer. tan re- 
frcfh and recover their men atur ilicir paflhge 
round Cape //«■«, and where they tvay remain 
f 'F fome time without alarming the coafl, 

hck’ its advantages will merit a ciicumftanti.ti dc- 
;Vpti.jn. Indeed Mr. .-/>{/«« was particul.irly in- 
ti^atnous in dircding the roads and co.ift.s to be 
furveycd, ar.d other obfervations to be made, 
knovdngfrcm his own experience, of how great 
conlequence thefe materials niig<:t prove Ui any 
Jjiiii/ij veflels hcre.ifier employed in thole leas. 
For the iiacercainiy we were in of it.s pofition, 
and our Handing in for the Main on the ah’th of 
May, in order to lecure a luflicient eafting, when 
we were indeed extremely near it, coll us the 
lives of between ftvency i.n.l eiglity of our men, 
by our longer conunuar.cc at lea ; From which 
fatal accident we might have been exempted, had 
we been furnifhed with fuch an account of its litu- 
ation, as we could fully have depended on. 

The Illand of Juari I'is-iatiJcs lies in the l.»itudc 
of 33® : 40' South, and is a hundred .and ten leagues 
diltant from the Continent of CH/h It is laid to 
have received its name from a H^mkrd, who for- 
m^ly procured a grant of it, and refided there 
5 fomc 
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ibme time with a view of fettling on it, but after- 
wards abandoned it. On approaching it on its 
caft fide, it appears, as reprefented in the fourteenth 
plate, where (a) is a fmall Ifland, called Goa£ 
TJland, to the S, W. of it; (h) a rock, called 
Monkey Key, almoft contiguous to it; {c) is the 
Eaft bay, ( d) Cumberland Bay, where we moored, 
and which, as will be obferved, is the beft road 
for fliipping, and (e) the Weft bay. The Illand 
itfelf is of an irregular figure, as may be feen by a 
very exadt plan of it in the 5th plate. Its greateft 
extent is between four and five leagues, and its 
greateft breadth Ibmewhat fhort of two leagues. 
The only fafe anchoring at this Ifland is on the 
North fide, where are the three bays mentioned 
above, but the middlemoft known by the name 
of Cumberland Bay, is the wideft and deepeft, and 
in all refpedts much the beft ; for the other two, 
denominated the Eaft and Weft bays, are fcarcely 
more than good landing places, where boats may 
conveniently put their calks on fliore. A plan of 
the N. E. fide of the Ifland, containing thefe three 
bays, drawn by a large fcale,is in plate the fixteenth, 
where it appears, that Cumberland Bay is well fe- 
cured to the fouthward, and that it is only expofed 
from the N, by W. to the E, by S ; and as the 
northerly winds feldom blow in that climate, and 
never with -any violence, the danger from that 
quarter is not worth attending to. To diftinguifli 
this bay the better at fea, I have added a very 
exadt view of it, in the feventeenth plate, which 
will enable all future Navigators readily to know 
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As the bay iaft uclNibAl, ur Cn P.y, 

is byfartha ino’.l: ooui!not.ii n.s nvul m ih*‘ lib-uiU 
ib ic iS ti’ivi^caalc ivu* all ibiy' a*tv It ft ua the 
\,c!lan r.v’..’ oi’ t! is ba\% v.uhla iiitU- innio than 
two cable j ieny.th-s oi uio K.u'h. I U'lc ti' y inay 
vide in lOi'v i.ttl'ii.u v'l skater, ti;ul be, i>'i •> yiiNtt 
ratafuic, ilicllci-cd I'iuin a lavee heavy ka, wliicit 
comes rolling in Vvhenever an eailcrit or a \u-llem 
wind bicjws. It u lumever v.snrdu nt, in ihl^ calc, 
to wivk or .'.rai tlic cabb.s wrh m iu>n ili.tiu, or 
good ronridiiig, li»r f.vc <tr lix t.ulunn sc tin the 
anchor, to iKute tlnan iruin being rubl ed by ti-.u 
iuuincis of the ground. 

I have before obferved, that a nitvlhcily tviivd, 
to whuh alone this bay u cxpuicd, very nuely 
blew duiing our ftay herei and as it was then 
Tjvinicr, it Otay be ftippofcd, in other i’e.duns, to 
be kis fseq'ut-nt. Indeed, in thole few intlanccs, 
when it was in that quarter, it did not blow with 
any great force : But this perhaps niiglu be owing 
to the highlands on the fouihward of the bay, which 
checked its current, and thereby abated its vio- 
lence *, for we had reatbn to fuppofe, that a few 
leagues off", it blew with conlkierabk ftrength, 
fince it fometimes drove before it a prouigioo.s lea, 
in which \ys rode foie-callle in. But though the 
porihern winds arc never to be apprehended j yet 
the fouthern winds, which generally prevail Iwre, 
frequently blow off the land in violent guih and 
fijualis, which however rarely kft longer than two 
, tv three minutes. l‘hb feems to be owing to the 
;.e^r«£lion of the fouthern gale, by the hills in the 

. J^ghbourhood o£ the bay j for the wind being 

. » 
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collected by this means, at laft forces its paffage 
through the narrow vallies, which, hke fo many 
funnels, both facilitate its efcape, and increafe its 
violence. Thefe fiequent and fudden gufts make 
it difficult for fliips to work in with the wind off 
fhore, or to keep a clear hawfe when anchored.' 

The northern part of this Ifland is compofed of 
high craggy hills many of them inacceffible, 
though generally covered with trees. The foil of 
this part is loofe and lhallow, fo that very large 
trees on the hills foon peiKh for v/ant of root, and 
are then cafily overturned ; which occifioned the 
unfortunate death of one of our failors, who be- 
ing upon the lulls in fearch of goats, caught hold 
of a tree upon a declivity to affift him in his af- 
cent, and this giving way, he immediately rolled 
down the hill, and though in his fall he faftened 
on another tree of conliderable bulk, yet that too 
gave way, and he fell amongft the rocks, and 
was dafhed to pieces. Mr. Brett likewife met 
with an accident only by refting his back againft 
a tree, near as large about as himfclf, which ftood 
on a flope; for the tree giving way, he fell to a 
confiderable didance, though without receiving 
any injury. Our prifoners (whom, as will be 
related in the fequel, we afterwards brought in 
here) remarked, that the appearance of the hills ■ 
in fome part of the Ifland refembled that of the 
mountains in Chili, where the gold is found : So 
that it is not impoffible but mines might be dif- 
covered here. We obferved, in fome places, fe- 
vcral hills of a peculiar fort of red earth, exceeding 
M 4 ver-. 
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veriTiilion in colour, which perhaps, on examina- 
tion, might prove ufeiul for many purpoles. The 
fouthern, or rather the S. W. part of the Illand, 
as diilinguiilitd in the plan, is widely diffeicnt 
ii'om the reil, being dry, Itony, and deftitute of 
trees, and very flat and low, compared with the 
hills on the northern part, I'his part of the Ifland 
is never frequented by Ihips, being lurrounded by 
a ftcep ihore, and having little or no frclli water; 
and befides, it is expoied to the foutherly wind, 
which generally blows here the whole year lound, 
and in the winter iVJce very hard. 

The trees of which the woods on the northern 
fide of the Ifland are compoled, are moft of them 
aromaticks, and of many dilForent forts : There 
are none of them of a fize to yield any confider- 
able timber, except the myrtle-trees, which arc 
the largeft on .the ifland, and fupplied us with all 
the timber we made ufe of j but even thefe would 
not work to a greater length than forty feet. I’he 
top of the myrtle-tree is circular, and appears as 
uniform and regular, as if it had been clipped by 
art ; it bears on its bark an excrcfcence like mols, 
which in tafte and fniell refembles garlick, and 
was ufed by our people inftead of it. We found 
here too the pieraento-tree, and likewife the cab- 
bage-tree, though in no great plenty. And, be- 
fides a great number of plants of various kinds, 
■wliich we were not bocanifts enough either to de- 
feribe, or attend to, we found here almoft all the 
ycgetable.s, which are ufually efteemed to be par- 
tictjlariy adapted to the cure of thofe fcorbutick 
^fordfers, which are contra^lcd by fait diet and 
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long voyages. For here we had great quantities 
of water-creffes and puiflain, with excellent wild 
forrel, and a vaft profufiorTof turnips and Sicilian 
radiflies : Thefe two lafl:, having fome refemblance 
t'o each other, were confounded by our people un- 
der the general name of turnips. We ufuaHy pre- 
ferred the tops of the turnips to the roots, which 
were often ftringy ; thoqgh fome of them were 
free from that exception, and remarkably good. 
Thefe vegetables, with the fifh and flelh we got 
here, and which I (hall more particularly deferibe 
hereafier, were not only extremely grateful to our 
palates, after the long courfc of fait diet which 
we had been confined to, but were likewife of 
the moft falutary confequence to our fick, in re- 
covering and invigorating them, and of no mean 
fervice to us who weie well, in deftroying the 
lurking feeds of the Icurvy, from which perhaps 
none of us were totally exempt, and in refrefli- 
ing and reftoring us to our wonted ftrength and 
adlivuy. 

To the vegetables I have already mentioned, 
of which we made perpetual ufe, I muft add, 
that we found many acres of ground covered with 
oats and clover. Theie were alfo fome few cab- 
bage-trees upon the I Hand, as was obferved be- 
fore ; but as they generally grew on the precipices, 
and in dangerous fituadons, and as it was necet’ 
fary to cut down a large tree for every Angle cab- 
bage, this was a dainty that we were able but rarely 
to indulge in. 

The excellence of the climate and the loofenefe 
lOf the foil render this place extremely proper for 
■ ' all 
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ail kinds of vegetation ; for if the ground be any 
vd’cre accidentally turned uj% it is inunediately 
<*''erg,-o\yn with turnips and SutHm radiflies ; 

^ r. therefore having with him garden-feeds 

‘^'d kinds, and ftones of diHerem Ibits of fiuits, 

' ■ vor the better accommodation of his coiintry- 
■ ‘ t who fliould hereafter touch here, fowed both 
h'''i-ces, carrots, and othtr garden plants, and 
icit in tire woods a great variety of plum, apricot, 
ftid. peach ftones : And thefe laft lie has been in- 
ionned have fince thriven to a very reniai kable 
di\ji-ec-, for fome Gentlemen, who in tluir paf- 
fage from Lima to Old Spain were taken and 
brought to England, having procured leave to wait 
upon Mr. Anfon, to thank him for his generofity 
and humanity to his prifuncrs, fome of whom wire 
the ir relations, they, in cafu.il difcouric witli him 
abduc his ti anfidlions in the Sc;ftl>-Sce's, p.nucuiar- 
ly cHied him, if he had not plantcil a giert iium> 
bir Of fruit-lhones, on the Ifland of '/w« I'er- 
t.viibs j ior they told Jiim, their late Navigators 
hatl difeovered there numbers of peach-trees and 
i'jtricot- trees, which being fruits before unobferved 
in that place, they concluded them to have been 
protiu. ed from kernels lett Ijy him, 

.This may in general fu/Hce as to the ibii and 
vegetable procluilions of this plate : But the face 
of the country, at leaft of the North part of the 
Kknci, is fb extremely fingular, that I cannot 
r ^okJ giving it a particular coufideration. I have 

B ,dy taken notice of the wild, inhofpitablc air 
'which it firft appeared to us, and the gra- 
' dual 
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dual improvement of this uncouth landfltip as we 
drew nearer, till we were at laft captivated by tlie 
numerous beauties we ciilcovered on the fliore. 
And I mufl now add, that we found, during the 
time of our refidence there, that tiic inland pahs 
cf the Ifland did no ways fall fltort of the languine 
prepofieffions which we firft entertained in their 
favour. For the woods, which covered moft of > 
the ileepeft hills, weie free from all bullies and 
underwood, and afforded an eai'y paffige through 
every part of them and the irregularities of the 
hills and precipices, in the noithern pait of the 
Iliand, nectflaiily traced out by their various 
combinations a great number of romantic vallies j 
moft of which had a ftream of the clearcft water 
running through them, that tumbled in -cafeades 
from rock to rock, as the bottom of the valley, 
by the courfe of the neighbouring hills, was at 
any rime broken into u ludden lharp defeent: 
Some particular fpots occurred in thele vallies, 

V, here the ihade and fragrance of the contiguous 
woods, the loftinefs of the overhanging rocks, 
and the tranfparency and frequent fills of the 
neighbouring ftrcanis, prefented feenes of fuch 
elegance and dignity, as would with difficulty be 
rivalled in any other part of the globe. It is in 
this place, perhaps, that the fimple produiftions of 
imaliifted nature may be laid to excel all the fidi- 
tious deferiptions of the moft animated imagination, 

I ftiallfinifh this article with a ftiort account of that- 
fpot where the Commodore pitched his tent, and 
which he made choice of for his own refidence, 
though I defpair of conveying an adequate idea of 

its 
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its beaut)?'. The piece of ground which he chofe 
■was a fmall lawn, that la)? on a little afeent, at the 
diftance of about half a mile from the lea. In 
the fiont of his tent there was a large avenue cut 
tiuough the woods to the fea-fide, which floping 
to the water with a gentle defeent, opened a pro- 
fpccT; of the bay and the fliips at anchor. This 
lawn w,is fereened behind by a tall wood of myr- 
tle fweeping round it, in the form of a theatre, 
the (lope on which the wood hood, riling with a 
much lharper alcent than the lawn itfclf, though 
not fo much, but that the hills and precipices 
within land towered up confiderably- above the tops 
of the trees, and added to the grandeur of the 
view. There were, behdes, two ftreams of cry- 
ftal water, which ran on the right and left of the 
tent, within an hundred yards diftance, and were 
fliaded b)? the trees which fkirted the lawn on ei- 
ther fide, and compleated the fymmetry of the 
whole. Some faint conceptions of the elegance of 
this fituation mry perhaps be better deduced from 
the draught of it in the eighteenth plate. 

It remains now only that we fpeak of the ani- 
mals and provifions which we met with at this 
place. Former writers have related, that this 
Ifland abounded with vaft numbers of goats, and 
their accounts arc not to be queftioned, this place 
being the ufual haunt of the buccaneers, and pri- 
vateers, who formerly frequented thofe feas. And 
there are two inftances ; one of a Mufquito Mim, 
ai^ the other oi Alexander Selkirk a Scotchman^ 
■,^^^'Were left here by their refpe£live Ihips, and 
upon' this Ifiand for fpme years, and 
' con- 
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conrequcndy were no ftrangers to its produce. 
Selkirk, who was the hift, after a ftay of between 
four and five years, was taken off the place by the 
Duke and Dudefs privateers of Brijiol, as may 
be fecn af large in the journal of their voyage : 
His manner of life, during his folitude, was in 
moil particulars very remarkable-, but there is 
one circumllance he relates, which was fo ftrange- 
ly verified by our own oblervauon, that I cannot 
help reciting it. He tells us, amongft other 
things, that as he efren caught more goats than 
he wanted, he Ibmetimcs marked their ears and 
let them go. 'I'his was about thirty-two years be- 
fore our arrival at the Ifiand. Now it happened, 
that the firft goat that was killed by our people at 
their landing had his cars flit, whence wc con- 
cluded, that he had doubtlefs been formerly under 
the power of Selkirk. This was indeed an animal 
of a molt venerable afpeiSl, dignified with an ex- 
ceeding majelUc beard, and with many other 
fymptoms of antiquity. During our ftay on the 
Ifland, wc met with otliers marked in the fame 
manner, all the males being diftinguilhed by an 
exuberance of beard, and every other charaderif- 
tick of extreme age. 

But the great numbers of goats, which former 
writers deferibe to have been found upon this 
Ifland, are at prefent very much diminiihed ; As 
the Spaniards being informed of the advantages 
which the buccaneers and privateers drew from 
the provifions which goat’s ficQi here furniflied 
them with, have endeavoured to extitpate the 
breed, thereby to deprive their enemies of this re- 
lief. 
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lief. For this purpofc, they have put on fliord 
great numbers of large dogs, who have increafed 
apace, and have deftroyed all the goats in the ac- 
ceffible part of the country; fo that theic now 
remain only a few amongfl: the craggs and preci- 
pices, where the dogs cannot follow them. Thefc 
are divided into feparate herds of twenty or thirty 
each, which inhabit diftindb faftnelTcs, and never 
njingle with each other : By this means we found 
it extremely difficult to kill them ; and yet we 
were lb defirous of their fleili, which we all 
agreed much refeitibled venifon, that we got 
knowledge, I believe, of all their herds, and it 
was conceived, by comparing their numbers to- 
gether, that they fcarcely exceeded two hundred 
upon the whole Ifland. I remember we had once 
an opportunity of oblcrving a remarkable difpote 
betwixt a herd of thefe animals, and a number of 
dogs ; for going in our boat into the eaftern bay, 
we perceived fome dogs running very eagerly 
upon the foot, and being willing to difeover what 
game they were after, we lay upon our oars fome 
time to view them, and at laft faw them take to 
a hill, where looking a little further, we obferved 
upon the ridge of it an herd of goats, which 
feemed drawn up for their reception. There was 
a very narrow path Ikirted on each fide by preci- 
pices, on which the Mafter of the herd pofted 
himfelf fronting the enemy, the reft of the goats 
being all behind him, where the ground was more 
open: As thi? fpot Was inacceffible by any, other 
path, excepting where this champion had placed 
himfelf, tho dogs, though they ran up-hill with 
9 ' great 
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gaMC auicrity, yet when they came witliin about 
twenty yards oi him, they found they duift not 
encounter him, (for he would infallibly have dri- 
ven them down the precipice) but gave over the 
chace, and quietly laid themfclves down panting 
at a great rate. Thcfe dogs, who are maftera 
of all the acccffiblc parts of the Ifland, are of 
various kinds, fome of them very large, and are 
multiplied to a prodigious degree. They fome- 
tinies came down to our habitations at night, and 
Hole our provilion ; and once or twice they fer 
upon fingle perlons, but affillance being at hand, 
they were driven off without doing any mifehief. 
As at prefent it is rare for goats to fall in their 
way, we conceived that they lived principally upon 
young feals ; and indeed fome of our people hadl 
the curioficy to kill dogs fometimes and drefs them, 
and it feemed to be agreed that they had a filhy 
tafte. 

Goat’s flelh, as I have mentioned, being fcarce,' 
we rarely being able to kill above one a day ; and 
our petiple growing tired of fifli, (which, as I 
fhail hereafter obferve, abound at this place) they 
at laft condftfeended to eat feals, which by de- 
grees they came to relifti, and called it iamb. 
The feal, numbers of which haunt this Ifland, 
hath been fo often mentioned by former writers, 
that it is unnecefiary to fay any thing particular 
alM>uc them in this place. But there is another 
amphibious creature to be met with here, called a 
fca-Iiqn, that bears fome refemblance to a ffeal, 
though it is much larger. This too we eat under 
the dtjwmination of beef i and as it is fo extraor- 
dinary 
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dinary an animal, I conceive ic well merits a 
particular defcription. They are in lize, when 
arrived at their full growth, from twelve to twenty 
feet in length, and from eight to fifteen in cir- 
cumference : They are extremely fat, fo that af- 
ter having cut through the fkin, which is about 
an inch in tbicknefs, there is at leaft a foot of fat 
before you can come at either lean or bones ; 
and we experienced more than once, that the fat 
of fome of the largeft afforded us a butt of oil. 
They are likewife very full of blood, for if they 
are deeply wounded in a dozen places, there will 
inftantly gufh out as many fountains of blood, 
Routing to a confiderable diflance i and to try 
what quantity of blood they contained, we fhoc 
one firA, and then cut its throat, and raeafuring 
the blood that came from him, we found, that 
befides what remained in the veflels, which to be 
fure was confiderable, we got at leaft two hogl- 
heads. Their fkins are covered with (hort hair, 
of a light dun colour, but their tails and their 
fins, which ferve them for feet on fhore, are al- 
moft black j their fins or feet are divided at the 
ends like fingers, the web which joins them not 
reaching to the extremities, and each of thefe 
fingers is furnifhed with a nail. They have a 
diftant refemblance to an overgrown feal, though 
in fome particulars there is a manifeft difference 
l^ween efpecially in the males. Thefe 

fnoutor trunk hanging down, five 
qr fije inche^ .below thp end of the upper jawj^ 
which the females hayc not, this renders* the 

countenance of the male ipd female cafy to be 

Uiftin- 
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t31Ilinguiflied fiom each other, and befides, the 
males are of a much larger fize. The form and 
appearance both of the male and female, are very 
cxadly reprefcnted in the nineteenth plate, only 
the dilproportion of their fize is not ufually lb 
great as is there exhibited j for the male was 
drawn from the life, after the largeft of thele 
animals, which was found Upon the Ifland : He 
was the mafter of the flock, and from his driving 
off the other males, and keeping a great number 
of females to himfelf, he was by the feamen lu- 
dicroufly ftyled the Balhaw. Thefe animals divide 
their time equally between the land and fea, con- 
tinuing at fea all the fummer, and coming on 
Ihore at the fetting in of the winter, where they 
refide during that whole fcafon. In this interval 
they engender and bring forth their young, and 
have generally two at a birth 5 which they fuckle 
with their milk, they being at firft: about the fize 
of a full^rown fcal. During the time thefe fea- 
lions continue on Ihore, they feed on the grafs and 
verdure which grows near the banks of the frelh- 
water ftreams and, when not employed on feed- 
ing, lleep in herds in the moft miry places they 
can find out. As they feem to be of a very le- 
thargic difpofition, and are not eafily awakened, 
each herd was oblerved to place fome of their 
males at a diftance, in the nature of centinels, who 
never failed to alarm them, when ever any one at- 
tempted to moleft, or even to approach them} 
and they were very capable of alarming, even at 
a confiderable diftance, for the noife they make 
is very loud, and of diflFerent kinds, fometimes 

N grunting 
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grunting like hogs, and at other times fnorting 
like horfes in full vigour. They often, efpedally 
the males, have furious battles with each ocherj 
principally about their females j and we were 
one day extrepiely furprized by the fight of two 
animals, which at firft appeared different from all 
we had ever obfprved, but, on a nearer approach, 
they proved to bp two fea-lions, who had been 
^oripg each pther with their teeth, and were 
covered over with blood : And the Bafhaw be- 
fore-mentioned, who generally lay furrounded with 
feragUo of females, which no other male dj^red 
appr-ofich? h^. not t^g,qipe(^ tfiaii: envied pre- 
ftoinp^^pe vjithout imany Woody o^tefts, of whiph 
the m?jcks rpmained the numerous fcars 
ythich were vif^lple in every part of his body. We 
filled many of diftn for food, particularly for their 
$e^rt& and tongues, which we efteemed exceeding 
good eating, and preferable even to thofe of bul- 
locks : In general there was no difficulty in killing 
thepjj for tkey were incapable either of efcapipg 
Of refifting ; their morion is the moft unwie^y 
that can be conceivpris tlwiF blubber, all the time 
i^y are moving being agitated in large waves 
tuider thfiir fifins- ipowever a fftllor one day bCt 
log carekfely employed in ffeinning a young fea- 
Jjon, the female, from whence he had takes it,, 
came upon him unperceived, and getting hk head 
fft'her.n\o»th, fiie with her teseth fcored his fituU 
ks notches in s^uiny places, and thereby wounded 
hipa 3b dp^mtely, that, though aE pofBble care 
of Ito, he, died ia a le!« days* 


Thcfe 
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Thefe are the principal animals^ which we 
found upon the Ifland : for we faw but few birds, 
and thofe chiefly hawks, blackbirds, owls, and 
humming birds. We faw not the pardela, which 
burrows in the ground, and which former writers 
have mentioned to be found here 5 but as we often 
met with their holes, we fuppofed that the dogs 
had deftroyed them, as they have almoft done the 
cats : For thefe were very numerous in Selkirk’s 
time, but we faW not above one or two during 
our whole ftay. However, the rats ftill keep 
their ground, and continue here in great numbers, 
and were very troublefome to us, by infefting our 
tents nightly. 

But that which furnilhed us with the moft de- 
licious repafls at this Ifland, remains ftill to be 
deferibed. This was the fifti, with which the 
whole bay was moft plentifully ftored, and with 
the gt‘eateft variety : For we found here cod of a 
prodigious fize j and by the report of fome of 
our crew, who had been formerly employed in 
the Nmfoundhnd fifhery, not in lefs plenty than 
is to be met with on the banks of that Iflafld. 
Wc caught alfo cavallies, gropers, large breams, 
maids, filver fifii, congers of a peculiar kind, 
and ‘above all, a black fifti which we moft efteem- 
ed, called by fome a chimney-fweeper, in fhape 
lelcmbling a carp. The beach indeed is every 
where fo full of rocks and loofe ftones, that there 
is no poffibility of haling the Seyne *, but with 
hooks and lines we caught what numbers we 
pleafed, fo that a boat with two or three lines 
would return loaded with ftlh in ^bout two or 
N % three 
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three hours time. The only interruption we ever 
met with, arofe from great quantities of dog-fifli 
and large lliarks, which fometimes attended our 
boats and prevented our Iport. Befides the fidi we 
have already mentioned, we found here one deli- 
cacy in greater perfedtion, both as to free, flavour, 
and quantity, than is perhaps to be met with >n 
any other part of the world : This was fea cray- 
fifli i they generally weighed eighr or nine pounds 
a-piece, were of a moll: excellent tafte, and lay in 
fuch abundance near the water’s edge, that the 
boat-hooks often fliruck into them, in putting the 
boat to and from the (bore. 

Thefe are the moft material articles relating to 
the accommodations, foil, vegetables, animals, 
and other produflions of the Ifland of Juan Fer- 
nandes : By which it mull appear, how properly 
that place was adapted for recovering us from the 
deplorable fituation to which our tedious and un- 
fortunate navigation round Cape Florn had reduced 
us. And having thus given the reader fume idea 
of the fite and circumftances of this place, which 
was to be our refidence for three months j I fliall 
now proceed in the next chapter, to relate all that 
occurred to us m that interval, refuming my nar- 
ration from the i8th day of June, being the day 
in which the Tryal Sloop, having by a fqoali been 
driven out to fea three days before, came again to 
Ijer moorings, the day in which we finiflaed the 
fending our fick on fliore, and about eight days 
after our firft anchoring at this Wand. 


CHAP, 
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C H A P. IL 

The arrival of the Gloucejler and the Anna Pin^ 
at the Ifland of Juan Fernandes, and the tranf- 
adions at that place during this interval. 

T H E arrival of the Fryal Sloop at tliis Ifland 
fo foon after we came there ourfelves, gave 
us great hopes of being fpeedily joined by the 
reft of the fquadron ; and we were for fome days 
continually looking our, in expedation of their 
coming in fjghc. But near a fortnight being 
elapfed, without any of them having appearedj 
we began to defpair of ever meeting them again ; 
as we knew that if our ftiip continued fo much 
longer at fea, we fhould every man of us have 
pcriflied, and the veffel, occupied by dead bodies 
only, would have been left to the caprice of the 
winds and waves : And this v/e had great reafon 
to fear was the fate of our confoits, as each hour 
added to tlie probability of thefe defponding fug- 
geftions. 

But on theaiftof June, fome of our people, 
from an eminence on Ihore, difeerned a fliip to 
leeward, with her courfes even with the horizon ; 
and they, at the fame ’time, particularly -obferved, 
that flie had no fail abroad except her courfes and 
her main top-fail. This circumftance made them 
conclude that it was one of our fquadron, which 
N 3 ' had 
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had probably fufFered in her fails and rigging as 
feverely as we had done : But they were prevented 
from forming more definitive conjeflures about 
her ; for, after viewing her for a lliort time, the 
■weather grew thick and hazy, and they loft fight 
of her. On this report, and no fliip appearing 
for fome days, we were all under the greateft 
concern, fufpe^dng that her people were in the 
utmoft diftrefs for want of water, and fo dimi- 
niflied and weakened by ficknels, as not to be able 
to ply up to windward •, fo that we feared that, 
after having been in fight of the lOand, her whole 
crew would nocwithftanding perifli at fea. How- 
ever, on the 26th, towards noon, we difcerned a 
fail in the North-Eaft quarter, which we conceived 
to be the very fame Ihip that had been feen be- 
fore, and our conjedlures proved true: And 
about one o’clock fhe approached fo near, that 
we could diftinguifh her to be the Glomefter. As 
■we bad no doubt of her being in great diftrefs, 
the Commodore immediately ordered his boat to 
her alBftance, laden with frclh water, filh and ve- 
getables, which was a very feafonable relief to them ; 
for our apprehenfions of their calamities appeared 
tO' be but too well grounded, as perhaps there 
never was a crew in a more diftrefled fituation. 
They had already thrown over-board two thirds 
of their complement, and of thofe which remained 
alive, fcarcely any were capable of doing duty, 
cstcepethe officers and their fervants. They had 
been a conflderable time at the fmall, altpwance of 
frefli viiatcr to each man for twenty-four 
■ they had fo.Cttfe lefV'that, bad it 

t . ' . : ' ' oot 
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not been for the fupply we fent them, they mull 
foon have died of thirft. The fliip plied in with- 
in three miles of the bay; but, the winds and 
currents being contrary, flie cpuld not reach tlie 
road. However, flie continued in the offing the 
next day, but as Ihe had no chance of coming 
to an anchor, unlefs the winds and currents ffiift- 
ed ; the Commodore repeated his affiftance, fend- 
ing to her the Tryal’s boat manned with the Cen~ 
turion’s, people, and a farther fupply of water and 
other refreiliments. Captain Mitchel, the Cap- 
tain 6f the Gloucejier, was under a neceffity of 
detaining both this boat and that fent the pre- 
ceding day ; for without the help of their crews, 
he had no longer ftrength enough to navigate the 
fhip. In this tantalizing fituadon the Glomefier 
continued for near a fortnight, without being 
able to fetch the road, though frequently attempt- 
ing it, and at feme times bidding very fair for it.' 
On the 9th of July^ we obferved her Ifretching 
away to the eaftward at a confiderable diffance, 
which we fuppofed was with a defign to get to 
the fouthward of the Ifland ; but as we foon loft 
fight of her, and flie did not appear for near a 
week, we were prodigioufiy concerned, knowing 
that flte muft be again in extreme diftrefs for 
want 6f water. After great impatience about 
heir, we difeovered her again on the i6th, en- 
deavouring to come round the eaftern point of the 
Ifland : but the wind*, ftill blowing direftly from 
the bay, prevented her getting nearer than within 
four leagues of the land. On this, Captain Michel 
«ha<!e fignals of (Jiftrdfs, and our fong-boac waa 
N 4 ■ fent 
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fentto him with a ftore of water, and plenty 
of fifli, and other refrefliments. And the long- 
boat being not to be fpared, the Cockfwain had 
pofitive orders from the Commodore to return 
again immediately 5 but the weather proving 
ftormy the next day, and the boat not appearing, 
we much feared flie was loft, which would have 
proved an irretrievable misfortune to us all = 
However, the third day after, we were relieved 
from this anxiety, by the joyful fight of the long- 
boat’s fails upon the water ; on which we fcnt 
the Cutter immediately to her aflKlance, who 
towed her along-fide in a few hours ; when we 
found that the crew of our long-boat had taken in 
fix of the Gloucejier's fick men to bring them 
on fhore, two of which had died in the boat. 
We now learnt that the Gloucejier was in a moft 
dreadful condition, having fcarcely a man in health 
on board, except thofe they received from us; 
and, numbers of their fick dying daily, it ap- 
peared that, had it not been for the lall fupply 
fent by our long-boat, both the healthy and dil- 
eafed muft have h)l perifiied together for want of 
water. Thefe calamities were the more terrifying, 
as they appeared to be without, remedy : for the 
Gloucejier had already fpent a month in her en- 
deavours to fetch the bay, and fhe was now no 
farther advanced thari at the firft moment fhe 
imde the Ifland i on the contrary, the people on 
her had worn out all their hope? of ever 
fucceedjng in it, by .the many experiments they 
had made of its difficulty. Indeed, the fiune day 
her fituation grew rnpre defperstK riiah ever, for af- 

' wr 
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ter ftie had received our laft Tupply of refrefliments, 
we again loll fight of her } fo that we in general 
dcfpaired of her ever coming to an anchor. 

Thus was this unhappy veflel bandied about 
within a few leagues of her intended harbour, 
whiift the neighbourhood of that place and of 
thofe circumftanccs, which could alone put an end 
to the calamities they laboured under, ferved only 
to aggravate their diftrefs, by torturing them 
with a view of the relief it was not in their power 
to reach. But fiie was at laft delivered from this 
dreadful fituation, at a time when we leaft ex- 
ptdled it ; for after having loft fight of her for 
feveral days, we were pleafingly furpriaed, on 
the morning of the 23d of Julyt to fee her open 
the N. W. point of the bay with a flowing fail; 
when we immediately difpatched what boats we 
had to her afliftancc, and in an hour’s time from 
our firft perceiving her, flie anchored fafe within 
us in the bay. And now we were more particularly 
convinced of the importance of the afiiftance and 
refreftsments we fo often fent them, and how im- 
poflibie it would have been for a man of them to 
have furvjved, had we given iefs attention to their 
wants for notwithftanding the water, the greens, 
and frclh provifions which we fupplied them 
with, and the bands we fent them. to navigate 
the fliip, by which the fatigue of their own peo- 
ple was diminiflied, their lick relieved, and the 
mortality abated s iiQtwitbftanding this indulgent 
care of the Comtpodore, they yet buried above 
three fourths of tkfif crew, and a very fmall pro- 
portion of the .remainder wcJt capable of aflifting 
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in the duty of the fliip. On their coming to an 
anchor, our firfl endeavours were to aflift them 
in mooring, and our next to fend their fick on 
fhore: Thefe were now reduced by deaths to lefs 
than fourfcore, of which we expefted to lofe the 
greatefl: part 5 but whether it was, that thole fltr- 
theft advanced in the diftemper were all dead, or 
that the greens and frelh provifions we had font 
on board had prepared thofe which remained for 
a more fpeedy recovery, it happened, contrary to 
our expedtations, that their fick were in general 
felie>ed and reftored to their ftrength, in a much 
Ihorter time than oor wn had been when we firft 
cam* to the illand, and very few of them died on 
Ihorc. 

1 have thus given an account of the principal 
events, relating to the arrival of the Gloucejier^ in 
one continued narration. I fhall only add, that 
we never were joined by any Ofther of our fiiips, 
except our Vidlualler, the Jnna Fink^ who came 
in aboat the middle of Juguji, and whofc Iiiflory 
I lhall defer for the prefenc ; as it is now high 
time to return to the account of our own tranf- 
actions on board and on ihoTe,' during the interval 
of the Gleuceftefs freejuent and iaeficdual attempts 
to reach the Ifiand. 

Our next employment, after fending our fick 
on Ihcfrc from the Qenturion^ was cleanfing our 
3^ aw 3 filling our water. The firft of thefe 
.n^eafem was indifpenfabiy ncccfiafy to our foture 
hcaifSi 5 as the numbers of fick, and theruitavoid- 
1^; ne^igmee-arifingfrom our defplorabk fifuar- 
fea*} ifewdfcred the decks ‘Woft ietolefc 
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rably loathfome. And the 61 Iing our water was a 
caution that appeared not iefs eflential to our fe- 
curity, as we had reafon to apprehend that acci- 
dents might intervene, which would oblige us to 
quit the liland at a very Ihort warning ; for fome 
appearances we had difcovesed on fliore upon our 
firft landing, gave us grounds to believe, that 
there were crullers in thefe leas, which 

had left the I'.bnd but a fliost time before our ar- 
rival, and miglu pofTibly return thither again» 
either for a recruit of water, or in fearch of us ; 
(ince we could not doubt, but that the foie bufi- 
nefs they had at fea was to intercept us, and we 
knew that this IQand was the iikeliefl: place, in 
their own opinion, to meet with us. 'I'he cir- 
cumftanccs, which gave rife to thefe reflexions 
(in part of which we were not miflaken, as fliall 
be obferved more at large hereafter) wwe our 
finding on fliorc feveral pieces of earthen jar^ 
made ufe of in thofe feas tor water and other* li- 
quids, which appeared to be freCh broken : We 
faw, too, many heaps of albes, and near them filh- 
faones and pieces of fiib, beficles whole fifh fcat- 
tcred htre and there, which plainly appeared to 
have been but a ftiort time out of the waiter, as 
they were but juft beginning to decay. Thefo 
were certain indicatbns tliat there had been fliips 
at this place but a ftjort drae before we came there s 
and as all ^^anijb merchaat-anen are inftruXed to 
avoid the Ifland, on account of its being the com- 
mon rendezvous of enemies, we concluded 
thofe who l>ad tooefaed here to be thips of force j 
mid not kBOwing that Pixarrif was returned to 

Bumes 
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Buenos Ayres, and ignorant what ftrength might 
have been fitted out at Callao, we were under Tome 
concern for our fafety, being in fo wretched and 
enfeebled a condition, that notwithftanding the 
rank of our fifip, and the fixty gunslhe carried on 
board, which would only have aggravated our 
difiiionour, there was fcarcely a privateer fint to 
fca, that was not an over-match for us. How- 
ever, our fears on this head proved imaginary, 
and we were not expofed to the difgrace, which 
might have been expedled to have befallen us, had 
we been ncceffitated (as we muft have been, had 
the enemy appeared) to fight our fixty gun Ibip 
with no more than thirty hands. , 

Whilft the cleaning our fliip and the filling our 
water went on, we fet up a large copper-oven on 
Ihore near the fick tents, in which we baked bread 
every day for our ihip’s company ; for being ex- 
tremely defirous of recovering our fick as foon as 
poffible, we conceived that new bread, added to 
their greens and frelh fi{l>, might prove a power- 
ful article in their relief. Indeed we had all ima- 
ginable reafon to endeavour at the augmenting 
our prefent ftrength, as every little accident, which 
ton full crew would be infignificant, was extremely 
alarming in our prefent helplefs fituation : Qf this, 
we had a troublefome inftance on the 30th of 
June-, for at five in the morning, we were afto- 
ijjfhed by a violent guft of wind direftly off fborc, 
which inftantly paVted our fmall bower cable about 
ten fathom from the ring of the anchor ; The ihip 
if'oilce fwung off to the beft bower, which hap* 
the violence of the jerk, and brought 

us 
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tjs up with two cable? an end in eighty fathota. 
At this time we h.ul not above a dozen ieamen in 
the fhip, and we were apprchenfive, if the fquail 
continued, that we flioukl be driven to fca in this 
wretched condition. However, we fent the boat 
on fliore, to bring off ail who were capable of 
aifling •, and the wind, foon abating of its fury, 
gave us an opportunity of receiving the boat back 
again svith a reinforcement. With this additional 
{livngth we immediately went to work, to heave 
in what remained of the cable, which we fufpeded 
had received fomc damage from the foulnefsof 
the ground before it parted *, and agreeable to our 
conjedure, we found that feven fatltom and a half 
of the outer end had been rubbed, and rendered 
unferviceable. In the afternoon, we bent the 
cable to the fpare anchor, and got it over the {hip’s 
fide i and the next morning, July i, being fa- 
voured with the wind in gentle breezes, we warped 
the {hip in again, and let go the anchor in forty- 
one fathom; the caftcrmoll point now bearing 
from us E V S ; the weftermoft N. W. by W and 
the bay as before, S. S. W ; a fituation in which 
we remained fccure for the future. However, wc 
were much concerricd for the lofs of our anchor, 
and %ept frequently few it, in hopes to have re- 
covered it ; but the buoy having funk at the very 
inftant that the cable parted, we were never able to 
find it. ' 

And now as yw advanced in July, fome of our 
men being tolerably : iccovercd, the flrongeft of 
them were put upon, cutting down trees, and 
fplitting dicna ipto billets; white others, who 
" ■ were 
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were too weak for this employ, undertook to car- 
ry the billets by one at a time to the watcr-fidc : 
This they performed, fome of them with the help 
of crutches, and others fupported by a fingle 
ftick. We next fent the forge on fliorc, and em- 
ployed our fmiths, who were but juft capable of 
working, in mending our chain-plates, and our 
other broken and decayed iron- work. We began 

too the repairs of our rigging but as we hud not 
junk enough to make fpun-yarn, we deferred the 
general overhale, in hopes of tiic daily arrival of 
the Gkucefier, who we knew had a great quantity 
of junk on board. However, that we might dii- 
patch as faft: as poffiblc in our refitting, we fet up 
a large tent on the beach for the fail-makers i and 
they were immediately employed in repairing our 
old fails, and making us new ones. Thefe occu- 
pations, with our cicanfing and watering the ftiip, 
(which was by this time pretty well compleated) 
the attendance on our fick, and the frequent relief 
fent to the Glettcejier^ were the principal tran&c- 
tions of our infirm crew, till the arrival of the 
Ckucefi&r at an anchor in the bay. And then 
Captain Mkhel waiting on the Commodore, in- 
formed him, that he had been forced by the winds. 
In his laft abfence, as far as the fraall Iftand called 
Mafa FuerOf lying about twenty-two leagues to 
the weftwaid of Juan Fernandes ; and that he en- 
deavoured to fend his boat on Ihore there for 
water, of which he could obferve fcveral ftreams, 
but the- wind blew fo jftrong upon tlte lk>re, and 
sR^afioaedi fuch a furf, that it was impolEble for 
though die attempt was not al- 
together 



round THE WORLD, 183 
to<»cther ufclefs, fov his people returned with a 
boar load of fifit* This Ifland had been reprefented 
by former Na\ igators as a barren rock j but Cap- 
tain Afitchel afuired the Commodore, that it was 
almoft every where covered with trees and verdure, 
and was near four miles in length j and added, 
that it appeared to him far from impolBble, but 
fome fmall bay might be found on it, which might 
afford fuffieient flicker for any fliip defirous of re- 
frelhing there. 

As four fliips of our fquadron were mifEr^, 
this dei'eription of the Ifland of Majfa Fuero gave 
rife to a conjeflure, that fome of them might poC- 
fibly have fallen in with that Ifland, and might 
have miffaken it for the true place of our rendez^ 
vous. This fufpicion was the more plaufible, as 
we had no draught of either Ifland that could be 
relied on : And therefore, Mr. Ju/m determined 
to fend tke Sloop thither, as foon as Ibc 
could be fitted for the fca, in order to examine all 
its bays and creeks* that we might be fatisSed 
whether any of our mifliDg fh^s were there or not. 
For this purpofe, fbme of our beft hands were 
fent on board the Tryal the next morning, to 
Qverhale and fix her rigging} and our long boat 
was employed in complcating her wa^rj and 
whatever ftores and ncceffarics flie wanted, were 
immediately fupplied either from the Qptsrwi or 
the Gkucefier. But it was the 4t;h of be- 
fore the fiyd was in readinefs to fail, when hav- 
ing weighed, it foon .after fell, calm, and tfie tide 
fet her very neat the eaffern foore : Captrin Saun* 

ders hmgwt lights, ^ fired feycral pRs w ac- 
quaint 
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quaint us with his danger; upon which all the 
boats were fent to his relief, wlio towed the Sloop 
into the bay ; where fhe anchored until the next 
morning, and then weighing again, proceeded on 
her cruize with a fair breeze. 

And now, after the GloticeJier’& arrival, we were 
employed in earneft in examining and repairing 
our rigging ; but in the ftripping our forernaft, 
we were alarmed by difeovering it was fprung juft 
above the partners of the upper deck. I'hc 
jpring was two inches in depth, and twelve in 
circumference ; however, the Carpenters on in- 
Ipefting it, gave it as their opinion, that filhing 
it with two leaves of an anchor- ftock, would 
fender it as fecure as ever. But, befides this de- 
fed in our maft, we had other difficulties in re- 
fitting, from the want of cordage and canvas; 
for though we had taken to fea much greater 
quantities of both, than had ever been done be- 
fore, yet the continued bad weather we met with, 
had occaGoned fuch a confumption of thele ftores, 
that we were driven to great ftraits : As after 
working up all our junk and old ftirouds, to 
make twice-laid cordage, we were at laft obliged 
to unlay a cable to work into running rigging. 
And with all the canvas, and remnants of old fails 
that could be muftered, we could only make up 
one compleat fuit. 

Towards the middle of Auguji our men being 
indifferently recovered, they were permitted to 
quit their fick tents, and to build feparate huts. 

themfelves, as it was imagined, that by living 
they would be much cleanlter, and conf«i- 

: qucntly 
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quently likely to recovef their ftrength thefoonerj 
but at the fame time particular orders were given* 
that on the firing of a gun from the fhip, they 
fiiould inftantly repair to the water-fide. Their 
employment on Ihore was now either the procur- 
ing of refrefiiments, the cutting of wood, or the 
making of oil from the blubber of the fea-lions. 
This oil ferved us for feveral purpofes, as burning 
in limps, or mixing with pitch to pay the jfhip’s 
lides, or, when worked up with wood-aflres, to 
fupply the ufo of tallow (of which we had none 
left) to give the fliip boot-hole tops. Some of 
the men too were occupied in faking of cod j for 
there being two Newfmndlsnd fifhermen in the 
Centurimt the Commodore fet them about laying 
in a confidcrable quantity of faked cod for a fea- 
ftore, though very little of it was ufed, as it was 
afterwards thought to be as produ£tive of tlicfcur*- 
vy, as any other kind of fait provifions. 

I have before-mentioned, that we had a cop- 
per-oven on Chore to bake bread for the fick ; but 
it happened that the greateffc part of the flour, 
for the ufe of the fquadron, was embarked on 
board our Vidlualler the Anna Pink : And I fhould 
have mentioned, that the Tfyal Sloop, at her ar- 
rival, had informed us, that on the 9th of May 
&e had fallen in with our Victualler, not far dif- 
tant from the Continent of CM; i and had kept 
company with her for four days, when they were 
parted in a hard gale of wind. This afforded us 
fome room to hope that fhe was fefe^ and that &e 
might join osj bht sM June and being paft, 
without any news of l^er, we then. ga,ve her qver 

b 
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for loft ; and at the end of July, the Commodore 
ordered all the (hips to a fhort allowance of bread. 
Nor was k in our bread only, that we feared a 
deficiency i for Cnee our arrival at this Ifland, 
we difeovered tlxat our former Pui fer had neglected 
to take on boaid large quantities of feveral kinds 
of provifions, which the Commodore had exprefsly 
ordered him to receive i fo that the fuppofed lols 
of our Vidlualler, was on all accounts a mortify- 
ing confideration. However, on Sunday, the i6th 
of Jugufi, about noon, we efpied a fail in the 
northern quarter, and a gun was immediately fired 
from the Centurion, to call off the people from 
ihore ; who readily obeyed the fummons, repair- 
ing to the beach, where the boats waited to carry 
them on board. And being now prepared for the 
reception of this Ihip in view, whether friend or 
enemy, we had various fpeculations about hcr^ 
at firft, many imagined it to be the T^iii Sloop 
returned from her cruize j though as fhe drew 
nearer, this opinion w'as confuted, by obferving 
flifi was a veflei with three mafts. Then otlicr 
conjedbu'es were eagerly canvafied, fomc judging 
k to b? the Severn, others’ the Pearl, and feveral 
^^ffirming that it did not belong to our fquadron : 
But about three in the afternoon our difpuces were 
ended, by an unanimous perfuaCon that it was our 
Vwftuallcf the J^na Pink. This fhip, though, like 
the GjlmeefieT, fhe had fallen in to the northward 
of the Kfend, had yet die good fortwe to cpme ter 
m awher m the hay, at five in the afternoon.. 
,fpival gave qs all theJmeeteflijoy i for each. 

4#’s,wpa|iyw itni9Bed^3t?ly r#ored w thek 
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full allowance of bread, and we were now freed 
from the apprehcnfions of our provifions falling 
fliort, before we could reach fome amicable port ; 
a calamity, which in thefe feas is of all others the 
moft irretrievable. This was the laft fliip that 
joined us i and the dangers flie encountered, and 
the good fortune which fhe afterwards met with, 
being matters worthy of a feparate narration, I 
ihall refer them, together with a fhort account of 
the other milTing fhips of the fquadron, to the 
cnfuing chapter. 


O % 


QHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 

A Ihort narrative of what befel the Anna Pink. 
before Che joined us, with an account of 
the lofs of the Wager, and of the putting 
back of the Severn and Pearl, the two 
remaining fliips of the fquadron. 

O N the firft appearaiTce of the Anta Pink, 
it feemed wonderful to us how the crew of a 
■veflEel, ‘wMch came to this rendezvous two months 
after us, fhould be capable of working their fliip 
in the manner they did, with fo little appearance 
of debility and diftrefs : But this- difficulty was 
foon folved when Ihe came to an anchor ^ for we 
then found that they had been in harbour fince tire 
middle of May, which was near a month before 
we arrived at Juan Fernandes : So that their fu£* 
ferings (the riflt they had run of fhtpwreck only 
excepted) were greatly fiaoit of what had been un- 
dergone by the reft of the fquadron. It feems, on 
die i6th of May, they fell in. with the land, whicb 
was then but fotiir leagues diftant, in the latitude- 
of 45® : 1 5' South. ' On the firft fight of it they 
■wore fiiip- and ftood to the fbuthward, but their 
fore topfail fplitting, and the wind bein^ W. S. W» 
they drove towards the fhore j and the Captain at 
laft, either unable to clear the knd *, or, as others. 
fefeiAved to keep tlie fita ho longer,, fleered 
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for tlio cuaft, with a view of difeovering fotne 
ftdtcr aniongfl: ihe many Iflands which then ap- 
pc.arcd in light: And about four hours after the 
firlt view of the land, the Pink had the good for- 
tune to come to an anchor, to the caftward of the 
Ifiand of IndiK j but as they did not run fulEci- 
cntly near to the Eaft-fltore of that Illand,,and 
had not hands enough to veer away the cable 
brilldy, they were loon driven to the eaftward, 
deepning their water from twenty-five fathom to 
thirty-five, and full continuing to drive, they, the 
next day, the 17th of Mo\\ let go their Ihcet- 
anchor. This, though it brought them up for a 
fiiori time, yet, on the tSih, they drove again, 
till they came into fixty-five fathom water, and 
■were now within a mile of the land, and expeded 
to be forced on fiiore every moment, in a place 
where the coaft was fo very high and fieep too, 
tliat there was not the ieaft profped of laving the 
Slip or cargo : As their boats were very leaky, 
and there was no appearance of a landing-place, 
the whole crew, confifting of fixtcen men and 
boys, gave themfelves over for loft, apprehend- 
ing, that if any of them by fome extraordinary 
chance ftiould get on fhore, they would, in all 
probability, be inafiacred by the Savages on the 
coaft ; For thefe, knowing no other Europeans 
but Spamardst It might be expedlcd they would 
treat all ftrimgers with the fame cruelty which they 
had fo often and fo fignally exerted againft their 
Sptaujb neighbour. Under thefe terrifying chr- 
ctimflances, the Pink drove rwarer and nearer to 
the rocks wMch formed the fiiores but atlaft, 
d 3 when 
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when the crew expeded each inftant to ftrike, 
they perceived a fmall opening in the land, which 
raifed their hopes ; and immediately cutting away 
their two anchors, they fleered for it, and found 
it to be a fmall channel betwixt an Ifland and the 
Main, that led them into a moft excellent har- 
bour, which, for its fecurity againfl: all winds and 
fwells, and the fmoothnefs of its water, may per- 
haps compare with any in the known world. And 
this place being fcarcely two miles diftant from 
the fpot where they deemed their deftrudion in- 
evitable, the horrors of Ihipwreck and of imme- 
diate death, which had fo long, and fo flrongly 
pofTeffed them, vanifhed almoft inftantaneouCly, 
and gave place to the more joyous ideas of fe- 
curity, refrelhment, and repofe. 

In this harbour, difeovered in this almoft mi- 
raculous manner, the V'in'k came to an anchor in 
twenty-five fathom water, with only a hawfer, and 
a fmall anchor of about three hundred weight. 
Here flie continued for near two months, and here 
her people, who were many of them ill of the 
feurvy, were foon reftored to perfed health by the 
frefh provifions, of which they procured good 
ftore, and the excellent water with which the ad- 
jacent fhore abounded. As this place may prove 
bf the greateft importance to future Navigators, 
ivho may be forced tipon this coaft by the wefterly 
ifihds, “which are almoft perpetual in that part of 
thb world, I fhall, before I enter into any farther 
|}hrticulars df the adventures of the give the 
* accounit I could cojle^ of this pbrt, its fitua- 
idfivebienciesa ahtJ.pro^u^ldns. 

'*■*' ■' " To 
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To facilitate tlie knowledge of this place to 
fhofe who may hereafter be defirous of making 
life of ic, there is in the twentieth plate a plan 
botii of the harbour itfdf, and of the large bay 
befoic it, tlirough which the Pink drove. This 
plan is not perhaps in all relpeds fo accurate as 
miglit be wifhed, it being compofed from the 
memorandums and rude fkctches of the mafter 
and iurgeon, who were not, I prefume, the ablefl: 
draughts-men. But as the principal parts were 
laid down by their eftimated diftances from each 
other, in which kind of ellimations it is well 
known the greateft part of the failors are very dex- 
trous, I fuppofe the errors are not very confider- 
able. Its latitude, which is indeed a material 
point, is not well afeertained, the Pink having n‘o 
obfervation cither the day before (he came here, 
or within a day of her leaving ic: But it is Ibp- 
pofed that it is not very diftant from 45® 30' 
South, and the large extent of the bay before thfe 
harbour renders this uncertainty of lefs mohient. 
The lOand of Inchin lying before the bay is thought 
to be one of the Iflands of Chonos, which drfe 
mentioned in the Sfanijb accounts, as fpreadin^ 
all along that coaft •, and are faid by them to Bfc 
inbabitedi by a barbarous people, fataous for their 
hatred of the Spaniards^ and for their cruelties 
£0 fuch of that Nation as have fallen into their 
hands : And it is poIBble too that the land, oh 
which the harbour icfelf IteSi may be another 
thofe Ifiaiwis, and that the CeAtiwmt may be ctin- 
fiderably farther to the eaft^^rdj ThI depths of 
water in the dififereot j^ris of thh Pwt, and thb 
O 4 channels, 
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channels, by which it communicates with the bay, 
are fufEciently marked in the plan. But it mull 
be remembered, that there are two coves in it, 
where Ihips may conveniently heave down, the 
water being conftantly fmooth •, and there are 
feveral fine runs of excellent frelh water, which 
fall into the harbour, fome of them fo luckily 
fituated, that the calks may be filled in the long- 
boat with an hofe : The moft remarkable of thele 
is the flream drawn in the N. E. part of the Port. 
This is a frelh water river, where the Phik's 
people got fome few roullcrs of an excellent fla- 
vour i and they were perfuaded that, in a proper 
feafon (it being winter when they were there) it 
abounded with filh. The principal refrelhments 
they met with in this port were greens, as wild 
celery, nettle-tops, &c. (which after fo long a 
continuance at fea they devoured with great eager- 
nefs) Ihell-fifii, as cockles and mufcles of an ex- 
traordinary fize, and extremely delicious j and 
good ftore of geefe, lhags, and penguins. The 
climate, though it was the depth of winter, was 
not remarkably rigorous j nor the trees, and the 
face of the country dellitute of verdure } whence 
in the fummer many other fpecies of frelh provi- 
fioD, befides thefe here enumerated, might doubt- 
lefs be found there. Noiwithftanding the tales 
of the Spanijb Hiftorians, in relation to the vio- 
lence and barbarity of the inhabitants, it doth not 
appear that their numbers are fufiicient to give 
leaft jealoufy to any fhip of ordinary force, 
■or diat 'their dilpofition is by any means lb mif- 
chiwinig or mcrcilefs as hath hitherto’ been repre- 

fented, 
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fcntcd. With all thcfe advantages, tills place is 
fo tar removed from the Spsji^h frontier, and fo 
little known to the Spaniards thcmfelves, that 
there is reaibn to iuppoie, that by proper pre- 
cautions a fiiip might continue here undifeovered 
a long lime. It is moicover a poft of great de- 
fence; fur by pofTciTuig the Ifland that doles up 
the harbour, and which h acceffible in very few 
places ; a frail force might fecure tins Port againfl: 
all the tlrcng’.h die tpan/cids could mufter m that 
part of the woild ; lincc this HI and towards the 
harbour is lleep too, and has fix fathom water ciofe 
to the ihore, lb that die Fhik anchored withia 
forty yards of it ; Wh.cnce it is obvious how 
impofilbk it would prove, either to board or to 
cut out any veifcl protected by a force polled oa 
Ihore within pillol-fiiot, and where thofe who 
were thus pofted could not themfclves be attacked. 
All thefe circumtUnces feem to render this port 
worthy of a wore accurate examinatiop ; and it 
is to be iiopcd, that the important iiies which • 
this rude account of it feems to fuggeft, way here- 
after recommend it to the confideration of the pub- 
lic, and to tlse attention of thofe who are more 
immediately entrufted with the conduct of our na- 
val afiairs. 

After this.dcfcription of the place where the 
Pink lay for two months, it may be expcdied that 
1 fliould relate the difeoverks made by the crew 
on the adjacent coaft, and the principal Incidents 
during their fiay there’: But here E mufl: obferve, 
that, being only a few in number, they did not 
dare to detach, any of. their people oh diftant 

■ fearphesj 
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fearches for they were perpetually terrified with 
the apprehenfion that they fhould be attacked 
€ither by the Spaniards or the Indians-, fo that 
their excurfions were generally confined to that 
trad of land which furrounded the Port, and 
where they were never out of view of the lliip. 
Though had they at firft known how little foun- 
dation there was for thefe fears, yet the country 
in the neighbourhood was lb grown up with 
wood, and traveifed with mountains, that it ap- 
peared inapradicable to penetrate it: Whence 
no account of the inland parts could be expeded 
from them, Indeed they were able to difjprove 
the relations given by Spamjh writers, who have 
reprefented this coaft as inhabited by a fierce and 
powerful people : For they were certain, that no 
fuch inhabitants were there to be found, at lead 
during the winter feafon ; fince all the time they 
continued there, they faw no more than one J»- 
dianhmWj, which canie into the harbour in a 
periagua, about a month after the arrival of the 
Pink, and cpnfifled of an Indian near forty years 
old, his wife, and two children, one three years 
of age, and the other ftill at the breaft. They 
feemed to have with them all their property, 
which was a dog, and a cat, a filhing net, a 
hatchet, a knife, a cradle, fome bark of trees 
intended for the covering of a hut, a reel, fome 
worfted, a flint and flee!, and a few roots of a 
ll'eUow' hue and a very difagrceable tafle, s^hich 
lerved them' for bread. The mafter of the Pkk, 
*5 he peredived them, font his yawl, who 
ol^l^them Oili board j and fwing, left they 

might 



R O U N D T H E W O R L D. 195 
niight difrover him, if they were permitted to go 
away, he took, as he conceived, proper precau- 
tions for fecuring them, but without any mixture 
of iU ufigc or violence : For in the day-time they 
were permitted to go where they pkalcd about 
the ftiip, but at night were locked up in the fore* 
caftle. As they were fed in the fame manner 
with the reft of the crew, and were often indulged 
with, brandy, whith they feemed greatly to relifti, 
it did not at f rft appear that they were much dif- 
fatisfxed wit!i their fituation, efpecially as the 
matter took the Lidian on fliore when he went a 
fltooting, (who always feemed extremely delighted 
when the matter killed his game) and as all 
the crew treated tiiem with great humanity t But 
it was foon perceived, that though the woman 
continued ealy and chearfui, yet the man grew 
penfive and reftlefs at his confinement. He feemed 
to be a perfon of good natural parts, and thought 
not capable of converfing with the Pink’& people, 
otherwife than by figns, was yet very curious and 
inquifitivc, and fltewed great dexterity in the 
manner of making himfelf underftood. In par- 
ticular, feeing fo few people on board fuch a large 
fhip, he let them know, that he fuppofed they 
were once more numerous : And to reprefent to 
them what he imagined was beconfe of their com- 
panions, he laid himfelf down on the deck do- 
fing his eyes, and ftrejehing himfelf out motion- 
lei?, to imitate the appearance of 4 dead body- 
feut the ftrongeft pro^ of h!s fagacity was the 
manner of his g[ew‘ifi| awa^ i for, after being m 
cuftodjr on board thfc Pink eight days, the feutde 

of 
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of the f '■'re- caftle, where he and his family were 
locked up every night, happened to be unnailcd, 
.and the following night being extremely dark and 
llonny, he contrived to convey his wife and chil- 
dren through the unnailed fcuttle, and then over 
the Ihip’s fide into the yawl ; and to prevent be- 
ing pUrfued, he cut away the long-boat and his 
own periagua, which were towing a-ftern, and 
immediately rowed a-fhore. All this he condu6b- 
cd with fo much diligence and fccrecy, that though 
there was a watch on the quarter-deck with loaded 
arms, yet he was not difeovered by them, till 
the noife of his oars in the water, after he had 
put off from the fliip, gave them notice of his 
efcape *, and then it was too late either to prevent 
him, or to purfue him j for, their boats being all 
a-drife, It was a confiderable time before they 
could contrive the means of getting on fliore them- 
felves to fearch for their boats. The Indian too, 
by this effort, faefides the recovery of his liberty, 
was in fome fort revenged on thofe who had con- 
fined him, both by the perplexity they were in- 
volved in from the lofs of their boats, and by the 
terror he threw them in at his departure ; for on the 
firft alarm of the watch, who cried our, the Tndiam, 
the whole fhip was in the utmoft confufion, be- 
lieving themfelves to be boarded by a fleet of 
armed periaguas, 

• The refolurion and fagacity with which the Ik- 
dian behaved upon this occafion, had it been ex- 
erted on a more extenfive objefit than the retriev- 
ing the freedom of a fingie family, might per- 
ihave immorteli^cd the exploit, and. have 
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given him a rank amongft the iiluftrious names of 
antiquity. Indeed his fate mafters did fo much 
juftice to his meric, as to own chat it was a mofE 
gallant enterprize, and that they were grieved they 
had ever been neceffitated, by their attention to 
their own fafety, to abridge the liberty ofaper- 
fon, of whole prudence and courage they had 
now fuch a diftinguifhed proof. As it was fup- 
poleJ by Ibme of them that he ftill continued in 
the woods in the neighbourhood of the port, 
where it was feared he might fuffer for want of 
provifion% they eafily prevailed upon the Matter 
to leave a quantity of fuch food, as they thought 
would be moft agreeable to him, in a particular 
part where they imagined he would be likely to 
find it : And there was reafon to conjefture, that 
this piece of humanity was not altogether ufelcfi 
to him i for, on vifuing the place fome time after, 
it was found that the provifjon was gone, and in a 
manner that made them conclude it had fallen into 
his bands. 

But however, though many of them werefe- 
tisfied that this Indian ftill continued near them j 
yet others would needs conclude, that he was gone 
to the Ifland txT Chiloe, where they feared he 
would alarm the SpamardSf and would loon re- 
turn with a force fufficient tofurprizc ths Pink; 
On this occafion tlie Matter of the Pini was pre.- 
vailed on to iking the cvenbg gunj fqr it 
mutt be remembered, (and there is a particular 
reafon hereafter for attending to this circumftance) 
that the Mate, from am,, oftentatious imitation 
of the prafilke of men 9f , war, had hitherto fii;ed 

a gun- 
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a gun every evening at the fetting of the watch. 
This he pretended was to awe the enemy, if there 
was any within hearing, and to convince them 
that the fink was always on her guard ; but it 
being now reprefented to him, that his great fecu- 
rity was his concealment, and that the evening 
gun might poffibly difcover him, and fert.'e to 
guide the enemy to him, he was prevailed on to 
omit it for the future : And his crew being now 
well refrelhed, and their wood and water fuffici- 
cntly replenifhed, he, in a few days after the efcape 
of the JrJimi put to fea, and had a fortunate 
paflage to the rendezvous at the Jfland of Juau 
where be arrived on the i6th of Jugufi, 
as hath been akeady mentioned in the preceding 
chapter. 

This veffcl, the Jima fink^ was, as I have 
pbferved, the laft that joined the Commodore at 
Juan Fernandes. The* remaining fliips of the 
fquadron were the Severn, tire Pearl, and the fFa- 
ger ftore-lhip : The Severn and Pearl parted com- 
pany with the fquadron oflr Cape Neir, and, as 
we afterwards learnt, put back to the Brazils : 
So that of all the ftiips which came into tire 
South-Seas, the Wager, Captain Cheap, was the 
only one that was miffing. This fliip had m 
board a few field-pieces mounted for land>fervic«, 
together with fome cohorn mortars, and feveral 
kinds of artillery ftores, and pioneers tools, in-* 
teiKiedfor the operations on firore: Therefo*«, 
as thc enterprize on BaMivia had been rcfolvedpit 
few the firfi: underttdsin^ of dre fquadron, Captaki 
was*exwemely folKckonM that thefe mmm- 

als. 
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ats, which were ia his cuftody, might be ready 
before BaLik'ht ■, that if the fquadron Ihould pof- 
fibly rendezvous thcie, (as he knew not the con- 
dition they were then reduced to) no delay nor 
difappointment might be imputed to him. 

But whiUl the IFagery with thefe views, was 
making the befi. of her way to her firft rendezvous 
oft’ the Ifland of Sccersy whence (as there was little 
probability of meeting any of the fquadron there) 
Ihe propofed to ftecr diredlly for Baldivia, fhc 
made the land on the 14th of May, about the la- 
titude of 47“ South; and the Captain exerting 
himfclf on this occafion, in order to get clear of 
it, he had the misfortune to fall down the after- 
ladder, and difiocated his Ihoulder, which ren- 
dered him incapable of ading. This accident, 
together with the crazy condition of the fliip, 
which was little better than a wreck, prevented 
her from getting off to fea, and entangled her 
more and more with the land ; infomuch that the 
next morning, at day-break, Qie ftruck on afonken^ 
rock, and foon after bilged, and grounded be- 
tween two fmall ifiands, at about a roufket-lho? 
from the fnorc. 

In this fituation the IbSp continued entire’ a long 
lime, ibthat all the crew had it in their power 
to get kit on fhore; but a general confuCon tak- 
ing pkee, numbers of tbem,*ii»ftead ofconfolt- 
jng their fafetjr, or reSe<ft»igon their calamitous 
condition, fell to pittagiag the fhipi arming thera- 
lelves with the firff weapons that came to hand, 
and threatening to niwrdef all who liquid oppofc 
them. Thw fwnstf was greatly beighteneti by 
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the liquors they found on board, with which they 
got fo extremely drunk, tliat fome of them falling 
down between decks, were drowned, as the water 
flowed into the wreck, being incapable of raifing 
themfelves up and retreating from it. The Cap- 
tain therefore having done his utmoft to get the 
whole crew on {hore, was at laft obliged to leave 
the mutineers behind him, and to follow his offi- 
cers, and fuch as he liad been able to pi c vail on ; 
but he did not fail to fend back the boats, to per- 
fuade tbofe who renfained, to have fome regard to 
their prefervation j though all his efforts were for 
fome time without fuccefs. However, the wea- 
ther next day proving ftormy, and there being 
great danger of the ftip’s parting, they began to 
be alarmed with the fears of perifliing, and were 
defirous of getting to land j bin it feems their mad- 
nefs had not yet left them, fur the boat not ap- 
pearing to fetch them off fo foon as they expefted, 
they at laft pointed a four-pounder, which was on 
the quarter-deck, againft the hut, where they 
knew the captain refided on fliorc, and fired two 
foot, which paffed but juft over it. 

From this fpecimen of the behaviour of part of 
the crew, it will not to be difficult to frame fome 
conjedure of the diforder and anarchy which took 
place, when they at laft got all on foorc. For 
the men conceived, that by the lofs of the foip, 
the authority of the officers was at an end •, and, 
they being how on a defoiate coaft, where fcarce- 
ly any other provifions could be got, except what 
foould be faved out of the wreck, this was ari- 
oiber .unllirraountable fource of difeord : Sinoe 

the' ' 
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tlic work ins upon the wreck, and the fecuring 
the {Tovaion', lb that they migiit be pieferved 
for foti.rc e.vigonccs as much as poflible, and the 
cr.ie th.a: what was ncccflary for their pre- 
rent iuo'k’ancc, might be Iparingly and equally 
diliribu.ei’i, verc matters not to be brought about 
but by d'.uipr.ne and fubordination : And the 
ininir.ou*; {liipu'iuon at the people, ttiniulated by 
the iJUj ulK-ii of immediate hunger, rendered every 
regulai ion made for this purpoic, inelfcclual: So 
that li.ere were continual concealment frauds, and 
theft:, V.! irh animated each man againft his fellow, 
and prouiictd infinite feuds and Cornells. And 
hcrce there was a {’.crverle and malevolent difpofi- 
rioii conll.tntly kept up amongft them, whi.h len- 
dcreil til. m utreily ungovernable. 

Refides iliefe heart-burnings occafioned by pe- 
tulcnrc and hunger, there was anotlier important 
point, which let the gieatell part of the peopte at 
variance with the Captain. This was their dif- 
fering wish him in opinion, on the mcafures to 
be purfu. d in the prefent exigency ; For the Cap- 
ttiin v;,i, determined, i! poUible, to fit up the 
boats in tl.c belt manner he could, and to pro- 
ceed with them to the northward. Since having 
with him above an hundred men in health, and 
having gotten fume fire-arms and ammunition 
from the wreck, he did not doubt but they could 
mafier any ^patfijb velicl ^hey fhould encounter 
with in thofc fcas : And he thought he could 
not fail of meeting with w tb; neighbourhood 
of Cbike or Baldma^ in wliich,' when be had 

taken her, he intended to proceed to the rendez- 

p vous 
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vous at Juan Fernandes % and he farther infilled^ 
that fliould they light on no prize by the way, yet' 
the boats alone would eafily carry them thither. 
But this was a fcheme that, howver prudent, was 
no ways rekihed by the generality of his people ; 
for,, being quite jaded with the dillrefles and dan- 
gers they bad already run through, they could 
not think of profecuting an enterprife farther, 
which had hitlieito' proved fo difaftrous. The 
cotnmbn' refolution therefore was to lengthen the 
long-boat, and with that and the reft of the boatSi 
to fleer to the fouthward, to pafs through the 
Streights of Magdlan^ and to range along the Eaft 
fide of Bmth Jmerka^ till they Ihould arrive at 
Brazil^ where they doubted not to be well received,, 
and to procure a palTage to Greet Britain. This 
projeS: was at firft fight infinitely more hazardous 
and tedious than- what was propofed by the Cap- 
tain but as it had the air of returning home, and 
flattered them with' the hopes of bringing them 
once more to their native country, that circum- 
ftance alone rendered them inattentive to all it*s 
inconveniences, and made them adhere to it with 
infurmoumabie obftinacy; fo that the Captain' 
himfelfi though he never changed his opinion, 
was yet obliged to give way to the tommt, and in 
appearance to* acquiefee hr this xtfolution, whilft' 
he endeavouitd ' under-hand- TO give it all the ob- 
toiftion he could j particulariy in the lengthen- 
ing the long-boat, which he contrived ihould be* 
u#&ch afize, that though it might forve to carry 

XQ.JUim Fmanith he hoped**- 

' ' ‘ ’ ' ’ ' 
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dppcar incapaWe of fo long a navigadon, as that 
to the coaft of Brazil. 

Blu the Captain, by his fteddy oppofition at 
firll to tliis favourite projea, had much embittered 
the people againR him ; to which likewife the fol- 
lowing unhappy accident greatly contributed. 
There was a .Viidfliipman whofe name was Csze}l^, 
who had ap}u‘ared the foremoft in all the refradtory 
proceethr.gs of the crew. He had involved himfelf 
in brawls with moft of the officers who had ad- 
hered to the Captain’s authority, and had even 
treated the captain himfelf with great abufe and 
infoicnce. As his turbulence and brutality grew 
fevery day more and more intolerable, it Was not 
in the icafl: doubted, but there were fome violent 
meafures in agitation, in which feriw was engaged 
as the ringleader : For which reafon the Captain, 
and thofe about hitri, conftahtly kept themfcives 
on their guard. One day the Purler, having, by 
the Captain’s order. Hopped the allowance of 4 
fellow who would not work. Cozens, though the 
man did not complain to him, intermeddled iri 
the affair with great bitternOfs and grofsly in- 
fulted the Purler, who was then delivering out 
provifions juft by the Captain’s tent, and was him- 
iclf fufficicntly violent : I’hc Purfer, enraged by 
his Ifcurfility, arid perhaps piqued by former quar- 
rels, cried Out a aiutiny, adding, the dog has- 
|»isT0ftS, and then himfelf fired ri piftol at Cozm, 
which however mift him: But the Captain, oii 
this outcry and the report of the piftol, rulhedout 
©f his tent 4 and, riot doubting but it had beett 
jBlwJ by Oszm as the commencctncnt of a muuay* 
Pa he 
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he immediately Ihot him in die head without far- 
ther deliberation, and though he did not kill him 
on the fpoc, yet the wound proved mortal, and he 
died about lounern days after. 

However tins inciuent, though fufficiently dif- 
plea.f5ng to the people, did yet, for a confidcrable 
time, awe them to iheir duty, and rendered them 
more fubmiffive to the Captain’s authority ; but, 
at laft, when towards the mUkllc of OfUkr the 
long-boat was nearly compicated, and they were 
preparing to put to fea, the additional provocation 
he gave them by covertly travc fing their project of 
proceeding through the Streiglits of MagelLw^ and 
their fears that he might at length engage a party 
fufficient to overturn this fiivourite meafure, made 
them refolve to make ufe of the death of Cozens 
as a reaibn for depriving him of his command, 
under pretence of carrying him a prifoncr to Eng- 
landy to be tried for murder ; and he was accord- 
ingly confined under a guard. But they never in- 
tended to carry him with them, as they too well 
knew what they had to apprehend on their return 
to England, if their commander fhould be prefent 
to confront them: And therefore, when they 
were juft ready to put to fea, they fet him at li- 
berty, leaving him' and the, few whochofc to take 
their fortunes with him, no other embarkation but 
the yawl, to which the barge was afterwards added, 
by the people on board her being prevailed on to 
iretarn back. 

When the Ihip was wrcckf, there were alive on 
,^ard the Wager near an hundred and thirty per- 
fetM j of thefe above thirty died during their ftay 
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upon the {)l-.cv, and near eh’hty went the 
long-b-jat and the Cutter to the Ibuthwaro^siJ^ 
that these lesustined with the Captain, after their 
departurss no more than ninetten perfons, which 
however t\c:e as many r." the barge and the yawl, 
the only ctr.b.ukations Iru them, could well carry 
olT. It was the r jth of Ocitber, five months after 
the fifipwrttk, that dse long-boat, converted into 
a fehooner, weighed, and Hood to the fouthward, 
(living tlie Captain, who, wish Lieutenant Hamil- 
ts}} of the land-forces, and the lurgeon, were then 
on the beach, three chcs*rs at their departure : 
And on the ar^th of foil- .wing they arrived 

at Kio on tlse coall of Lr.rzii: Rut hav- 

in(T, by various accidents, left abo it twenty of 
their people on fliorc at the different places they 
touched at, and a greater number having ptrilhed 
by hunger during the courfc of their navigation, 
there were no more than thirty of them remaining, 
when they arrived in that port. Indeed, the un- 
dertaking of iifclf was a moft extraordinary oncj 
for (not to mention tlse length of the run) the vef-, 
fel was fcarccly able to contain the number that 
firft put to fca in her ; and their ftock of p^ovi- 
fions (being only what they had faved out of the 
ib>p) was extremely fiendcr : I hey had this addi- 
tional miblortune befidcs, that the Cutter, the 
only boat they, had with them, loon broke away 
from the ftern, and was ftaved to pieces t fo that 
when .their provito and their water failed them,; 
they had frequently no means of getting on fhore 
to fear^h for a ftefla.fcpplf* 


After • 
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After the long*boat aiul cutter v.vrc gone, the 
Captain, and thotc who were hn v.nh him, pro- 
pofed to pafs to the north waui m t!ic b.iri;e and 
yawl: But the wta her was io lud, and the diffi- 
culty of fubfjlHng fo g'^eat, that it wat two :j',oitths 
from the ckpaiture ot'thc long boat before he was 
able to put to lea. It leem-, the place, where thj: 
fp^ager was call: away, was not a p.irt of the conti- 
nent, as was firft imagined, but an lllantl at Jbmc 
diftance from the tnain, which afl’ord.cd no other 
forts of provifion but {bell-iilh anti a few herbs j 
as the greateft part of what they had gottci^ 
from the fiaip was carried off in the long-boat, the 
Captain and his people were often in extreme wan? 
of food, cfpecially as they chafe to preferve what 
little fea provifions remained, for their ftt)rc when 
they fhould go to the northward. During their 
refidence at this Iff and, which was by the feamen 
denominated Wager's Iflaud, they had now and 
then a ffraggling canoe or two of hSam^ which 
pme and bartered their filh and other provifions 
with our people. Tiiis was fome little relief tq 
their ncceffities, and at another fcafon might per- 
haps have been greater: for as there were feveral 
ptdiax huts on the ihore, it was fuppoled that in 
^me years, during the height of liimmer, many 
hfthefefaYages might refort thitherto filh: Ini 
deed, from what lus been related in the account 
^ the jinm it ftould leera to he the genct4 
^«:e of thofe Mam tq frequent this co4t in 
^mpier tuqe for the benefit of fiffting, and to 

winter better climaie, njorO 
» ward ^ ^ 
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On rhis mention of theJma Pink, I cannot but 
oblcrve, how much it is to be lamented, that the 
-U- people had no knowledge of her being fo 
near tnctn on the coaftj for as Ihe was not above 
th’.riy leagues diftant from them, and came into. 
their neigh.bourhood about the fame time the fFa- 
ger was loti’, and was a fine roomy fhip, fhe could 
eafily have taken them all on board, and have car- 
. ried them to Juan Fernandes. Indeed, I fufpea the 
was llill nearer to them than what is here efti- 
' mated i lor Icveral of the fF'ager's people, at dif- 
ferent tintes, heard the report of a cannon, which 
1 conceive could be no other than the evening gun 
■fired Irom the ylima Pmk, efpecially as what was 
heard at Wager s Ijland was about the fame time of 
the day. But to return to Captain Cheap. 

Upon the 14th of Detember, the Captain and 
his people embarked in the barge and the yawl, 
■in order to proceed to the northward, taking on 
board wiili them ail the provifions -they could 
amafs from the wreck of the fhip *, but they 
fcarcely been an hour at fea, when the wind began 
to blow haal, and the fea ran fo high, that they 
were obliged to throw the greateft part of their 
proviiions overboard, to avoid immediate deftruc- 
*tion. This was a terrible misfortune, in a part of 
4I1C world where food is fo difficult to be got: 
However, they perftftcd in their defjgn, potting 
on fliorc as often as they could to feeje fobfiftance* 
But about a fortnight affieti another dreadful ac- 
cident beftl them, fob die yawl fiink at m ancboic* 
and one of the men in her was drowned and 
jtbe bargje was iact|iafcAe of. carrying the whole 
' P ^ cpip-* ^ 
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company, they were now reduced to the hard ac- 
ceiLty of leaving four marines behind them ca 
that dcfolate llioie. Notwithrtanding thefe difar- 
ters, they ftill kept on their courfe to the nortli- 
vaid •, though greatly delayed by the perverfencl'i 
of the winds, and the frequent interruptions which 
their fearch after food occafioned, and conflantly 
ftruggluig with a ferics of the mofl: finifter evenfs : 
Till at laft, about the end of JcimoT)\ having 
made three unfuccefsful attempts to double a head- 
land, which they fuppofccl to be what the Spanirnls 
calli'd Cape Tm Montes^ it was unanimoufiy re- 
folved, finding the difficulties infurmountable, to 
give over this expedition, and to return again to 
Weger IJlmtd, where they got back about the mid- 
dle of February^ quite diffieaitened and deje£lcd 
with tlieir leitcrared dtfappointments, artd aimofi: 
periffiing with hanger and fatigue. 

However, on their return they had the good 
luck to meet with feveral pieces of beef, which had 
been wafned out of the wreck and were fwimmiiig 
in the fea. This was a moft fcafonable relief to 
them after the liardfliips they had endured : And 
to complcat their goqd fortune, there came, in a 
Ihort time, two canoes of Indians, amongfl: which 
was a native of ChUoe, who fpoke a little Spavi/ji 
and the furgeon, who was with Captain Cbsaf,, 
underftanding that language, he made a bargain 
With the hidtm, that if he would carry the Captain 
and his petjple to Chiioe in tlic barge, be fliould 
have her, and all that belonged to her for his 
i?ajps. Accordingly, on the 6th of March the 
P^rfons to witich the company was now rc; 

■, ' duced' 
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iiuci't.’, t' . V..i:U\i in the b.irj’c on this new expe- 
(iin XT *. 1 .it h.ivin" proi ceded lot *i tew days, 
the C.'.pxiia .!.;d nnii ol iiis j ni.cipai officers bein^ 
on Hit'!:-, line fix, who together with an L.'il'tifi re- 
mais’!'.'. 1 , iwv b-rfi;e, pur on with her to lea, and 
dui U' It u'*uui aj'nin. 

iiv t'lis mean', rhcie were left on ffiorc Captain 
C.U'iy\ Mr. //i.'v,.*,'*',';.', Lieurenant of marines, the 
IIonouMhk; Mr. ihrsn and Mr. Campbell, Mid- 
fltfpn;eii, and Mr. pJliot the furgeon. One would 
l^avc ilani;:!u that their dillrcfies had long before 
this tiiiic been Hiv.ap.ible of augmentation; but 
they fuunt!, on rcilcciion, that their prefent fitua- 
tion was much more diiinaying than any thing 
they IkuI yet gone through, being left on a defo- 
latc coail without any provifion, or the means of 
procuring any ; for their arms, ammunition, and 
every cnnvtnienry they were mailers of, except the 
tattered habits they had on, were all carried away 
in the barge. 

But when they had fufficicntly revoked in their 
own minds the various circumftanccs of this un- 
expeited calamity, and were perfuaded that they 
had no relief to hope tbf ; they perceived a canoe 
at a diftance, which proved to be that of the in- 
Him, wiio had undertaken to carry them to CMke, 
he and ail hts family being then on board it. He 
made no difficulty of coming to them ; for it feems 
he had left Captain Cheap and his peofde a littk? 
before to go a filbing^ and had in the mean time 
committed them to the care of die other Indian, 
whom the faibrs had cifried co fea in -the barge. 
iWkn he ctme dii add fetmd the barge 
■ ' ' . gone 
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^cwie and his companion miffing, he was extreraelf 
concerned, and could with difficulty be perfuadcd 
ithat the other Indian was not murdered ; yet being 
at laft fatisfied with the account that was given 
him, he ftill undertook to carry them to the Spa- 
jtijh fettlements, and (as the Indians are well ikilled 
4n fifhing and fowling) to procure them provifions 
;i?y the way. 

About the middle of March Captain Cheap and 
,the four who were left with him fct out for Chiloe^ 
(the Indian having provided a number of canoes, 
■and gotten many of his neighbours together for 
that purpofe. Soon after they embarked, Mr. Ei- 
Ikt the fijrgeo^i died, fo that diere now remained 
only four of the whole company. At Jaffc, after a 
very complicated pafiage by land and water, -Cap- 
tain Cheap, Mr. Byron, and Mr. Campbell, arrived 
in the beginning of June at the Jfland of Cbiloe, 
where they were received by the Spaniards with 
great humanity j but, on account of feme quarrel 
among t\\e: Indians^ Mr, Hamllan did not get there 
till two months later. Thus was it above a twelve- 
month from the lofs of the Wa^er, before this 
fatiguing peregrination ended,: And not till by a 
«ariety of misfortunes the company was dimi- 
liilhed from twenty to no more than four, and 
iihofe too i>rought fo low, that, had their di- 
ftrefies continued but a vew days longer, in aU 
|>robafeUity snone of them would have furvived. For 
ihe Captain himfelf was with difficulty recovered « 
and the reft were fo reduced by the feverity of the 
weather, their labour, their want of food, and , 
ofali kinds of ncceflaries, chat it was wonderM 
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Iiow they tbemfclves ib long. After 

fomc rtav .It Chsict', the Capuin and the thiee who 
weic vi i'di him wrrr fent lo J clptiraifo, and thence 
to i’'*'. .7‘v'''' fhe Capital of I'M', where they conti- 
nued above ti year : But on the advice of a cartel 
being iVt’lcii betwixt GmitBrlhm vtndSpam, Capt. 
C/‘otp, Mf- ‘‘»d Mr. IkmiUen^ were permit- 

ted to retursi to Eurtpc on board a French Ibip. 
Theotlur Mitiiltipman, Mr. Cmpbe!, having chan- 
ged his rrlinutn, whilll at !st. Jpgo-, chofe to go 
hack to r, nines Jyres with Pizerre and his officers, 
with whom he went .afterwards to Spain on board 
the /ffia i but having there failed in his endeavours 
to procure a coinintffion from the Court of Sjpaoz, 
he rcturnetl to Enjaiid, and attempted to get rc- 
inrtated in the Hriiijb Navy. He has fince pub- 
liffied a narration of his adventures, in which he 
complains of the injuftice that had b?pn done him* 
and llrongly difavows his ever being in thtSpamJb 
fervice : But as the change of his religion, and his 
offering himl’elf to the court of Spain^ (though he 
was not accepted) are matters which, he is con- 
feious, are capable of being inconteftably proved j 
on thefc two heads, he has been entirely filent, 
And now, after this account of the accidents which 
h«fcl the Anm Pink^ and the cataftropte of the 
I ftiaU again rcfumc the thread of our own 

ftory. 
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Conclufion of our tu j 

nantics, frn;u the urrivul 
to our iinul tieparture iV:nn l!'eiu-e. 


r.v. 


A bout anrek afrtT the .Ujiv.;] tjfir.ir Vic- 
tualler, the ■}'•>'}■ J ,Slont\ t' .ll !i,*M Ikl jj jvnt 
to the Jlland of Mufa-i'; i-'i\ u t<} ;>» an- 

chor at j'lMu ra-nandi'Sy luviu;;, lu en n ur.d that 
Iftand, without meeuiv; any p.nr of otir fsjinidron. 
As upon thin cccafion, the Ilhrd \Lu-l'iuri> 
Tvas more particularl) exanfun d, ih ui I d.ur lay it 
had ever been befoie, or perhap. ever will be 
again ; and as the knowl:tip,e of it may, in certain 
cirruniftam is, be of great conlequein e hereafter, 
I think it uKuiiibent on me to infert the .u c tints 
given of this place, by the officers of the ‘irva/ 
Sloop 

The Spm:hrils have generally mrn'iored two 
ifiands under the name of Jmn l*anr,;;d'S^ 
them the greater and the lef. ; I'he grtvster being 
that Ifland where we anchored, ami the kfs being 
the lflmdweare now tidfubing, which, becaufe 
k is more dillant from the Chxuinent, iltey have 
diftinguifficd by the name of Mifa-l'uere. The 
: Sloop found that it bore from the greater 

W. by S. and was about iwcnty- 
^ diftant. Jt is a much larger and bet- 

* Rtfcan has been generally reported v for 

former 
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former ritors have rcprcfented it a.s a fmall barren 
rock, iL'lliiutc of wood and water, and altogether 
inacccfliblo •, wi'.crcas cur people found it was co- 
ven.' J with lives, and that there were icveral fine 
tails ol water pouring down its fides into the fca: 
I'hey found toe, tliat there was a place where a 
fliip might come to an anchor on the North fide 
of It, thoup,h indeed ihe anchorage is inconvenient; 
fur t’u' bank cic.ead-, but a little way, is fteep too, 
and has very deep w.’icr upon it, fo that )0u 011111 
come to an aneho: very near the (liore, and there 
lie exp^'lCil to ah the winds but a foutherly one ; 
And hefuies the inconvenience of the anchorage, 
there is alio .1 reef uf recks running olFthe eaftein 
point of t(ic Ilkind, about two nuics in length; 
though there is litde danger 10 be feared from 
them, becaule they are always to be feen by the 
leas bt caking over them, Thi.s pla^e has at pre- 
leiit one lulv.iiuagc beyond I he Itland of yuan Ier~ 
miiMs-, for it abounds with goats, who, not being 
accidlonu'd to be difturbed, were no ways Ihy or 
appivhenfive of danger, till they had been fre- 
quently fired at. Thcle animals refide here ii» 
great tranquillity, tlic Spaniards having not thought 
the Illand confiderable enough to be frequented 
by tlieir enemies, and have not therefoie been 
ibllicttous to deftroy the provifions upon it j fo' 
that no dogs have been hitherto fet on Ihore 
there. Befidcs tlic goats, qur people found there 
vafl: numbers of feals and fea-lions: And upori 
the whole, they feemed to imagine, that though 
k was not tiic moll eligible place for' a Ihip to re- 
frefii at yet, in calc of necclTity, it might afford 
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fome fort of flicker, and piove of confiderablc iilc, 
efpecially to a Angle fliip, who might apprehend 
meeting with a fuperior force at Fernandes. The 
appeal ance of its N. E. fide, and alfo of its Weft 
fide, may be feen in the 2 ift and 22d plates. 
This may fuJfice in relation to the Ifland of Mafa- 
Fuero. 

The latter part of the month of Aaguft was 
fpent in unlading the provifions from the Anna 
Fink i when wc had the mortiScation to find that! 
great quantities of our provificxns, as bread, lice, 
grots, &c. were decayed, and unfit for ufe. This 
was owing to the water the Fink had made by her 
Working and ftraining in bad weather ; for hereby 
feveral of her caflks had rotted, and her bags werd 
foaked through. And now, as we had no farther 
occafion for her fervice, the Commodore, purfu- 
ant to his orders from the board of Admiralty, 
fent notiee to Mr. Gerard^ her maker, that he 
difeharged the Anna Pink from attending the fqua- 
dron ; and gave him, at the' fame time, a certifi- 
cate Ipecifying hoW long flie tad been employed. 
In confequence of this difmiffion, her Maker was 
at liberty, either to return diredlly to England) of 
to make the bek of his way to any Port, where 
fee thought he could ta;ke in fuch a cargo, as 
would anfwer the intereffi of his owners. But the 
Maker being fenfible of the bad condition of the 
fliip, and of her unfitnefs for any fuch voyage. 
Wrote the next day an anfwer to the Commodore’s 
, melTage, acquainting Mr. that from the 

quantity of water the Pink had made in her 
r^snd Cape Idem, j^n’d Gtcc tha^ in' ths 


temff 
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7empeftuous weather flie had met with on thcf 
coaft of Chili^ he had reafon to apprehend that her" 
bottom was very much decayed : He added, that 
her upper works were rotten abaft j that Ihe was. 
extremely leaky •, that her fore beam was broke > 
and that, in his opinion,, it was impoQible to pro-* 
ceed to fea with her before Ihe had been tho-rough* 
ly refitted-: And he therefore requefted the Com- 
modwe, that the Carpenters of the fquadron^ 
might be dircded to- furvey her, that their judg- 
ment of her condition might be knowni In com- 
pliance with this defire, Mr. Jnfon immediately 
ordered the Carpenters to take a careful and ftridt 
furvey of the Jma Pink., and to give him a faith- 
ful report, under their hands, of the condition inr 
which they found her, direfting them at the fame 
time to proceed herein with fuch circumfpe<£tion, 
that,, if they fhould be hereafter calledupon, they 
might be able to make oath of die veracity of 
their proceedings. Purfuant to. thefc orders, the 
Carpenters immediately fet about the examination, 
and the next day made their repor-c ; which, was^ 
that the Pink had no lefs than fourteen knees andl 
twelve beams broken and decayed; that one brealb 
hook was broken, and another rotten ; that her 
waterways were open and decayed;! that two- 
ftandards and feveral. clamps were broken, bcfides 
others which were rotten i that all her iron- work* 
was greatly decayed ; that her Ipirkiting and tim- 
bers were very rotten ; and that, having ripped , 
off part of her Iheathing, they found -her wales-, 
and outfide planks extremely defcdive* and hetf 
bows and decks very leaky; and in confequence 
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of thefe defers and decays they certified, that ir. 
their opinion fhe could not depart from the IfianJ 
without great hazard, unlcfs fiie was firft of ail 
thoroughly refitted. 

The thorough refitting of the Anna Pink, pio- 
pofed by the carpenters was, in our prefent fitu- 
ation, impofifible to be complied with, as all the 
plank and iron in the fquadron was iniufficietit 
for that purpofe. Aqd now the Mafter, finding 
his own fentiments confirmed by the opinion of 
all the Carpenters, he offered a petition to the 
Commodore in behalf of his Owners, defiring 
that, fince it appeared he was incapable of leaving 
the 1 {land, Mr. Anfon would pleafe to purchale the 
hull and furniture of the Pink for the ufc of the 
fquadron. Hereupon the Commodore ordered an 
inventory to be taken of every particular belong- 
ing to the Pink, with its juft value : And as by 
this inventory it appeared, that tiierc were many 
ftores which would be ufcful in refitting the other 
{hips, and which were at prefent very fcarce in the 
Iquadron, by rcafon of the great quantities that 
had been already expended, he agreed with Mr. 
Gerard to purchafe the whole together for L 
T'he Pink being thus broken up, Mr. Gerard, 
with the hands belonging to the Pink, were fent 
on board the GhaceJIeri as that {hip had buried 
the greateft number of men, in proportion to her 
complement. But afterwards, one or two of them 
were received on board the Centurion, on their own 
petition, they being extremely averfe tQ failing in the 
ftme iOhip with their old mafter, oa account of fome 

particular 
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particular 111 ufage they conceived they had fuflered 
from him. 

This tranfadion brought us down to the begin- 
ning of September^ and our people by this time 
v/eie fo far recovered of the fcurvy, that there was 
little danger of burying any more at prefent; and 
therefore I fhall now fum up the total of our lols 
fince our departure fiom EnglamU the better to 
convey fome idea of our paft fufferings, and of our 
prefent ftrength. We had buried on board the 
Centurion, fince our leaving St. Helen's, two hun- 
dred and ninety-two, and had now remaining on 
board two hundied and fourteen. This will 
doubtlefs appear a moll extraordinary mortality : 
But yet on board the Cloucefter it had been much 
sreatcr ; for out of a much fmaller crew than ours 
they had loft the fame number, and had only 
cighty-two remaining alive. It might be expeded 
that on board the Tfyal, the flaughtcr would have 
been the moll terrible, as her decks were almoft 
conftantly knee-deep in water-, but it happened 
odterwife, for fiie efcaped more favourably than 
the reft, fincc file only buried forty- two, and had 
now thirty-nine lemaining alive. The havock of 
this difeafe had fallen ftill feverer on the invalids 
and marines than on the failors -, for on board the 
Centurion, out of fifty invalids and feventy-nine 
marines, there remained only four invalids, includ- 
ing officers, and eleven marines : And dn board 
the Glouceftcr every invalid periftied •, and out of 
forty-eight marines, only two efcaped. From this 
account it appears, that the three fiiips together 
departed from England with nine hundred and 

fixty- 
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fixtv-onc men on board, of v/hom Gx hundred and 
twenty-fix weie dead befoie this time j fo that the 
whole of our remaining crews, which were now 
to be diftributed amongll: three Ihins, amounted 
to no more than three imndred and lhirt\-hve 
men and boys ; a number, greatly inilidlcient for 
the manning the CctiUu'.cn alone, and barely ca- 
pable of navigating ail the three, with the mmoft 
exertion of their Ilrength and vigour. This pro- 
digious rcduflion of our men was ibil the more 
ten dying, as we were hitherto uncertain of the 
fate of Fizaro’s fquadron, and had reafon to fup- 
pofe that fome part of it at leaft had got round 
into thefe feas : Indeed, we were fathsfied from our 
own experience, that they muib have fulFcicd 
greatly in their pafT.gei but then every port in 
the $oi-ib-Scr.s v/as open lo them, and the whole 
power ofCb ; and I\ri! vvonld doubtkTs be united 
nireirclliing and rcntting theni, and reciuiting the 
numbers they had lou. Eefidcs, wc had Icine 
obfeure l.nowLdgc of a force to be lent out from 
Cdko-, an I, however contemptible the fl dps and 
failors cf ilfis ’part of the world may have bicn 
genera;!? clhec-med, it w'Ja fcarcely pofiible fur 
any thi;ig, bearing the name of a Ihip of force, 
to be fcv-bler or iefs conlulerable than mu felvc;. 
And had tliere been nothing to be apprelicnded 
fiom the naval power of t!ie ^IpiUihirds in this part 
of the world, yet our cnfeeLIed condition would 
neverthelefs give us the greaicfl: uiiealineis, as wc 
were incapable of attempting any of their coali dc- 
rable places'i for the rilquing of twenty men, 
weak as we then were, was rifquing the latety of 

the 
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the whole : So that we conceived wc HiodU be ne- 
ccnkaicd to content ouilclves with what few prizes 
we could pick up at fea, before we were difco- 
vered ; after which, we fliould in all probability 
be obliged to depart with precipitation, and 
edeem ourfelves fortunate to regain our native 
country, leaving our enemies to tiiumph on the 
tnconfiderable mifchkf they had received fiom a 
fquadron, whofe equipment had filled them with 
fnch dreadful apprehcnfions. I'liis was a fubjedt, 
on which we had reafon to imagine the Spanijh 
oftentation v/ould lemarkably cxcit itfelf; though 
the caufes of our dilappointmcnt and their fecurity 
were neither to be fought for in their valour nor 
our mif-onduci. 

Such weie tlic dcfpcnding rcflcdlions which at 
that time aiofe on the review and comparifon of 
our lemaining (Irength with our original numbers : 
Indeed our fears were far from being groundlcft, 
or difproportioned to our feeble and almcft def- 
perate fituation : For though the final event proved 
more honourable than we had foreboded ; vet the 
intermediate calamities did likcwiic greatly fur- 
pals our rnoft gloomy apprehenfiuns, and could 
they have been predidled to us at this Ifland of 
Juan FmmndeSt they would doubtlcfs have ap- 
peared infurmountable. But to return to our nar- 
ration. 

In the beginning of Septemher^ as has been al- 
ready mentioned, our men were tolerably well 
recovered i and now, the feafon for navigation 
in this climate drawing near, wc exerted ourfelves 
in getting our fliips in readinefs for the fea. We 
Qji con- 
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converted the fore-maft of the Vn^uallcr into a 
main-maft for the '■Tryal Sloop and itill flattering 
ourfclves with the pollibilay of the anival oi'lbine 
other flt.ps of our f^uadron, we intended to leave 
the main-maft of the Vidualler, to make a mi- 
zen-maft for the Wager. Thus all hands being 
employed in forwarding our depaiturc, we, on 
the 8th, about eleven in the morning, efpied a 
fail to the N. E. which continued to approach us, 
till her courfes appeared even with the horizon. 
WhiUl (he advanced, we had great hopes fhe 
might prove one of our own fquadron but as at 
length (he fteered away to tlie eailward, without 
haling in for the Ifland, we thence concluded fhe 
mufl: be a Spaniard. And now great difputes 
were let on fotA about the pofiibility of her 
having difcovered our tents on Ihore, fomc of us 
ftrongly infilling, th^t fne l.a-i doubtkfs been near 
enough to have per.cived foir.ething that had 
given her a jealcufy of an cneniy, winch had oc- 
cafioned her lianding to the eaftward without hal- 
ing in : However, leaving thefc contefts to be 
fettled afterwards, it was refulved to puri'ue her, 
and, the Cenltmon being in the greatefl forward- 
nef®, we immediately got all our hands on board, 
fet up our rigging, bent our fails, and by five in 
the afternoon got under fiiil V/c had at this rime 
very little wind, fo that all the boats were em- 
ployed to tow us out of the bay ; and even what 
wind there was, lafted only long enough to give 
us an offing of two or three leagues, when it 
flatted to a calm. The night coming on, we loft 
'fight of thecbace, and were cKtremely impatient 

for 
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for the retuin of day-light, in hopes to find that 
Ihe had been becalmed as well as we ; though I 
muft confefs that her greater diftance from the 
land was a reafonable ground for fufpedting the 
contrary ; as we indeed found in the morning to 
our great mortification ; for though the weather 
continued perfedly clear, we had no fight of the 
fliip from the maft-head. But as we were now 
fatiified that it was an enemy, and the firft we had 
feen in thefe feas, we refolved not to give over 
the fearch lightly j and, a finall breeze fpringing 
up from the W. N. W. we* got up our top-gallant 
malls and yards, fet all the fails, and fleered to 
the S. E. in hopes of retrieving our chace, which 
we imagined to be bound to Valparaifo. We con- 
tinued on this courfe all that day and the next, 
and then, not getting fight of our chace, we gave 
over the purfuir, conceiving that by that time fire 
mull:, in all probability, have reached her port. 
Being therefore determined to return to Juan 
Fernandes, we haled up to the S. W. with that 
view, having but very little wind till the 12 th, 
when, at three in the morning, there fprung up 
a frefh gale from the W. S. W. which obliged us 
to tack and ftand to the N. W. At day-break, 
we were agreeably furprized with the fight of a 
fail on our weather-bow, between four and five 
leagues diftant. We immediately crouded all the 
fail we could, and flood aifter her, and foon per- 
ceived it not to be the fame fhip we originally gave 
chace to. She at firft bore down upon us, fiiew- 
ing Spsnijh colours, and making a fignal as ro her 
confort j but obferving that we did not anfwer her 

0.3 fig’ 
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fignal, {he inltantly loofeJ clofe to the wind, and 
flood to the fouthward. Our people were now all 
in fpirlts, and put the fliip about with great brifl<- 
nefs ; and as the chace appeared to be a large {liip, 
and had miHaken us for her confort, we concei\ cd 
that fhe was a man of war, and piobably one of 
FLarro's fquadron : This induced the Commodoie 
to order all the olKcers cabins to be knocked down 
and thrown over-board, with feveral CuHts of wa- 
ter and provifions which flood between the gun? *, 
fo that we had foon a clear fhip, ready for an en- 
gagement. About nine o’clock we h.’d thick 
hazy weather and a fhower of ruin, during which 
we loft fight of the chace ; and we were appre- 
henfive, if this dark weather fhoulcl continue, t' at 
by going upon the other tack, or by fome other 
artifice, fhe might el'cape us ; but it clearing up in 
lefs than an hour, we found that we had both 
weathered and fore-reached upon her confiderably, 
and were then near enough to difeover that fhe 
was only a Merchantman, without fo much as a 
fingle tier of guns. About half an hour after 
twelve, being got within a rcafonable diftance of 
her, we fired four fliot amongft her rigging ; on 
which, they lowered their top- fails, and bore 
down to us, but in very great confufion, their 
top-gallant fails and ftay-fails all fluttering in the 
winds ; This was owing to their having let run 
their fheets and halyards juft as we fired at them 5, 
after which, not a man amongft them had courage 
enough to venture aloft (for there the fhot had 
paffed bpt juft before) to take them in. As foon 
as the veflel came within hale of us, the Commo- 
, ' dorc 
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slore orc*ercd them to bring to under his lee quar- 
ter, and then hoifted out the boat, and Tent Mr- 
Siumurez, his firfl; Lieutenant, to take pofTt-ffion 
ot the prize, with directions to fend all the pri- 
fonei s on board the Cc.ilitricn., bur fird: the ofScers 
and paffengeis. When Mr. Saianirez came o.n 
board them, they received him at the fide with 
the fliongefl: tokens of the mefi: abjcdl fubmilTion ; 
for they were all of them ferpecially the paflengera, 
who were twenty-five in number) extremely ter- 
rified, and under the greateft apprehenfions of 
mcet ng with very fevere and cruel ufage but the 
Lieutenant endeavoured, with great coiirtefy, to 
difiipate their flight, afilinng them, that them 
fears were altogether groundlefs, and that they 
■would find a generous enemy in the Commodore, 
who was not kfs remarkable for his lenity and hu- 
mani'.y, than for his rcfolution and coui age. The 
prifoners, who weie firll fent on board the Cen- 
informed us that our prize was called Neuf- 
U’a Si'iisi't! ikl jVenlc Camelo, and was commanded 
by Don Mciiacl Zamira. Her cargo confifted 
chiclly <<f fugar, and gicat quantities of blue cloth 
made in die province of Sliiito, fomewhat refe.'n- 
bling our FmJiJlj coarfe broad cloths, but inferior 
to them. 1 hey had befides feveral bales of a 
coarfer Ibrt of cloth, of different colours, fome- 
what like Cdcheficr bays, called by them Pannia 
flu 'lierra, with a few bales of cotton, and feme 
tobacco i whici), though ftrong, was not ill fla- 
voured. I’hefe were the principal goods on board 
her i but we found befides, svhat vras to us muck 
more valuable than the reft of die cargoc : This was 
CL4 
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fome trunks of wrougui plate, and twenty-tlirce 
feronsof dollars, each weighing upwards of 2 co lb. 
averdupois. The fnip’s burthen was about four 
hundred and fifty tons j flie had fifty-three failors 
onboard, both whites and blacks ; flic came fi om 
Callao., and had been twenty-feven days at fea, be- 
fore flie feil into our hands. She was bound to 
the port of Fclparaifo in the kingdom of CM/, and 
propofed to have returned from thence loaded with 
corn and ChiU wine, fome gold, dried beef, and 
fmall cordage, which at Callao they convert into 
larger rope- Our prize had been built upwards 
of thirty years j yet, as they lie in harbour all the 
■winter months, and the climate is favourable, they 
efteemed it no very great age. Her rigging was 
very indifferent, as were likewife her fails, which 
were made of cotton. She had only three four- 
pounders, which were altogether unferviceablc, 
their carriages being fcarcely able to fupporc them : 
And there were no fmall arms on board, e.vcept a 
few piftols belonging to the paflengers. The pri- 
foners informed us, that they left Callao in com- 
pany with two other Ibips, whom they had parted 
with fome days before, and that at firft they con- 
ceived us to be one of their company ; and by the 
defeription we gave them of the fliip wc had chafed 
from Juan Fernandes, they afiured us, flic was of 
their number, but that the coming in fight of that 
Ifland was direSiy repugnant to the Merchants in- 
ftrudtions, who had exprefsiy forbid it, as knov/ing 
that if any EngUJb fejuadron was in thofe fcas, the 
Ifland of Fefmffdes was moft prol?ably the place 
^ their rehdegvous. 


After 
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After this fliort account of the fhip and her 
cargoe, it is neceffary that I fhould relate the im- 
portant itltelligenre which we met with on board 
her, partly from the information of the prifoners, 
and partly from the letters and papers which fell 
into our hands. We here firft learnt with cer- 
tainty the force and deftination of that fquadron, 
which cruized off t!ie Maderas at our arrival there, 
and afterwards chafed the Pearl m our paffage to 
port St. 'Julian. This we now knew was a fqua- 
dron compofed of five large Spamjh fhips, com- 
manded by Admiral Pixarro., and purpofely fit- 
ted out to traverfe our defigns, as hath been al- 
ready moie amply rclaicd in the thira chapter of 
the firfl book. We had at the fime time too, 
the fatisfadtion to find, that Ptzc.r, 0, after his ut- 
moft endeavours to gain his paffage into thefe 
feas, had been forced back again into the river of 
Plate, with 'the lofs of two of his largeft fliips : 
'And befides this difappointment of Pizarro, which, 
confidering our great debility, was no unaccept- 
able intelligence, we fartlier learnt, tlut though 
an embargo had been laid upon all fhipping in 
thefe feas by the Viceroy of Peru, in the month 
of May preceding, on a fuppofition that about 
that time we might arrive upon the coaft, yet it 
now no longer fubfilhed : For on the account fent 
over-land by Pizarro of his own diftrcffes, part 
of which they knew we muft have encountered, 
as we were at fca during the fame time, and on 
their having no news of us in eight months after 
we were known to fet fail from St. Catherine'^, they 
were fully fatished that we were citiicr Ihip- wreck’d, 
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or had periflied at lea, or, at leafl, had Dccn obliged 
to put back again ; as it was conceived impoflible 
for any lliips to continue at fea during fo long an 
interval : And therefore, on the application ot the 
Merchants, and the firm peifuaiion of our iiaving 
mifcariicd, the embait^o had been lately taken (>11, 
Tiiis lafc article made us flatter oiniGv'^-, that, 
as the enemy was ftill a llranger to our having 
got round Cape Ilorn^ and the navigation of thefe 
ifcas was reftored, we might meet with If/mc valu- 
able captures, and inigiit thereby indemnily our- 
fclves fir the incapacity we were under of at- 
tempting any of their confidcrable leitletreiits on 
jlhore. And thus much we were certain of, from 
the information of our prifoners, that, wh.uever 
our fuccefs might be, as to the prizes \vc might 
light on, we had mtliing to fear, weak as wc 
vrere, from the force in this part of tlic 

woild; though wc diicovered that we had been 
in moll: imminent peril from the enemy, when 
v.e leail: apprehended it, and when our other tlif- 
treffes were at the grcatefl height : For we learnt, 
from the letters on board, that Pizmre^ in the 
exprefs he difpatched to the Viceroy of Peru, 
after his return to the river of Pkte, had inti- 
mated to him, that it was pofilble feme paitac 
lead: of the Evglip fquadron might get round •, 
but that, as he was certain fiom his own expe- 
rience, that if they did arrive in thofe Teas it raufl: 
be in a very weak and defencekfs condition, he 
advifed the Viceroy, in order to be fecure at all 
events, to fend wlui fliips of war he had, to the 
fouthward, wbcie, in all probability, they would 

intercept 
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intercept us fingly, before we had an opportunity 
of touching at any port for rcfrefhiricnt ; in 
which cafe, he doubted not but we fnould prove 
an eafy conqueft. The Viceroy oi Perti approv- 
ed of this advice; And as he had aheady Btted 
out four fliips of foice fiom CalPo one of fifty 
guns, two of forty guns, and one of twenty-four 
guns, which were intended to join Fixarro, when 
he ai lived on the coaft of Chh : The Viceroy 
now fl.itioned three of tbefe off the Port of Cen- 
ccpticjty and one of them at the Ifland of Fernniz- 
Fes, where they cont nued cruizing for us till the 
6th of June-, and then not feeing anything of 
us, and conceiving it to be irrpufiible that we 
could have kept the feas fo long, they quitted 
their cruil'e and returned to Callao^ fully perfuaded 
that we had euher pe.ifned, or at leall had been 
driven back. Mow as the rime of their quit'ing 
their fiations was but a few days before our ariival 
at the Ifland c.f Fersuvides, it is evident, that had 
we made that Ifland on our firfl: fearch fir it, with- 
out haling in fir the miin to fecureour calling, 
(a circuiuflaacc, which at that time we confidered 
as very unfortun.'.te to u-, on account of the num- 
bers which we loll by our longer continuance at 
fea) had we, I fay, made the Ifland on the 28th 
of Af«v, when we firfl expeii'ced to lee it, and were 
in reality very near it, we had doubtl Is ibllen in 
with fome pait of the Sfamflj fquadron ; and in the 
diftridied condition we were then in, the iin.ct.ng 
with a healthy well provided eneniv, v,v.s an in- 
cident that could not but have been ptrpiexirg, 
and might petSvaps have proved fatal, not only 

tq 
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to us, but to the the Gkuccjla^ and the 

Anna Pmk, who feparatcl^ joined us, and who 
were each of them lefs capable than we were of 
making any confidcrable refirtance. I fliall only 
add, that theie Spcnifi fliips Ent out to intercept 
us, had been gteatly ihattcred by a dorm during 
their cruife ; and that, after their arrival at Callacy 
they had been laid up. And our prilbners affured 
us, that whenever intelligence was received at 
Lima, of our being in thefe feas, it would be at 
lead: two months before this aimanient could be 
again fitted out. 

The whole of this intelligence was as favour- 
able as wc, in our reduced circumftanccs, could 
wifh for". And now we were no longer at a lofs as 
to the broken jars, allies, and fifli-bones, which we 
had obfe.wed at our HdUanding nxJtiaH I'ernandes, 
thefe things being doubtlefs the relids of the crui- 
fers llationed off that port. Having thus faiisfied 
ourfelves in the material articles of our inquiry, 
and having gotten on board the Ceniurion mofl: of 
the prifoners, anvl all the filver, we, at eight in 
the fame evening, made fail to the northward, in 
company with our prize, and at fix the next morn- 
ing difeovered the Wand of Fmmfuics, wliere, the 
follnwing day, both we and our prize came to an 
anchor. 

And here I cannot omit one remarkable inci- 
dent which occurred, when the prize and her crew 
came into the bay, where the reft of the fquadron 
lay. The Spaniards in the Carmelo had been fu.*E- 
ci^ntly informed of the dillrefles we had gone 
through, and were greatly furprized that we had ^ 

ever 
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ever furtnounted them : But when they faw the 
Tryal Sloop at anchor, they were flill more afto- 
nilhed, that after all our fatigues we had the in- 
duftry (befides refitting our other ihips) to com- 
plete fuch a veffel in fo Ihort time, they taking it 
for granted that we had built her upon the fpot : 
Nor was it without great difficulty they were at 
laft prevailed upon to believe, that fhe came from 
Englmtd with the reft of the fquadron; they long 
infifting, that it was impoffible fuch a bauble as 
that could pafs round Cape //<?/*;/, wh n the beft 
ffiips of S'pam were obliged to put back. 

By the time we arrived at Juan Fernandes, the 
letters found on board our prize were more mi- 
nutely examined : And, It appealing from them, 
and from the accounts of our prifoners, that le- 
veral other Merchantmen were bound from Callao 
to Valparaifo, Mr. Anfon difpatched the 'Tryal Sloop 
the very next morning, to cruife off the laft men- 
tioned port, reinforcing her with ten hands from 
on board his own fliip. Mr, Aiifon likewife re- 
folved, on the intelligence recited above, to fepa* 
rate the (hips under his command, and employ 
them in diftintft cruiftsj as he thought that by 
this means we fnould not only increafe our chance 
tor prizes, but that we Ihouid likewife run a lefs 
rifque of alarming the coaft, and of being difeo- 
vered. And now the fplrits of our people being 
greatly raifed, and their defpondency dlffipated by 
this came ft of fuccefs, they forgot all their paft 
diftrcflls, and refumed their wonted alacrity, and 
laboured indefatigably in completing our water, 
receiving our lumber, and in preparing to take 

our 
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our farewel of the Ifland : But as thefe occupd- 
tions took us up four or five days with ail our in- 
duftiy, the Commodore, in that interval, direfled 
that the guns belonging to the Anna Pink, be- 
ing four fix poundeis, four four pounders, and 
two fwivcls, fiiould be mounted on board the Car- 
melo, ourpnze: And having font on board the 
Chtxcjier ivs. pafiengeis, and twenty-three feamen 
to affifl; in navigating the ihip, he dircdled Cap- 
tain Mitcbel to leave the liland as loon as poflible, 
the fcrvice demanding the utinoft difpatch, oulcr- 
ing him to proceed to the latitude of five degrees 
South, and there to cruife off the highland of 
Peita, at fuch a diilance from fhore, as (hould 
prevent his being difeovered. On this ftation he 
was to continue till he fliould be joined by the 
Commodore, which would be whenever it fhould 
be known that the Viceroy had fitted out the lliips 
at Cclho, or on Mr. Avjon'% receiving any other 
intelligence, that fliould make it necelTary to unite 
our fiivngth. Thefe orders being delivered to the 
Captain of the Gloucejler, and all our bufinefs com- 
pleated, we, on the Saturday following, being the 
19th of September, weighed our anchor, in com- 
pany with our prize, and got out of the bay, 
taking our lift leave of the Ifland of Juan FermU’ 
dis, and fleering to the eaftward, with an inten- 
tion of joining the Tfyal Sloop in her ftation off 
Valpardfo, 
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th;' time of our leaving 
i.! the taVing the town of 


A I :i 1 lC.n 'f , 1 i t!.e Ctniurmu with her prize, 
i..f wtiglu'd from the bay of Jmi 

raiu-mci on the i^th ot' Sepiemkrt leaving the 
dciii -jLr a.1 anchor behind herj ycr, by the irre- 
gularity and HuiUtafion of the winds in the olBng, 
it was the aid of the fame month, in the even- 
ing, befox we loft, hght of the lOand : After 
which, we continued our courfc to the eaftward, 
in order to reach our ftation, and to join.thc 
olF Valpemifs. The neat night, the weather 
proved fqoaily, and we fpUc our ma&top-fail, 
which wc handed for the prefent, but got it re- 
paired, i^ad fet k again the next morning. In the 
evpnfegf a little b^ow fun-fet, we faw two fad 
DO thfeiaftwlnli on which, our prizeftooddi- 
, ' to .avoid giving any fufpicion of 

croifers 5 whUft we, in the mean time, 
■|i;^^K^rfelves ready for an engagement, and 
Witji all our canvas towards the two Ihips 
#e hid difcovered. W« foon perceived that one 
■ which ^d the appearance of being a 

. ftiip, made diredly for us, whilft the 

c^iiisr. kept at a great trance. By feven o’clock 
within piftoWhot of the neareft, and had 
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a broadfide ready to pour into her, the Gunners 
having their matches in their hands, and only 
waiting for orders to fire; but, as we knew it 
was now impoffible for her to efcape us, Mr. An- 
fcK, before he permitted us to fire, ordered the 
Matter to hale the fliip in Spanifa ; on which the 
commanding officer on board her, who proved to 
be Mr. Hughs, Lieutenant of the "Tryal, anfwered 
us in Euglijh, and informed us, that fhe was a 
prize taken by the ’Tryal, a few days before, and 
that the other fail at a diftance was the Tryal her- 
felf difabled in her mafts. We were foon after 
joined by the Tryal •, and Captain Saunders, her 
Commander, came on board the Centurmu He 
acquainted the Commodore, that he had taken 
this Ihip the 1 8th inttant ; that fhc was a prime 
fallor, and had colt him thirty-fix hours chace, 
before he could come up with her ; that for fome 
time he gained fo little upon her, that he began to 
defpair of taking her; and the Spaniards , though 
alarmed at firft with feeing nothing but a cloud of 
fail in purfuit of them, tlie Ttyal’n hull being fo 
low in the water that no part of it appear’d yet 
knov/tng the goodnefs of their fliip, and finding 
how little the T>yal neared them, they at length 
laid afide their fears, and recoinmenditig them- 
fclves to the blefTed Virgin for protection, began 
to think themfelves fecure. Indeed their fuccefs 
was very near doing honour to their Ave Marias ; 
for, altering their courfe in the night, and (hutting 
up their windows to prevent any of their lights 
from being feen, they ha^ fome chance of efcap- 
injgj .buta fmall crevice inque of the (butters 

' rtn- 
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rendered all the!:* invocations ineljeR jal ; for 
th:ougIi tills crevice the people on bond the 
Trynl pticcivcd a li^Iit, which tiiey chrjed, till 
they arrived within gun-flvor, and then Captain 
Sail, lehrs alarmed riiem uncxpetdedly with a broad- 
fidc, when they flattered thcmfeivcs they were got 
our of his reach : However, for fonie time after 
they ftill kej^Jt the fame flxil abroad, and it was not 
oblerved that this firft falute had made any im- 
preffion on them i but, juft as the Tryal was pre- 
paring to repeat her broadfide, the Spaniards crept 
from their holes, lowered their fails, and fub- 
mitted without any oppoficion. She was one of 
the largeft merchantmen employed in thofe feas, 
being about Gx hundred tuns burthen, and was 
called the Jrrattzazu. She was bound from Callaa 
to VaJparaifOi and bad much the fame cargoe with 
the Carmeh we had taken before, except that her 
filver amounted only to about 5000 1. fterling. 

But to balance this fuccels, we had the misfor- 
tune to find that the Tryal had fprung her main- 
maft, and that her maintop maft had come by the 
board •, and as we were all of us ftanding to the 
eaftward the next morning, with a frelli gale at 
South, (he had the additional ill-luck to fpring 
her foremaft : So that now flie had not a maft 
left, on which Ihe could carry fail. Thefe un- 
happy incidents were ftill aggravated by the im- 
poffibility we were juft then under of affifting 
her i for the wind blew fo hard, and raifed fuch 
a hollow fea, that we could not venture to hoift 
out our boat, and confequentiy could have no 
communication with her*, fo that we were obliged 

R to 
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to lie too for the greateft part of forty-eight hours 
to attend her, as we could have no thought of 
leaving her to herfelf in her prefent unhappy fitua- 
tion : It was no ftnall accumulation to thefe mif- 
fortunes, that we were all the while driving to the 
leeward of our ftation, at the very time too, when, 
by our intelligence, we had reafon toexpeftfeveral 
of the enemy’s fhips would appear upon the coaft, 
who would now gain the port of Valfaraifo with- 
out obftrudion. And I am verily perfuaded, that 
the embarraflment we received from the difmafting 
of the Tryal^ and our abfence from our intended 
ftation, occafioned thereby, deprived us of fome 
very confiderable captures. 

The weather proving fomewhat more moderate 
on the 27 th, we fent our boat for the Captain of 
the "Tryal, who, when he came on board us, pro- 
duced an inftrument, figned by himfelf and all his 
officers, reprefenting that the Sloop, befides being 
difmafted, was fo very leaky in her hull, that 
even in moderate weather it was neceflary to ply 
the pumps conftantly, and that they were then 
fcarcely fulficient to keep her freej fo that in the 
late gale, though they had all been engaged at the 
pumps by turns, yet the water had increafed upon 
them ; and, upon the whole, they apprehended 
her at prefent to be fo very defeftive, that if they 
met with much bad weather, they muft all in- 
eviably perifh;' and therefore they petitioned the 
Commodore to take fome meafures for their fu- 
ture fafety. But the refitting of the Tryaly and 
the repairing of her defers, was an undertaking 
^tin the prefent conjunfture greatly exceed 
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bur power ; for we had no tnafts to fpare her, we 
had no ftores to complete her rigging, nor had 
we any port where fire might be hove down, and 
her bottom examined : Bcfidcs, had a port and 
proper requifites for this purpofe been in our pof- 
felTion, yet it would have been extreme impru- 
dence, in fo critical a conjunifture, to have loi- 
tered away fo much time, as would have been ne- 
ceffary for thefe operations. The Commodore 
therefore had no choice left him, but was under a 
neceffity of taking out her people, and deftroying 
her; However, as he conceived it expedient to 
keep up the appearance of our force, he appoint- 
ed the "tryal’s prize (which had been often em- 
ployed by the Viceroy of Peru as a man of war) 
to be a frigate in his Majefty’s fervice, manning 
her with the IttyaPs crew, and giving commif* 
lions to the Captain “and all the inferior officers 
accordingly. This new frigate, when in the Spa^* 
nijb fervice, had mounted thirty-two guns j but 
file was now to have only twenty, which were the 
twelve that were on board the Tryal, and eight 
that had belonged to the Ama Pink, When this 
afiair was thus refolved on, Mr. Anfoti gave or- 
ders to Captain Saunders to put it in execurion, 
diteding him to take out of the Sloop the arms, 
ftores, ammunition, and every thing that cou 3 d 
be of any ufe tw the other fliips, and t hen to fcut* 
tie her and fink her. After Captain Samiers had 
fcen her deftroyed, he was to proceed with his 
new frigate (to be caifed the Priee) and to 

cruife off the highland of Faiparmfo, keeping it 
from him N* N. W. at the dvftance of twelve or 
R a four- 
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fourteen leagues: For as all fliips bound from 
Valparaifo to the northward fteer that courte, 
Mr. Jnfon propofed by this means to flop any in- 
telligence, that might be difpatched to Callas, of 
two of their fliips being miffing, which might 
give them apprehenfions of the Englifi) fquadron 
being in their neighbourhood. The Tlijii/’s Prize 
was to continue on this ftation twenty-four days, 
and, if not joined by the Commodore at the ex- 
piration of that term, fhe was then to proceed 
- down the coaft to Pifco or Nafca, where fhe would 
be certain to meet with Mr. Anfon. • The Com- 
modore likewife ordered Lieutenant Saumarez., 
who commanded the Centurion's, prize, to keep 
company with Captain Saunders, both to affifl: him 
in unloading the Sloop, and alfo that by fpread- 
ing in their cruife, there might be lefs danger of 
any of the enemy’s fhips flipping by unobferved. 
Thefe orders being difpatched, the Centurion parted 
from the other veflels at eleven in the evening, on 
the 27th of September, diredling her courfe to the 
fouthward, with a view of cruifing for fome days 
to the windward of Valparaifo. 

. And now by this diftribution of our fliips, we 
flattered ourfelves, that we had taken all the ad- 
vantages of the enemy that we poffibly could 
with our fmali force, fince our difpofition was 
' doubdefs the moft prudent that could be projedt- 
cd. For, as we might fuppofe the Gleueefier by 
this time to be drawing near the highland of 
Pdta, we were enabled, by our feparatc flations, 
to intercept all yeflels employed .either betwixt 
Peru and CHU to the fouthward, or betwixt 

Panama 
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Penan » and Pe a to the northward : Since the 
princij.al trade from Pei'u to Cbili being carried on 
to the port o{ Vti pa eifo, the CenUiricn cruifing to 
the wintlward of Vclparmfo^ would, in all proba- 
bili'y, meet with them, as it is the conilant prac- 
tice of thofe Clips to fall in with the coalt, to the 
wina'.,ard of that port: The would, in 

like manner, be in the way of the tiade bound 
from P enema or to the noithward, to any pait of 
Peru ; fince the highland off which Ihe was fca- 
tioned is conftancly made by every Clip in that 
voyage. And whilft the Cenlm itn and Gkucejler 
were thus fituated for interrupting the enemy’s 
trade, the T/ya/’s Prize and Ct.’;;*o?.?/s Prize were 
as conveniently poflcd for preventing all intelli- 
gence, by intercepting all fliips bound from /''«/- 
ptirdfa to the noithward j far it v/as on board thefe 
veffcls that it was to be feared fome account of us 
might pofiibly be lent to Peru. 

But the moil prudent dilpofitions carry with 
them only a probability of fuccefs, and can never 
enfure its certainty : Since thofe chances, which it 
was reafonable to overlook in deliberation, are 
fometimes of mofl: powerful influence in execu- 
tion. Thus in the prefenr cafe, the diftrefs of the 
STjya/, and our quitting our flation to affift her 
(events which no degree of prudence could cither 
forefee or obviate) gave an opportunity to all the 
fhips bound to Valparaifsy to. reach that port 
without moleftaiion, during this unlucky interval. 
So that though, after leaving Captain Saunders^ 
we were very expeditious in regaining our ftation, 
where we got the 29th at noon, yet in plying on, 
R 3 and 
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and off till the 6th of OSiber, we had not tfic 
good fortune to difcovcr a fail of any fort : And 
then having loft all hopes of meeting with better 
fortune by a longer ftay, we made fail to the lee- 
ward of the port, in order to join our prizes i 
but when we arrived off the highland where they 
were direded to cruife, we did not find them, 
though we continued there four or five days. We 
fuppofed that fome chace had occaGoned their 
leaving their ftation, and therefore we proceeded 
down the coaft to the highland of Na/ca, which 
was the fecond rendezvous, where Captain Saun- 
ters was diretfted to join us. Here we got on the 
zrft, and were in great expeftation of falling in 
with lome of the enemy’s vefiels, as both the ac- 
counts of former voyages, and the information of 
pur prifoners affured us, that all fliips bound to 
Ca/lao conftantly make this land, to prevent the 
danger of running to the Ipeward of the port. 
But notwithftanding the advantages of this ftation, 
we faw no fail till the ad of Ne-vembery when two 
&ips appeared in fight together; we immediately 
gave them cfiace, and foon perceived that they 
were the Trial’s and Centurion'% prizes : As they 
bad the wind of us, we t>rougbt to and waited 
their coming up ; when Captain Saunders came on 
board us, and acquainted the Commodore, that 
he had cleared the purfuant to his orders, 
and having fcuttled her, he remained by her till 
|be funk, but that it yfzs the ^th of O0eber before 
fhis was effeded;, for there ran fo large and hol- 
low a fea, that the Sloop, having neither mafts 
tq fteddy her, rolled and filched lb via* 

Icntly, 
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lently, that it was impofiible for a boat to k)’’ a- 
long- fide of her, for the greateft part of the time : 
And during this attendance on the Sloop, they 
were all diiven fo far to the north- weft, that they 
were afterwards obliged to ftretch a long way to 
the weftward to regain the ground they had loft ; 
which was the rcafon that we had not met with 
them on their ftation, as we expelled. We found 
they had not been more fortunate in their cruife 
than we were, for they had feen no vefibl fince 
they feparated from us. The little fuccefs we all 
had, and our certainty, that had any fhips been 
ftirring in thefe feas for ibme time paft we muft 
have met with them, made us believe, that the 
enemy at Va>pnmifs, on the miffing of the two 
fliips we had taken, had fufpeffed us to be in 
the neighbourhood, and bad confcquently laid an 
embargo on all the trade in the fouthern parts. 
We likewife apprehended, that they might by 
this time be fitting out the men of war at CaHes ; 
as we knew that it was no uncommon thing for 
an exprcis from Valparaifo to reach Li}na in twen- 
ty-niiie or thirty days, and it was now more than 
fifty fince we had taken our firft prize. . Thefe 
apprehenfions of an embargo along the coaft, 
and of the equipment of the Spentjh fquadron at 
Callao, determined the Commodore to haften 
down to the leeward of Callao, and to join Cap- 
tain Mkbel (who was ftationed off Puita ) as foon 
as polfible, that our ftrength being united, we 
might be prepared to give the fhips from Calka 
a warm reception, if they dared to put to fca. 
With this view we bore away the fame afternoon, 
R 4 taking 
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taking particular care to keep at iiich a diflancw 
from the (Itore, that there might be no danger 
of our being difeovered from thence ; for we 
knew that ail the country lliips were command- 
ed, under the feverefc penalty, not to fail by the 
port of Callao without {topping and as this or- 
der was condantly complied with, we iliould 
undoubtedly be known for enemies, if we were 
feen to adt contrary to it. In this new naviga- 
tion, not being certain whether we might not meet 
the Spmjh fquadron in our loute, the Commo- 
dore took on board the Ceniwion part of his ciew, 
with which he had formerly m;inncd the Caimlo. 
And now ftandmg to the northward, we, before 
night came on, had a view of the fmall Illand 
called St. Galkn., which bore from us N. N. E. 
^ E, about feven leagues diftanr. This Ifland 
lies in the latitude of about fourteen degrees fouth, 
and about five miles to the northward of a high- 
land called Morro Veijo^ or the old man’s head. 
I mention this Ifland and the highland near it, 
morC’ particularly, becaufe between them is the 
rnoft eligible ftation on that coall: for ciuifing up- 
on the enemy ; as hereabouts all Ihips bound to 
■ C'dkot whether from the northward or the fouth- 
ward, run well in with the land. By the 5th of 
November, at three in the afieraoon, we were ad- 
vanced within view of the higliland of 
lying in the latitude of 10'’ : 36' South,' bearing 
from us N. E. by E. diftant eight or nine leagues j 
and an hour and an half afterwards we had the 
fatisfadion fo long wilhed for, of feeing ^ fail. 
Sh& firft appeared to leeward, and we all im- 

mediafoly 
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mediately gave her chace; but the Centiivion £0 
much outlailed the two prizes, that we ibon ran 
them out of fight, and gained confidcrably on 
the chace: However, night coming on before 
we came up with her, we, about feven o’clock, 
loft fight of her, and were in fome perplexity 
what courfe to fteer j but at laft Mr. Jnfen re- 
folved, as we were then before the wind, to ktep 
all his fails fet, and not to change his courfe : 
For though we had no doubt but the chace would 
alter her courfe in the night •, yet, as it was un- 
certain what tack ftie would go upon, it -was 
thought prudent to keep on our courfe, as v;e 
muft by this means unavoidably come near her, 
rather than to change it on conjefture j when, if 
we fiiould miftake, we muft infallibly lofe her. 
Thus then we continued the chace about an hour 
and an half in the dark, fome one or other on 
board us conftantly imagining they dife^ned her 
fails right a- head of us ; but at length Mr. Brett ^ 
our fecond Lieutenant, did really difeover her 
about four points on the larboard-bow, fleering 
off to the fcaward: We immediately clapped 
the helm a-weather, and ftood for her ; and in 
lefs than an hour came up with her, and having 
fired fourteen fhot at her, flie ftruck. Our third 
Lieutenant, Mr. Demits^ was fent in the boat 
with fixteen men to take poffeffion of the prize, 
and to return the prifoners to our flrip. This 
veffel was named the Santa 'I’erefa de Jefusy built 
at Guaiaquil, of about three hundred tuns bur- 
then, and was commanded by Bartelome Ur- 
rmagSy a Bi/cnyer: She was bound from Gnai- 

afiiii 
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to Cdlfis i her loading confiftcd of timber, 
cocao, coco RUts, tobacco, hides, PHo thread 
(■which is very ftrong, apd is made of a fpecies 
of grafs) ^ito cloth, wax, ^e. The fpecie on 
boaid her was inconBderable, being principally 
fmall filver money, and not amounting to more 
than 170/. fterling. It is true, her cargoe was 
of great value, could we have difpofed of it : but, 
the Sfamards having ftrid orders never to ranfom 
tlieif fhips, all the goods that we took in thefe 
feas, cscepi: what little we had occafion for our- 
felves, were of no advantage to us. Indeed, 
though we could make no profit thereby our- 
felves, it was fome faiisfaiSrion to us to confidcr, 
that it was fo much really loft to the enemy, and 
that the defpoiling them was no contemptible 
branch of that fervice, in which we were now 
employed by our country- 

Befides our prize’s crew, which amounted to 
forty-five hands, there were on board her ten 
paffengers, confifting of four men and three 
women, who were natives of the country, bom 
of Spanijh parents, together with three black 
flaves that attended them. The women were a 
mother and her two daughters, the eldeft about 
twenty-one, and the youngeft about fourteen. 
It is not to be wondered at, that women of thefe 
years fiiould be exceffively alarmed at the falling 
into the hands of an enemy, whom, from the 
• former outrages of' the Buccaneers, and by die 
artful infinnations of their priefts, thty had been 
taught to confider as the moft temblc and brutal 
of all mankind. Thefe a|)prehepfions too were 
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in the prefent inftance exaggerated by the fui- 
gular beauty of the youngeft of the women, and 
the riotous difpofuion which they mij^ht well ex- 
pert to find in a fet of failors, who had not feen 
a woman for near a twelvemonth. Full of thefe 
terrors, the women all hid tliemlelves upon our 
officer’s coming on board, and when they were 
found out, it was with great difficulty that he 
could perfuade them to approach the lignt: 
However, he foon latisfied them, by the huma- 
nity of his condud, and by his afiliratKCs of 
their future fecurity and honourable treatment, 
jthat they had nothing to fear. Nor were thefe 
afluranc.es of the officer Invalidated in the fequel : 
For the Commodore being informed of the mut- 
ter, fent direftions that they fhould be continued . 
on board their own fiiip, with the ufe of the famd 
apartments, and with all the other conveniencies 
.they had enjoyed before, giving ftrid orders that 
they Ihould receive no kind of inquietude or 
moleftation whatever : And that they might be 
the more certain of having thefe orcle* s complied 
with, or have the means of complaiiung, if they 
were not, the Commodore permitted the Pilot, 
who in Spanifi ftiips is generally the fecond per- 
fon on board, to ftay with them, as their guar- 
dian and protedtor. The Pilot was particularly 
chofen for this purpofe by Mr. Anfon^ as he feem- 
ed to be extremely interefted in all that concerned 
the women, and had at firft declared tljat he was 
married to the youngeft of them ; though it after- 
wards appeared, both from the infcx'mation of 
the reft of the prifoners, and other circumftances, 

that 
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that he atrcrtcd this with a view, the better to 
fecure them from the infults they expCi5U'>.i or. 
their firft falling into our hands. By this ram- 
paiTionate .and indulgent behaviour of the Com- 
modore, the confternation of our female prifoners 
entirely fubfidrd, and they continued eafy and 
chearful during the whole time they were with us, 
as I fhali have occafion to mention more parcicu- 
lady hereafter. 

I have before obferved, that at the beginning 
of rhis chace, ilie^ Centurion ran her t\vo conibrts 
out of fight, on which account we lay by .ail the 
night, after wc had taken the prize, for Captain 
Saunders and Lieutenant Saumarez to join us, 
firing guns, and making falfe fires every half 
hour, to prevent their paffing by us unobferved ; 
but they were fo far a-ftern, that they neither 
heard nor faw any of our fignals, and were not 
able to come up with us till broad tiay-l'ghr. 
When they had joined us, we piocceded together 
to the northwaid, being now four fiil in com- 
pany. We here found the fea, for many miles 
round us, of a beautiful red colour : This upon 
examination, we imputed to an immenfe quan- 
tity of fpawn fpread upon Its furface for, taking 
up'fome of the water in a wine glals, it loon 
changed from a dirty afped to a clear cryftal, 
with only feme red globules of a fljniy nature 
floating on the top. At prefent having a fupply 
of timber on board our new prize, the Commo- 
dore ordered our boats to be repaired, and a 
fwivel gun-lfock to be fixed in the bow both of 
the barge and pinnace, in order to encrcafe their 

force, 
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force, in cafe wc fliould be obliged to have re- 
Cv>urfe to them for boarding Ihips, or for any at- 
tempts on fliore. 

As we flood from hence to the northward, 
nothing remarkable occurred for two or three 
days i though we fpread our flrips in fuch a man- 
ner, that it was not probable any vefJel of the 
enemy could efcape us. In our run along this 
coaft we generally obferved, that there was a cur- 
rent which fct us to the northward, at the rate of 
ten or twelve miles each day. And now being in 
about eight degrees of South latitude, we began 
to be attended with' vaft numbers of flying fifh, 
and bonitos, which were the firft we faw after 
our departure from the coaft of Brazil. But it 
is remarkable, that on the Eaft fide of South 
jhterica they extended to a much higher latitude 
than they do on the Weft fide *, for we did not 
lofe them on the coaft of Brazil^ till we ap- 
proached the fouthern tropic. The reafon for 
this diverfity is doubrlcfs the different degrees of 
heat obtaining in the fame latitude on different 
fides of that Continent. And on this occafion, 
I muft beg leave to make a fhort digreffion on 
the heat and cold of different climates, and on the 
varieties which occur in the fame place in different 
parts of the year, and in different places in the 
fame degree of latitude. 

The Ancients conceived that of the five zones, 
into which they divided the Turface of the globe, 
two only were habitable, fuppofing tliat the heat 
between the tropics, and the cold within the po- 
lar circles, were too intenfe to be fupported by 

mankind. 
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mankind. The fallhood of this reafoning has 
fceen long evinced j but the particular compari- 
fons of the heat and cold of thefe various cli- 
mates, has as yet been very impeifcdly confidered. 
However, enough is known fafely to determine 
this pofition. That all places between the tropics 
are far from being the hotteft on the glc^e, as 
many of thofe within the polar circles are far from 
enduring that extreme degree of cold, to which 
their Btuatlon fhould leem to fubjeffe them : That 
is to fay, that the temperature of a place depends 
much more upon other draimftances, than upon 
its dhlance from the pole, or its proximity to the 
equinofriah 

This propofition relates to the general tet&pe- 
ratiire of places, taking the whole year round j 
and in this fenfe it cannot be denied, that the 
city of London, for inftance, enjoys much warmer* 
feafons than the bottom of Hudfonh Bay, which 
is nearly in the fame latitude with itj but where 
the feverity of the winter is lb great, that it 
will fcarcely permit the hardieft of our garden 
plants to live. And if the comparifon be made 
between the coaft of &ratiM and the wefrern 
friore of South Jmeriea^ as, for example, betwixt 
Bobis and Lims^ the difference will be ftill more 
■canfiderafalei for though the coaff of Brasdl 
is extremely fultry, yet the coaft of the Smtk 
&m in the fame latitude is perhaps as temperaKs 
and toderable as any part of the globe j ffnccin 
cmgiBg along it, we did not onoe meet wick £b 
■weather, as ^is frequent in a fiimiiier’s (jay 
■Ih Which was ftUI the «oic cemack- 
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able, as there never fell any rains to refrelli and 
cool the air. 

The caufes of this temperature in the South 
Seas are not difficult to be afiigned, and lhall be 
hereafter mentioned. I am now only folicitous 
to eftablifh the truth of this aflertion, that the 
latitude of a place alone is no rule whereby to 
judge of the degree of heat and cold which ob- 
tains there. Perhaps this pofition might be more 
briefly confirmed, by obferving, that on the tops 
of the Andes, though under the equinoflial, the 
Ihow never melts the whole year round : a crite- 
rion of cold, ftronger than what is known to take 
place in many parts far removed within the polar 
circle. 

I have hitherto confidered the temperature of 
the air all the year through, and the grofs eftima- 
tions of heat and cold which every one makes 
fiom his own fenfation. If this matter becxa- 
tntned by means of thermometers, which in 
refped to the abfolute degree of heat and cold 
are doubtlefs the mofl: unerring evidences ; if this 
be done, the refult will be indeed moft wonder- 
ful’; Since it wili hence appear, that the heat in , 
very high latitudes, as at Peterjburgh for inftance, 
is at particular times much greater than any that 
has been hitherto obferved between the tropics 5 
and that even tendon in the year 1746, there 
was the part of one day confiderably hotter thaai 
what was at any time felt by a fhip of Mr. An- 
iRjuadron, in running from hence to Cape 
Horn smd back again, and paffing twice under 
the fun } for in the fummer of that year, the 
9 thermometer 
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thermometer in London (being one of thofe gra- 
'duatcd according to the method of Fawibe.it) 
ftood once at 78"; and the greateft height at 
which a thermometer of the fame kind ftood in 
the foregoing jlhip, I find to be 76® : This was 
at St. Catherine’s., in the latter end of December, 
when the fun was within about three degrees of 
the vertex. And as to Peterjlurgh, I find, by 
the a6l:s of the academy eftabliftied there, that in 
the year 1734, on the 20th and 25th of Juljf, 
the thermometer rofe to 98® in the ftiade, that 
is, it was twenty-two divifions higher than it was 
found to be at St. Catherine's which is a degree 
of heat that, were it not authorifed by the regu- 
larity and circumfpedtion with which the obferva- 
tions feem to have been made, would appear alto- 
gether incredible* 

If it fhould be afked, how it comes to pals 
then, that the heat in many places between the 
tropics is efteemed fo violent and infuficrable, 
when it appears, by thefe inftances, that it is 
fo me times rivalled or exceeded in very high lati- 
tudes not far from the polar circle ? I Ihould an- 
fwer, that the eftimation of heat in any particular 
place, ought not to be founded upon that degree 
of heat which may now and then obtain there, 
but is rather to be deduced from the medium ob- 
ferved in a whole feafon, or perhaps in a whole 
year ; and in this light it will eafily appear, how 
much more intenfe the fame degree of heat may 
prove by being long continued without remark- 
able variation. For inftance, in comparing toge- 
ther St, Catherine's and Peterjhurgh, we will 

fuppofc 
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fuppole the fummer heat at Sl Catherine' % to be 
76®, and the winter heat to be twenty divifions 
Ihort of it : I do not make ufe of this laft con- 
jefture upon fufficient obfervation •, but I am apt 
to fufped, that the allowance is full large. Up- 
on this fuppofition then, the medium heat all the 
year round will be 66*^, and this perhaps by night 
as well as day, with no great variation: Now 
thofe who have attended to thermometers will 
readily own, that a continuation of this degree of 
heat for a length of time would, by the gene- 
rality of mankind, be ftiled violent and fuffocating. 
But at Peterjlurgb^ though a few times in the 
year, the heat, by the thermometer, may be con- 
fiderably greater than at St. Catherine's, yet, as at 
other times the cold is immenfely (harper, the 
medium for a year, or even for one icalbn only, 
would be far Ihort of 66®. For I find, that the 
thermometer at Peierjhurgh is at lead five times 
greater, from its higheft to its lowed point, than 
■What I have fuppofed to take place at St. G*- 
therine’Si 

Befides this eftimation of the heat of a place,' 
by taking the medium for a confiderable time 
together, there is another circumftancc which 
will dill augment the apparent heat of the warmer 
climates, and diminifh that of the colder, though 
I do not remember to have feen it remaikcd in 
any author. To explain myfelf more diftincdy 
ujxjn this head, I mud ofaferve, that the mcalure 
of abfolutc heat, marked by the thermometer, 
is, not the certain criterion of the fenfation of heat 
with which human bodies are aScflcd : For as 

S the 
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the prefence and perpetual fuccefuon of frcfii air 
is neceflary to our refpiration, fo there is a fpccics 
of tainted or ftagnated air often produced by the 
continuance of great heats, which being Ids pro- 
per for refpiration, never fails to excite in us an 
idea of fultrinefs and fuffocating warmth, much 
beyond what the heat of the air alone, lujipofmg 
* it pure and agitated, would occafion. Hence it 
follows, that the mere infpedion of the thenno- 
meter will never determine the heat which the 
human body feels from this caufe 5 and hence it 
follows too, that the heat in moft places be- 
tween the tropics mufi: be much more troublc- 
fomc and uneafy, than the fame degree of ablblute 
heat in a high latitude : For the equability and 
duration of the tropical heat contribute to im- 
pregnate the air with a multitude of fteams and 
vapours from the foil and water, and thefe being, 
many of them, of an impure and noxious kind, 
and being not eafily rernoved, by reafon of the 
regularity of the winds in chofe parts, which only 
fhift the exhalations from place to place, without 
difperfing tliem, the attnofphere, is by this means 
rendered lefs capable of fupporting the animal 
' furiaionf, and mankind are, confcquently aJFcdlcd 
with what they ftile, a moft intenfe and ftifling 
ijat: Whereas in the higher latitudes thefe va- 
; ,:|burs:ai:e probably raifcd in ftnallcr quantities, 
irregularity and vrolcnce of the, winds 
V’lp^gtJy difpcrfe them-, fo that,. the air being 
;ih'#^eral_ pure’'and'iefs ftagriaiit, -the- dci- 
'greei of abfl^ute 'Beat, is ikh' attended f hjiW : 
■>teafy andfute&g ^nlatkin;vv'F|irinayifu^e 

' ’ in 
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in general with refpedt to the prefent fpeculation j 
but 1 cannot help wilhing, as it is a fubje< 5 t in 
which mankind, efpecially travellers of all forts, 
are very much intercfted, that it were more 
• thoroughly and accurately examined, and that all 
fliips bound to the warmer climates would furnilh 
themfelves with thermometers of a known fabric, 
and would obferve them daily, and regifter their 
obfervations 5 for confidering the turn to philo- 
fophical inquiries, which has obtained in Europe 
for the lafl: fourfcore years, it is incredible how 
very rarely any thing of this kind hath been at- 
tended to- As to my own part, I do not recoiled 
that I have ever feen any obfervations of the heat 
and cold, either in the Eaji or Weji-Indiesy which 
were made by mariners or officers of veffels, ex- 
cept thofe made by Mr. Anfon\ order, on board 
the Centurion, and by Captain Legg on board 
the Severn, which was another fhip of our fqua- 
dron. 

This digreffion I have been in fome meafure 
drawn into, by the confideration of the fine wea- 
ther we met with on the coafl of Peru, even un- 
' der the equinodtial itfelf, but the particularities of 
this weather I have not yet deferibed: I fliall- 
now therefore add, that in this climate every cir- 
Gumftance concurred, that could make the open 
air and the day-fight dcfirable. For in other 
countries the fcorching heat of the fun in fummer 
renders the greater part of the day unapt either 
for labour or amufements and the frequent rains 
arc not lefs troubleforoe in the more temperate 
parts of the yeat. But in this happy climate the 
' ’ ' ' ■ S a ' , fw» 
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fun rarely appears ; Not that the Heavens have 
at any time a dark and gloomy look 5 for there 
is conftantly a chearful grey fky, juft fufficient to 
fereen the fun, and to mitigate the violence of 
its perpendicular rays, without obfeuring the air, 
or tinging the day-light with an unpleafant or 
melancholy hue. By this means all parts of the 
' day are proper for labour or exercife abroad, nor 
is there wanting that rcfreftiment and pleaGng 
refrigeration of the air, which is fometimes pro- 
duced in other climates by rains ; for hefe thfe 
fame effed is brought about, by the frelh breezes 
from the cooler regions to the fouthward. It is 
realonable to fuppofe, that this fortunate com- 
pleiiott of the Heavens is principally owing to 
the neighbourhood of thofe vaft hills, called the 
jindest which running nearly parallel to the lliore, 
and at a froall diftance from it, and extending 
themfelves immenfely higher than atiy other 
mountains upon the globe, form upon their fidfs 
and declivities a prodigious trad of country, 
where, according to the different approaches to 
the fummic, all kinds of climates may at all 
fcafons of the year be found. Thefc mountains, 
by intercepting great part of the eafterrt wintls 
which generally blow over the continent of South 
America^ and by cooling that part of the air which 
forces its way over their tops, and by keeping 
^ixdes a large portion of the atmofphcre perp'e* 
'iually cool, from its contiguity to the fnows with 
covered-, thefe hills, thus fpread- 
^K^'.;1^u.ence ^ of their frozen crefts to the 
(:pafik '1^ of ' are doubf- 

kit 
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kfs the caufe of the temperature and equability 
which condantly prevail there. For vvhen we 
were advanced beyond the equinodlial, where 
thefe mountains left us, and had nothing to fereen 
us to the eaftward, but the highlands on the 
ifth’^ius of Panama, which are but mole-hills to 
the Andes, we then loon found that in a Ihort run 
we had totally changed our climate, palling in 
two or three days from the temperate air of Peru, 
to the fultry burning atmofphere of the Weft-Jndies. 
But it is lime to return to our narration. 

On the loth of November we were three leagues 
South of the fouthermoft Ifland of Lobos, lying 
in the latitude of 6® : 27' South: There are two 
Iflands of this name \ this called Lobss de la Mar % 
and another, which is fituated to the northward of 
it, very much refembling it in lhape and appear- 
ance j and often miftaken for k, called Lobos de 
Tierra. We were now drawing near to the ftation 
appointed to the Gloucejtcr, for which reafon, 
fearing to mifs her, we made an eafy fail all night 
The next morning, at day-break, we few a Ihip 
in |hore, and to windward, plying up the coaft : 
She bad pafled by us with the favour of the night, 
and we foon perceiving her not to be the Glem- 
c0et, got Qur tacks on board, and gave her 
.t^acej bji,|t it proving very, little wind, _fo that 
neither of could make much way, the Com- 
modore o.rd,ered the barge, his pipnace, and the* 
pinnace to bp manned and armed, and to 
the chace, ap4 hoard her. lieutenant 
who conunanded the barge, came up with 
|ier firft, about nine o’clock, and running ^long- 
- 5 ‘ ' .S 3 ridft 
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fide of her, he fired a volley of fraall fbot between 
the mafts, juft over the heads of the people on 
board, and then inftantly entered with the greatcft 
part of his men *, * but the enemy made no rcfift- 
ance, being fofficiently frighted by the dazzling 
of the cutlalTes, and the volley they had juft re- 
ceived. Lieutenant Brett ordered the fails to be 
trimmed, and bore down to the Commodore, 
taking up in his way the two pinnaces. When he 
was got within about four miles of us, he put otf 
in the barge, bringing with him a number of the 
prifoners, who had given him feme material in- 
telligence, which he was defirous the Commodore 
Jhould be acquainted with as foon as poffible. On 
his arrival we learnt, that the prize was called 
J^uefira Senera M Carmin, of about two hundred 
and feventy tuns burthen ; £he was commanded 
by Marm Merenat a native of Venice^ and had on 
board forty-three mariners : She was deep kden 
with fteei, iron, wax, pepper, cedar, plank, fnufF, 
rofarios, European bale goods, powder-blue, cinna- 
,mon, Romifi indulgencies, and other fpecics of 
merchandize : And though this cargo, in our pre- 
fent circumftances, was but of little value to us, 
yet with refpedt to the SpamardSf it was the moft 
jCpinfiderable capture we made in this part of the 
' JW 0 M.S for it amounted to; upwards of 400,000 
doU^s, prime coft at Panama, This ibip was 
bound to CaEse, and had flopped at Pmta in her 
tpaflage, to take in a recruit-^, water -^nd pitwi- 
.fioUs, having left that place not afeiM! 

before flje fell jintoopr,!hjiBMi 5 i ' •' 
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I have mentioned that Mr. Breti had received 
fomc important intelligence, which he endeavoured 
to let the Commodore know immediately. The 
firfl: perfon he learnt it from (though upon fur- 
ther examination it was confirmed by the other 
prifoners) was one John Williams an Irijhfnant 
whom he found on board the Spanifi veflcl. Wil- 
liams was a Papift, who worked his paffiige from 
Cadiz^ and had travelled over all the kingdom of 
Mexico as a pedlar : He pretended, that by this 
bufinefs he had once got 4 or 5000 dollars ; but 
that he was embarrafled by the Priefts, who knew 
he had money, and was at laft ftript of every 
thing he had. He was indeed at prefent all in 
rags, being but juft got out of Bait a gaol, where 
he had been confined for fome mifdemeanori he 
exprefied great joy upon feeing his countrymen,- 
and immediately told them, that, a few days be- 
fore, a veflTel came into Baita, where the mafter 
of her informed the Governor, that he had been 
chafed in the offing by a very large fhip, which 
from her fize, and the colour of her fails, he was 
perfuaded muft be one of the Englip ft^uadron ; 
This we then conjeftured to liave been the Gku- 
cejU&t as we afterwards found it was. The Go- 
vernor, upon examining the Mafter, wSs fully 
fatisfied of his relation, and immediately lent 
away an exprefs to Lima to acquaint the Viceroy 
therewith : And the Royal Officer refiding at 
Buifat appre'hbnlivc of a vifit from the Engltjh^ 
hMi! from his foft hearing of this news, been bufily 
eth|doyed in' removing the king’s treafure and his 
own to'iPla*'!?,' a town wiriiin land, about fourtsen 
S 4 . • leagues 
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leagues diftant. We further learnt from our pri- 
fpners, that there was a very confiderable fum of 
money belonging to fome Merchants of Lima^ 
that was now lodged in the Cuftom-houfe at 
’Paita } and that this was iniended to be j(hippc<i 
on board a vcITel, which was then in the port of 
Paifa, and was preparing to fail y?ith the utmoft 
e^editioDi being bound for the bay of Sowfsnn^e^ 
•on' the CO# of Meme, in order to purchafe apart 
pf the cargo of the Manila jf^ip. As the veficl 
pn, which the money was to be fliipped was 
efteemed a prime failor, and had juft received a 
new coa| of.talloys' on her bottom; and might, in 
tke.^piniqfn of thp prifoners, be able to fail th? 
fu,cce#ing morping;,, the charafter they gayeof 
her, left us little 'teafon to believe that our Chip, 
which had -been in the water near two years, 
could have any chance of coming up with her, if 
■we once fuffered her to cfcape out of the Fort. 
Therefore, as we were now difeovered, and the 


coaft would be foon alarmed, and as our cruifing 
in’ thefe parts any longer would anfwcr no pur- 
pofe j the Commodore relblved to endeavour to 
furprite, the^lace, h#ing firft minutely informed 
himfelfpf its ilrength and condition, and being 
r#sfied, that there was little danger of Ipfing 
' many of byr men in the aftenipt. This attapk 04 
Paitay hefide? ,the trpafurp itp^romjfed us, and it| 
being fbe pnly enterprize it was jn. our pOW<^ tq 
undertake, had thefe' other advMtages sf^ij^ng 
%^at wefliQuld .in all prob|biiijy,iopj^ G(ur, 
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we ihould likewife have an oppormnity of fetting 
our prifoners on ftiore, who were now very nume- 
rous, and made a greater ccnfumption of our tbod 
than our (lock that remained was capable of fur- 
nilhbg long. In all thefe lights the attempt was 
a moft eligible one, and what our necelSties, 
our fituation, and every prudential confideration, 
prompted us to. How it fucceeded, and how far 
?t anfwered our expedlations, fhall be the fubje<^ 
of the following chapter. 


CHAP. VI. 

The taking of Paifa, and our proceedings 
there. 

T he town of Paiia is fityated in the latitude 
of 5®: iz' South on a moft barren foil, 
compofed only of fand and flate : The extent of 
it, may be ^en in the plan of it) is but 
fm^i, containing in all lefs than two hundred 
families. The houfes are only ground floors j the 
walls built ,of fplit cane and mud, and the roofs 
thatched with leaves : Thefe edifices, though ex- 
tremely flight, are abundantly fpflicient for a cli- 
mate, where rain is confidergd as a prodigy, and 
Is not fecn in ipany years : So that it is fand, a 
fmall quantity of rain falling in this country in the 
yi^fir 1728, ruined a great number of buildings, 
which mouldered away, and as it were melted be- 
fore 
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fore it. The inhabitants of Paita are principally 
Indians and black flaves, or at leaft a mixed breed, 
the whites being very few. The port of Pmta^ 
though in reality little more than a bay, isefteem- 
cd the beft on that part of the coaft and is in* 
deed a very fecure and commodious anchorage. 
It is greatly freejuented by all vefEels coming 
from the North i fince here only the fhips from 
jdeapalco, Sonfomate, Reakijn and Panama^ can 
touch and refrefli in their paffage to Callao : And 
the length of thefe voyages (the wind for the 
greateft part of the year being full againft them) 
renders it itnpofliblc to perform them without call- 
ing upon the coaft for a recruit of frefb water. It 
is true, Paita is fmiated on fo parched a fpot, that 
it does not itfelf furnifh a drop of freft water, 
or any kind of greens or provifions, except fiAi 
and a few goats : But there is an Indian town 
called Colan^ about two or three leagues diftant to 
the northward, from whence water, maize, greens, 
fowls, £s?f. are conveyed to Paita on balfas or 


4bats, for the conveniency of the fhips that touch 
here ^ and cattle arc fometimes brought from 
'^ittra,^ a' town which lies about fourteen leagues 
up m the country. The water fetched from Coka 
is wMtilh, and of a difagrceable appearance, but 
IS faid to be very wholefome j for it is pretended 


by the inhabitants, that it runs through large 
woods of farfaparilla, and isfenfihly impregnated 
therewith. This port of PaitOf befides furnifliing 
northern trade bpund to with water and 
, |s the uftsal^pte yyhcfe paffengers 


WrFv ,d*£* 
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embark ■, for, as it was two hundred leagues from 
hence to Callao, the port of Limaf and as the 
wind is generally contrary, the paffage by fea is 
very tedious and fatiguing, but by land there is 
a tolerable good road parallel to the coaft, with 
many ftations and villages for the accommodation 
of travellers. 

It appears by the plan, that the town of Paita 
is itfelf an open place j fo that its foie protec- 
tion and defence is the fort marked (B) in the 
plan, plate the twenty- third. It was of con- 
fequence to us to be well informed of the fa- 
brick and ftrength of this fort j and from the ex- 
amination of our prifoners we found, that there 
were eight pieces of cannon mounted in it, but 
that it had neither ditch nor outwork, being fur- 
rounded by a plain brick wall j and that the gar- 
rifon confiftcd of only one weak company, though 
the town itfelf might polBbly arm three hundred 
men more. 

Mr, Jnfon having informed himfelf of the 
ftrength'of the place, refoived (as hath been faid 
in the preceding chapter) to attempt it that very- 
night. We were then about twelve leagues di- 
ftant from the fhore, far enough to prevent our 
being difcovered s yet not fo far, but that by 
makmg all the fail we could, we might arrive in 
the bay .with our ihips long before day-break. 
However, the Commodore prudently confidered, 
ihat this would be an improper method of pro- 
^ipeding, as our Ihips, being fuch large bodi«Si, 

. be, leafily feen at a diftanpe even in the 

and might thereby darm the Inhabitants, 

and 
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give aa (oppottunity of wnioying their 
saiuablc effe^s. He therefore, as the ftrength of 
the place did not reqaitpoor whole force, refolvcd 
to attempt i.t with qar bojts only, ordering the 
elghteen-oared barge, and our own and the fryaf s 
pinnaces on that fervicc j and having picked opt fif- 
ty-eight men to mann them, well furnilhed with 
arms and ammunition, he entrufted the command 
pf the expedition to ILieutenant and gave him 

his neceffary orders. And the better to prevent, 
the difappointment and confufion which might arilc 
from the 4arknefs of the night, and from the ig- 
norance of the ftreets and paffages of the place, 
tWtrf the Pilots were ordered to attend 

the Lieutenant, who were to ^ondu<5t him to the 
moft convenient landing place, and were after- 
wards to be his guides on Ihore ; and that wc might 
have die greater- fecurity for their behaviour on 
this oCcafion, the Commodca-e took care to aflurc 
our prifoners, that they Ihould all of them be rc- 
kafed, and fet on fhore at this place; provided the 
ig4k)«s adted faithfully ; but in cafe of any roHcon- 
dQiSt.or treachery, he threatened that the Pilots 
-feould be inftantly Ihot, and that he would carry 
.the tsft of the Spaniards, who were on board him, 
pri&ners to England, So that the prifonets tbenir 
felves wets mtcreiled in our fuccefs, and therefore 
we . had no reafon to fufped our Conductors eithc?* 
xd negligence or perhdy. • ' 

Oa this occafioti I cannot but remark afiogidlw 
-^^bomftaiBce of one of thp Pilots c0ij»loycd by'iftt 
buhnefs. * It feems (as we a^wards hstw)- 
been •tafeea-by CAptm^■Cjii^per^(l!i abap^ 

'A jwppt|f 
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twenty years before, and had been obliged to lead 
CUppet-ton and his people to the furprize of T ruxUlo^ 
a town within land to the fouthward ol Faita^ 
where however he contrived to alarm his country- 
men, and to fave them, though the place was 
carried and pillaged. Now that the only two at- 
tempts on fliore, which were made at fo long an 
interval from each other, Ihould be guided by the 
fame perfon, and he too a prilbner both times, 
and forced upon the employ contrary to his incli- 
natioD, is an incident fo very extraordinary, that I 
could not help mentioning it. But to return to 
the matter in hand. 

During our preparations, the Ibips themfelvcs 
flood towards the port with all the fail they could 
make, being fecure that we were yet at too great 
a diftance to be feen. But about ten o’clock at 
night, the Ihips being then within five leagues of 
the place. Lieutenant Brett^ with the boats under 
his command, put off, and arrived at the mouth 
of the bay without being difeovered j though na 
fooner had he entered it, than fome of the peo- 
ple, on board a veflfel riding at anchor there, per- 
ceived him* who inftantly getting into their boat, 
rowed towards the fort, Ihourtng and crying, 
THE English, thb English dogs, ^c. by 
which the whole town was fuddenly alarmed, and 
our people foon obferved feverai lights hurrying 
backwards and forwards in the fort, and other 
marks of the inhabitants being in great 'motion. 
Lieutenant Bntt^ on this, encouraged his men to 
poll brifkiy up, that they might give the enemy 
9& littk ame as poffibk to prepare for their de- 
fence. 
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fence. However, before our boats could reaefr 
the fiiore, the people in the fort had got ready 
fotne of their cannon, and pointed them towards 
the landing-place *, and though in the darknels of 
the night it might be well ftppofed that chsS^e 
had a greater flvare than flcill in their direftion# 
yet the firft Ihot paffed extremely near one of the 
boats, whiftling juft over the heads of the crew. 
This made our people redouble their efforts j fo 
that they had reached the ftiore, and were in part 
difembarked by the time the fecond gun fired. 
As loon as our men landed, they were conduced 
by one of the Spanijh Pilots to the entrance of a 
narrow ftreet, not above fifty yards diftant from 
tile beach, where they were covered from the fire 
of the fort and being formed in the beft man- 
ner th» fliortnefs of the time would allow, they 
' immediately marched for the parade, which was a 
large fquare at the end of this ftreet, the fort be- 
ing one fide of the fquare, and the Governor’s 
houfe another, as may be feen more diftindly in 
the plan, where Hkewife the road they took from 
their landing to the fort is marked out by a pricks 
line. In . this march (though performed with to- 
lerable regularity) the Ihouts and clamours of 
- tbreefcore failors, who had been confined fo long 
on ftiipboard, and were now for the firft time on 
ihore in an enemy’s country, :joyous as they al- 
ways are, when they land, and animated befitl^ 
in the prefent cafe with the hopes of an immenfc 
pillage i the huazas, I jay, this fpirited de- 
.^hmenii joined with the noife of their drums, 
l^ f^vourfd by the night, bad augmented their 

uutiv 



ROUND THE WORLD. 2% 

numbers, in the opinion of the enemy, to at leafi: 
three hundred j by which perfuafion the inhabi- 
tants were fo greatly intimidated, that they were 
much more felicitous about the means of flight 
than of rcfiftance : So that though upon entering 
the parade, our people receiveid a volley from the 
Merchants who owned the treafure then in the 
town, and who, with a few others, had ranged 
themfelves in a gallery that ran round the Gover- 
nor’s hoofe, yet that pofl: was immediately aban- 
doned upon the firft fire made by our people, who 
were thereby left in quiet poffclEon of the parade. 

On this fuccefs Lieutenant Breit divided his 
men into two parties, ordering one of them to 
furround the Governor’s houfe, and, if poflible, 
tofecure the Governor;, whilft he himfelf at the 
head of the other marched to the fort, with an 
intent to force it. But, contrary to his expecta- 
tion, he entered it without oppofition 5 for die 
enemy, on his approach, abandoned it, and made 
their efcape over the wails. By this means the 
whole place was maftered in lefs than a quarter of 
an hour’s time from the firft landing, and with no 
other lofs than that of one man killed on the fpot, 
and two wounded ; one of which was the Spamfi) 
Pilot of the Tmfii who received a flight hruife 
by a ball which grazed on his wrift : Indeed ano- 
ther of the company, the Honourable Mr. 
jfon to the Earl of Albemarle^ had a very narrow 
cfcape i for having on a jockey cap, one fide of 
the peak was fhaved off clofe to his temple by a 
jbaU, which however did him no other injury. 
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Lieutenant Bretty when he had thus far happily 
fttcceededj placed a guard at the fort, and another 
at the Governor’s houfe, and appointed ccntinels 
at all the avenues of the town, both to prevent 
any furprize front the enemy, and to fecure the 
effects in the place from being embezzled. This 
being done, his next care was to feize on the 
Cuftom-houfe, where the treafure lay, and to exa- 
mine if any of the inhabitants remained in the 
town, that he might know what further precau- 
dons it was neceffary to take ; but he foon found 
that the numbers left behind were no ways formi- 
.dable : For the greatcft part of them (being in bed 
whfen the place was furprized) had run away with 
0 much precipitation, that they had not given 
themfelves time to put on their cloaths. In this 
general rout the Governor was nor the lafl: to 
fecure himfelf, for he fled betimes half naked, 
leaving his wife, a young Lady of about feventeen 
years of age, to whom he had been married but 
three or four days, behind him j though Ihe too was 
afterwards carried off in her fhife by a couple of 
centinels, juft as the detachment, ordered to 
inveft the houfe, aitived before it. This efcape 
of the Governor was an unpleafing circumftance^ 
as Mr. Anfen had particularly recommended it to 
Lieutenant Brett to fecure his pcifon, if poitible, 
in hopes that by that means we might be able to 
treat for the ranfom of the place : But it feems 
Jhis alertnefs rendered the execution of thefc oiders 
impradlkable. The few Inhabitants who remain- 
ed were confined in one of the churches under j| 
guard, except fomc ftout Negroes which were 

found 

I I ' ^ 
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jTound in the town 5 thefe, inftead of being fliut up, 
were employed the remaining part of the night to 
afijft in carrying the treafure from the Cuftom- 
houfe and other places to the fort : However, tl.er^ 
was care taken that they ihoUld be always attended 
by a file of mufqueteers: 

, The tranfporting the treafure from the Cuftom-. 
houfe to the fort, viras the principal occupation of 
Mr. Breit’s people, after, he had ,g.ot poffelfion 
of the place. But ihe fallors, while they were 
thus bufied, could not be prevented from entering 
the houles which lay riea,r themj in fearch of pri- 
vate, pillage i where the firft things which occurred 
to thepi, being the cloatljs that the Spaniards iii 
their flight Had left Behind theth, and which, ac^ 
Cording to the cuftom of the country, were moft 
of them either, embroidered or laced, ,our people 
eagerly feized thefb glittering habits, arjd put them 
on over their own dirty trowfers and jacket^ not 
forgejCting, at the. fame time* the tye or bag- wig 
^nd laced hat; which were generally found with 
the cloatHs; and wHen this practice was once 
begun, there Was no preyeriting the whole dc- 
tacHroenc ffdni imitating It : But thofe, who came 
iatcft intd the fafliion, not finding men’s cloaths 
iofficient td equip themlelvcs, were obliged W 
take up with wotrien’s gowns Md petticoats^ which 
(provided there w'as finery eriough) they made no 
fcruple of potting on, and blending with their owii 
grfafy drefs. & that when a party of them thus 
HdicttlOuflf mctamorphofed firft appeared before 
y/, Btett, he Was extremely furprited at the 

T grO' 
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grotefque fight, and could not immediately be fits* 
tisfied they were his' own people. 

Thefe were the tranfactions of our detachment 
on (bore at PaU£^ the firft night ; But to return 
ro what was done on board the' Cehtwim in that 
interval. I rouft obferve, that -after the boats 
were gone off, we lay by till one o’clock in the 
morning, and* then Tuppofitig our detachments 
Be hekr iandingj iw^Tnade an eafy feil for the bay. 
jf^bbut feve'n in'* the morning we began to open 
the bay, and ibon after had a view of the town ; 
and thtough we had no reafon to doubt of the 
fiiccefs -of the ent'erprize, yet it was with great 
JiEiy 'that we difeovered an infallible fignal 
of the certainty of our hopes j this was by 
means of our perfpeflives, for through them we 
few an flag hoifted on the fiag-ftaff of the 
&rt, which- to us was an inbonteftable proof 
that our people were in poflefllon of the place. 
We plied into the bay with as much expedition' 
as the wind, which then blew off lltore,- would 
perbaSt us: And at eleven, the Trya^& boat 
iiame on board us, doaden with dollars and church- 
plate; when the officer who commanded her in- 
formed US’ of the preceding night’s tranfadlions, 
fuch as we have hlready related them. About 
two in the afte.rnoon we ancliorrd in ten fathom 
^nd a halfi at a mile and a half dilUncc from 
die town, and wbre conrcquently near etKJt^h to 
jhave a more immediaite intercourfe with thofe cm 
Ihore. And now we found thdf Mr. BreU had 
Wthertogone on in coUc^ing a'a^ removing thi 
wkfaodt inflsriiiption j bat ilhat the enenhy 
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had rendezvouzed from all parts of the country 
on a hill, at the back of the town, where they 
made no inconfiderable appearance : For amongft 
the reft of their force, there were two hundred 
horfcj feeiniiigly very well armed and mounted, 
and as we conceived, properly trained and regi- 
mented, being furniftied with trumpets, drums, 
and ftandards. Thefe troops paraded about the 
hill with great oftentation, founding their mili- 
tary mufick, and praCtifing every art to intimi- 
date us (as our numbers on Ihore were by this 
time not unknown to them) in hopes that we 
might be induced by our fears to abandon the 
place before the pillage was cpmpleated. But 
tve weie not fo ignorant as to believe, that this 
body of horfe, which feemed to be what the enemy 
principally depended on, would dare to venture 
jn ftreets and>amongfc houfes, even had their num- 
Jbers been three times as large 5 and therefore, not- 
withftanding their menaces, we went on calmly 
as long as the daylight lafted, in fending off the 
treafurc, and in employing the boats to carry 
on board the rt-frefliments, fuch as hogs, fowU, 
iic. which we found here in great abundance. 
However, at night, to prevent any furprize, the 
Commodore fent on Ibcre a reinforcement, who 
polled tbcmfcivcs in all the pailitges leading to the 
parade ; and for their further fecurity, traverfed 
the ftreets with barricadoes fix feet high : But the 
enemy continuing quiet all night, we, at day- 
break, returned again to our labour of loading the 
boats, and fending them oiF. 

T a Bf 
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By this time we were convinced of what con- 
fequence it would have been to uS, had fortune 
feconded the prudent views' of the Commodorcr 
by permitting us to have fecured the Governor. 
For as we found in the place many ftore-hdufes 
fuh’of valuable effefls, which were ufckfs to us 
at prefent, and fuch as we could not find room 
for on board; had the Governor been in our 
power, he would, iri all probability, have treated 
for the ranfom of this merchandife, which would 
have been extremely advantageous both to him 
and Us : Where^, he being now at liberty, and 
having colleded all die force of the country for 
many leagues round, and having even got a body 
of militia from Piara^ which was fourteen leagues 
diftant, he was fo elated with his numbers, and 
fo fond of his new military command, that he 
feemed not to trouble himfclf about the fate of 
his government. So tlm though Mr. jhfon fent 
fcveral meflages to him by fome of the inhabi- 
tants, whom he had taken prilbners, ofiering to 
enter into a treaty for the ranfom of the town and 
goods, giving him, at the fame time, an intima- 
^ fion that we fhould be far from infifting on a 
rigorous equivalent, but perhaps might ht fatif- 
fied with fome live cattle, and a few nccelfaricsr 
for the ufe of the fquadron, threamlng too, that 
if he would not condefeend at Icaft to treat, we 
would fet fire fo Che town, and all the ware- 
houfes: Yet the Governor was fo imprudent and 
arre^ant, that iie defpifed all thefe reiterated ovtfr- 
M did not deign even tor ittum the kail 
te'them.- , 

On 
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On the fecond day, of our being, in pofleflion 
pf the place, feveral negro flaves deferred from 
the enemy on the hill ; and coming into the town, 
voluntarily engaged in our fervice : One of thefe 
was well known to a gentleman on board, who 
remembered him formerly at Panama. We now 
iearnc that the Spaniurdi without the town wearein 
extreme want of water, for many of their flaves 
crept into the place by ftealth, tmd carried away 
feveral jars of water to their mafters on the hill ; 
and though fome of them were feized by our men 
in the attempt, yet the thirft among the enemy 
was lb preflfing, that they continued this pradlice 
till we left the place. On this fecond. day we weie 
affured both by the deferters and by diefe prifon- 
ers we took, that the Spaniards ob die hill, who 
were by this time encreafed to a formidable num- 
ber, had refolved to iftorm the town and fort the 
fucceeding nighty and that .one Gordon, a Scots 
Papift, and Captain of a jfhip in thofe feas, was 
to have the command of this enterprize. How- 
ever, we, notwithftanding, continued fending off 
our boats, and profecuted our work wichowt the 
Icafi: hurry or precipitation till the evening j when 
a reinforcement was again fent on fhore by the 
Commodore, and Lieutenant Brett doubled his 
guards at each of the barricadoes •, and our polls 
jbeing conneded by the means 'of centinels placed 
within call of each oi;Iier, and the whole being 
yifited by frequent rounds, attended with a drum, 
thefd marks of oUc vigilance, which the enemy 
jrould not be ignorant eff, i^s ihef could doubdds 
the drum, df not the ca,lls of the centinels ; 
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thcfe marks, I fay, of oor vigilance, and of our 
readinefs to receive them, cooled their refoludon, 
and made them forget the vaunts of the preceding 
day ; fo that we pafled this fecond night with as 
little moleftation as we had done the firft. 

We had finifKed fending the treafure on board 
the Qnturion the evening before ; fo that the third 
morning, being the 15th of Novmher., the boat^ 
were employed in carrying off the moft valuable 
part of the effedls that remained ii^ the town. 
And the Commodore intending to fail in the af- 
ternoon, he, about ten o’clock, purfuant to hjs 
promife, fent all his prifpnets, amounting to 
eightyrcight, on Ihore, giving orders to Lieute- 
nant Brett to fccure them in one of the churches, 
under a ftridj: guard, till the men were ready to 
be emlarked. Mr. Btstt was at the lame time 
ordered to burn the whole town, except the two 
churches (which by good fortune Hood at finie 
diftance from the houfes) and then he was to aban- 
don the place, and to return on board. Thele 
, orders were pundually com.plied withj for Mr, 
Brett immediately fet his men to work, to diffri- 
bute pitch, tar, and other combuftibles (of which 
great quantities were found here) into houfes fitu- 
^ted in different ffreecs of the town, fo that, thq 
place being fired in many quarters at the famet 
time, the deffrudlion might be more vioknt an4 
fudden, and the enemy, after our tleparture, 
might not be able to extinguifii it. When thefo 
Ijreparations were made, he, in the next place, 
gtni^andcd the* cannon, 'which he found in the 
to bp paUed upj and then-fotting Sre %q 
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t'hofe houfes vsrhich were moft to the windward, 
he cojledted his men and marched towards the 
-beach, where the boats waked to cany them off". 
As that pact of the beach whence he intended to 
■embark was an open place without the town, near 
where the churches are marked in the forementioned 
|>lan, the Spaniards on the hill petceiving he was 
iretreating, refolved to try if they could not pre- 
-cipitate his departure, and thereby lay fome 
foundation for their ftiture boalimg. To this end 
a finall fquadron of their horfe, conGfling of 
about fixty, picked out, as I fuppofe, for this 
fervice, marched down the hill with much feem- 
ing refolution j fo that, had we not entertained 
an adequate opinion of their prowefs, we might 
have imagined, that now we were on the open 
beach with no advantage of fituation, they would 
certainly have charged us : But wp prefumed (and 
we were not miftaken) that this was mere oftenta- 
tion. For, nocwU:hfl.andiHg the pomp and parade 
they at firft came on with, Mr. Brett had no fooncr 
ordered his men to halt and face about, than the 
enemy flopped their career, and never dared to ad- 
vance a ftep further. 

When our people were arrived at their boats, 
and were ready to go on board, they were for 
jfome time retarded, by miffing one of their num- 
ber*, and being unable, on their mutual en- 
quiries amongft eacli other, to inform themfelves 
where he was left, or by what accident he was 
detained* *^key, after a confiderablp delay, refolved 
*0 gqt. into t!ieir boats, and to depart without 
' But when the laft man was aftually em- 
74. barked? 
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barked, and the boats were juft putting off, they 
heard him calling to them to take him in : The 
place was by this time fo thoroughly on fire, and 
the fmoke covered the beach fo effedually, that 
they could fcarcely difcern him, though they heard 
his voice. However, the Lieutenant inftantly or- 
dered one of the boats to bis relief, who found 
him up to the chin in water, for he had waded 
as far as he durft, being extremely frightened with 
the apprehenfiotis of falling into the hands of an 
enemy, enraged, as they doubtlefs were, at the 
pillage and deftruftion of their town. On enquir- 
ing into the caufe of his flaying behind, it was 
found that he had taken that mdrning too large a 
dofe of brandy, which had thrown him'intd fo 
found a fleep, chat he did not awalce till the fire 
came near enough to icofch him. “'He was ftrange- 
ly amazed at firft opening’ h’s eyes, to fee the 
houfes all in a blaze on onq fi'de, and feverail 
niards aqd In^iaiu not far from him' on ' the ocher. 
The greatnefs and fuddepnefs of' his fright inftant- 
ly reduced him |;o a ftatc of fbbnety, and gave 
him fuacient prefenqe of mind to puft through 
the thickeft of the fmqke, as the likelieft means 
to efcape thq' enemy 5 ‘^nd making the beft of 'his 
way to fhe beach, he ran as far ilito the water as 
he durft (for. he could not fwim) before he ventur- 
^lolookbaqk.' -• ■ ■■ ■ • 

, ; f cannot but obftrve here, to the honour of 
our people, that though there were great quanta 
ties of wipe ’ and 'fpirituous liquors found m the 
place, yet this man was the only' one who was 
Itnown to have fo far neglefted’ his duty,, as «o 

' ' ’ ‘ 'ri' 
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get drunk. Indeed, their whole behaviour, while 
they were afliore, was much more regular than 
could well have been expected from failors who 
had been fo long confined to a Ihip : And though 
part of this prudent demeanour muft doubtlefs be 
imputed to the diligence of their Officers, and 
to the excellent difeipline to which they had been 
conftantly inured on board the Commodom, yet 
it was doubtlefs no fmail repuration to the men, 
that they Ihould generally refrjin from in.iulgmg 
themfelves in thofe intoxicating liquors, wiilch they 
found ready to their hands at almoft every ware- 
houfe. 

Having mentioned this fingk inftance of dnink- 
ennefs, I cannot pafs by another overfight, wlurh 
was likewife the only one of its kind, and which 
was attended with very particular circuraibinces. 
There was an Englijhmmt, who had formerly 
wrougifit as a fliip- carpenter in the yard at Fisrtfi 
mouthy 'but leaving his country, had afterwards 
entered into the Spamjh fervice, and was employ, 
ed by them at the port of and it be- 

ing well known to His friends in Eft^lmd that he 
was then in that part of the world, they put let» 
ters on board the Centmettf direfited to him, 
•This man being then by accident amongft- the 
Spaniards^ who were retired to the hiU at 
lie was ambitious (as it fhould feem) of acquiring 
fome reputation anionglf his new mafters; With 
|his view he came dbnyn unarmed' id a ceotindi 
^f ours, placed ' at fome difttiwir- ftom dis. fort 
towards the enemy, to whom- He^pretendod that 
fce was defirons of furrendeting himfeifi and of 
* ' ' ‘ ' entering 
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entering into our fervice. Our centinel had k 
. cock’d piftol in his hand, but being deceived by 
jthe other’s fair fpeeches, he was fo imprudent as 
to let him approach much nearer than he ought j 
fo that the fhipwright, watching his opportunity, 
ruflied on the centinel, and fehsing his piftol, 
wrenched it out of his hand, and inftantly ran 
away with it up the hill. By this time, two of 
our people, who feeing the fellow advance, had 
fufpefted his intention, yyere ujaking towards him, 
and were thereby prepared to purfue him ; but 
he got to the top of the hjill before they could 
reach him, and then turning about, Bred the 
piftol i whereupon his purfiiers immediately re- 
turned the fire, and though he was af a great 
diftance, and the creft of the hill hid him as foon 
as they had fired, fo that they took it for granted 
they had milled him, yet we afterwards learnt that 
he was Ihot through the body, and had fallen down 
^ead the very next ftep he took after he was out 
of fight. The centinel too, who had been thus 
grofsjy impofed upon, did not efcape unpuniflied j 
fince he was ordered to be feverely whiptfbr being 
thus ftiaraefully furprized upon his poft, and hav- 
ing thereby given an example of careleflhefs, which, 
if followed in other inftances, might prove fatal tq 
JUS all But to return : 

By the time our people had helpied thejr corni- 
fcadc out of the water, and were njaking the beft 
of their way to the fquadron, the , fiames had 
taken pofleffion.of every part of the town, and 
had got , fuch hold, both by means of the com- 
Ibuftibles that had been diftribUted' for that pun- 
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pofe, and by the flightnefs of the materials 0^“ 
which the hoofes were compofed, and their ap- 
titude to take fire, that it was fufficiently apparent, 
no efforts of the enemy (thougJi they flocked 
down in great numbers) could poflibly put a ftop 
to it, or prevent the entire deftrudion of the place, 
and all the merchandize contained therein. A 
whole town on fire at once, efpecially where th? 
buildings burnt with fuch facility and violence, be- 
ing a very fingular fpedacle, Mr. Brett had the 
curiofity to delineate its appearance, together with 
that of the fhips in the harbour, as may be feen in 
the twenty-fourth plate. 

Our detachment under Lieutenant Brett hav- 
ing fafely joil&ed the fquadron, the Commodore 
prepared to leave the place the fame evening. 
He found, when he firft.came into the bay, fix 
vefftls of the enemy at anchor j one whereof was 
the Ihip, wliich, according to our intelligence, 
was to liavc failed with the treafure to the coafl: 
of Mexico, anil wliich, as we were perfuaded flic 
was a good failor, we rcfolved to take with us : 
The others were two Snows, a Bark, and two 
|low gallics of thirty- fix oars a-pie,ce : 'fhefelaft, 
as we were afterwards informed, with many others 
of the fame kind built at divers ports, were 
intended to prevent our landing^ in the neighbour- 
hood of Caika: ¥of the Spaniards, on the fi.rft 
intelligence of our iquadron and its force, ex- 
pefted that we would attempt the city of Lima, 
The Cotonjodpre, having no occafson for thpfc 
pciKfr TOSeils, had ordered the ipaftis of all five 
||'„thC0i m fee cut 'zmj at his. firff arrival » and 
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on his leaving the place they were towed oPt of 
the harbour, and fcuttkd and funk ; and the com- 
mand of the remaining Ihip, called the Solidad^ 
being given to Mr. Hughes the Lieutenant of the 
5^7^/, who had with him a crew of ten men to na- 
vigate her, the fquadron, towards midnight, 
weighed anchor, and failed out of the bay, being 
at prefent augmented to fix fail, that is, the Cen- 
turion, and the Tryal's prize, together with the 
Carmelo, the terefa, the Carmin, and our laft ac- 
quired veflel the Solidad. 

' And now, bcfoEe I entirely quit the account of 
pur tranfaaiom ^t this place, it may not perhaps 
be improper to give a fuccincl relation of the booty 
we got here, and of the lols the"‘^pd:»*«rd!r fuf- 
tained. I have before pbferved, that there were 
great quantities of valuable effects jn the town i 
but as moft of them were whaf we could neither 
difpofe of nor carry away, the total amount of this 
merchandize can only be rudely gueffed at. The 
Spamards, in their reprefeptations fent to the Court 
of Ma^id, t^as we were afterwards alTured) efti- 
mated their whole loft at a milUon apd a half of 
dollars : And when it is confidered, that no fmall 
part of the goods we burnt there were of the richcft 
and moft cxpenfive fpecles, as broad-cloths, filks, 
cambricks, velvets, &?f. I cannot but think their 
valuation fufiiciently moderate. As to ourfpives, 
the acquifition we made, though inconfiderable hi 
'comparifon of what we deftroyed, was yet far from 
defpicablej, for the wrought plafe, ^Hars, stnd 
other coin which fell into our hands, ttmounted to 
upwards of 30,001^^. fterling, befidea feverfl 
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Bracelets, and jewels, whofe incrinfick value we 
could not then determine ; and over and above all 
this, the plunder, which became the property of 
the immediate captors, was very great j fo that 
upon the whole it was by much the moft important 
booty we met with upon that coaft. 

There remains, ftill another matter to be re- 
lated, which, on account of the fignal honour 
which our national charafter in thofe parts has 
thence received, and the reputation which our 
Commodore in particular has thereby acquired, 
merits a diftind and circumftantial dil'cuflion* It 
has been already obferved, that all the prifoners 
taken by us in our preceding prizes were here put 
on fliore, and' difcharged ; amongft: whom there 
were feme perfons of confiderable diftinftion, ef- 
pecially a youth of about fcventeen years of age, 
foft of the Vicc-Prefident of the Council of Ckili. 
As the barbarity of the Buccaneers, and the artful 
ufe the Ecclefiafticks had made of it, had filled 
the natives of thofe countries with the moft, ter- 
rible ideas of the EngUp cruelty j we always 
found our prifoners, at their firft coming on board 
us, to be extremely dejefted, and under great 
horror and anxiety. Particularly this youth 
whom I laft mentioned, having never been from 
home before, Iwnented his captivity in the moft 
moving manner, regretting, in very plaintjve 
ternis, bis parents, his brothers, his fiftets, and 
his native country j erf aH which he vyas fully per- 
fuaded he had fedeca his laft farewel, believing 
tlm he was now devoted, for the remaining part 
Ukf to an abje£l and cruel fervitude. In- 

dosd 
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deed his companions on board, and all the Spam- 
ards that came into our power, had the fame def- 
ponding opinion of their fituation. Mr‘. Anfon 
conftantly exerted his utmoft endeavours to ef- 
face thefe terrifying impreflions they had received 
of us ; always taking care, that as many of the 
principal people amohg them as there was room 
for, Ihould dine at his table by turns ; , and giving 
the ftriflreft orders too, that they lliould at all 
times, and in every circumdance, be treated With 
the utmoft decency and humanity. But notwith- 
ftanding this precaution, .it was generally obferv- 
ed, that the firft day or two they did not quit 
their fear, fufpedting the gentlenefs of their ufagC 
to be only preparatory to fome unihought-of ca- 
lamity. However, being at length convinced of 
•our fincerity, they grew perfedly eafy in their 
fituation, and remarkably chearful, fo that it was 
often difpucable, whether or no they confidered 
their being detained by us as a misfortune. For 
the .youth I have abovementioned, who was near 
two montfis on board us, had at lait fo far con- 
jquercd his melancholy furmifes, and had taken 
foch an affeflion to Mr. Anfon^ aad feemed fo 
much pleafed with the manner of life, totally dif- 
•foent from all he had ever feed before, that it is 
doubtful to me whether, if his own opinion had 
been alked, he would not have preferred a voyage 
to England in the Centurion^ to the being fet on 
fhore at Emta^ where he was at liberty to return 
^ his ©suntry and friends. 
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This conduct of the Commodore to his pTifoners, 
■which was continued without interruption or devia- 
tion, gave them all the highefl: idea of his huma- 
nity and benevolence, and induced them likewifo 
(as mankind are fond of forming general opinions) 
to entertain very favourable thoughts of the whole 
Enghfli Nation. But whatever they might be dif- 
pofed to think of Mr. Anfm before the capture of 
the T ere/h, thar veneration for him was prodigi- 
oufly increafed by his conduiTc towards thofe wo- 
men, whom (as I have already mentioned) he took 
in that veffel : For the leaving them in the poflef- 
fion of their apartments, "the ftriffc orders given to 
prevent all his people on board from approaching 
them, and the permitting the Pilot to ftay ■with 
them as their guardian, were mcafures that feemed 
fd different from what might be expired from an 
enemy and an herctick, that the Spnnhrds cm board, 
though they had themfcives experienced his bene- 
ficence, were furprized at this new inftance of it, 
and the more fo, as all this was done without his 
ever feeing the women, though the two daughters 
were both efteemed handfome, and the youngeft 
was celebrated for her uncommon beauty. The 
women themfelves too were fo fen fible of the obli- 
gations they owed him, for the care and attention 
with which he had protefted them, that they abfo- 
lutdy refufed to go ohfliore atP«V/a, till they had 
been permitted to wait bn'him on board the Cmtu- 
rimt to return him thanks, in perfon. Indeed, aU 
the prifbners left us wttfi the ftrongeiOl: affurances 
of their graceful remembrance of his uncommon 

treatment- 
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treatment. A Jefuit in {>articular, whom the 
Commodore had taken, ahd Who Was an Ecclefi- 
allick of fome diftindiori, could no,t help expref- 
fing himfelf with great thankfulnefs for the civilities 
he and his countrymen had found on boar4, de- 
claring, that he fhould confider it as his duty to' 
do Mr. yinfen juftice at all times ; adding, that his 
ufage of the men prifdners was fuch as could never 
be forgot, and fuch as he could never fail to ac- 
knowledge and recite upon all occafions : But that 
his behaviour to the women was fo extraordinaryj 
and fo extremely honourable, that he doubted all 
the regard due to his own ecclefiaftlcal charader, 
would be fcarcely fufficient to render it credible. 
Indeed we were afterwards inforrheds that he and 
the reft of our prifdners had not been filent on this 
head, but had, both at Lima arid d other places, 
given the greateft encomiums to dur Coriimddore •, 
the Jefuit in particular, as we were toki, having, 
on his account, interpreted in a lax and hypothe- 
tical fenfe that article of his Church, which affcrts 
the impoffibility of hereticks being laved. 

Nor let it ^ imagined, that the imprefllons 
which the Spaniards hence received to our advan- 
tage, is a matter of fmall import’, for, not td‘ 
mepiion fevefal of oiir countrymen who have 
already felt the good eftbds of thefc prepollef- 
ftonsi the Spaniards are a nation, wbofe go<^ 
Opinion of us is doiibtldfs o'f more cdnfequ'encd 
than that of all the' world befides : No’t only as 
ffe commerce we had formerly catried on wit!^ 
^d jpcrba^s may again hereafter, is fo ex- 
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tremely valuable j but alfo as the tranfading it 
does fo immediately depend on the honour and 
good faith of thofe "who are intrufted with its 
management. However, had no national con- 
veniences attended it, the Commodore’s equity 
and good temper would not lefs have deterred 
him from all tyranny and cruelty to thofe, whom 
the fortune of war had put into his hands. I 
{hall only add, that by his conftant attachment 
to thefe humane and prudent maxims, he has ac- 
quired a diftinguilhed reputation amongft the Cwo- 
lian Spaniards^ which is not confined merely to 
the coaft of the South Seas^ but is extended through 
all the Spanifit fetdements in America ; fo that his 
nanie is frequently to be met with in the mouths 
of mod of the Spamjh inhabitants of that pro- 
digious Empire. 


CHAP. Vlt 

From our departure from Pattd to our 
arrival at ^ibo. 


W HEN we got under fail from rfre coaH 
of Paitar which, as i have already db- 
ferved, was about midnight, on the idth of 
vember) we ftood to ihe weftward, and in the 
morning the Commodore gjavc, orders, that the 
whole fquadron Cbould Qjwdd themfelves, to look 
out for the GlmeM> 

U ; tiw 
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the ftation where Captain Mikhel had been dircdl- 
ted to cruifc, and we hourly expeded to get fight 
of him i but the whole day paflcd without feeing 
him. 

And now a jealoufy, which had taken its rife at 
Paita, between thofe who had been commanded 
on ihore for the attack, and thofe who had con- 
tinued on board, grew to fuch a height, that the 
Commodore, being made acquainted with it, 
thought it necelTary to interpole his authority to 
appeafc it. The ground of this animofuy was 
the plunder gotten at Paitay which thofe who had 
adlcd on Ihore had appropriated to themfelves, 
confidering it as a reward for the rifques they had 
run, and the refolution they had fliown in that 
fervice. But thofe, who had remained on board, 
looked on this as a very partial and unjuft proce- 
dure, urging, that had it been left to their choice, 
they fhould have preferred the a6i:ion on Ihore to 
the continuing on board ; that their duty, while 
their comrades were on Ihore, was extremely fa- 
tigriing j for befides the labour of the day, they 
were conftantly under arms all night to fecure the 
prifoners, whofe numbers exceeded their own, 
and of whom it was then neceflary to be extremely 
watchful, to prevent any attempts they might have 
formed in that critical conjuntfture: That upon 
the whole it could not be denied, but that the 
pre&flee qf a fufficient force on board was as ne- 
ceflary^ to the fuccefs of tlie enterprize, as the 
adioji of the others on Ihore, and therefore thofe 
who had continued on board maintained, that they 
eould not be deprived of. their of the flua- 
5 ■ der. 
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der, without manifeft injuftice. Thefe were the 
contefts amongll our men, which were carried on 
with great heat on both Tides; And though the 
plunder in queftion was a very trifle, in compa- 
rifon of the treafure taken in the place, (in which 
there was no doubt but thofe on board had an 
equal right) yet as the obftinacy of failors is not 
always regulated by the importance of the matter 
in difpute, the Commodore thought it neccffary 
to put a Itop to this ferment betimes. Accord^- 
ingly, the morning after our leaving PaUa^ he 
ordered all hands upon the quarter deck ; wherq? 
addreffing himfelf to thofe who had been detached 
on fbore, he commended their behaviour, and 
thanked them for their ferviccs on that occafion : 
But then reprefenting to them the reafons urged, 
by thofe who had continued on board, for an equal 
diftribution of the plunder, he told them, that he 
thought thefe reafons very conclufive, and that 
the expeftations of their comrades were juftly 
founded •, and therefore he infifted, that not only 
the men, but all the officers likewife, who had 
been employed in taking the place, fhould pro- 
duce the whole of their plunder immediately upon 
the quarter-deck; and that it fhould be impar- 
tially divide!^ among the whole crew, in propor- 
tion to each man’s rank and commifllon : And to 
prevent thofe who had been in pofTefTion. of the 
plunder from murmuring at this diminution of 
their lhare, the Commodore added, that as an en- 
couragement to others who might be hereafter 
‘employed on like f^rvices, he would give his en- 
tire fliarc to be diftributed araongft thofe who had 

U 2 been 
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been detached for the atuck of the place. Thuf 
this troublefome affair, which, if permitted to 
have gone on, might perhaps have been attended 
with-mifchievous coirlequences, was by the Com- 
modore’s prudence foon appeafed, to the general 
iatisfaftion of the Ihip’s company : Not but there 
were forae few, whofe felfifh difpofitions were un- 
influenced by the .juftice of this procedure, and 
who were incapable of difcerning the force of 
equity, however glaring, when it tended to de- 
prive them of any part of what they had once got 
into their hands. 

This important birfinefs employed the beft part 
of the day, after we came from Feita. And now, 
at night, having no fight of the Glouc^er, the 
Commodore ordered the fquadron to faring to, 
that we might nqt pafs her in the dark. The next 
morning we again looked out for her, and at ten 
we few a fail, to which we gave chace ; and at 
two in the afternoon we came near enough to dif- 
cover her to be the Ghucefier^ with a fmall veffcl 
in tow. About an hour after, we were joined by 
them 1 and then we learnt that Captain Mtehel^ 
in the whole time of his cruife, had only taken 
two prizes ; one of them being ,a fmall Snow, 
whofe cargoe confifted chiefly of wine, brandy, 
and olives in jars, with about 7000 L in fpecie 5 
and the other a large boat or launch, which the 
toge came up with near the. fliore. 
^he |)rironers on board this alfedged* 

that they were very poor, and tihat th^ir loading 
confilied only of pottooi though the circuta- 
Ifcances in which the bargeTurprized them, ftemed 

'' to' 
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to infinuate that they were more opulent than they 
pretended to be ; for the Gloucefier's people found 
them at dinner upon pigeon-pye, ferved up in 
filver difhes. However, the Officer who com- 
manded the barge having opened feveral of the 
jars on board, to fatisfy his curiofity, and finding 
nothing in them but cotton, he was inclined to be- 
lieve the account the prifoners gave him : But the 
cargoe being taken into the Gloucefier^ and there 
examined more ftridly, they were agreeably fur- 
prized to find, that the whole was a very extraor- 
dinary piece of falfe package j and that there was 
concealed among the cotton, in every jar, a con- 
fiderable quantity of double doubloons and dtd- 
lars, to the amount on the whole of near 12,000/. 
This treafure was going to Paitay and belonged to 
the fame Merchants who were the proprietors of 
the greateft part of the money we had taken there i 
fo that had this boat efcaped the Glmc^sTy it is 
probable her cargoe would have fallen into our 
hands. Befides thefe two prizes which we have 
mentioned, the Glouc^ePs people told us, that 
they had been in fight of two or three other fliips 
df the enemy, which had efcaped them j and one of 
them we had reafon to believe, from fome of our 
intelligence, was of immenfe value. 

Being now joined by the Glmeejler and her 
prize, it was refolved that we fliould ftand to the 
northward, and make the faefl: of our way either 
to Cape St. Lum on Cdiforma, or to Cape 
rimits on the coaft of Mexico, Indeed th6 Com- 
modore, when at Jmn FemmieSy had determined 
wkh hiinfeif to touch in the neighbourhood of 

U 3 Pmma^ 
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Panma^ and to endeavour to get fome corres- 
pondence over-land with the fleet under the com- 
mand of Admiral Pernon. For when we depart- 
ed from England^ we left a large force at Portf- 
mouth^ which was intended to be fcnt to the Weft- 
Indicsy there to be employed in an expedition 
againft fome ot the Spanijh fettlements. And 
Mr. Anfon taking it for granted, that this enter- 
prize had Succeeded, and that Porto Bello perhaps 
might be then garrifoned by Briiijb troops, he 
hoped, that on his arrival at the he 

fliould eafily procure an intercourfe with our 
countrymen on the other fide, either by the J«- 
dtans^ who were greatly difpofed in our favour, 
or even by the Spaniards themfelves, fome of 
whom, for proper rewards, might be induced tq 
carry on this intelligence, which, after it was once 
begun, might be continued with very little difE- 
cultyj fo that Mr. Jn/on flattered himfelf, that 
he might by this means have received a reinforce- 
ment of men from the other fide, and that by- 
fettling a prudent plan of operations with our 
Commanders in the Wefi-Indies^ he might have 
taken even Panama itfelf-, which would have given 
to the Britijh Nation the polTeffion of that 
whereby we fliould have been in efFed mafters of 
,^all the treafures of Peru, and, Ihould have had itf 
,pur hands an equivalent for any demands, how- 
eVer extraordinary, which we might haye been, in- 
tJuced' to bav(5 made on either of the branches,. qf 
llie Hoqfe of 

. Such .were the projeds wlijq^ tjie Commodore 
rCYolyed in his thoughts at the.ifiand oi Juan 

'' ' Fer-i 
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Fernandes^ notwkhftanding t!ie feeble condition to 
which he was then reduced. And indeed, had 
the luccels of our force in the Weft Indies been 
aniwerable to the general expedlation, it cannot be 
denied but thefc views would have been the moft 
prudent that could have been thought of. But in 
examining the papers which were found on board 
the Ccmele, the firft prize we took, we learnt 
(though I then omitted to mention it) that our 
attempt agamft Carthagena had failed, and that 
there was no probability that our fleet, in that part 
of tiie world, would engage in any new enter- 
prize, that would at all facilitate this plan. 
Mr. Anfton therefore gave over all hopes of being 
reinforced a-crofs the Ifthnm^ and confequently* 
had no inducement at prefent to proceed to Ar- 
mma^ as he v/as incapable of attacking the place i 
and there was great reafon to believe, that by this 
lime there was a general embargo on all the coaft; 

The only feaflblc meafurc then which was left 
us, was to fleer as foon as pofiible to the fouthern 
pans of CaUf&rnia^ or to the adjacent coaft of 
Mexico^ there to cruife for the Manila Galeon, 
which wc knew was now at fea, bound to the pore 
of Jeapuke, And we doubted not to get on that 
ftation, time enough to intercept her; for this 
ftjiip does not ufuaily arrive at Acapulco till towards 
the middle of January^ and we were now but in 
' the middle of Novemhcf i and did not conceive that 
our paiTaipe thither would cofl us above a month 
or five weeks ; fo that wc imagined, we had near 
twice as .much time as was neceffary for our pur- 
pofe. In 4 «»d there was a bufineia which we Ibre- 
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faw would occafion fome delay, but we flattered 
Ourfelves that it would be difpatched in four or 
five days, and therefore could not interrupt our 
projed. This was the recruiting of our water ; 
for the number of prifoners we had entertained on 
board, fince our leaving the Ifland of Fernandes., 
had fo far exhaufted our ftock, that it was impoi- 
fible to think of venturing upon this paflage to 
the coaft of Mexico, till .we had procured a frelh 
fuppiyi efpeciajly as at Paita, where we had 
fome hopes of getting a quantity, we did not find 
enough for our confumption during our flay there. 
It was for fome time a matter of deliberation, 
where we fliould take in this neccfiary article} 
but by confulting the accounts of former Naviga- 
tofs, and examining our prifoners, we at laft rc- 
folved for the Ifland of ^iho, fituated « the 
tnontSi of the bay of Panama -• Nor was it but on 
good grounds that the Commodore conceived this 
to be the propereffc place for watering the fqua- 
droni Indeed, there was a fmall Ifland called 
Cocos, which was lefs out of our way than 
where Ibme of the Buccaneers have pretended they 
found water : but none of our prifoners knew any 
thing of it, and it was thought too dangerous to 
rifque the fafety of the Iquadron, by expofii^our- 
fc^ves to the hazard of not meeting with watcar 
when we came there, on the mere authority 
ttefe legendary writers, of whole mifreprefenta* 
dons and falfities we had alipoft daily csqwience. 
BeUaei, by going to ^0o we were not without 
hOj^ that fome of the enemies ftiips bound tchop 
#ight fall into ow hand^ particu* 

ktif 
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iarly fuch of them as were put to fea, before they 
had any intelligence of our fquadron. 

Determined therefore by thefe reafons for 
■we diredted our courfe northward, being eight fail 
in company, and confequently having the appear- 
ance of a very formidable fleet; and on the i9thj 
at day- break, we difcovered Cape Blanc0, bearing 
S. S. E. 4- E. feven miles diftant. This Cape lies 
in the latitude of 40°; 1 5' South, and is always 
made by (hips bound either to windward or to lee- 
ward ; fo that off this Cape is a moft excellent fla,- 
tion to cruife upon the enemy. By this time we 
found that our laft prize, the Sohdad^ was far from' 
anfwering the charafter given her of a good failor; 
and fhe and the Santa Terefa delaying us confide- 
rabiy, the Commodore commanded them both to 
be cleascd of every thing that might prove ufeful 
to the reft of the fhips, and then to be burnt ; and 
having giveo proper inftrudbions, and a rendezvous 
to tht Gkucejiera.tid the other prisne, we proceeded 
in our courfe for ; and on the zzd in the morn- 
ing, faw the Ifland of Plata, bearing Eaft, diftant 
four leagues. Here one of our prizes was ordered 
to ftand clofe in with it, b6th to difcover if there 
wft’e any Ihips between that Ifland and the Conti- 
nent, and likewife to look out for a ftream of freflj 
water, which was reported to be there, and which 
■would have faved us the trouble of going to 5 
but fhe returned without having fecn any Ihip, or 
finding any water. At three in the afternoon, point 
Mauta bord S. E. by E. feven miles diftant^ and 
there bej^g a town of the fame name in the nd^ 
bsurhood. Captain Mitthel took this opiportuniiy ■ 
of leading away feveral of his prifimqrs from the 

Chmfiar 
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Ghttcefitr in the Spantflt launch. The boats were 
now daily employed in diftributing provifions on 
board our prizes, to complete their ttock for fix 
months: And that the Cerituricn might be the bet- 
ter prepared to give the Manila ihip (one of which 
we were told was of an immenfe lize) a warm re- 
ception, the Carpenters were ordered to fix eight 
ftocks in the main and fore-tops, which were pro- 
perly fitted for the mounting of fwivel guns. 

On the 25th we had a fight of the Ifland of 
Gallo^ bearing E. S. E. 4 E. four leagues dillant ; 
and from hence we crofifed the bay of Panmna with 
a N. W, (xjurfe, hoping that this would have car- 
ried us in a dircS: line to the Ifland of But 

we afterwards found that we ought to have flood 
more to the weftward ; for the winds in a ftiort time 
began to incline to that quarter, and made 4 t diffi- 
cult to gain the Ifland. After palling the equinoc- 
tial, (which we did on the 22d) and leaving the 
neighbourhood of the Cordilleras^ and ftanding more 
and more towards the Ifthmus^ where the communi- 
cation of the atmolphere to the eaftward and the 
weftward was no longer interrupted, we found in 
very few days an extraordinary alteration in the 
dimate. For inftead of that uniform temperature, 
idiefe neither the.excefs of heat or cold was to be 
complained of, we had now, for feveral days toge- 
thir* dofe and fultry weather, refembling whac we 
h*id bfelbre met with on the coaft of and ih’ 
pilKir p^ bettveen the trofsics on the aMtetw 

We had befides fretpieafdtotf and 
we at feft aforijw «crtl 4 e«ldgh> 
tlici’^iiie, of 

^ ' ’ but 
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but obferving that it attended us to the latitude of 
feven degrees North, we were at length induced to 
believe, that the ftormy feafon, or as the Spaniards 
call i.t the Vandevals, was not yet over ; thovgh 
many writers, particularly Captain Shelvocke, pofi- 
tively aflert, that this feafon begins in June, and is 
ended in Novemher and our piifoners all affirmed 
the fame thing. But perhaps its end may not be 
always conftant, and it miglit lafl: this year longer 
than ufual. 

On the 27th, Captain Mitihel having finifhed 
the clearing of his largeft prize, ffie was fcmiled, 
and fet on fire ; but we ftill confillcd of five fhips, 
and were fortunate enough to find them all good 
fdilors ; fo that we never occafiontd any delay to 
each other. Being now in a rainy climate, which 
we had been long difufed to, we found it neceffary 
to caulk the decks and fidcs of the Ceniurion, to 
prevent the rain water from running into her. 

On the gd of December we had a view of the 
Iftand of ^ibo j the Eaft end of which then bore 
frona us N. N. W. four leagues diftanr, and the 
Ifland of ^iicara W. N. W. about the fame dif- 
fance. Here we ftruck ground with fixty five fa- 
thom of line, the bottom confifling of grey fand, 
with black fpecks. There is inferted, in the 28th 
plate (being contained in the fame plate with the 
view of the hill of Pelaplm ) a view of thofe two 
Iflands, where (a) wprefents the S. E. end d^ibo, 
bearing N. by W. four leagues diftantj and 
tbb Ifland of ^kara, which bears from the point 
(a} W. S. W. 4 S- is dlftant from It foaf 
leagued, the point (a) being itfelf In the latitude crif 
SMS' North. When we kd got %ht 
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the land, we found the wind to hang wefterly ; and 
therefore, night coming on, we thought it advife- 
able to ftand off till morning, as there are faid to 
be fome fhoals in the entrance of the channel. At 
IBx the next morning point Mariato bore N. E. N. 
three or four leagues diftant. In weathering this 
point all the fquadron except the Cenlurion^ were 
very near it j and the Gloucefi&r being the leetvard- 
moft fhip, was forced to tack and ftand to the 
Ibuthward, fo that we loft fight of her. At nine, 
the Ifland of ^ebaco boreN. W. by N. four leagues 
diftant \ but the wind ftill proving unfavourable, 
we were obliged to ply on and off for the fuccced- 
ing twenty-four hours, and were frequently taken 
aback. However, at eleven the next morning, the 
wind happily fettled in the S. S. W. and we bore 
away for the S. S. E. end of the Ifland, and about 
three in .the afternoon entered the Canal Bmno, paf- 
fing round a Ihoal which ftretches off about two 
miles from • the South point of the Ifland. This 
Canal Bueno or. Good Channel, is at leaft fix miles 
in breadth \ and as we bad the wind large, we kept 
in a good depth of water, generally from twenty- 
eight Or thirty-three fathom, and came not within 
a mile and a half diftance of the breakers *, though, 
in all probability, if it had becnneceffary, we'mighc 
have yentured much nearer, without incurring tfic 
le^ danger. A t feven in the evening we anchored 
m tl»^'three fathom muddy ground.*, the South ’ 
the Ifland bearing S. E. Jby.Sv a ren?ark- 
parp.of the Ifland W. byN. aodth^.Ifland 
ar^ived;-^ this’, Ifland 

14 re^rltd «>' cfac ..cnfeilioe;., , 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Our proceedings at with an account of 

the place, 

T he next morning, after our anchoring, 
an officer was diipatched on fliore to dilcover 
the watering-place, who having found it, returned 
before noon ; and then we fent the long-boat for a 
load of water, and at the fame time we weighed 
and flood farther in with our fhips. At two we 
came again to an anchor in twenty-two fathom, 
with a rough bottom of gravel intermixed with 
broken fliells, the watering-place now bearing from 
us N. W.. [- N. only three quarters of a mile dif-r 
tant, A plan of the road where we lay and of the 
Eaftend of the Hland is to be feen in the 20th plate, 
where the foundings are laid down, fuch as we 
found them, the latitude of the S. E, point of the 
Idand being, as hath been already mentioned, j?* 
20' North. 

This liland of ^iho is extremely convenient for 
wooding and wateiing -, fince the trees grow clofe 
to the high-water mark, and a large rapid ftream of 
freffi water runs over the fandy beach into the fea : 
So that we were little more than two days in laying 
in all the wood and water we wanted. The whole 
ifland is of a very moderate height, excepting one 
part. It confifts of a continued wood fpread ail over 
the whole fuiface of the country, Whish pref^rves its 
verdure the year round. Amongft the other wood, 
we found there abundance' of, caffia;, and a few 
iitnc-trecs. It appeared fingidar to us, that co'nfl- 
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dering the climate and the fhelter, we fliould fee no 
other birds than parrots, parroquets, and mack- 
aws ; indeed of thefe laft there were prodigious 
flights. Next to thefe birds, the animals we found 
in moft plenty were monkeys and guanos, and 
thefe we frequently killed for food j tor notwich- 
ftanding there v/ere many herds of deer upon the 
place, yet the djlEculty of penetrating the woods 
prevented our coming near them ; ib that though 
we faw them often, we killed only two during our 
ftay. Our prifoners alTured us, that this Ifland 
abounded with tygers j and we did once difeover 
the print of a tyger’s paw upon the beach, but the 
tygers themfelves we never faw. The Spaniards too 
informed us, that there was frequently found in riie 
woods a moft mifehievous ferpent, called the flying 
fnake, which they faid darted itfelf from the boughs 
of trees on either man or beaft that came within its 
reach 5 and whofe fling they believed to be inevi-' 
table death. Befides thefe dangerous land*ani- 
roals, the fea hereabouts is infefted with great num- 
bers of alligators of an extraordinary fize j and we 
often obferved a large kind of flat 6fh, jumping 
a confiderable height out of the water, which we 
fuppofed to be the fifh that is faid frequently to de- 
ftroy the pearl divers, by clafping them in its fins as 
they rife from the bottom ; and we were told that 
the divers, for their fecurity, are now always armed 
with a fharp knife, which, when they are entangled, 
they flick into the belly of the fiOj, and thereby 
jJifengage themfelves from its embrace:^ ’ , 

Whilft the Ihip continued jiere at apchbr,, the 
Cbwipodore, attended by of ius oIBcer^,, 
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went in a boat to CKamine a bay which lay to the 
northward ; and they afterwards ranged all along 
the eaftern fide of the Ifland. And in the places 
where they put on fliore in the courfe of this expe- 
dition, they generally found the foil to be extremely 
rich, and met with great plenty of excellent water. 
In particular, near the N. E, point of the Illand,> 
they difeovered a natural cafeade, which furpafled, 
as they conceived, every thing of this kind, which 
human art or induftry hath hitherto produced. It 
was a river of tranfparent water, about forty yards 
wide, which rolled down a declivity of near a hun- 
dred and fifty in length. The channel it fell in was 
very irregular *, for it was entirely compofed of 
rock, both its fides and bottom being made up of 
large detached blocks ; and by tbefe the courfe of 
the water was frequently interrupted : For in fbme 
parts it ran Hoping with a rapid but uniform mo- 
tion, while in otliers it fumbled over the ledges of 
rocks with a perpendicular defeent. All the neigh- 
bourhood of this ftream was a fine wood j and even 
the huge maffes of rock which overhung the wa- 
ter, and which, by their various projedtions, form- 
ed the inequalities of the channel, were covered 
with lofty foreft trees. Whilft the Commodore 
with thofe accompanying him, were attentively 
viewing this place, and were remarking the differ- 
ent blendings of the water, the rocks, and the 
wood, there came in fight (as it were ftitl to height- 
en and animate,tbe profpeft) a prodigious flight of 
mackaws, which hovering over this fpot, and often 
wheeling and playing on the wing about it, alfordr 
ed a moft brilliant appearance, by the glittering of 
the fun on- their variegated plumage ^ that fome 

of 
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of the fpedators cannot refrain from a kind of tranl^ 
port, when they recount the complicated beauties 
which occurred in this extraordinary water-fall. 

In this expedition, which the boat made along 
the eaftern fide of the Ifland, though they difco. 
vered no inhabitants, yet they law many huts upon 
the Ihore, and great heaps of Ihells of fine mother 
of pearl fcattered up and down in different places : 
Thefe were the remains left by the pearl-filhers, 
from Panama^ who often frequent this place in the 
fummer feafon \ for the pearl oyfters, which are to 
he met with every where in the bay of Panama^ do 
fo abound at that by advancing a very little 

way into the fea, you might ftoop down and reach 
them from the bottom. They are ufually very 
large, and out of curiofity we opened fome of 
them with a view of tafting them, but we found 
them extremely tough and unpalatable. And hav- 
ing mentioned thefe oyfters and the pearl-filhery, 

I muft beg leave to recite’a few particulars relating 
to that fubjed. 

The oyfters moft produdive of pearls arc thole 
found in confiderable depths j for though what are 
taken up by wading near Ihore are of the fame Ipe- 
cies, yet the pearls they contain arc few in num- 
ber, and very fmall. It is faid too, that the pearl 
partakes, in fome degree, of the quality of the bot- 
tom on which the oyfter is lodged ; fo that if the 
bottom be muddy, the pearl is dark and ill coloured. 

The taking up oyfters from great depths fpr the 
fake of their pearls, is a work performed by Negro 
Haves, of which the inhabitants of Pammamd the, 
neighbouring coaft formerly kept vaft numbewS^ 
wb*cb were carefully trained tq this bufincfe, Ti^ 

A ; 'if#; 
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are faid not to be efteenaed compleat divers, till 
they have by degrees been able to protradt their ftay 
under water fo long, that the blood guflies out from 
their nofe, mouth, and ears. And it is tiie tradition 
of the country, that when this accident has once be- 
fallen them, they dive for the future with much 
greater facility than before; and they have no apprc' 
benfion either that any inconvenience can attend it, 
the bleeding generally {topping of irfelf, or that there 
is any probability of their being ever fubjedc to it a 
fecond time. But to return from this digteffion. 

Though the pearl oyfier, as hatli been Lid, was 
incapable of being eaten, yet that defeA was more 
than repaid by the turtle; a dainty which the lea at 
this place furnilhed us with in the greatell plenfy and 
perfrdtion. There are gene, ally leckoned four fpecies 
of turtle 5 that !«, the trunk turtle, the loggerhead, 
the hawkfbill, and the green turtle. The two firffc 
are rank and unwholefome; the hawkfbill (which af- 
fords the tortoife-lhcll) is but indifferent food, though 
better than the other two ; but the green turtle is 
generally efteemed, by the greatelf part of thofe who 
are acquainted with it’s tafte, to be the mod delicious 
of all eatables; and that it is a mofl who’efome food, 
weareampiy convinced by our ownexperiencc; for we 
fed on this laft fpecies, or the green turtle, near four 
months; and confequently, had it been in . any de- 
gree noxious, it’s ill efFcds o.uld not polfildy have 
efcaped us. At this iflaod we caught vvhat quantity 
we pleafed, with great faciiuy ; fur as they are an am- 
phibious animal, and get on Ihore to lay their eggs, 
which they generally depofit in a large hole in the 
(and, juft above the high- w. ter mark, covering 
them up, and leaving them to be hMched by the 

. heat 
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heat of the fun, we ufually difperfed feveral of our 
men along the beach, whofe bufinefs it was to turn 
them on their backs when they came to land j and 
the turtle being thereby prevented from getting away, 
we brought them off at our leifure. By this means 
we not only fecured afufficient flock for the time we 
flayed on the I {land, but we carried a number of 
them with us to fea, which proved of great fervice 
both in lengthening out our ftore of proviffon, and 
in heartening the whole crew with an almoft conftant 
liipply of frefh and palatable food. For the turtle 
being large, they generally weighing about %co lb. 
weight each, tbofc we took with us lalled near a 
month: So that before our ftore was fpenr, we met 
with a frelh recruit on tbecoaft of M?xw, where in 
the heat of the day we often faw great numbers of 
them faft afleep, floating on the furface of the water. 
Upon difeovering them, we ufually fent out our boat 
with a man in the bow, who was a dextrous diver: 
And as the boat came within a few yards of the turtle,, 
tlie diver plunged into the water, talcing care to rife 
clofe upon it, when feizing the fhell near the tail, and 
preffing down the hinder parts, tiie turtle was thereby 
awakened, and began to ftrike with it’s claws, which 
motion fupported both it and the diver till the boat 
came up and took them in. By this managemerM: we 
never wanted turtle for the focceeding four months 
in which we continued at feai and though, when at 
the ifland we had already beenthfee months 

on board, without otherwife puuing tmr feet on 
'fltore, than in the few days we flayed ihere (except 
thofc employed in the. attack, at iPaifa) yet in the 
''Whdle feveii months, froth ourieawing JuanF&mm-^ 

buried 
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buried no more in the whole fquadron than two men-, 
a mofl: inconteftable proof that the turtle* on which 
we fed for the laft four months of this term, was at 
leaft innocent, if not fomething more, * 
Confidenng the fcarcity of other provifions on 
fome part of the coafl: of the fouth feas, it appears 
wonderful, that a fpecies of food fo very palatable 
and lalubrious as turtle, and there fo much ab . und- 
ing, {hould be proferibed by the Spaniards as un- 
wholefome, and little lefs than poifonous. Perhaps 
the ftrange appearance of this animal may have been 
the foundation of this ridiculous and fuperftitious 
averfion, which is ftrongly rooted in the inhabitants 
of thofc countries, and of which we had many in- 
ftances during the courfe of this navigation. 1 have 
already obferved, that we put our Spemjh prifoners 
on fliore at Paita, and that the Gloucefter fent theirs 
to Manta j but as we had taken in our prizes fome 
Indian and Negro flaves, we did not difmifs them, 
with their mafters, but continued them on board, as 
our crews were thin, to affift in navigating our fbips. 
Thefc poor people being pofielTed with the prejudices 
of the country they came from, were aftonifbed ac 
our feedihg on turtle, and feemed fully perfuaded 
that it would foon defiroy us ; but finding that none- 
of us died, nor even fuffered in our health by a con- 
tinuation of this diet, they at laft got fo far the bet- 
ter of their averfion, as to be perfuaded to tafte it, to 
■which the abfcnce of all other kinds offrefti provifions 
might not a little contribute. However, it was with 
great reluftance, and very fparingly, that they firft: 
began to eat of it; But the reiifti improving upon 
them by degrees,' they at laft grew extrem^y fond of 
it, and preferred it to every other kind dffopd, and 
X 2 often 
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ofceo felicitated each other on the happy expei iencfi 
they bad acquired, and the luxuiious and plentiful 
repafts it woula always be in their power to procure, 
when they fhould again return back to their country. 
Thofe who are acquainted with the manner of life 
of ihcfe unhappy wretches, need not be told, that 
next to large draughts of fpiiituous liquors, plenty 
of tolerable food is the gieateft joy they know, and 
confequently the difeovering the means of being al- 
ways fupplied with what quantity they pleafed, of 
a food more delicious to the palate than any their 
haughty lords and mailers could indulge in, was 
doubtlefs a circumflance which they confidered as 
the moft fortunate thatcould befall them. After this, 
digreffion, which the prodigious quantity of turtle 
on this Iflaird of ^ibo., and the flore of it we thenre 
took to fea, in fome meafure led me info, I ihall. 
now return to our own proceedings. 

In three days time we had compleated our bufinefs 
at this place, and were extremely impatient to de- 
part, that we might arrive time enough on the coaft 
of Mexico to intercept the Manila galeon. But the 
wind being contrary, detained us a night ; and the 
next day, when we got into the ofBng, whir h we did 
through the fame channel by which we entered, we 
were obliged to keep hovering about the Illand, in 
hopes of getting Gght o£ the Ghucefier, who, as I 
have in the laft chapter mentioned, was feparatt.d. 
&om us on our firft arrival. It was the ninth of De- 
emberf in the morning, when we, put to fea ; and 
ojntinuing to the fouthward of the Mand, lookmg, 
©ttefoEtheG&Wi?#^?*, we, omthe.io^i at five in the 
difcerned'a fmafl «*the northward o£ 

of withu 
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her took her. She proved to be a bark from Pana- 
ma, called the J’fn Nazarem. She had nothing 
■on boa'd but fome oakum, about a ton of rock fait, 
and between 30 and 40/. in fpecie, moll: of if con- 
fiirng of fmall filver money, intended for pur- 
chafing a cargoe of piovifions at Cheri^e, an in- 
confiderable village on the Continent. 

And on occafion of this prize I cannot but obferve 
for the ufe of future cruifers, that had we been in 
want of provifions, we had by this capture an obvi- 
ous method of fupplying ourlelves. For at Ch rips 
there is a conftant ftore of provifions prepared for 
the vefTels who go thither every week from Panama, 
•the market of Panama being chiefly fupplied from 
thence: So that by putting a few ofournands on 
board our prize, we might eafily have ftized a large 
quantity without any hazard, fince Cheripe is a place 
of no ftrength. As provifions are the ftaple com- 
•modity of that place and of it’s neighbourhood, the 
knowledge of this circumflance may be of great ufe 
to fuch cruifers as find their provifions grow fcant, 
and yet are defirous of continuing on that coaft as 
long as poffible. But to return : 

On the 1 2th of December we were at lafi: relii/'ed 
from the perplexity we had fufiered, occafioned by 
^he feparation of the Glcucijler •, for on that day fhe 
joined us, and informed us, that in tacking to the 
fouthwafd, oh our firft arrival, fhe had fprung her- 
fore-top-maft, which had difabled her from working 
to windward, and prevented her from joining as 
fodner. And now we fcuitled and funk fhe Jefu Na- 
&areno, the prize we took laftj and having the 
igreatefl' imptience to get into a proper ftation for 
intercepting the galeon^ we Aood all together 
X 3 to 
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to the weftward, leaving the IQand of ^liioy not- 
■withftandiog all the impediments we met with, about 
nine days after our firft coming in fight of it. 


CHAP. IX. 

From ^ibo to the coafl: of Mexico. 

O N the 1 2th of December we flood from ^ibo 
to the weftward, and the fame day the Com- 
modoie delivered frefh inflrudtions to the Captains 
of the men of war, and the commanders of our 
prizes, appointing them the rendezvoufes they were 
to make, and the courfes they were to fleer in cafe 
of a reparation. And firft, they were diredled to 
ufe all poffible difpatch in getting to the northward 
of the harbour of jeapuho, wheie they were to en- 
deavour to fill in with the land, between the latitudes 
of i8 and 19 degrees j from thence they were to 
beat up the coaft at eight or ten leagues diftance from 
the fhore, till they came a-breaft of Cape Cormtes, in 
the latitude of 20° : 30'. After they arrived there, 
they were to continue cruifing on that flation till the 
14th of February, when they were to depart for the 
middle Ifland of the Tref Meri(is, in the latitude of 
: 25', bearing from Cape Corientes N. W, by N, 
twenty five leagues diftant. And if at this Ifland 
they did not meet the Commodore, they were there 
"to recruit their wood and water, and then immedir 
ately to proceed for the Ifland of Macao, on the coaft 
Gi China. Thefe orders being diftributed to all the 
fhips, we had little doubt of arriving foon upon puy 
intended flation j as we expeaed upon, the increafing 
our, offing,, ftom to faJf jp with the regq^ir 

trade-f 
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trade wind. But, to oar extreme vexation, we weie 
baffled for near a month, dther by tempettuous 
weather from the welkrn quarter, or by dead calms 
and heavy rains, attended with a fultry air ; fo that 
it was the 25th of December before we faw the Ifland 
of Com., which according to our reckoning was only 
a hundred leagues from the Continent; and even 
then wc had the mortification to make fo little way, 
that we did not lofe fight of it again in five days. 

This Ifland we found to be in the latitude of 5® : 
20' N. It has a high hummock towards the weftern 
part, which defcends gradually, and at laft termi- 
nates in a low point to the eaftward. From the 
Ifland of Cocos we flood W. by N. and were till the 
9th of January in running an hundred leagues more. 
We had at firll flattered ourfelve.<!, that the uncer- 
. tain weather and weftern gales we met with were 
owning to the neighbourhood of the Continent ; from 
which, as we got more diflant, we expeded every 
day to be relieved, by falling in with the eaftern 
trade-wind: But as our hopes were fo long baffled, 
and our patience quite exhaufted, we begin at length 
to defpair of fucceeding in the great purpofe we had 
in view, that of interesting the Manila galcon. 
This produced a general dejeiftian amongfl us, as 
-we had at firft confidered the projedt as almoft in- 
fallible, and had indulged ourfllves in the mofl 
^oondlefs' hopes of the advantages we ftiould thence 
receive. However, our defpondency was at laft: 
fomewhat alleviated by a favourable change of the 
wind; for on the 9th of January, a gale fprung 
up the firft time from the N. E. and on this we 
etok the Carmek in tow, as the Gktfcejier did the 
CarmiHi making all the fail wc could to improve 
X 4 the 
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the advantage, becaufe we Ihll furpetSted that it was 
only a temporary gale which would not laft long; 
though the m xr day we had the fatisfadion to find 
that the wind did not only continue in the fame quar- 
t r, but blew with fo much br>fl<ne{s and fleaclinefs 
that we no longer doubted of it’s being the true 
trade-wind, As we now advanced a-pace towards 
our nation, our hopes began again to revive, and 
our former defpair by degrees gave place to more 
fanguine prejudices ; infomuch tliat though the cufto- 
inary fcafon of the anival of the galeon at Acapulco 
was already elapfe j, yet we were by this time unrea- 
fonahlc enough to flatter ouifelves that fome acci- 
dental delay might, for our advantage, lengthen out 
her paffage beyond it’s ufual limits. 

When we got into the trade-wind, jve found no 
alteration in it till the lyth of Ja::uary, when we 
were advanced to the latitude of 12° ; 50', but on 
that da/ it fhifted to the Weflward of the North: 
This change we imputed to our having baled up 
too foon, chough we then efteemed ourfelves full 
Icventy leagues fiom the coaft; whence, and by our 
former experience, we were fully fatisfied that the 
trade-wind doth not take place, but at a confidera- 
ble diftance from the Continenr. After this the wind 
was not fo favourable to us as it had been ; How- 
ever, we.flill continued to advance, and, on the 2d h 
of jatmery, being then to the northward of Acar 
piihOi we tacked and flood to the eaftw^rd, with a 
view of making the land, 

' In the preceding fortnight we caught fome turtle 
oh the furface 6f the water, anti feveral dolphins^ 
fd, Sj and ali)icores. Obe day, as one of the fail- ' 
miner’s "nfi'afes* was EQiih|'|r6nf the of the gib- 

boom, 



ROUND THE WORLD. 3^5 
boom, he loft his hold and dropped into the feai 
and the Ihip, which was then going at the rate of 
fix or feven knots, wf-nt diredly over him; But as 
we had the CaTiiislo in tow, we inftantly called out 
to the people on board her, who threw him over 
feveral ends of ropes, one of which he fortunately 
caught hold of, and twilling it round his arm, he 
was thereby haled into the fhip, without having re- 
ceived any other injury than a wrench in the arm, 
of which he foon recovered. 

When, on the 26th oi January^ we ftood to the 
ejftward, we cKpccled, by our leckonings, to have 
fallen in with the land on die 28th, yet though the 
weather was perfciiily clear, we had no figl.tof it at 
fun-fet, and therefore we continued our courfe, not 
doubting but we ftiould fie it by the next morning. 
About ten at night we di'covered a light on the lar- 
board bow, bearing from us N. N. E. I'he ‘J!ryaV% 
prize too, who was about a mile a head of us, made 
a fignal at the fame time for feeing a fail ; As we 
had none of us any doubt but what we faw was a 
Blip’s light, we were all extremely animated with a 
firm pcrfuafion that it was the Mm\la galeon, which 
had been fo long the objedt of our wifhes: And 
what added to our alacrity, was our expedladon of 
mcetins with two of them inftead of one ; for we 
took it for granted, that the light in view was car- 
ried in the top of one fhip for a' diredlion to hercon- 
Ibrt. We immediately caft off the Catmelo, and 
prefled forward with all our canVafs, making a 
fignal for the Glmafier to do the fame. Thus we 
ichafed the light, keeping all our hands at their re- 
fpeflive qoarters, undef an expedlation of engaging 
within half an hour, as we fonfietimes conceived the 

chace 
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chace K) be about a mile diftant, and at other limes 
to be within reach of our guns 5 for foine on board 
us poficively averred, that befides the light they 
could plainly difcern her fails. The Commodore 
himfelf was fo fully perfuaded that we fliould be 
fjon along-fide of her, that he lent for his firfl: 
Lieutenant, who commanded between decks, an 1 
direfled h-m to fee ail the great guns loaded with 
two round ffiot for the firft broadfiJe, and after that 
with one round fhot and one grape, fl:ri( 5 lly charging 
him, at the fame time, not to fuifer a gun to be 
fired till he, the Commodore, Ibould give orders, 
which he informed the Lieutenant, would not be till 
we arrived within piflol-fbot of the enemy. In this 
conflant and eager attention we continued all night, 
always prefuming that another quarter of an hour 
would bring us tjcp with this Mamh fhip, whole 
wealth, and that of her fuppofed confort, we now 
eflimated by round millions. But when the morn- 
ing broke, and day- light came on, we were moft 
ftrangely and vexatiouHy difappointed, by finding 
that the light which had occafioned all this buftle 
and expedancy, was only a fire .on the fliore. It 
muft be owned, the cirtumfiances of this deception 
weiefo extraordinary as to be fcarcely credible j for, 
by our run during the night, and the diftance of the 
land in the morning, there was no doubt to be made 
hut tins fire, when we firft dilcovercd it, was above 
twenty- five leagues from us; and yet, I klieve, 
there was no petfon on board who doubted of its 
being a fljip’s light, or of its being near at hand. 
It was indeed .upon, a very high mountain, and con- 
thioed burning for , fever4 afterwards; how- 
«vcr-i£was ,tiOtawIcabdj as I ftjppofe, a 

trad); 
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tra£t of ftubble or heath, fet on fire for fome pur- 
pofe of agriculture. 

At fun-rifing, after this mortifying delufion, we 
found ourfelves about nine leagues oflF the land, 
which extended from the N. W. to E. 4- N. On 
this land we obferved two remarkable hummocks, 
fuch as are ufually called paps, which bore North 
from us : Thefe a Spanijh Pilot and two Indianst 
who were the only perfons amongft us that pre- 
tended to have traded in this part of the world, af- 
firmed to be over the harbour of Acapulco. Indeed, 
we very much doubted their knowledge of the coaft; 
for we found thefe paps to be in the latitude of 17°: 
56', whereas thofe over Acapuko are faid to be 77 
degrees only ; and we afterwards found our fufpi- 
cions of their ficill to be well grounded : However, 
they were very confident, and allured us, that the 
height of the mountains was itfelf an infallible mark 
of the harbour; the coaft, as they pretended, though 
falfly, being generally low to the eaftward and weft* 
ward of it. 

Being now in the track of the Manila galeon, it 
was a great doubt with us, as it was near the end of 
January, whether Ihe was or was not arrived : But 
examining onr prilbners about it, they alTured us, 
that Ihe was foraetimes known to come in after the. 

of February \ and they endeavoured to per- 
fuade us, that the fire we had feen on fliore was a 
proof that Ihe was yet at fea; it being cuftomary, 
as they faid, to make ufe of thefe fires as fignals 
for her dircdlion, when Ihe continued longer out 
than ordinary. On this realbning of our prifoners, 
ftrengthened by our, ptopenfity to believe, them in a 
matter which fo, pleafin|l7 flattered our wiflies, we 

refolvcd 
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yefolved to cruife for her fome days ; and we ac- 
cordingly fpread our Ihips at the diflance of twelve 
leagues from the coaft, in fuch a manner that it was 
impofllble (lie (hould pafs us unobfet ' ed : However, 
not feeing her foon, we were tit intervals inclined to 
fufpedl that (he had gained her port already; imd as 
we now began to want a harbour ro re'ieHi our peo- 
ple, the unc;. rtainty of our prcfent fituatioo gave us 
great uneaHnefs, and we were very ftdicitous to get 
fome pofitive intelligence, v.hirh might either fet us 
at liberty to confult our necefijties, if the galcon w.is 
arrived, or might an. mate us to continue our ptefenc 
cruife with ebearfuinefs, -if fliie was not. With this 
view the Commodore, after examining our prifoners 
very particularly, rciblved to fend a boar, under 
colour of the night, into the liarbour ot Accpulco, 
to lee if the Manila fbip was there or not ; one of 
the Indians being very pofitive that this might be 
done without the boat itlelf being difeovered. To 
execute this enterprize, the barge was difpatched 
the 6th of Fih uaiy^ carrying a fufficicnc crew and 
two officers, as alfo a Upanijh Pilot, with the Indian 
who had infilled on the facility of this proji-dt, and 
had undei taken to conduiil it. Our baige did nt-t 
return to us again till the 1 1 th, when the officers 
acquainted Mr. Anfm, tliat, agreeable to our fufpi- 
■cion, there was nothing like a harbour in the pkiCe 
where the Spcn’fij Pilots had at firfl afferted Acapuha 
to He: that after they had fadsfied themfeivcs in this 
particular, they fleered to the eaftward, in hopes of 
difeoverirtg it, and had coafted along fhore thirty- 
two leagues} that in this whole range they met 
€ht«rfly with fandy' beaches of a great length, oVef 
Tea' hroke' with fo violence, that it 

was 
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was impoflible for a boat to land j that at the end of 
their run the / could juft difeover two paps at a very 
areat diftance to the eaftward, which from their 
appearance and their latitude they concluded to be 
thofe in the neighbourhood Q^Jcapulco-, but that not 
having a fufficient quantity of frefli water and pro- 
vifion for their paffage thither and back again, they 
were obliged to return to the Commodore, to ac- 
quaint him with their difappointment. On this in- 
t-lliaence we all made fail to the eaftward, in order 
to get into the neighbourhood of that port; the 
Commodore being determined to fend the barge a 
iecond time upon the fame enterprize, when we were 
arrived within a moderate diftance. Accordingly 
the next day, which was the tath February, we 
being by that time confiderably advanced, the barge 
was again difpatchtcl, and particular inftrufl:ionSr 
given to the olficers to preferve themfelves from be- 
ing feen from the (hore. On the 13th we efpied a 
high land to the eaftward, which was firft imagined 
to be that over the harbour of Acapuko', but we af- 
terwards found that it was the high land of Seguate- 
neio, where there is a fmall harbour, of which we 
ftiall have occafion to make more ample mention 
hereafter. We waited fix days, from the departure 
of our barge, without any news of her, fb tliat wc 
began to- be uneafy for her fafety *, but, on the yth- 
dav, that is, on the 19th of February, flie returned : 
When the officers inlormed tiie Commodore, that 
they had difeovered the harbour of Acapulco, which 
they efteemed to bear from us E. S. E. at leaft fifty 
Isagues.diftant; That on the 17th, about two iu 
the morning, they were got within the Ifland that 
lies at the mouvh of the harbour* and yet- neither 
J. the 
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the Spanijb Pilot, nor the Indian, could give theni 
any information where they then were; but that 
■while they were lying upon their oars in ftiipence 
■what to do, being ignorant that they were then at 
the very place they fjught for, they difcerned a fmall 
light near the furface of the water, on which they in- 
ftantly plied their paddles, and moving as filently as 
poffible towards ic, they found it to be in a fifhing 
canoe, which they furprired, with three Negroes 
that belonged _to it. It feenns the Negroes at fi'll: 
attempted to jump overboard, and being fo near 
the (bore they wouldl eafily have fwam to land ; but 
they were prevented by prcfenting a piece at them, 
on which they readily fubmitted, and were taken in- 
to the barge. The officers further added, that they 
had imtnedia:ely turned the canoe adrift againft the 
face of a rock, v^theie it would inevitably be daChed 
to pieces by the fury of the lea : This they did to 
deceive thofe who perhaps might be fenc from the 
town to fearch after the canoe; for upon feeing feve- 
ral remains of a wreck, they would immediately con- 
clude that the people on board her had been drown- 
ed, and would have no fufpicion of their having fal- 
len into our hands. When the crew of the bar^e had 
taken this precaution, they exerted their utmoft 
ftrength in pulling out to fea, and by dawn of the 
day had gained fuch an offing as rendered it im- 
polTible for them to be feen from the coall. 

Having now gotten the three Negroes in our 
poffeffion, who were not ignorant of the tranfaiUons 
at we were foon fatisfied about the moft 

material points which had long kept us infurpence: 
On examining them we found, that we were indeed 
difkp^jflted in our ex^^ei^ation ©f intercepting ti^ 

, galeOQ 



round THE WORLD. 311: 

galeon before her arrival at Ac&pulco •, but we learnt 
other circutnftances which Hill revived our hopes, 
and which, we then conceived, would more than 
balance the opportunity we had already loft : For 
though our Negroe prifoners informed us that tlie 
galeon arrived at Acapulco on our 9th of -January, 
which was about twenty days before we fell in with 
this coaft ; yet they at the fame time told us, that 
the galeon had delivered her cargo, and was taking 
in water and provifions in order to return, and that 
the Viceroy of Mexico had by proclamation fixed her 
departure from Acapulco to the 14th of March N. S. 
This laft news was moft joyfully received by us, 
fince we had no doubt but (he muft certainly fall in- 
to our hands, and it was much mo-e eligible to ftize 
her on her return than it would have been to have, 
taken her before her arrival, as the fpecies for which 
Ihe had fold her cargoe, and which flie would now 
have on board, would be prodigioufly more to be 
efleemed by us than the targoe itfe'.f; great part 
of which would have peiifhed on our habds, and 
none of it could have been diipofed of by us at lb 
advantageous a mart as Acapulco. 

Thus we were a fecond time eng?ged in an eager 
expeftation of meeting with this Manila fljip, which, 
by the fame of its wealth, we had been taught to 
confider as the moft dtfirable capture that was to be 
made on any part of the ocean. But fince all our 
future projefls will be in feme fort regulated with a 
view to tlie polfeflion of this celebrated galeon, and 
fince the commerce which is carried on by means of 
thefc veflels between the city of Maula and the port 
of Acapulco is perhaps the moft valuable, in propor- 
tion to its quantity, of any in the known woild ; I 
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jQiall endeavour, in the enfuing chapter, to give as 
circumftantial an account as I can of all the particu- 
lars relating thereto, both as it is a matter in which 
I conceive the public to be in fome degree incer- 
efted, and as I flatter myfelf, that from the mate- 
rials which have fallen into my hands, I am enabled 
to deftribe it with more diftrnflnefs than has hitherto 
been done, at kaft in our language. 


CHAP. X. 

An account of the commerce carried otJ 
between the city of Manila on the Ifland 
of Luco>ia, and the port of Acapulco on 
the Coaft of Mexico, 

A bout the end of the 15th century, and 
the beginning of the 1 6th, the fearching af- 
ter new countries, and new branches of commerce, 
was the reigning paffion among feveral of the Eu- 
ropean Princes. But thofe who engaged moft deep- 
ly and fortunately in thefe pusfuits were the Kings 
of Spain and Portup^ali the firft of them having dif- 
covered the immenfe and opulent Continent of Am- 
riea and its adjacent Iflands, whilfl: the othrr, by 
doubling the Cape of Goad H pe, had opened to h’s 
fleets a paflage to the foiuhern coaft of Ajia, ufuaily 
called the Enjl ladies, and by his fecilements in that 
part of the globe, became pofTcfled of many of the 
manofaSures and natural prod unions with which 
it- abounded, and which, for fume ages, had been' 
^ wonder and di light of the owe, poIMhcd and 
J^^ious part of m^kind., , . , ' 
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In the mean time, thefe two Nations of Spain and 
P ortugal, who were thus profecuting the fame views, 
though in different quarters of the world, grew ex- 
tremely jealous of each other, and became appre- 
henfiye of mptual encroachments. Apd therefore 
to quiet their jealoufies, and to enable them with 
more tranquillity to purfue the propagation of the 
Catholick Faith in thefe diftant ‘countries, (they 
having both of them given diftinguifhed marks of 
their zeal for their mother church, by their butchery 
pf innocent Pagans) Pope Alexander VI. granted 
to the Spanijh Crown the property and dominion of 
all places, either already ,difcovered, or that fhould 
be difcovered, an hundred leagues to the weftward 
of the Iflands of Azores leaving all the unknown 
countries to the eaftward of this limit, to the induf- 
try and difquifition of the Fortuguefe : And this 
afterwards removed two Hundred 
,and fjfty leagues more to the weftward, by the agree- 
ment of both nations, it was imagined that this regu- 
lation would have fuppreffed all the feeds of future 
contefts. For the Spaniards prefumed, that the 
Feirtugnefe would be thereby prevepted from med- 
dling with their colonies in America : And the P<?r- 
fugue/einppofQii^ that their £<27? fettlements, 

and particularly the Spice Iflands, which they had 
,then pejfly found out, were for ever fecured from 
apyatcepapts of the Nation. ' ‘ ' 

J^ut it jfwms the infallibiljity of the Holy Fajrl^r 
occalion, deferred Hm, mdforiypt 
.^J^g.h^ore cpnverfant in geography,' he j^a^ n^s 
the Sp^mardSf by,purftiipg their dijp 
cqyeri^ jptHe Weft,,and the.Ptf«^^«(^tt),the Eaft, 
, {night at Jaft, meet; ^yi^^acjh pthep, , and be again 

' embroiled i 
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embroiled as it aftually happened within a fevy- 
years afterwards. For Magellan, an of- 

ficer in the King of Poriugal’s fervice, having re- 
ceived fome difguft from tlic Court, either by the 
defalcation of his pay, or by having his parts, as he 
conceived, too cheaply confidered, he entered intO' 
the fervice of the King of Spain. As he appears to 
Iiave been a man of ability, he was defirous of fig- 
naiizing his talents in fome enterprize, which might 
prove extremely vexatious to his former Mafters^ 
and might teach them to eftimate his worth from the 
greatnefs of the mifchief he brought upon them •, this 
being the mofl: obvious and naairal turn of all fu- 
gitives, more efpecially of thofe, who, being really 
men of capacity, have quitted, their country by rea- 
fonof the fmall account that has been made of them. 
Magellan, in purfuance of thefe vindidiye views, 
knowing that th.t.Porfuguefe confidered their traffic 
to the Spice Hands as their mofl; important acqui- 
fition in the Eaft, refolved with himfclf to inftigate 
the Court of Spain to an attempt, which, by ftill 
puftiing their difcoveries to the weflrward, would 
give them a right to interfere both in the property 
and commerce of thofe renowned countries; and the 
King of Spain approving of this projedt, Magellan,, 
in the year, 1519, fet fail from the port of Sevil, in 
order to carry this enterprize into execution. He 
had with him a confiderabic force, confifling of five 
ftiips, and two hundred and thirty-four men, with 
‘which he ftood for the coafl: of South America^ and 
ranging along fliore, he at length, towtirds the end 
oiOSlaher 1520, had the good fortune to difeov^r 
' dibfe Streights, which have fince been denominated 
him, had wWch opened him a pafiage into 
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llie South- Seas, This, which was the firft part of 
his fcheme, being thus happily accomplillrcd, he, 
after fome ftay on the coaft of Trra, fet fail again 
the weftward, with a view of falling in with the Spice 
Illands, In this extend ve run acrofs the ocean* 
he lirft difcovered the Landrones or Marian Illands » 
and continuing on his courfe, he at length reached 
the Thtli'ppim Iflands, which are the moft eafternpait 
of where, venturing on Ihore in an hoftile man- 

ner, and Ikirmilhing with the Indians, he was flaln. 

By the death of MageVan, his original projed of 
fecuring fome of the Spice Iflands was defeated; for 
thofe who were left in command contented them- 
felves with ranging through them, and purchafing 
fome fpices from the natives ; after which they re- 
turned home round the Cape of Good Hope, being 
tlie firft fliips which had ever furrounded tliis terra- 
queous globe ; and thereby demonftrated, by a pair 
pable experiment obvious to the grolTeft and moft 
vulgar capacity, the reality of its long diljiuted 
fpherical figure. 

But though Spain did not hereby acquire the pro- 
perty of any of the Spice Iflands, yet the difcovery 
of the Philippines, made in this expedition, was 
thought too confiderable to benegleded; fmcethefe 
were not far diftant from thofe places which pror 
duced Spices, and were very well fituated for, the 
Cbinefe Trade, and for the commerce of other parts 
of India, A communication therefore was fqon 
eftabliftied, and- carefully fupported between thefe 
Iliads and theSpaniJh colonies on the coaft of 
Whence the city of Manila (which was built on the 
Ifland <£,ljteonia, the chief of the Philippines X be- 
came in a ftiort, time the mart for all Indian com- 
y 2 ' modities, 
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modities, which were bought up by the inhabitants, 
<and were annually fent to the South-Seas, to be there 
■^nded on their account and the returns of this 
commerce to Manila being principally made in fil- 
ler, the place by degrees grew extremely opulent, 
and it’s trade fo far increafed, as to engage the at- 
tention of the Court of Spain, and to be frequently 
controlled and regulated by royal edicts. 

In the infancy of this trade, it was carried on 
from the port of Calao to the city of Manila, in 
which navigation the trade-wind continually favour- 
ed them j fo that notwithftanding thefe places were 
diftant between three andfourthoufand leagues, yet 
^e voyage was often made in little more than two 
months: But then the return from Manila was ex- 
tremely troublefome and tedious, and is faid to have 
fbmetimes lafted above a twelve-month ; which, if 
they pretend to ply up within the limits of the trade- 
wind, is not at all to be wondered at. Indeed 
though it is afferted, that in their firft voyages they 
were fo imprudent and unfl^lful as to attempt this 
courfej yet that , route was foon laidafide, by the 
advice, as it is -faid, of a Jefuit, who perfuaded 
them to fleer to the northward till they got clear of 
the trade-winds, and then by the favour of the 
Wefterly winds, which generally prevail in high la- 
titudes,; to ftretch away for the coaft of Calif emia. 
This we know hath been the Pradlice for at leafl a 
hundred and fixty years paft*, as Sir fbmas Ceraen- 
'Mp; in the year 1586, engaged ofFthe South-end <£ 
'(Mfmtia a vdTel bound from Manila to the Ameri^ 
Kw coaft. And'-it was in compliance -with ?his new 
Ipim of navigation, and tdfhortenthc run bothbackr 
’Jlwrds apkk^ ^is aomswe® 
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t6 and from Manilay-^^ removed from Callao on t’le 
coaft of Perils to the port of Acapulco on the coaft; of 
Mexico, where it continues fixed to this time, 
p Such was the commencenient, and fuch were the 
early regulations of this commerce i but its prefent 
condition being a much more interefting fubjedt, I 
mull beg leave to dwell longer on this head, and to 
be indulged in a more particular narration, begins- 
ning with a defcription of the Ifland of Luconia, 
and of the port and bay of Manila. 

The Ifland of Lucouia, though fituated in the la- 
titude of 15" North, is efteemed to be in general 
extremely healthy, and the water that is found upon 
it, is faid to be the belt in the world ; It produce^ 
all the fruits of the warm climates, and abounds in a 
moll excellent breed of horfes, fuppofed to be car- 
ried thither firft from Spain : It is very well feated 
for the Indian and Chinefe trade ; and the bay and 
port of Manila, which lies on it’s weftern fide, is 
perhaps the moll remarkable on the whole globe* 
the bay being a large circular bafon,near ten leagues 
in diameter, great part of it entirely land-locked. 
On the call fide of this bay Hands the city of Manila^ 
which is large and populous ; and which, at the 
beginning of this war, was only an open place, it*s 
principal defence confining in a fmall fori^ which 
was alraoft fiirrounded on every, fide by houles j but 
they have lately made confiderable additions to it*s 
fbttifiOations, though I have not yet learnt after 
wjhtat manner.. The port, peculiar to the City, is 
called CaUte, and lies near two leagues to the Ibuth- 
ward,^ and in this port all the employed for 
the tradcare ufuaUy ftMioned- As I have 

never to but dne engraved plan of this bay, and 
Y 3 
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that in an uncommon colledion, I have added, in 
the thirty-third plate, a plan which fell into my 
hands, and which differs confiderably from that al- 
ready publiflied ; ButJ cannot pretend to decide* 
which of the two is moft to be relied on. 

The city of Manila itfelf is m a healthy fituation, 
is well watered, and is in the neighbourhood of a 
very fruitful and plentiful country-, but as the prin- 
cipal bufinefs of this place is it’s trade to Acapulco, 
it. lies under fome difidvantage, from the difficulty 
there is in getting to fea to the eaftward : For the 
pafiage is among Iflands and through channels, 
where the Spaniards, by reafon of their unfkilful- 
nefs in marine affairs, wafte much time, and are of- 
ten in great danger. Thefe inconveniencies will be 
better apprehended by the reader from the draught 
of the Ihand of Luconta, and of its neighbouring 
ifles, (Plate XXVIth) which was taken from the 
enemy, and had been newly drawn and correileci 
but a Ihort rime before. 

The trade carried on from this place to China 
and different parts of India, is principally for fuch 
commodities as are intended to fupply the king- 
doms of Mexico and Fmu Thefe are fpices, all 
forts of Cbineje filks and manufaiffures-, particularly 
filk ftockings, of which I have heard that no lefs 
than fifty thoufand pair were the ufual number 
{hipped in each cargoe j vaft quantities of Indian 
as calUcocs and chints, which are much 
worn in America, together with other minuter ar- 
ticles, as^, goldfmiths work, ' wdiichc' -is princi- 
pally wrought ^t.the city of Manila itfelf by the 
it is faid‘. there-' are -at le$ft; twenty 
w^oonJiantly lefide there,' eitfaer 
' * -as 
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as feivants, manufadlurers, or biokers. All thefeUif- 
fcrent commodities are collected at Manila^ thence 
to be tranfported annually in one or moie fnips to 
|he port of Acapidoo^ in the Kingdom of Mexko. 

This trade to Acapulco is not laid open to all the 
inhabitants of Manila^ but is confined by very par- 
ticular regulations, fomewhat analogous to thofe by 
•which the trade of the regifter fliips from Cadiz to 
the Wejl Indies is reftrained. The fliips employed 
herein are found by the King of Spain, who pays 
the officers and crew •, and the tunnage is divided 
into a certain number of bales, all of the fame fize : 
Thefe are diflributed amongfl: the Convents at Ma- 
nila, but principally to the Jefuits, as a donation, 
to fupport their miffions for the propagation of the 
Cathohek Faith ; and the Convents have thereby 
a right to embark fuch a quantity of goods on 
■board the Manila (hip, as the tunnage of their bales 
amounts to ; or if they chufe not to be concerned in 
trade themfelves, they have the power of felling this 
privilege to othei s : Nor is k uncommon, -when the 
merchant to whom they fell thtirlbareis unprovided 
of a flock, for the Convent to lend him confider- 
able fums of money on bottomiy. 

The trade is by the royal edids limited to a cer. 
tain value, which the, annual cargoe ought not to 
•exceed. Some Spanijb manufcrlpts, I have feen, 
r^ntSon this limitation to be 600,000 dollars ; but 
the annual cargoe does certainly futpafs this fum : 
and though it may be difficult to fix it’s exafl value, 
yet from many comparifons I conclude, that there- 
■turi) cannot be much Ihortof three milHo|i^of dollars* 

"As it is fufficiently obvious, that the greatetl lhare 
•oi the treafure returned from Acaptlcc to Manila^ 

T4 ’ does' 
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does not remain in that place, but is again difperfed 
into different parts of India } and as all European 
Nations have generally efteemed it good policy to 
keep their Ainerican fettlements in an immediate de- 
pendance on the mother country, without permit- 
ting them to carry on diredtly any gainful traffick 
with other powers j thele confiderations have occa- 
lioned many remonflrances to be prefented to the 
Court of Spain againft this Indian trade, allowed to 
the Kingdom <£ Mexico. It has been urged, that the 
lilk man ufaftures of Valencia and other parts of Spain^ 
are hereby greatly prejudiced, and the linens carried 
from Caife much injured in their falet Since thtCbu 
nefe 01ks coming almoftdireSly to Acapulco^ can be 
affordedconfiderablycheaper there than my European 
manufaftures of equal goodnefs; and the cotton from 
xh&Coromandel coaft makes the European linensnearly 
ufelefs. So that the Manila trade renders both Mevr 
CO and Pe ru Icfs dependant upon Spain for a ilipply 
of their neceflities than they ought to be ; and ex- 
haufts thofe countries of a confidferable quantity of 
filver, the greateft part of which, were this trade 
prohibited, would center in Spain, either in payment 
for Spanip commodities, or in gains to the Spanp 
merchant ; Whereas now the only advantage which 
arifes from it is, the enrmhing the Jefuits and a few 
particular perfons befides, at the other extremity of 
the world. Thefe arguments did lo far inHuehed 
Ddh Jofepb Patinhe, who was formerly prime Mi- 
niver, ahd antjnemy to thb jfefuits, that ^out the 
“year lya^ lfe had fdolVed to abolifih this trade, arid 
td haye p^itted m IriMan cqnimQdmcs to be ici- 

ppirite, m xHelWep-^ 

Jk^i &C3epE yfd&i^t.imtthcf by the_ 

' ' ' 'i^ifter ' 
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regifter fhips from Europe. But the powerful un- 
trigues of the Jefuits prevented this regulation from 
taking place. 

This trade from Manila to Acapulco., and back 
again, is ufually carried on in one or at mofl: two 
annual (hips, whicii fet fail from Manila about 
July, and arrive at Acapulco in the December, Ja~ 
nu&ry, or February following; and having there 
difpofed of their efTedts, return for Manila fome 
time in March, where they generally arrive in June > 
fo that the whole voyage takes up very near an en* 
tire year. For this reafon, though there is often no 
more than one Ihip freighted at a time, yet there is 
always one ready for the fea when the other arrives ; 
and therefore the commerce at Manila is provided 
with three or four ftout fhips, that in cafe of any ac- 
cident the trade may not be fufpended. The largeH 
of thefe ftiips, whofe name I have not learnt, isde- 
fcribed as little lefs than one of our firft rat^menof 
war ; and indeed fhe muft be of an enormous fize; 
as it is known, that when the was employed with 
ocher fhips from die fame port, to cruife for our 
China trade, fhe had no lefs than twelve hundred 
men on board. Their other fhips, though far infe- 
rior in bulk to this, are yet ftout large veflels, of the 
burthen of twelve hundred tun and upwards, and 
ufually carry from three hundred and fifty to fix 
hundred hands, paffengers included, with fifty odd 
guns. As thefe aie all King’s fhips, commiffloned 
and paid by him, there is ufually one amongft the 
Captains filled the General, and he carries the royal 
ftandirdof Spain set main-top gallant-inaft-head, ’ 

as we fhall iiioi'e particularly Obferve hereafter. 

Arid now bavmg deforibed the city and port of 
and the fhipping employed by its inhabi- 
tants. 
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tants, it is necefTary to give a more circumfl:antia| 
detail of the navigation from thence to Acafulco. 
The fhip having received her cargo on board, and 
being fitted for the fea, general]/ weighs from the 
mole of Cchte about the middle of taking 
the advantage of the welterly monfoon, which then 
fets irr. It appears by the chait already referred to 
that the getting through the channel called the Boc^ 
cadero, to the eaftward, muft be a troublcfome na- 
vigation, and in faft, it is fometimes the end of 
Augtefi before they compleat it. When they have 
cleared this pafTage, and are difintangled from the 
Iflands, they Hand to the northward of the call, till 
they arrive in the latitude of thirty degrees or up- 
wards, where they expedt to meet with weftcrly 
winds, before which they llrctcli away for the coaft 
of Ccl/fcma. To give a better idea of the track 
which they hold in this navigation, I have inferred 
towaids the latter end of the third book, the copy 
of a manufeript chart, that was taken on board one 
of thefe Ihips, on w'hich I have laid down the par- 
ticular route of this veffel, both in her paflage from 
Manila to Acapulco^ and from At/ipuko back again. 
In this chart (as it was drawn for the ufe of the 
Spanijh General) there are contained all the difeo- 
veries the Manila fhips have at any rime made in 
traverfing the vafl Ocean between the Phik^ine 
Iflands and the coaft of Mexico } whence it appears 
how minute and inconfiderable thofc fragments of 
land are which lie difperfed in that prodigious fea. 
It is indeed moft remarkable, that by the concurrent 
t^itnony of all the Spanifi Navigators, there is not 
one i^rt, nor.ev|5n a tolerable road as yet found out 
th^.PUUppm IQapds and, tl^c, coaft, of a/f- 
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fornia : So that from the time the Manila fhip firfb 
lofes fight of land, (he never lets go her anchor till 
ihe arrives on the coaft of California^ .and very of-\ 
ten not till fhe gets to its fouthermoffc extremity. 
As this voyage is rarely of lefs than fix months 
continuance, and the ftiip is deep laden with tner. 
chandixe and crowded with people it may appear 
wonderful how they can be fuppited with a flock of 
frefh water for fo long a time. The method of 
procuring it is indeed extsemely fingular, and dc- 
ferves a very paiticular recital. 

It is well known to thofe who are acquainted 
with the Spanift) cuftoms in the South Seas, that their 
water is prtfcrved on (hip-bo.iid not in caflcs but in 
earthen jars, which la fome fort refen ible the large 
oil jars we often fee in Europe. Vvhen the Manila 
fhip firft puts to fea, (he takes on board a much 
greater quantity of water than can be flowed be- 
tween decks, and the jars which contain it are hung 
all about the fhroucls and flays, fo as to exhibit at a 
diftance a very odd appearance. Though it is one 
convenience of their jars that they are much more 
manageable than cafks, and are liable to no kekage, 
^unlefs they are broken •, yet it is fufHciendy obvious, 
that a fix, or even a three months ftore of watei, 
could never be flowed in a fliip fo loaded, by any 
management whatever ; and therefore without fome 
other fupply, this navigation could notbeperforraecl. 
A fupply indeed they have, but the reliance upon 
it feems at firft fight fo extremely precarious, tkn 
it is wonderful fuch numbers fliould rifquc the pc- 
riflung by the moft dreadful of all deaths, on the 
expectation of fo cafual a relief. In fhort, their 
only method of recroiting their water is by the rains, 

wh'.c 1 
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which they meet with between the latitudes of 30 
and 40' North, and which they are always prepar* 
ed to catch. For this purpoie they take to fea 
with them a great number of mats, which, when- 
ever the rain defeends, they range flopingly againft 
the gunwale from one end of the fliip to the other* 
their lower edges refting on a large fplit bamboe » 
whence all the water which falls on the mats, drains 
into the bamboe, and by this, as a trough, is con- 
veyed into ajar. And this method of furnilhing 
themfelves with water, however accidental and ex- 
traordinary it may at firft fight appear, hath never 
been known to fail them, but it hath been common 
for them, when their voyage is a little longer than 
ufual, to fill all their water jars Icveral times otcr. 

However, though their diftrefies for frelh water 
are much Ihort of what might be expefted in fo te- 
dious a navigation j yet there are other inconveni- 
ences generally attendant upon a long continuance 
at fea, from which they are not exempted. The 
principal of thefe is the feurvy, which fometimes 
rages with extreme violence, and deftroys great' 
numbers of the people j but at other times their 
paffage to Acapulco (of which alone I would be here 
underftood tolpeak) is performed with little lofs. 

The length of time employed in this paffage, fo 
much beyond what ufually occurs in any other 
kno-Dfii navigation, is perhaps in part to be imputed 
to the indolence and linlkilfulnefs of the SpaniJ^ fail- 
ofS, and to an unnecellary degree of caution, on 
jaefeOce of the great riches of the veffel ; For it is 
that they rarely fet their main-fail in the night, 
oHsitt lie by unnecefiarily. Thus much is rar- 
tals^ tJrist' riie inftruaioiiS' ^eB to their Gaptams 

(which 
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(which I have feen) feem to have been drawn up by 
fuch as were more apprehenfive of too ftrong a gale, 
though favourable, than of the inconveniences and 
mortality attending a lingering and tedious voyage. 
For the Captain is particularly ordered to make his 
paflage in the latitude of 30 degrees, if poflible, 
and to be extremely careful to ftand no farther to 
the northward than is abfolutely neceflary for the 
getting a wefterly wind. This, according to our 
conceptions, appears to be a very abfurd reftridtion ; 
fince It can fcarcely be doubted, but that in the 
higher latitudes the wefterly winds are much fteadi- 
er and brilker, than in the latitude of 30 degrees. 
Indeed the whole condudt of this navigation feems 
liable to very great cenfure. Since, if inftead of 
fteeringE. N.E. into the latitude of 30 degrees, they 
at firft flood N. E. or even ftill more northerly, 
into the latitude of 40 or 45 degrees, in part of 
which coaft the trade-winds would greatly aflift 
them, I doubt not but by this management they 
might confiderably contrail their voyage, and per- 
haps perform it in half the time, which is now al- 
lotted for it. This may in fome meafure be dedu- 
ced from their own journals *, fmce in thofe I have 
feen, it appears, that they are often a month or fix 
weeks after their laying the land, before they get 
into the latitude of 30 degrees ; whereas, with a 
more northerly covirfe, it might eafily be done in 
kfs than a fortnight. ■ Now when they were on<^, 
well advanced to the northward, the wefterly wind,s^ 
would foon blow them over to the., coaft of Cal^ostr 
.apdthey would be tikreby freed f^om the other 
cmbarajgaients, to which they are at prefettt fub- 
jjeaed, c®ly a£theexpcp<»‘Ofta|'cwghr<«and-aiflaff. 

gale. 



Sz 6 Ld. ANSON’S VOYAGE 
gale. This is not merely matter of fpeculation 5 
for I am ctedibly informed, that about the year 
1721, ^French ftiip, by purfuing this courfe, ran 
from the coall of China to the valley of Famkras, 
on thecoaft of Mexito, in lefs than fifty days: But 
it was laid, that notwithllanding the ihorincls of 
her paffage, fhc fuffered piodigioufly by the feurvy, 
fo that fhc had only four ot five of hc.r crew re- 
maining alive when flie arrived in America. 

However, I fliall defcant no longer on the pro- 
bability of performing this voyage in a much fliort- 
er time, but fhall content niyfelf with reciting the 
aftual occurrences of the prefent navigation. The 
Manila fhip having flood fo far to the northward as 
to meet with a wefterly wind, ftretches away nearly 
in the fame latitude for the coaft of California : 
And when Ihe has run into tiie longitude of about 
100 degrees Irom Cape Efpintu Sanio^ fee generally 
finds a plant floating on the lea, which, being called 
Pcira by the Spaniards^ is, I prefume, a fpecies 
of fea-leek. On the fight of this plant they cfleem 
themfelves fufficiently near the Californian feore, 
and immediately ftand to thefouchwaid j and they 
rely fo much on this circumftance, that on the firlt 
difeovery of the plant, the whole fliip’s company 
chant a folemn te Dcum^ efteeming the diflicul- 
ties and hazards of their palTage to be now at an 
cpd i and they conflantly corredt their longitude 
thereby, without ever coming within fight of land. 
After falling in with thefe SiCNs* as they denomj- 
tiate them, they fleer to the fouthward, without 
endeavourtng to approach tlie coaft, till .they, have 
run ipm a bwer latitudes for as there are many- 
.and feme ifeoals, adjacent to California^ the 

extreme 
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extreme caution of the navigators lenders 

them very apprehenfive of being engaged with the 
land ; However, when they draw near its fouthern 
extremity, they venture to hale in, both for the 
fake of making Cape St, Lucas to afeertain theif 
reckoning, and alfo to receive intelligence from 
the Indian inhabitants, whether or no there are any 
enemies on the coaft; and this lad: circumflance, 
which is a paiticular article in the Captain’s in- 
ilrudions, obliges us to mention the late proceed- 
ings of the Jefuits among the California Indians. 

Since the 6rft difeovery of Calforma, there have 
been various wandering Miffionaries who have vi- 
fited it at difteient times, though to little purpofe: 
But of late years the Jefuits, encoui aged and fup- 
ported by a large donation from the Marquis de 
Valero^ a moft munificent bigot, have fixed them- 
felves upon the place, and have there eftablifhed a 
very confiderable miflion. Their principal fcttle- 
ment lies juft within Cape St. Lucas, where they 
have colleded a great number of favages, and have 
endeavoured to inure them to agriculture and other 
mechanic arts : Nor have their efforts; been altoge- 
ther ineffeduaii for they have planted vines attheip 
fettlcmencs with very good fuccefs, fo that they al- 
ready make a confiderable quantity of wine, which 
begins to be efteemed in the neighbouring kingdom 
of Mexico-, it refembling in flavour the inferior 
forts of Madera. 

The Jefuits then being thus firmly rooted on Ca- 
lifornia, they have already extended their jurifdic- 
tion quite acrofs the country from fea to fea, and 
are cndeaA’Ouring to fpread their influence farther to 
the northward \ with which view they have made 

feveral 
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feveral expeditions up the gulf between California 
and Mexico^ in order to difcover the nature of the 
adjacent countries, all which they hope hereafter to 
bring under their power. And being thus occupied 
jn advancing the interefts of their fociety, it is no 
wonder if fome lhare of attention is engaged about 
the fecurity of the Manila fhip, in which their Con- 
vents at Manila are fo deeply concerned. For this 
purpofe there are refrefliments, as fruits, wine, wa- 
ter, conftantly kept in readinefs for her ; and 
there is befides care taken at Cape St. Lucas, to look 
out for any Ihip of the enemy, which might be cruif- 
ing thereto intercept her ; this being a ftation where 
file is conftantly expeded, and where fiie has been 
■often waited for and fought with, though generally 
with little fucceis. In confequence then of the mea- 
fures mutually fettled between the Jefuits of Manila 
and their brethren at California, the Captain of the 
galeon is ordered to fall in with the land to the 
northward'of Cape 5 /. Lucas, where the inhabitants 
aredire6ted, on fight of the veficl, to make the pro- 
per fignals with fires. On difcovering thefe fires, 
the Captain is to fend his launch on ftiore with twen- 
ty men well armed, who are to carr;^ with them 
the letters from the Convents at Manila to the Ca- 
lf ornia Miffionaries, and are to bring back the re- 
frelhments which will be prepared for the Ihip, and 
Hkewife intelligence whether or no there are. ene- 
mies on the coaft.' If the Captain finds, from the 
account which is fcnt him, that he has nothing tq 
fear, he is diredled to proceed for Cape St* Lucas, 
and , thence to Cape Corientes, after which fie is tq 
(pdaft: it along for the port of JcapuUs. 
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The moft ufual time of the arrival of the galeon 
at Acapulco^ is towards the middle ot January ; But 
this navigation is lb uncertain, that Ihe fonietimes 
gets in a month Iboner, and at other times has been 
detained at lea above a month longer. The port of 
Acapulco is by much the fecureft and fineft in all the 
northern part of the Pacije Ocean, being, as it werei 
a bafon furrounded by very high mountains : But 
the town is a moft wretched place, and extremely 
unhealthy, for the air about it is fo pent up by the 
hills that it has fcarcely any circulation. Acapulco is 
befides dellicute of frelh water, except what is 
brought from a confiderable diftance, and is in all 
refpefts fo inconvenient, that except at the time of 
the mart, whilft the Manila galeon is in the port, it 
is almoft deferred. To compenfate m fome mea* 
fure for the fhortnefs of this defcription, I have in^ 
ferted, in the fame plate with the bay of Manila 
above-mentioned, a plan of this town and of it’s 
port and citadel, in which are likewife drawn the 
new works which were added on their firfl: intelli-* 
gence of the equipment of our fquadron. As this 
plan was taken from the Spaniards^ I cannot anfwer 
for it’s a^uracy ; but having feen two or three 
other Spanifi) draughts of the place, I conceive, by 
comparing them together, that this I have here in* 
ferted is not very diftant from the truth* 

When the galeon arrives in this port, Ihe is gene- 
rally moored on it’s weftern fide to the two trees 
marked in the plan, and her cargoe is delivered 
with all poffible expedition. And now the town of 
AeapiAco^ from almoft a folitode, is immediately 
thronged with Merchants from all parts of the king- 
docp of Mmkt, The cargoe being landed and ^f* 

Z pofed 
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pofed of, the filver and the goods intended for Ma- 
mla are taken on board, together with provifions 
and water, and the flrip prepares to put to fea with 
the utmoft expedition. There is indeed no time to 
be lofti for it is anexprefs order to the captain to 
be out of the port of Jcapuko on Ins return, before 
the fifft day of April, JV. S. 

Having mentioned the goods intended for Mawr- 
h, I mud obferve, that the principal return is al- 
ways made in filver, and confequently the reft of 
the cargoe is but of little account ; the other articles, 
befides the filver, being fome cochineal and a few 
fweetmcats,the produce of the American (ettlemcnts, 
together with European millinery ware for the wo- 
men at Manila, and fome Spatiijh wines, fuch as 
tent and Iherry, which are intended for the ufe of 
their Priefts in the adminiftration of the Sacrament. 

And this difference in the cargoe of the Ihip to 
and from Manila, occafions a very remarkable va- 
riety in the manner of equipping her for thefe two 
different voyages. For the galeon, when fhe fets 
fail from Manih, being deep laden with variety of 
bulky goods ; Ihe has not the conveniency of 
mounting her lower tier of guns, but carries them 
in her hold, till flie draws near Cape St. Lucas, and 
is apprehenfive of an enemy. Her hands too are 
as few as is confiltent with the fafety of the (hip, 
that Ihe may be lefs pcflcred by the ftowage of pro- 
ififions. But on her return from Acapulco, as h^r 
cargoe lies in lefs room, her lower tier is (or ought 
to, be) always mou.nced before flie leaves the pore, 
and l^sr crew is augmented wit^i a fupply of faik>r% 
81^4 with phe or, ewp companies of foot, which are 
ij;dj|ndied to reinfijrce the gtrrifon at ^ 

9 ficlcsi 
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iides, there being many Merchants who take their 
paflage to Ma'tUa on board the galeon, her whole 
number of hands on her return is ufually little ftiort of 
fix hundred, all which are eafily provided for by rfia- 
fon of the fmall flowage necelLry for the filver. 

The galeon being thus fitted in order to her re- 
turn, the Captain, on leaving the port of /icaptilcoy 
fleers for the latitude of 13® or 14°, and then con- 
tinues on that parallel, till he gets fight of the Ifland 
of Guam, one of the Ladrones. In this run the 
Captain is paiticularly direded to be careful of the 
fhoals of St. Bartholomew, and of the Ifland of Gaf- 
parico. He is alfo told m his inftrudlions, that to 
prevent his pafiing the Ladrones in the dark, there 
are orders given that, through all the month of June, 
flies Hull be lighted every night on the higheftpalt 
of Guam and Rota, and kept in till the morning. 

At Guam there is a fmall Spamjh garrifon, (as will 
be more particularly mentioned hereafter) purpofely 
intended to fecuie that place for the refrefhnient of 
the galeon, and to yield her all the afllftance in their 
power. However, the danger of the road at Guam 
is fo great, that though the galeon is ordered to call 
there, yet flie rarely flays above a day or two *, but 
getting her water and refrelhments on board as foon 
M poCTible, (he fteers avray direflly for Cape Efpiritu 
Santo, on the Ifland of Samal. Here the Captain is 
again ordered to look out for fignals ; and he is 
t^, fhat Ceildnels will be pofted not only on that 
CkfWt, bpt Ukewife in Cettanduanas, Butufan, Birri- 
and oti the Ifland of Baian. Thefe centi- 
ate infttiifled to make a fire when they difeovef' 
the'lidRi v^trifeh the Captain is catefully to obferve : 
#hfj^afler this firft" fireis- extingmfhed, he per». 

■ Z a ceives 
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ceives that four or more are lighted up again, he is 
then to conclude that there are enemies on the coaft • 
and on this he is immediately to endeavour to fpeak 
with the centinel on fhore, and to procure from him 
more particular intelligence of their force, and of 
the ftation they ciuire in ; purfuant to which, he is 
to regulate his conduil, and to endeavour to gain 
dome fecure port amongft thofe illands, without 
coming in fight of the enemy •, and in cafe he Qiould 
be difcovered when in port, and fliould be appre- 
henfive of an attack, he muft land his treafure, and 
muft take fome of his artillery on (here for its de- 
fence, not negledling to fend frequent and particu- 
lar accounts to the city of Manila of all that pafles. 
But if after the firft fire on flaore, the Captain ob- 
ferves that tv/o others only are made by the centi- 
nels, he is then to conclude that there is nothing to 
fear : And he is to purfue his courfe without in- 
terruption, making the beft of his way to the port 
of Cahite^ which is the port to the city of Manila^ 
and the conftant ftation for all Ihips employed in 
this commerce to Acapulco. 


CHAP. XL 

Our cruife off the port of Acapulco for the 
Manila £hip. 

I HAVE already mentioned, in the ninth chap- 
ter, that the return of our barge from the port 
,qf Acapulco, where fbe had furprized three' Negfo 
fiftiermen, gave os inexpreflible fatisfadioti j as we 
learnt from our prifoners, that the galeon was then 
prepartng co put to fea, and that her departure was 

fixed, 
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fixt'il, by an edi£t of the Viceroy of Mexico, to the 
14th of March, N. S. that is, to the 3d of March, 
according to our reckoning. 

What relaiccl to this Maaila (hip being the matter 
to which we were .nioft attentive, it was neceffarily 
the firft article of our examination ; but having fa- 
tisficd ourfelves upon this head, we then indulged 
our curiofity in enquii ing after other news ; when 
the prifoners informed us, that they had received 
intelligence at Acapulco, of our having plundered 
and burnt the town of Paita ; and that, on this oc- 
caGon, the Governor of Acapulco had augmented 
the fortifications of the place, and had taken fcveral 
precautions to prevent us fiotn forcing our way into 
the harbour that in particular, he had planted a 
guard on the ifland which lies at the harbour’s 
mouth, and that this guard had been withdrawn 
but two nights before the arrival of our barge: So 
that had the barge fucceeded in her firft attempt, 
or had (he arrived at the port the fecond time two 
days fooner, Ihe could fcarcely have avoided being 
feized on •, or if fbe had efcaped, it muft have been 
with the lofs of the greateftpart of her crew, as (he 
would have been under the fire of the guard before 
(he had known her danger. 

The withdrawing of this guard was a circum- 
ftance that gave us much pleafure, fince it feeg|^ 
to demonftratc not only that the enemy had ndliB 
yet difeov^red us, but likewife that they bad ryow 
no farther apprehenfions of our vifiting their cd^. 
'Indeed the prifoners aflured us, that they had no 
Iqi'owlcdge of our being in thofe feas, and that they 
lia^ thcrelbre flattered themfelv^s, that, in the long 
intcryal from our taking of Paifat we had fteered 
Z3 another 
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another courfe. But we did not confiJer the opi- 
nion of thefe Negio prilbners as ib authentick a 
proof or our being hitherto concealed, as the with- 
drawing of the guard from the harbour’s mouth ; 
for this being the aflion of the Governor, was of all 
arguments the moll convincing, as he might be 
fuppofed to have intelligence, with which the reft 
of the inhabitants were unacquainted. 

Satisfied therefore that we were undifcovered, and 
that the day was fixed for the departure of the ga- 
leon from Acapilco \ we made all necellary piepara- 
tions, and waited with the utmoft impatience for the 
important moment. As it was the igth of Fehru 
ary when the barge returned and brought us our in* 
telligence, and the galeon was not to fail till the 3 d 
of March^ the Commodore lefolved to continue the 
greateft part of the intermediate time on his prefent 
ftation, to the weftward of Jcapiilco, conceiving 
that in this fituation tliere would be lefs danger of 
his being fecn from the fliore, which was the only 
Circumftance that could deprive us of the irnmenle 
treafure on which we had at prefent fo eagerly fixed 
our thoughts. During this interval, we were em- 
ployed in fcrqbbing and cleanfing our fliips bot- 
toms, in bringing them into their moft advanta- 
geous trim, and in regulating the orders, fjgnals, 
pofitions, to be obferved, when we flio.uld ar- 
JKoff' Acapulco^ and the time appointed for the 
d^arture of the galeon fhould draw nigh. 

. tt was on the firft of March we made the high 
lands, ufual.ly called the paps over Acapeke, and 
got with all polTible expedition into the fituation pre- 
feri^d by the Commodore’s orders. The diftribur 
lion ouf «d,;jh.is CtCbafton, both for the 

intercepting 
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intercepting theg.jicun, and for avoiding a difcovery 
from the Ihoic, was lb very judicious that it wcli 
merits to be diftinctly deferibed. The order of it 
was thus : The Centurion brought the paps over the 
harbour to bear N. N. E. at fifteen leagues diftance, 
which was a fuffic.ent orfing to prevent our being 
feen by the enemy. To the weliwaid of the Centu- 
rion there was ftationed the Ccr.udo^ and to the eaft- 
ward the 1 'nal'% Prize, the Gloticfficr^ and the Car- 
min : Tltefc were all ranged in a circular line, and 
each (hip was three leagues diftant from the next ; 
fo that the Carmeie and the Carmin, which were the 
two extremes, were twelve leagues removed from 
each other : And as the galeon could, without doubt, 
be difeerned at fix leagues diftance from either extre- 
mity, the whole fweep of our fquadron, within 
which nothing could pafs undifcoveied, was at leali: 
twenty-four leagues in extent i and yet we tvere fo 
conne”cd by our fignals, as to be eafily and fpeedily 
informed of what was feen in any part of the line. 

. To render this difpofition ftill more coinpleat, and 
to prevent even the poffibility of the galeon’s efcap- 
ingus in the night, the two cutters belonging to the 
Centmion and the Gkucefter^ v/ere both manned and 
fent in fhore, and commanded to lie all day at the 
diftance of four or five leagues from the entrance of 
the port, where, by reafon of their fmallnefs, they 
could not pofllbly difeoveredi but in the night 
they were direded to ftand nearer to the harbour’s 
mouth, and as the light of the morning approached 
m come back again to their day-pofts, When the 
outters foould firft difeern the Manila fliip, one of 
tha».^a* ,®o return to the fquadron, and to make a 
%nalj, whether the galeon ftood to the eaftward or 

7 A tQ 
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to the weftward j whilft the other was to follow the 
galeon at a diftance, and if it grew dark, to diredt 
rhefquadron in their chace, by fhewingfalfe fires. 
The particular fituation of each (hip and of the 
cutters, and the bearings from each other, which 
they were to obferve in order to keep their ftations, 
will be better underftood by the delineation exhi- 
bited in the XXVIIth plate; a draught of which 
was delivered to each of the Commanders at the 
fame time with their orders. 

Befides the care we had taken to prevent the ga- 
Jeon from pafiing by us unobferved, we had not been 
inattentive to the means of engaging her to advan- 
tage when we came up with her ; For confidering 
the thinnefs of our crews, and the vaunting accounts 
given by the Spaniards of her fize, her guns, and 
her ftrength, this was aconfideration not to be neg- 
Jedted. As we fuppofed that none of our fliips 
but the CenkirioH and Glmcejler were capable of ly- 
ing along fide of her, we took on board the Cenltt- 
rion all the hands belonging to the C&rmelo and Car- 
except what were juft fufficicnt to navigate thofe 
Jfliips ; and Captain Saunders was ordered to fend 
from the f 'ryal’s prize ten Englijhinen^ and as many 
Negroes, to reinforce the crew of the Gkucejier. 
At the fame time, for the encouragement of our 
Negroes', of which we had a confiderable number on 
board, we promifed them, that on their good be- 
haviour they fhould have their freedom. As they 
had been airooftevery day trained to the management 
of the great guns for the two preceding months, they 
were very well qualified to be of fervicc to us ; and 
^om their hopes of liberty, and in return for the 
feiad' ufage they had met with amongft us, they 

fccmc4 
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feemed difpofed to exert themfelves to the utmoft 
of their power, whenever we fhould have occafion 
for them. 

Being thus prepared for the reception of the ga- 
leon, we expedted, with the utmoft impatience, the 
often mentioned 3d of March, the day fixed for her 
departure. No fooner did that day dawn than we 
were all of us moft eagerly engaged in looking out 
towards Acapulco, from whence neither the cafual 
duties on board nor the calls of hunger could eafily 
divert our eyes ; and we were lb ftrangely prepoP 
felled with the certainty of our intelligence, and with 
an aflfurance of her coming out of port, that fome 
or other amongft us were conftantly imagining that 
they difcovercd one of our cutteis returning with a 
lignal. But, to our extreme vexation, both this 
day and the fucceeding night palled over without 
any news of the galeon : However, we did not 
yet dcfpair, but were all heartily difpofed to flatter 
ourfelvcs, that fome unforefeen accident had inter- 
vened, which’ might have put off her departure for 
a few days ; and fuggeftions of this kind occurred 
in plenty, as we knew that the time fixed by the 
Viceroy for her failing, was often prolonged on the 
petition of the merchants of Mexico. Thus we kept 
up our hopes, and did not abate of our vigilance j 
and as the 7th of March was Sunde^, the beginning 
of Paflion week, which is obferved by the Papifts 
with great ftriftnefs, and a total ceffation frotn all 
kinds of labour, fo that no Ihip is permitted to ftir 
out of port, during the whole week, this quieted 
our apprehenfions for fome time, and difpofed us 
not to cxpeS the galeon till the week following. 
On the Frtdciy in this week our cutters returned to 
psf and the officers on board them were very con- 
fident 
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fident that the galeon was ftill in port j for that ihe 
could not pofiibly have come out but they muft 
have fcen her. The Monday morning , following, 
that is, on the 15th of March, the cutters were 
again ddpatched to their oid ftation, and our hopes 
were once moie indulged in as fanguine prepofleffions 
as before ; but in a week’s time our eagerncfs was 
greatly abated, and a general dcjedion and defpon- 
dency took place in its room. It is true, there were 
fome few ainongf!: us who lliil kept up their fpirits, 
and were very ingenious la finding out reafons to 
fadsfy therafclves, that the difappointmeut we had 
hitherto met with, had only been occafioned by a 
cafual delay of, the galeon, which a few days 
would remove, and not by a total fufpenflon of 
her departure for the whole leafon : But thefe fpe- 
culatlons were not adopted by the generality of our 
people i for they were peifuaded that the enemy 
had, by fome accident, difcovercd our being upon 
the coaft, and had therefore laid an embargo on 
the galeon till next year. And indeed this per- 
fuafion was but too well founded ; for we after- 
wards learnt, that our barge, when fent on the 
difeovery of the port Acapulco, had been feen 
from the Jhore; and that this circumftancc (no 
embarkations but canoes ever frequenting that coaft) 
was to them a fufficient proO'f of the neighbour, 
kiod of our fquadron & on which they ftopped the 
galeon till the fucceeding *year. 

The Commodore himfelf, though he declared not 
Ms opinion, was yet in his own thoughts appre- 
henfive that we were difcovercd, and that the dc- 
pattuc® of the galeon was pot offi and he had, 
ia ootEL^qoence this opinion, formed a- plan &X- 
himfelf of beoatCe he had 00 

doubt 
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<3oubt but the treafure as yet remained in the town, 
even though the orders for difpatching of the galeon 
were countermanded. Indeed the place was too 
well defended to be carried by an open attempt 5 
fince, befidcs the garrifon and the crew of the ga* 
leon, there were in it at leaft a thoufand men well 
armed, who had marched thither as guards to the 
treafurc, when it was brought down from the city 
of Mexico : For the roads thereabouts are fo much 
iafelled either by independent Indians or fugitives, 
that the Spaniards never truft the Giver without an 
armed force to protedt it. BcGdes, had the ftrength 
of the place been lei's conGderable, and fuch as might 
not have appeared fuperior to the efforts of our 
fquadron, yet adeclared attack would have prevented 
us receiving any advantages from it’s fuccefs ; for 
upon the firll difeovery of our fquadron, all the trea- 
fure would have been ordered into the country, and 
in a few hours would have been out of our reach j 
fo that our conqueft would have been only a de- 
folate town, where we fliould have found nothing 
that could in the leaft have countervailed the fair 
tigue and hazard of the undertaking. 

For thefe reafons, the furprifal of the place was 
the only method that could at all anfwcr our purpofe ; 
and therefore the manner in which Mr. A^fon prev 
pofed to condudl this enterprize was, by fetiing fail 
with the fquadron in the evening, time enough 10 
arrive at the port in the night. Aa there is no 
danger on that coaft, he would have ftood boldly 
for the harbour’s mouth, where he expeded to ar- 
rive, and perhaps might have entered, before the 
Spaniards, were acquainted, with his de%ns : As foon 
as he bad run into the harbour, he intended to have 

puftied 
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puflied two hundred of his men on fhore in his boats, 
■who were immediately to attempt the fort marked 
(C) in the plan mentioned in the preceding chapter 5 
whihl: he, the Commodore, with his Ihips, was 
employed in firing upon the town and the other 
batteries. And thefe different operations, which 
would have been executed with gieat regularity, 
could hardly have failed of fuccceding againft an 
enemy, who would have been prevented by the 
fuddennefs of the attack, and by the want of day- 
light, from concerting any meafures for their de- 
fence : So that it was extremely probable that we 
fliould have carried the fort by dorm ; and then the 
other batteries, being open behind, muft have been 
&00 abandoned after which, the town, and it’s 
inhabitants, and all the treafure, muft necelTarily 
have fallen into our hands. For the place is fo 
cooped up with mountains, that it is fcarcely pofii- 
ble to efcape out of ir, but by the great road, mark’d 
(HJHf.) in the plan, which pafles under the fort. 
This was the projeift which the Commodore had 
thus far fettled generally in his thoughts ; but when 
he began to inquire into fuch circumftances as were 
neceflary to be confidered in older to regulate the 
particulars of ic*s execution, he found there was a 
difficulty, which, being infuperable, occafioned the 
enterprize to be laid afide : As on examining the 
prifoners about the winds which prevail near the 
fhore, he learnt (and it was afterwards confirmed by 
the officers of our cutters) that nearer in fhore there 
was always a dead calm for the greateft part of the 
night, and that towards morning, when a gale 
fpirung up, it coiiftantly blew off the land ; fo that 
the fettiftg fdl from our preftiit ftation in the even- 
' ' ing» 
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ing, and aniving at Acapulco before day-light, was 
impofllble. 

This Icheme, as hath been faid, was formed by 
the Commodore, upon a fuppofition that the galeoa 
was detained till the next year : But as this was a 
matter of opinion only, and not founded on intel- 
ligence, and there was a poffibility that fhe might 
ftill put to fea in a fliort time, the Commodore 
thought it prudent to continue cruifing on his pre- 
fent ttation, as long as the neceiTary attention to his 
ftores of wood and water, and to the convenient 
fealbn for his future paflage to China^ would give 
him leave. And therefoie, as the cutters had been 
ordered to remain before Acapuko till the 23d of 
March, the fquadron did not change it’s pofition 
till that day ; when the cutters not appearing, we 
were in Ibme pain for them, apprehending tliey 
might have fuflrered either from the enemy or the 
weather 9 but we were relieved from our concern 
the next morning, when we difcovered them, though 
at a great diftance, and to the leeward of the Iqua- 
dron. We bore down to them and took them up, 
and were informed by them, that, conformable to 
their orders, they had left their ftation the day be- 
fore, without having feen any thing of the galcon j 
and we found, that the reafon of their being fo far 
to the leeward of us was a ftrong current which had 
diiven the whole fquadron to windward. 

And here it is neceffary to mention, that, by in- 
formation which was afterwards received, it ap- 
peared that this prolongation of our croife was a 
very prudent meafure, and afforded us no con- 
temptible chance of feizing the treafure on which 
wc had ib long fixed our thoughts. For after the 

embargo 
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embargo was laid on the galeon, as is before 
mentioned, the perfons principally interefted in the 
cargo difpatched feveral exprefles to Mexico, to beg 
that ihe might ftill be permitted to depart : It feems 
they knew, by the accounts fent from 'Paita, that 
we had not more than three hundred men in all, 
whence they inhiled that theie was nothing to be 
feared ; as the galeon, carrying above twice as many 
hands as our v, hole iquadron, would be greatly an 
overmatch for us. And though the Viceroy was in- 
flexible, yet, on the account of their reprefentation, 
flie was kept ready for the fea near three weeks after 
the firft order came to detain her. 

"When we had taken up the cutters, all the fliips 
being joined, the Commodore made a fignal to 
fpeak with their Commanders ; and upon enquiry 
into the (lock of frefh water lemaining on board the 
fquadron, it was found to be fo very flender, that 
we were under a neceffity of quitting our ftation to 
procure a frefh hipply. Confulting what place was 
the propereft for this purpofe, it was agreed, that 
the harbour of Segmtmeio or Chequetan being the 
neareff, was, on that account, the moft eligible 5 
fo that it vifas immediately rcfolved to make the 
bed of our way thither: But that, even while we 
were recruiting our water, we might not totally 
abandon our views upon tfie galeon, which perhaps, 
from ceitain intelligence of our being employed at 
Gheqxetan, might venture to flip out to fea i our 
cutter, under the command of Mr. Hughes, the 
lieutenant of the Tsyal’s prize, was ordered tar 
croife oJF the port of Jmpsdcc for twtenty*four days ; 
if the galeon fhould fee fail in that ifttervi4 we 
be .fpbedily informed of it. In purfuarwe of 
' " .thefe 



ROUND THE WORLD. 543 
theferefolutions we endeavoured to ply to the 
ward, to gain our intended port ; but were ofien 
interrupted in our progrefs by calms and adverle 
currents : At theie intervals we employed ourfelves 
in taking out the moft valuable part of the cargoes 
of the Carmelo and Car:n:n prizes, which .two fliips 
we intended to deltroy as foon as we had tolerably 
cleared them. By the i :l of Jp: -7 we were fo far 
advanced towards Seguetciim^ that we thought it 
expedient to fend out two boat?, that they might 
range along the coaft, to difeover the watering place } 
they were gone fome days, and our water being novr 
very (hort, it was a pardaikr felicity to us that we 
met with daily fopplies of turtle 5 for had we been, 
entirely confined to fak provifions, we muft have 
fufferecl extremely in fo warm a climate. Indeed 
our prefent r'ircumftances were fufficiently alarming, 
and gave the moft confiderate amongft us as muck 
concern as any of the numerous perils we had 
hitherto encountered •, for our boats, as we con- 
ceived by their not returning, had not as yet found 
3 place proper to water at, and by the leakage of 
our cafks, and other accidents, we had not ten days 
water on board the whole fquadron : So that from 
the known difficulty of procuring water on this 
coaft, and the little reliance we had on the Buccander 
writers (the only guides we had to truft to) we 
were apprebenfive of being foon expofed to a cala- 
ijaity, the moft terrible of any that occurs in {he 
long diftieartening catalogue of the diftreftes of a 
Iha-fkring life. 

But thefe gloomy fuggeftions were at length, 
happily ended: For our boats returned bn the ^ch 
havbg, about feven miles to the weft- 

ward 
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ward of the rocks of Segmtanm^ met with a place 
fit for our purpofe ; and which, by the defcription 
they gave of if, appeared to be the port of Che- 
quetan, mentioned by Damper. The fuccefsof our 
boats was highly agreeable to usj and they were 
ordered out again the next day, to found the har- 
bour and it’s entrance, which they had reprefented 
as very narrow. At their return they reported the 
place to be free from any danger 5 fo that on the 
7th we flood for it, and that evening came to an 
anchor in eleven fathom. The Gloucejier cafl anchor 
at the fame time with us ; but the Carmelo and the 
Carmia having fallen to the leeward, the TryaPs 
prize was ordered to join them, and to bring them 
up, which in two or three days fhe effected. 

Thus, after a four months continuance at lea 
from the leaving of and having but fix days 
water on board, we arrived in the harbour of Che- 
quefaa ; the defcription of which, and of the ad- 
jacent coaft, ftiall be the bufinefs of the enfuing 
chapter. 


CHAP. XIL 

Defcription of the harbour of Cbequetan, and 
of the adjacent coaft and country. 

T he harbour of Chsqmtan^ which we here 
propofe to delcribe, lies in the latitude of 
17® : 36' North, and is about thirty leagues to the 
Hieftward of Acaptlca, It is eafy to be difcoTered 
lany fbip that will keep we][jl in with the larid;^ 
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Acapulco, and will attend to the following parti- 
culars. 

There is a beach of fand, which extends eighteen 
leagues from the harbour of Acapulco to the weft- 
ward, againft which the fea breaks fo violently, that 
with our boats it would be impoflibletoland on any 
partof it; Butyetthegroundisfoclean, that during 
the fair feafon, Ihips may anchor in great fafety, at 
the diftance of a mile or two from the Ihore. The 
land adjacent to this beach is generally low, full of 
villages, and planted with a gfeat number of trees; 
and on the tops of fome fmall erainencies there are 
feveral look-out towers; fo that the face of the 
country affords a very agreeable profpefl : For the 
cultivated part, which is the part here defcribed, 
extends fome leagues back from the ftiore, where it 
feemsto be bounded by a chain of mountains, which 
ftretch to a confiderable diftance on either fide of 
Acapulco. It is araoft remarkable particularity, that 
in this whole extent, containing, in appearance, the 
moft populous and beft planted diftrid of the whole 
coaft, there fliould be neither canoes, boats, nor 
any other embarkations, either forfilhing, coafting, 
or for pleafure. This cannot beimpuced to thedif- 
ficulty of landing; bccaufe in many parts of Africa 
oxaiAfia, where the fame inconvenienceoccufs, the 
inhabitants have provided againft it by veflels of a 
peculiar fabric. I therefore conceive, that the Go- 
vernment, to prevent fmuggling, have prohibited^ 
the ufe of all kinds of fmall craft in that diftrift. 

The beach here defcribed is the fureft guide to 
thofe who are dcfirous of ftnding the harbour of 
0 e^aetaif ; for five miles to the weftward of the 
extremity of this beach there appears a hqi|»mock^ 

A a which 
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which at firft makes like an ifland, and is in fliape 
not very unlike the hill of Pctaplan^ hereafter men- 
tioned, though much fmaller. Three miles to the 
weftward of this hummock, is a white rock, near 
the fbore, which cannot eafily be pafled by unob- 
ferved : It is about two cables length from the land, 
and lies in a large bay, about nine leagues over. 
The weft point of this bay is the hill of Petaplan, 
which is reprefented in the XXVIllth pUte, with 
the view of the Iflands of ^hara and This 

hiil of Petaphjii like the forementioned hummock, 
may be at firft miftaken foranllland, though it be 
in reality, a peninfula, which is joined to the Con- 
tinent by a low and narrow Ifthmus, covered over 
with ftirubs and imali trees. The bay of Segualn^ 
mo extends from this hill a great way to the w'eft- 
ward i and it appears by a plan of the bay of Peta- 
pkn^ which is part of that of Segmiamo, and is to 
be feen in the XXlXth plate, that at a Imall diftance 
from the hiil, and oppofite to the entrance of the 


bay, there is an airemblage of rocks, which are 
white, from the excrements of boobies and tropical 
birds. Four of thefe rocks are High and large, sihd 
together with feveral fmaller ones, are, by the help 
6f a little iCnagination, prefended tp reiemble the 
form of .a crofs, and are called the ^VMte Friars. 
Thefe rocks, as appears by the plan, bear W. by iW. 
from Petaplan ; diid about feveri miles to the weft* 


ward bf them lies the harbpur of Vbequetaf^ wliich 
is ftlfl ihrioire mmufely dlftinguifocd by si'lsiri^ and 
IWp ' th'at' iflTes but 6? the wfef a mile and ap 
/jK dstett the bnta^ifpL' feears S, 4 

rgbeeoftJilaiiii- 
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plate, where (e) is the Eaft point of the harbour, 
and (d) the Weft, the forementioned rock being 
marked (f). In the fame view (a) is a large fandy 
bay, but where there is no landing; (b) are four 
remarkable white rocks; and from the point (c) 
there runs another bay to the weft ward. To thefe 
diredtions I muft add, that the coaft is no ways to 
be dreaded between the middle of Otlohcr and the 
beginning of Maj, nor is there then any danger from 
the winds: Though in theremainingpartof theyear 
there are frequent and violent tornadoes, heavy rains, 
and hard gales in all diredtions of the compafs. 

Such are the infallible mai ks by which the harbour 
of Cheqtietcin may beknowntothofe whokeep well in 
with the land. But as to thofe who keep at any con- 
fiderable diftance from the coaft, there is no other 
method to be taken for finding the place, than tliar 
of making it by the latitude : For there are fo many 
ranges of mountains rifing one upon the back of iiot 
other within land, that no drawings of the appear- 
ance of the coaft can be at all depended on when 
off at fea ; every little change of diftance or varia- 
tion of pofition bringing new mountains in view, 
and producing an infinity of different profpedks, 
wliich render all attempts of delineating the afpedit 
of the coaft impofllble. 

Having difeuffed the methods of difeovering the 
harbour of Chequeian^ it is time to infert the plan of 
the harbour itfeif: Thisisreprefented in thcXXKIft 
plfite I where it may be feen, that its entrance is but 
about half a mile btoad ; the two points which form 
fti and. which arc faced with rocks that are almoft; 
perpendicular* bear from each other S.E, andN*W. 
The harbour is invirontd on all fides, except to the 

A a z weftward, 
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weftward, with high mountains overfpread with 
trees. The paflage into it is very fafe on either fide 
of the rock thatlies off the mouth of it, though we, 
both in coming in and going out, left it to the eaft- 
■ward. The ground without the harbour is gravel 
mixed with ftones, but within it is a foft mud : 
And it mutt be remembered, that in coming to 
an anchor a good allowance fhould be made for a 
large fwell, which frequently caufes a great fend of 
the fea *, as likewife, for the ebbing and flowing of 
the tide, which we obferved to be about five feet, 
and that it fet nearly E. and W. 

The watering-place is fituated in that part of the 
harbour where frelh water is marked on the plan. 
This, during the whole time of our ftay, had the 
appearance of a large {landing lake, without any 
vifible outlet into the fea, from which it is feparated 
by a part of the ftrand. The origin of this lake is a 
Ipring, that bubbles out of the ground near half a 
mile within thecountry. We found the water a little 
brackifh, but more confiderably fo towards the fea- 
fide; for the nearer we advanced towards the fpring- 
head the fofter and freflicr it proved. This laid us 
under a neceffity of filling all our calks from the fur* 
theft part of the lake, and occafioned us fome trou- 
ble 5 and would have proved ftill more difficult, 
had it not been for our particular management, 
which, on account of theconveniencyofit, deferVes 
to be recommended to all who ffiali hereafter water 


^^6 this place. Our method confifted in making ufe 
wjiich drew but little water j for, loading 
i|^^‘yyith a humber of fmall calks, they eafily got 
|o ’<the jfpfing-liead, die fmall calka 
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ported back again to the beach, where fomeofour 
hands always attended to ftart thehi intoother calks 
of a larger fize. 

Though this lalce, during our continuance there, 
appeared to have no outlet into the fea, yet there is 
reafon to fuppofe that in the rainy feafon it over- 
flows the ftrand, and communicates with the ocean ; 
for Dampkry who was formerly here, Ipeaks of it 
as a large river. Indeed it is neceflary that a vail 
body of water Ihould be amafled before the lake 
can rife high enough to overflow the ftrand ; fince 
the neighbouring lands are fo low, that great part of 
them muft be covered with water, before it can run 
out over the beach. 

As the country hereabouts, particularly the tra6t 
of coaft contiguous to Acapulco^ appeared to be well 
peopled, and cultivated j we hoped to have eaflly 
procured from thence fome frelh provifions andother 
refrelhments which we now ftood greatly in need 
of. To facilitate thefe views, the Commodore, the 
morning after we came to an anchor, ordered a 
party of forty men, well armed, to march into the 
country, and to endeavour to difeover fome town or 
village, where they were to attempt to fet on foot a 
correfppndence with the inhabitants j for when we 
had once begun this intercourfe, we doubted noC 
but that, by proper prefents, we Ihould allure them 
to bring down to us whatever fruits or frefh provi- 
flons were in their power \ as our prizes abounded 
in various kinds of coarfe merchandife, which were 
6f little confcquenc6 to us, though to*, them they 
wbold Be extremely valuable. Our people were dii- 
fe6:e<i oin-tlik occafion to proceed with the greateft 
gircumip^6:ion, aiid to make as Utde oftentation of 
, A a 3 hoftility 



S 50 Ld. ANSON’S VOYAGE 
hoftility as poflible j for we were fenfible, we couU 
find no wealth in thefe parts worth our notice ; and ' 
what neceflarics we really wanted, we expcfted would 
be better and more abundantly fupplied by an 
open amicable traffic, than by violence and force of 
arms. But this endeavour of opening a commerce 
with the inhabitants proved inefl'eduai for towards 
evening, the party wliich had been ordered to march 
into the country, returned greatly fatigued by their 
unufual cxercife, and fome of them fo far fpenc that 
they had fainted on the road, and were obliged to 
be brought back xipon the ffioulders of their com- 
panions. They had penetrated, as they conceived, 
about ten miles into the country, along a beaten 
track, where they often faw the frelh dungof horfes 
or mules. When they had got near five miles from 
the harbour, the road divided between the mountains 
into two branches, one running to the Eaft and the 
other to the Weft. On deliberation concerning the 
courfe they ihould take, it was agreed to continue 
tlreir march along the eaflern road : this when they 
had followed it for fome time led them at once into 


a large plain or favannah j on one fide of which 
they dilcovered a centinel on horleback with a piftpl 
in his hand. It was fuppofed, that when they firft 
faw kim he was afleep j but hishorfe ftartled at the 


gjittpring of their arms, and turning round fuddcnly 
off with his mafter, who though lie was very 
. iie^r being unhortpd in the fur|)rize, ypt recovered 
Ks f^at, and efcaped witih the loCs only of his hat 


hia piffcjV wbiph he dropped pn the ground. 
‘ poFfue4 jp JjQFS of, difeoveriqg 
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they foon loft fight of him. Notwithftanding his 
efcape, they were unwilling to come back without 
making fome difcovery, and therefore ftill followed 
the track they were in ; till the heat of the day in- 
creafing, and finding no water to quench their thirft, 
they were firft obliged to halt, and then refolved to 
return •, for as they faw no Ggns of plantations or cul- 
tivated land, they had no reafon to believe that 
there was any village or fettlement near them. 
However, to leave no means untried of procuring 
fome intercourfe with the people, the officers ftuck 
up feveral poles in the road, to which were affixed 
declarations, written in Spanijh^ encouraging the in- 
habitants to come down to the harbour, to traffic 
with us, giving them the ftrongeft aflurances of a 
kind reception, and faithful payment for any pro- 
vifions they fhould bring us. This was doubtlefs a 
very prudent meafure j yet it produced ro effedt ; 
for we never faw any of them during the whole 
time of our continuance at this port of Chequetan. 
Indeed it were to have been wifhed that our men, 
upon the divifion of the path, had taken the weftern 
road inftead of the eaftern ; for i:hen they would 
foon have been led to a village or town, which fome 
Bfanijh manufcripts mention as being in the neigh- 
bourhood of this port, and v?hich we afterwards 
learnt was not above two, njiles, from that turning. 

,^nd on this occafion I cannot avoid mentioning 
another adventure, which happened to fome of our 
|)eople in the bay qf Fetaplan, as it rnay greatly af- 
M the reader in forming a juft idea of the temper 
an4 refojiution of the inbabitaiits of this part of the 
worl^. Some time after our arrival at Chequetany 
LicutepaatRr<fW was fent fay the ,C<?nunodore, with 
A a 4 ' ' ' two 
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two of our boats under his command, to examine 
the coaft to the eaftward, particularly to make ob- 
fervations on the bay and watering-place oiPetaplm^ 
a plan of which has been already referred to in this 
chapter. As Mr. Breit with one of the boats was 
preparing to go on Qiore towards the hill of P eta- 
plan, he accidentally looking acrofs the bay, per- 
ceived on the oppofite ftrand, three fmall fquadrons 
of horfe parading upon the beach, and feeming to 
advance towards the place where he propofed to 
land. On fight of this he immediately put oflP the 
boat, though he had butfixteen men with him, and 
ftood over the bay towards them : And he foon 
came near enough to perceive that they were mount- 
ed on very fightly horfes, and were armed with car- 
bines and lances. On feeing him make towards 
them, they formed upon the beach, and feemed re- 
folved to difpute his landing, firing feveral djffcant 
Ihot at him as he drew near 5 till at laft the boat 
being arrived within a reafonable diftance of the 
moft advanced fquadron, Mr. Brett ordered his 
people to fire, upon which this rcfolute cavalry in- 
ftantly ran with great confufion into the wood, 
through a final! opening which is delineated on the 
plan. In this precipitate flight one of their horfes 
fell down and threw his rider ; but, whether he was 
wounded or not, we could not difeern, for both 
man ;ind horfe foon got yp again, and followed the 
reft into the wood. In the mean time the other 
two fquadrons were calm Ipcftators of the rout of 
fhdr comrades j for they were drfiwn up at a great 
<i^ance behind, out of the reach of pur fliot, hav- 
onpuf firil approacbji'a^ never advaaic- 
; fortmiati 
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for our people that the enemy afted with fo little 
prudence, and exerted lb little fpirit ; lince had they 
concealed themfelves till our men had landed, it is 
fcarcely polTible but all the boat’s crew muft have 
fallen into their hands 5 as the Spaniards were not 
much fhort of two hundred, and the whole num- 
ber with Mr, Brett, only amounted tolixteen. How- 
ever, the difcovery of fo confiderable a force col- 
lefted in this bay of Petaplan, obliged us conftant- 
Jy to keep a boat or two before it : For we were 
apprehenfive that the Cutter, which we had left to 
cruife off Acapulco, might, on her return, be fur- 
prized by the enemy, if Ihe did not receive timely 
information of her danger. But now to proceed 
with the account of the harbour of Cbequetan. 

After our unfuccefsful attempt to engage the 
people of the country to furnifh us with the necef- 
fanes we wanted, we dififted from any more en- 
deavours of the fame nature, and were obliged to 
be contented with what we could procure for our- 
felves in the neighbourhood of the port. We caught 
filh here in tolerable quantities, efpecially when the 
fmoothnefs of the water permitted us to hale the 
Seyne. Amongft the reft, we got cavallies, breams, 
mullets, foies, fiddle-filh, fea-eggs, an4 lobfters: 
And we here, and in no other place, met with that 
extraordinary fifti called the Torpedo, or numbing 
0fh, which is in lhape .very like tht; fiddle-fifh* 

, and is not to be known from , it but by a brown cir- 
cular Ipot about the bignefs of a crown piece near 
the center of its, back. Perhaps its figure will be 
better underftood, when I lay it is a flat fifli, much 
refembling the thoni-back. This fifti, iheTorpedo, 
js bdeed of a moft Angular nature, produ< 3 :ivc of 

the 
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the ftrangeft effects on the human body : For who- 
ever handles it, or h.ippcns even to fet his foot upon 
it, is prefently feized with a nntnbnefs all over him; 
but which is more diftinguifliable in that limb which 
was in immediate contact with it. The fame effeft 
coo will be in fame degree produced by touching the 
fifir with any thing held in the hand; fince I my- 
lelf bad a confiderable degree of numbnefs conveyed 
to my right arm, through a walking cane, which 
I refted on the body of the fi(h for a fhort time 
only ; and I make no doubt but I Hiould have been 
much more fenfibly affedted, had not the fifli been 
near expiring when I made the experiment : As it 
is obfervable that this influence ads with moft vi- 
gour upon the filih’s being firft taken out of the wa- 
ter, and entirely ceafes as foon as it is dead, fo that it 
may be then handled, or even eaten, without any in- 
convenience. I lhall only add, that the numbnefs 
of my arm upon this occafion did not go off on a 
ludden, as the accounts of forae Naturalifts gave me 
reafon toexped, but diminithed gradually, fo that I 
had feme fenfation of it remaining till the next day. 

To the account given of the filli we met with 
here, I muff add, that though turtle now grew 
fcarce, and we found none in this harbour of C/^f- 
quelan, yet our boats, which were ftationed offP^n 
taplan, often fopplied us therewith ; and though 
this was a food that we had been long as it were 
confined to, (fince it was the only freflh provifions 
which we had tailed during near fix months) yet we 
were far from being cloyed with it, or from finding 
the rclifla we bad for it at afi di(t>imfhed. 

- The animals we met with on ■Chore were prjiici. 

pally Vidi which thc'couhtry 

■ — . ■’ ', 1 ,. 
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which are by fome reckoned delicious food. We 
law no beafl: of prey here, except we Ihould efteenv 
that amphibious animal, the alligator, as fuch, fe- 
veral of wliich our people difcovered, but none of 
them very large. However, we were fatisfied that 
there were great numbers of tygers in the woods,, 
though none of them came in light-, for we every 
morning found the beach near the watefing-place 
imprinted very thick with their footfteps : But we 
never apprehended any mifchief from them j fincc 
they are by no means lb fierce as thtjfiatic or Jfri~ 
can tyger, and are rarely, if ever, known to attack 
mankind. Birds were here in iufHcient plenty for 
we had abundance of pheafants of different kinds, 
fome of them of an uncommon fize, but they were 
all very dry and taftelefs eating. A nd befides thefe 
we had a variety of fmaller birds, particularly par- 
rots, which we often killed for food. 

The fruits and vegetable refrefhments at this 
place were neither plentiful, nor of the beft kinds: 
There were, it is true, a few, bullies fcattered aliout 
the woods, which fupplied us with limes, but we 
fcarceiy could procure enough for ourprefent ufe : 
And tbefe, with a fmall plum, of an agreeable 
acid, called in f arnica tht Uog-Plum, together 
yirith another fruit called a I’apah^ were the only 
fruits to be found in the woods. Nor is there at^y 
other ufeful vegetable here wofthmendonipg, except 
brook, lime: This indeed grew in great quantities 
near the freth watef banks j and^ as it was ei|eemed 
an antifcorbotic, ,we fed upon k frequently, though 
it*s oxtrenne bitternefs, tpadn it very unpalatabk. ^ 

■ ■ J.hefe Afti^les moft worthy of notice in 

this liitbbuf of Cbqmtm* I fliall only mention a 
'’*1 ' particular 
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particular of the coaft lying to the weftward of it, 
that to the eaftward having been already defcribed. 
As Mr. Anfon was always attentive to whatever might 
be of confequence to thofe who might frequent thefe 
feas hereafter ; and, as we had obftrved, that there 
was a double land to the weft ward of Chequetany 
which ftretched out to a confiderablediftance, with 
a kind of opening, that appeared not unlike the 
inlet to fomc harbour, the Commodore, foon after 
we came to an anchor, fent a boat to difcover it 
more accurately, and it was found, on a nearer exa- 
mination, that the two hills, which formed the dou- 
ble land, were joined together by a valley, and that 
there was no harbour nor Ihelter between them. 

By all that hath been faid it will appear, that the 
conveniences of this port of Cbequetany particularly 
in the articles of refreChment, are not altogether 
fuch as might be defired : But yet, upon the whole, 
it muft be owned to be a place of confiderablecon- 
fequence, and that the knowledge of it may be of 
great import to future cruifers. For except Jca-‘ 
fdeoy which is in the hands of the enemy, it is the 
only fecure harbour in a vaft extent of coaft. It 
lies at a proper diftance from Acapulco for the con- 
venience of fuch Ihips as may have any defigns on 
the Manila galeon *, and it is a place, where wood 
and water may be procured with great fecurity, in 
defpight of the efforts of the inhabitants of the ad- 
jacent diftridt ; For there is but one narrow path 
which leads through the woods into the country, 
and this is eafily to be fccqred by a very fnn^ party, 
i^^ft all the ftrength the Spaniards in that neigh*- 
l^urjiood can mufter. After this account pf Cbe-^ 

' ' 9 ' ' ' 
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quetmti and the coaft contiguous to it, we now re- 
turn to the recital of our own proceedings. 


CHAP. XIIL 

Our proceedings at Chequetan and on the ad- 
jacent coaft, till our fetting fail for Jljia. 

T H E next morning after our coming to an 
anchor in the harbour of Chequetan^ we fent 
about ninety of our men well armed on Ihore for- 
ty of whom were ordered to march into the country, 
as hath been mentioned, and the remaining fifty 
were employed to cover the watering-place, and to 
prevent any interruption from the natives. 

Here we compleatcd the unloading of the Csr- 
meb and Carmine which we had begun at fea ; that 
is to fay, we took out of them the indico, cacao, 
and cochineal, with fome iron for ballaft, which 
were all the goods we intended topreferve, though 
they did not amount to a tenth of their cargoes. 
Here too it was agreed, after a mature confultation, 
to dcftroy the Trja^s prize, as well as the Carmta 
and Camixt wbofe fate had been before refolved 
on. Indeed the TryaPs prize was in good repair, 
and fit for the’fea *, but as the whole numbers on 
board cmr fquadron did not amount to the comple- 
ment of a fourth rate man of war, we found it was 
iiinpolfible to divide them into three foips, without 
ithdj^geichof thofelhipsincapabljeof navigating 
through the tempcftuous weather we had 
Oft thfe coaft of 0m,. where we 
the time of the 
change 
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change of themonfoons. Thefe confiderations de- 
termined the Commodore to deftroy the Tryal's 
prize, and to reinforce the Glouccjier with the beil 
part of her crew. And in confequence of this re- 
Iblve, ail the ftorcs on board the iyal's prize were 
removed into the other ftiips, and the prize herfelf, 
with the Carmelo and Carmln, were prepared for 
I'cuttling with all the expedition we were mafters of; 
but the great difficulties we were under in providing 
a {tore of water (which have been already touched 
on) together with the ncceflary repairs of our rig- 
ging and other unavoidable occupations, took us 
upfo mbch time, and found uSfuch unexpeftedem- 
ploymeht, that it Was near the end of Jpril before 
we were in a condition to leave the place. 

During our ftay here, there happened an inci- 
dent, which, as it proved the means of convincing 
our friends in Englmd of our fafety, whkh for 
fome time they had deipaired'of, and were then in 
doubt about, I fliall beg leave particularly to recite. 
1 have obferved, in tlie preceding chapter, that 
from this harbour of Chquetan there was but one 
path-way which led through the woods into the 
country. I'his we found much beatenj and were 
thence convinced, that it was well known to the in- 
habitants. As it palled by the fpring-head, and 
was the only avenue by which the Sfaniards could 
approach us, wc, at fome diftance beyond the 
fpring-head, felled feverallarge trees, and^aidthem 
one upon the other acrofs the path j sind at this bafy 
ricad.oe we conftandy kept a guard* beftJ# 
ordered our mea.etoployed 

to this' And; 
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intention herein was to prevent o«r being difturbed 
by any fudden attack of the enemy’s horft *, yet it 
anfwered another purpofe which was not in itfeif lels 
important: This was to hinder our own people 
from ftraggling fingly into the country, where we 
had reafon to believe they would be furprized by the 
Spaniards^ who would doubtlefs be extremely folii- 
citous to pick up fome of them, in hopes of getting 
intelligence of our future defigns. To avoid this 
inconvenience, the ftridteft orders were given to the 
centinels, to let no perlbn whatever pafs beyond 
their poll:. But notwithftanding this precaution, 
we miffed one Lewis Leger, who was the Commo- 
dore’s Cook : As he was a Frenchman^ and was fuf- 
pefted to be a Papiff, it was at firft imagined 
that he had deferred, with a view of betraying all 
that he knew to the enemy -, though this appeared, 
by the event, to be an ill-grounded furmife 5 for it 
was .afterwards known, that he had been taken by 
fame hdianSy who carried him prifoner to Acapulco, 
from whence he was transferred to Mexico, and then 
tioVera Cruz, where he was ‘flipped on board a 
v^l bound to Old Spain. But tlxc veffel being 
obli^d bj- Ibme accident to put into Lijboit, Leger 
efo^ped on Ihofe, and was by the Britijh Conful 
fcrit from thfehce to England } where he brought 
file authehtick account of the fafety of the 
torbrnddofe, and of hts principal tranfadions in 
ihe tmth ^eas. T!*he relation he gdve of his own 
feizure tlat’he rambled into the woods at fome 

ciSsatice from the barricadoe, where he had firft at- 
Ttenffited toj)afs, but had been {topped and threat- 
to Be pSi^ffeea that his pririctpal view was tq 
W mei fdr HIs Xh'a'fter’s ftorej &nd 
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that in this occupation he was furprized unawares by 
four Indians^ who ftripped him naked, and carried 
him in that condition to Acapulco^ expofed to the 
fcorching heat of the fun, which at that time of the 
year flione with it’s greateft violence : That after- 
wards at hlexicQ his treatment in prifon was fuffici- 
ently fevere fo that the whole courfe of his captivity 
was a continued inftance of the hatred, which the 
SpanimU bear to all thole who endeavour to difturb 
them in the peaceable pofleffion of the coafts of the 
South Seas. Indeed Leger'% fortune was, upon the 
■whole, extremely lingular*, as, after the hazards he 
had run in the Commodore’s fquadron, and the 
feverities he had fuffered in his long confinement 
amongft the enemy, a more fatal difaller attended 
him on his return to England: For though, when 
he arrived in London, fome of Mr. Anfon'% friends 
interefted themfelves in relieving himfrom the po- 
verty to which his captivity had reduced himj yet 
he did not long enjoy the benefit of their humanity, 
fince he was killed in an infignificant night-brawl, 
the caufe of which could fcarcely be difeovered. 

And on occafion of this furprizal of Leger, I muft 
Obferve, that though the enemy never appeared in 
fight, during our ftay in the harbour, yet we per- 
ceived that large parties of them were encamped in 
the woods about us 5 for we could fee their fmokes, 
and could thence determine that they were poffccd in 
a circular line furrounding us at a diftance % and Juft 
bpfore our coming away they feemed, by the in- 
creafe of their fires, to have receive^ a confiderable 
Tcinfijrcement. But to return. 

Towards the latter end of the unloading; 

of three prissKs, oi8rwoodi^«y0iwat^^ 

; 
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In fhort, every one of our propofed employment^ 
at the harbour of Chequetan^ -were compleated ; So 
that, on the 27th of ,^n 7 , the Tryal‘s prize, the 
Carmelo, and the Carmin, all which we here intend- 
ed to deftroy, were towed bn fhore and fcuttled, a 
quantity of combuftible materials having been diC- 
tributed in their upper works : And the next morn- 
ing the Centurion with the Gloucejler weighed an- 
chor; though as there was but little wind and that 
not in their favour, they were obliged to warp out 
of the harbour. When they had reached the offing, 
one of the boats was difpatched back again to fet 
fire to our prizes, which was accordingly executed. 
After this a canoe was left fixed to a grapnel in the 
middle of' the harbour, with a bottle in it well 
corked, inclofing a letter to Mr. Hughes^ who com- 
manded the Cutter, which had been ordered to cruife 
before the port oiAcs^lco^ when we ourfelves quit- 
ted that ftation. And on this occafion I muft men- 
tion more particularly than I have yet done, the 
views of the Commodore in leaving the Cutter be* 
fore that port. 

When we were ncceflitated to proceed for Cbe- 
qmtan to recruit our water, Mr. Jnfon confidered 
that our arrival in that harbour would foon be 
known at Acapulco ; and therefore he hoped, that 
on the intelligence of our being employed in port, 
the g'-ileon might put to fca, efpecially as Chequetan 
is lb very remote from the courfe generally fleered 
by the galeon : He therefore ordered the Cutter to 
cniffetwfenty-fowrdays off the pbfc of Aicapukd, za.^ 
her commander was diredled, on perceiving the. 
I^bd tindbr fail, to make the beft of his way to ^e, 
at Cb^dtan, As fhc Vsnhri'os was 

«f* B b doubdefs 
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doubtlefs a much better failor than the galeon, Mr- 
Anfm^ in this cafe, refolved to have got to fea as 
ibon as poffiblc, and to have purfoed the galeon 
a-C!ofs the Pactjick Ocean ; Where fuppofing he 
ihouSd not have met with her in his paffage (which, 
coniidenng that he wouivi have kept nearly the lame 
parallel, was very itnprobabk) yet he was certain o£ 
arriving off Cape FJ^mtu Sante, on the Ifland of 
Samalt before her j and that being the firll land Ihe 
makes on her return to the PhtUpfims^ we could 
not have failed to have fallen in with her, by cruif- 
ing a few days in that ffation. However, the 
Viceroy of M-'X're ruined this projetd, by keeping 
the ga'ciin in the port of Aenpake all that year. 

1 he Utter left in the canoe for Mr. Ihighes^ the 
Comni.inder of the cutter, tl’C time of whofe return 
was now confidecably elapfcd, direded him to go 
back immediately to liis former llation before Aea- 
pnko, where he would Hnd Mr. Anp.n^ who refolved 
to cruife for him there a certain number of days j 
after which it was add;d, tiaat the Commodore 
would return to the fotithward to join the reft of 
the iquadron. This lad article was inferted to de- 
ceive the Spamerdi, if they got pofieffion of the ca- 
noe, as wc afterwards leatnc they did j but could 
not iinpofeon Mr. Hugks, who well knew that the 
Commodore had no Iquadrun to join, nor any in- 
dention of fteering bark to Peru. 

ficing now in the offing of Chequetafi, bound crofs 
the vaft Padfick Ocean in our way to Cbma^ wc were 
'impatient to run off the coaft as foon as poffible ^ 

' ffij'f e the' ftormy fealbn was approaching apace. As 
•'we had no firtljejr views in the American leas, we 
Exdliopcd that nothing would have prevented os 

rom 
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from fleering to the weftward the moment we got 
out of the harbour oiCbequetan: And it was no fmall 
mortification to us^ that our neceflary employment 
there had detained us fo much longer than we ex- 
peded, but now, when we had put to fea, we were 
farther detained by the abfence of the cutter, and 
the necefiity we were under of (landing towards 
Acapulco in fearch of her. Indeed, as the time of 
her cruife had been expired for near a fortnight, we 
fufpeded that fhe had been djfcovered from thefhore; 
and that the Governcr of Acapukoh^d thereupon fcnt 
out a force to feize her, which, as fhe carried but fix 
hands, was no very difficult enterprize. However, 
this being only conjedure, the Commodore, as foon 
as he was got clear of the harbour of C bequecen, flood 
along the coaft to the eaflward in fearch of her: 
And to prevent her from paffing by us in the dark, 

. we brought to every night; and the Glouccftery whofe 
Ration was a league within us towards the (bore, 
carried a light, which tlecti'f.cr could not but per- 
ceive, if fhe kept along (here, as we fuppofed fhe 
would do i hefides, as a farther fecunty, the Cen- 
turjon md-^Gkuesfler alternately fhewed two falfe 
fires every half hour. Indeed, had flie cfcaped us, 
•die would have found orders in the canoe to have 
returned immediately before Acapulco^ where Mt, 
Abfan propofed to cruife for her fome days. 

By the zd of May^ we'were.adYance4'-' 

within three leagues of Acapulco^ and having fiefi 
'jiotliing of our boat, we gave her over a? .loft, 
which, befidcs the compafiionate concern for our 
■fliip-mates, and for what it was apprehended 
jmight have fuffered, was in itfclf a misfortune, 
which, in our prefent fearetty of, hands, we w^pre 
B b a all 
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ftH greatly interefted in : Since the crew of the cutter, 
confining of fix men and the Lieutenant, weft the ve- 
ry flower of our people, purpofely picked out for this 
Ifervice, and known to be every one of them of tried 
and approved refolution, and as ikilful fcamen as 
ever trod a deck. However, as it was the general 
belief among us that they were taken and carried into- 
JcapakOf the Commodore’s prudence fuggefted a 
project which we hoped would recover them. Th?s 
waaTounded on our having many Sfanijh and Indian 
prifoners in ourpoffeffion, and a number of fick Ne- 
groes, wh.0 could be of no fcrvice to us in the navi- 
gating of the fliip. The Commodore therefore wrote 
adctter the fame day to the Governor of Acapulco^. 
tdling him, that he would rekafe them all, provided 
the Governor returned the cutter’s crew. This letter 
was difpatched in the afternoon by a Spanijh officer, 
of whofc honour we had a good opinion, and who 
was flurniftied with a launch belonging to one of our 
prizes, and a crew of fix other prifoners, who gave 
their parole for their return. The Spamjh officer 
too, ^fidcs the Commodore’s letter, carried with 
him a joint petition, figncd by all the reft of the pri- 
foners, bcfeeching the Governor to acquieke in the 
terms propofed for their liberty.. From a confidera- 
tion of the number of our prifoners, and the quality 
«f feme fdS them, we did not doubt but the Gover* 
imrwoukf readily comply with Mx.Anfan's propofal, 
ifid ifeerefore we kept plying on and off the whole 
night, intending to keep well in with the land, tfm 
receive an anfwer at the limited time, 
i|^ifc^ 4 »dMene*t <hty»heingi^ But both on 
iNM^Aind t we were driven fo far off Chore, 

any anfwer could reacb 
.. .4 ,iw 
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m j and even on the Wedvefday morning wc found 
•ourfelves fourteen leagues from the harbour of Aca- 
ptiko \ however, as the wind was then favoorabie, 
we prelTed forwards with all our fail, and did not 
doubt of getting in with the land that afternoon. 
Whilft we were thus Handing in, the centinei called 
•out from the maft-head, that he law a boat under 
fail at a confiderable diftance to the South eaftwand: 
This we took for granted was the anfwer of the Go- 
vernor to the Commodore’s meflage, and We in- 
ftantly edged towards her 5 but as wc approached 
her, we found, to our unfpeakable joy, that it was 
our own cutter. And .though, while flie was ftili as 
a diftance, we imagined thatlhc had beendifeharged 
out of the port of Acapulco by the Governor ; yet 
•when {he drew nearer, the wan and meagre counte- 
nances of the crew, the length of their beards, and 
the feeble and hollow tone of their voices, convinced 
us that they had fuffered much greater hardfhips 
than could be expected from evisn the feverities of 
a Spenijh prifon. They were obliged to be helped 
into the fliip, and were immediately put to bed^ 
where by reft, and Bourilhing diet, which they were 
plentifully fupplied with from the Commodore’s 
table, they recovered their health, and vigour apace. . 
And now we learnt that they had kept the fea the 
whole time of their abfence, which was, above fix 
■weeks } that when they had finiChed their cruife be- 
fore Aeapidcc, and had juft begun to ply to the weft- 
iward, in order to join thefquadron, attrongadvcrle 
current had forced them down the coaft: to she eaft- 
■waird, in fpight of all their efforts to the contrary, . 
at length, their water being all expended, they 
B b 3 were 
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were obliged to fearch the coaft farther on to the 
eailward, inqueftof fome convenient landing- place, 
•where they might get a frelh fupply ; that in this 
-diftrefs they ran upwards of eighty leagues to lee- 
ward, and found every where fo large a furf, that 
there was not the leaft poSibil ty of their landing ; 
that they palled fome days in this dieadfulfituation 
Iwithout water, having no other means left them to 
allay their thirft, thanfucking the blood of the turtle 
which they caught ; that at laft, giving up all hopes 
of fuccour, the heat of the c limate too augmenting 
their necelEcics, and rendering their fufferings in- 
fupportable, thfey abandoned themfelves to defpair, 
fully perfuaded that they Ihould perifli by the moft 
terrible of all deaths; but that foon after a moft un- 
expedted incident happily relieved them, hor there 
fell fo heavy a ram, that on fpreading their fails 
horizontally, and putting bul'ets m the centers of 
them to draw them to a point, they caught as much 
water as filled all their calks ; that immediately 
upon this fortunate fupply they ftood to the weft- 
ward, in queft of the Commodore; and being now 
luckily favoured by aftrong current, they joined us 
inlefs than fifty hours, from that time, after having 
been abfent in the whole full forty-three days. 
Thofe who have an idea of the inconfiderable fizc of 
a cutter belonging to a fixty gunlhip, (being Only 
an open boat about twenty-two'feet in length) and 
who will refleft on the various cafualties that muft 
have attended her during a fix weeks continuance 
alone, in the open ocean, on fo iroprafticable and 
dangerous a coaft, will readily own, that her return 
to.ijts , lifter all the difficulties whidi fhe aftu- 
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ally experienced, and the dangers to which {he was 
each hour expofed, may be confidercd as little fltort 
of miraculous. 

I cannot finilh this article of the cutter, without 
remarking how {lender a reliance Navigators ouglit 
to have on the accounts of the Buccamer write! s : 
For though in this run of hers, eigiuy leagues to the 
eaftward of Acapulco^ fiie found no place where if. 
was poffible that a boat could land ; yet rliofe writers 
have not been afhamcd to feign harbours and con- 
venient watering-places within thefc limits, thereby 
expofing fuch as ihould confide in their relations, to 
the rifque of being dellroyed by thirft. 

I mull farther add on this occafion, that when we 
ftood near the port of Acapulco, in order to fend our 
niefliige to the Governor, and to receive hk anl'wer j 
Mr. Brett lock, that opportunity of delineating a view 
of the entrance of the port, and of the neighbouring 
coaft, which, added to the plan of the place for- 
merly mentioned, may be of confiderable ufe here- 
after, and is therefore exhibited in theXXXlId|ikte. 
Jn this plate is the weft point of thehafbourcalled 
the Griffo, being in the latitude of rh®, 45' j (h) 
is thelfland near it, bearing from the obferverN. J)y 
E. three leagues diftant*, .(d) is the eaft point pf tJte 
harbour j (e) port Marquis-, (f) Sierra di Brea-, (k) 
a white rock in the harbour and (g) watch towers. 

Havingthus recovered our cutter, the foie objeCl: 
of our coming a fecond time before Acapulco ; the 
Commodore determined not to lofe a moment’s rime 
more, but to runoff the coaft with the utmoft ex- 
pedition, both as the ftornay fealbn on rive awifl: of 
Mexico syas now approaching apace, and as we were 
apprjshenfive of having the wefterly ihoniboii 

B b 4 £tru^le 
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fti'uggle with when we came upon the coaftof China: 
For this reafon weno longer flood towards Acapulco, 
as at prefen t we wanted no anfwer from the Gover- 
nor. However Mr. Anfon refolved not to deprive 
his prifoners of the liberty which he had promifed 
them ; and therefore they were all immediately em- 
barked intwo launches which belonged to ourprizes, 
thofe from the Centurion in one launch, and thofe 
from the Ghucejler in the other. The launches were 
well equipped with mails, fails and oars ; and left 
the wind might prove unfavourable, they had a flock 
of water and provifions put on board them fufEcient 
for fourteen days. There were difeharged thirty- 
nine perfons from on board the Centurion, and eigh- 
teen from the Gloucejler, the greatefl part of them 
Spaniards, the reft being Indians and fick Negroes : 
Todeed as our crews were very weak, we kept the 
Mulattoes and fome of the floutefl of our Negroes, 
with a few Indians to affift us ; but we difmiffed eve- 
ry Spanijh prifoner whatever. We have fince learnt 
that thefe two launches arrived fafe at Acapulco, 
where the prifoners could not enough extol the hu- 
manity with which they had been treated. It feems 
the Governor, before their arrival, had returned a 
very obliging anfwer to our letter, and had at the 
fame time' ordered out two boats laden with the 
choiceft refrefhments and provifions that were to be 
procured at Acapulco j which he intended as a pre- 
fent to the Commodore : but thefe boats not having 
found our Ihips, were at length Obliged to put back 
again, after ]bavingj:lifown ail their provifions over- 
board in a ftorm which threatened their deftrudlion. 

The fending away our prifoners was our lafttranf- 
adlion on the American coafl j for no fooner bad wo. 
parted with them>- than we and the Gkucep^r-vSaAA' 

■ ■ fail 
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la'll to the S. W. propofmg to get a good offing 
from the land, where we hoped, in a few days, to 
meet with the regular trade-wind, which the accounts 
of former navigators had reprefented as much brilker 
and fteadier in this ocean than in any other part of 
the world : for it has been cftecmed no uncommon 
paflage to run from hence to the eaftermoft Ifles of 
Afia in two months; and we flattered ourfelves that 
we were as capable of making an expeditious voy- 
age as any ftiips that had ever failed this courfe be- 
fore us i fo that we hoped foon to gain the coaft of 
China, for which we were now bound. As we con- 
ceived this navigation to be free from all kinds of 
embarraflTment of bad weather, fatigue, or ficknefs, 
conformable to the general idea of it, given by for- 
mer travellers ; we confequently undertook it with 
alacrity, efpecially as it was no contemptible ftep to- 
wards our arrival at our native country, for which 
many of us by this time began to have great long- 
ings. Thus, on the 6rh of May, we, for the lait 
time, lofl: fight of the mountains of Mexico,, perfuad* 
ed, that in a few weeks we ffiould arrive at the ri- 
ver of Cantop in China, where we expedled to meet 
with many Englifl) Ihips, and with numbers of our 
countrymen ; and hoped to enjoy the advantages of 
an amicable well frequented port, inhabited byapo- 
lilhed people, and abounding with the conveniences 
and indulgencies of a civilized life; bleffings which 
now for near twenty months had never been once in 
our power. Blit, jbefbre we take our final leave of 
America, there yet remains the confideration of a 
matter well worthy , of attention, the difeuffion of 
which ftiall be referred to the enfuing chapter. 

e H A p. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

A brief account of wbat might have been 
expeSed from our fquadron,' had it ar- 
rived in the South Seas in good time. 

A fter the recital of the tranfa< 5 i:ions of the 
Commodore, and the Ihips under his com- 
mand, on the coafts of Peru and Mexico, contained 
in the preceding narution i it wiU be no ufelefs di- 
grefiion to examine what the whole fquadron might 
hnve been capable of acchieving, had it arrived on 
its deihned feene of adion in fo good a plight as 
it would i'robably have done, had the palTage 
round Cape Horn teen attempted at a more fealbn- 
able time of the year. This difquifjtion may be 
ferviceable to thofe who (hall hereafter form pro- 
jeds of the like nature for that part of the world, 
or who may be entrufted with their execution. And 
therefore I propofe, in this chapter, to confider as 
fuccindly as I can, the numerous advantages which 
the public might have received from the operations 
of the fquadron, had it fet fail from England a few 
months fooner than it did. 

To begin then: I prefume it will be granted me 
that in the fummer time we might have got round 
Cape Horn with an inconliderable iofs, and without 
any material damage to ouf Ihips or rigging. For 
the Duke and Duchefs of Brijiol, who between them 
had above three hundred men, buried no more than 
two, from the coaft of Brazil to Juan Fernandez % 
and out of a hundred, and eighty-three hands which 
^ejre 911 board the l)uke alone, there were only 

twenty. 
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tw'enty-one fick of the fcurvy when they arrived as 
that Ifland : W’’hence-as men of war are much better 
provided with all conveniences than privateers, wc 
might doubtkfs have appeared before Beldivia in 
full ftrengch, and in a condition of entering imme- 
diately on action ; and therefore, as that place was 
in a very dcfencelefs ftate, it’s cannon incapable of 
fervice, and it’s garrifon in great meafure unarmed, 
it was impoffible that it could have oppolcd our 
force, or that its half-ftarved inhabitants, moft of 
whom are conviCtsbanifhedthitherfromotherparts, 
could have had any other thoughts than that of fub- 
mitting. This would have been a very important 
acquifnion ; fince when Baldivia^ which is an excel- 
lent port, had been once in our poKTeflion, we (hould 
immediately have been terrible to the w'holc king- 
dom of Chili, and fkould doubtlefs have awed the 
moft diftant parts of the Spavijh Empire in Jmerica. 
Indeed it is far from improbable, that by a j>rudent 
ufe of this place, aided by our other advanrages, 
we might have given a violent fliock to the autho'i iiy 
of Spain on that whole Continent j and might have 
rendered fome at leaft of herprovinces independenr. 
This would certainly have turned the whole attenti- 
on of the Spanijh Miniftry to that part of the world, 
where thp danger would have been fo preffing: 
And tbeqee Great Britain, and her Allies, might 
have beeh rid of the numerous difficulties, which 
the wealth of the Spamjh Indies, operating in con- 
junftion with the GaWck intrigues, have conftantly 
ihrown in their way- 

But that I may not be, thought to ovei^ratc the 
force of this fquadron, by ifetibing toll a ^lowiarof 
overturning the <?j?«f/j^'G0veri^«icht in Mteric^ it 



372 Ld. A N S O N's V 0 y A G E 

Kneceffary to enter into amore particulardifculliott, 
and to premife a few obfervations on the condition 
«f the provinces bordering near the S^iuth Seas, and 
•on the dilpofition of the inhabitants, both Spaniards 
and Indians, at that time. For hence it will appear, 
thatthe conj undturewas the moft favourable we could 
have defired : Since we fhall find that the Crealian 
fubjedts were difaSbfted,' -and their Governors at va- 
riance; that the country was wretchedly provided 
■with arms and ftores, and they had fallen into a to- 
tal negledtof all military regulations in their garri- 
ibos ; and that the Indians on their frontier were 
tmiverfally difcontented, and feemed to be watching 
with impatience the favourable moment when they 
anight take a fcvere revenge for the barbarities they 
had groaned und.er during more than two ages : fo 
that every, circumttance concurred to facilitate the 
iciiterprizes of ourfquadron. Ofjall thefe articles we 
were amply informed by the letters we took oa 
^ard our prizes ; none of .thefe veflels, as I re- 
incmber, having had the precaution to throw their 
|>apers over-board. 

The ill blood amongft the Governors was greatly 
augmented by their apprebenfions of our Iquadron j 
for every one being willing to have it believed, 
tha* the bad condition of his Government was not 
the effed of negligence, there Were continual de- 
mands and remonftrances among them, in order to 
throw the blame upon each other. ThtB, for in-* 
fiance, thePrefident of St. Jaga in Chili, the Prefi- 
dent of Panama, and many other Governors, and 
aeiktary- ©iBeers, were perpetually foliciting the' 
Pmi to furnifii them with the necefiary 
B6iohey fprp«tti»^hcirpro*^e8 and placed 
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in a proper ftate of defence to oppofe our defigns : 
But the cuftomary anfwer of the Viceroy to thefe 
reprefentations was, That he was unable to comply 
with their requefts urging the emptinefs of the 
royal cheft at Lima, and the difficulties he was un- 
der to fupport the expeners of his own Govern*- 
ment: he in one of his le.;:-' (v.h::h we inter- 
cepted) mentic.-.'. . :pprehenfions that he might 
foon ben',. to ftop the pay of the troops 

and e' the garnfon of Callao, the key of the 
who' kingdom of Peru. Indeed he did at times 
remit to thefe Governors fome part of their de- 
mands ; but as what he fent them was greatly fhort 
of their wants, thefe partial fupplies rather tended 
to the railing jealoufies and heart-burnings among 
them, than contributed to the purpofes for which 
they had at firft been defired. 

Befides thefe mutual janglings amongfl: the Go*- 
vernors, the whdk: body of the people were ex- 
tremely diflatisfied •, they being fully perfuaded that 
the affairs of Spain for many years before had bees 
managed by the influence of a particular foreign in- 
terefl:, which was altogether detached from the ad- 
vantages of the Spanifi) Nation: So that the inhabi- 
tants of thefe diftant provinces believed tbcmfelvea 
to be facrificed to an ambition, which never con- 
sidered their convenience or emoluments, nor paid 
any regard to the reputation of their name, or the 
honour of their country. That this was the temper 
of the Creolhn Spaniards at that time, might be 
proved from a hundred inftances; but I ftiall coin-* 
tent myfelf with one, which is indeed conclufive 
This is the teftimony of the Frenck Machematiciaas, 
font latQ^erka, to mcafure the Giagniiude.of m 

equatorial 
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equatorial degree of latitude. For in the relation of 
the murther of a furgeon belonging to their com- 
pany in one of the cities of Peru, and of the popular 
tumult thence occalioned, written by one of thofe 
aftronomers, the au thor confeffes, that the multitude, 
during the uproar, univerfally joined in impreca- 
tions on their bad Government, and beftbwed the 
moft abulive language upon the French, deteftmg 
them, in all probability, more particularly as being 
of a nation, to whofe influence in the Spanijh Coun- 
fek the Spaniards imputed all their misfortunes. 

And whilft the CreoUan Spaniards were thus diP 
fatisfled, it appejrs by the letters we intercepted, 
that the Indians, on almoft every frontier, were ripe 
for a revolt, and would have taken up arms upon 
the {lighten encouragement •, particularly the IndF 
ms in the fouthern parts of Peru-, as likewife the 
Arrauecs, and the reft of the Chilian Indians, the 
inoft powerful and terrible to the Spamjh name of 
any on that Continent. For it feems, in fome dif- 
putes between the Spaniards and the Indians, which 
happened a ftiort time before our arrival, the Spa- 
niards had infulted the Indians with an account of 
the force, which they expeded from Old Spam under 
the command of Admiral Pizarro, and had vaunted 
that he was coming thither to compleat the great 
work, which had been left unBniflied by his ancef- 
tors. Thefe threats alarmed the Indians, and made 
them believe that their extirpation was relblved on. 
For the Pizarroh being the firft conquerors of that 
coaft, the Peruvian Indians held the name, and all 
rixat bore it, in execration not having forgot the 
deftruiftiofl of their Monarchy, the malTacrc of their 
feelove^ I*^a, Atapdipa, the extinction of their re- 
ligion. 
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ligion, and the flaughter of their anceftors; all per- 
petrated by the family of the Ptzarro’s. The CM- 
lian Indians too abhorred a chief wlio was defeended 
of a race, which, by its Lieutenants, had firlt at- 
tempted to indave them, and had neceffitated the 
ftouteft of their Tribes, for more than a century, 
to be continually wafting their blood in defence of 
their independency. 

Nor let it be fuppoled, that among barbarous 
nations the traditions of thefe diftjnt tranfaeftions 
could not be preferved for fo long an interval ; fince 
thofe who have been acquainted with that part of 
the world agree, that the Indians, in theii publick 
feafts, and annual folemnities, conflantly revive the 
memory of thefe tragick incidents; and fuch as have 
been prefent at thefe fpeftacles, have conftantly ob- 
ferved, that all the recital and reprefentations of 
this kind were received with emotions fo vehement, 
and with fo enthuGaftick a rage, as plainly demon- 
ftrated how ftrongly tfie memory of their former 
wrongs was implanted in them, and how acceptable 
the means of revenge would at all times prove. To 
this I muft add too, that the Spanijh Governors 
themfelves were fo fully informed of the difpoGtion 
of the Indians at this conjundure, and were fo ap- 
prehenGve of a genera! defedion among them, that 
they employed all their induftry to reconcile the 
moft dangerous tribes, and to prevent them from 
immediately taking up arms: Among the reft, the 
PreGdent of CbiU in particular made large concef- 
Cons to the Anaucos, and the other Chilian Indi- 
ans,, by which, and fay diftributing confiderabk 
prefents to their leading men, he at laft got them 
to confenc to a prolongation of the truce between 
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the two nations. But thefe negociatipns were not 
concluded at the time when we might have been in 
the ^outh Sm ; and, had they been conjpleated, yet 
the hatred of thefe Indians tothe Sfamardsvta%io great, 
that it would have been impolGble for their Chiefs; 
how deeply foever corrupted, to have kept them 
from joining us againft their old detefted enemy. 

Thus then it appears, that on our arrival in the 
Scuth-Seas, we might have found the whole coaft 
unprovided with troops, and deftitute even of arms : 
For we well know, from very particular intelligence* 
that there were not three hundred fire arms, of 
which too the greateft part were matchlocks, in all 
the province of Chili. Whilft at the fame time, 
the Indians were ripe for a revolt, the Spaniards dif- 
pofed to mutiny, and the Governors enraged with 
one another, and each prepared to rejoice in the dif- 
grace of his antagonift. At this fortunate crifis we, 
on the other hand, might have confifted of near 
two thoufand men, the greateft part in health and 
vigour, all well armed, and united under a Chief, 
whofe enterprifing genius (as we have feen) could 
not be dep refled by a continued feries of the moft 
linifter events, and whofe equable and prudent turn 
of'tcmper would have remained unvaried, in the 
midft of the greateft degree of good fuccefs ; and 
who befides pofielfed, in a diftinguilhcd manner, 
the two qualities, the moft neceflary for thefe un- 
common undertakings I mean that of maintaining 
his authority, and preferving, at the fame time, the 
affedtions of his people. Our other officers too, of 
every rank, appear, by the experiOTce the public 
bath fince had of them, to have been equal to any 
attempt they might have been charged with by their 
Codumader ; And our inen.(iB: aH-dimcs brave, If 

well 
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well conducted) in fnch a caufe, where treafure was 
the objedt, and under fuch leaders, would doubtlefs 
have been prepared to rival the mcft celebrated at- 
chLevements hitherto performed by f^r/V.^Mariners. 

It cannot then be contefted, but that Baldwin 
muft have fnrrendered on the appearance of our 
fquadron : After which, it may be prefumed, that 
the Jrraucos, the Pukhes, and Pengiilnches, inhabit- 
ing the banks of the river Impcfial, about twenty- 
five leagues to the northward of this place, would 
have immediately taken up arms, being difpofed 
thereto, as hath been aheady related, and encourag- 
ed by the arrival of fo confiderable a force in their 
neighbourhood. As thefe Indians can bring into 
the field near thirty thoufand men, the greateft part 
of them horfe, their firft ftep would have been the 
invading the province of Chili, which they would 
have found totally unprovided both of ammunition 
and weapons j and as its inhabitants are a luxurious 
andelFerainate race, they would have been incapable, 
on fuch an emergency, of giving any oppofition to 
this rugged enemy ; So that it is no ftrained con- 
jedture to imagine, that the Indians would have been 
foon matters of the whole country. Moreover, the 
oxhtt Indians, on the frontiers of Peru, being equally 
difpofed with the Arraucos to fliake off the Spsnijb 
yoke, it is highly probable, that they likewife would 
have embraced this favourable occafion, and that a 
general infurreaion would have taken place through 
all the Spanijh territories of South Amenca •, in which 
cafe, the only refource left to the CreoUans (diflatif- 
fied as they were with the Spanifo Government) 
would have been, to have made the beft terms they 
could with their Indian neighbours, and to have 
yithdrawn thcmfelyes from the obedience of a Maf- 
C c ter. 
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ter, who jhad (hown fo little regard to their fecurity”. 
This laft fuppofirion may perhaps appear chimerical 
to thofe, who meafure the poflibility of all events by 
the fcanty ftandard of their own experience ; but 
the temper of the times, and the ftrong diflike of 
the natives to the meafures then purfued by the Spa~ 
n’Jh Court, fufficiently evince at leaft its poflibility. 
However, not to infill on the prefumption of a ge- 
neral revolt, it; is fufRcient for our purpofe to con- 
clude, that the Arraucoi would fcarcely have failed 
of taking arms, on our appearance : Since this alone 
would fo far have terrified the enemy, that they 
would no longer have employed their thoughts on 
the means of oppofing us ; but would have turned 
ail their care to the Indian affairs ; as they ftill re- 
member, with the utmoll horror, the facking of 
their cities, the rifling of their convents, the capti- 
vity of their wives and daughters, and the defola- 
tion of their country by thefe refolute favages, in 
the laft war between the two nations. For it mull 
be obferved, chat the Chilian Indians have been fre- 
quently fuccefsful againft the Spaniards, and poflefs 
at this time a large traftof country, which was for- 
merly full of Spanijh towns and villages, whole in- 
habitants were all either deftroyed, or carried into 
captiviiy by the Arraucos znd. the other neighbour- 
ing Indians, who, in a war againft the Spaniards^ 
never fail to join their forces. 

But even, independent of an Indian revolt, there 
were two places only, on all the coaft of the South- 
S a, which could be fuppofed capable of refilling 
pur fquadron ; thefe were the cities of Panama and 
J^allao : As to the firft of diefc, its fortifications 
^efe fo decayed, and it' was fo much in want of 
pow^r, that the Prefident himfclf, in an intercepted 

letter, 
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letter, acknowledged it was incapable of being de- 
fended ; whence I take it for granted, it would have 
given us but little trouble, efpecially if we had 
opened a communication acrofs the Ifthmus with out 
fleet on the other fide. And with regard to the city 
and port of Callao^ its condition was not much better 
than that of Pmimna-, fince its walls are built upon 
the plain ground, without either out-work or ditch 
before them, and confift only of very flendcr feeble 
mafonry, without any earth behind them fo that a 
battery of five or fix pieces of cannon, railed any 
where withinfouror five hundred paces of the place, 
would have had a full view of the whole rampart, and 
would have opened it in a fliorttime; and the breach 
hereby formed, as the walls are fo extremely thin, 
could not have been difficult of afcent j for the ruins 
Would have been but little higher than the furfaceo^ 
tbe gtpundi and it wduld have yielded this parficti- 
jlar advantage to the aflaiiants, that the bulk^^^ 
grazed upon it, would have driven before them fijch 
fliivers of brick and ftone, as would have jpreiifented 
the garrifon from forming behind it, fuppofing tbaC 
; the tnsops; employed'in defence of 'the .place, foopl^ , 
have fo far furpaficd the ufual 

^^9. 'ftand n; general' a&ult. . 

, ^.'rcrplptipn; cannot beini.pU:tedtO'fh'cm'V"^ 
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pulliing our men on fliore. But this was animpradti- 
qableprojeft of defence, and proceeded on thefuppo- 
fition that our fhips, when we fhould land our men 
would keep at fuch a diftance, that thefe gallies, by 
drawing little water, would have been out of the 
reach of our guns; whereas the Commodore, before 
he had made futh an attempt, would doubtlefe have 
been pofleflfed of feveral prize ftiips, which he would 
not have hefitated to have run on fhore for the pro- 
tedion of his boats ; and befides, there were many 
places on that coaft, ando'ne particularly in the neigh- 
bourhoodof Callao, where there was;good anchoring, 
though a greatdepchof water, withina cable’s length 
of the fljore; conlequently the cannon of the man of 
war would have fwept all the coaft to above a mile’s 
(diftance from the water’s edge, and would have ef- 
fcdually prevented any force from aflembling, tb 
oppofe the landing and forming of our men ; And 
this landing-place had the additional advantage, that 
it was but two leagues diftant fromZ./w«; fo that we 
might have been at that city within four hours af- 
ter we ftiould have been firft dilcovered fiom the 
fliore. The place I have in view is about two 
leagues South of Callao, and juft to the northward , 
of the head-land called, in Fnzkr'% draught of that 
coaft, Mjoiro Solar. Here there is feventy or eighty 
fathom of water, within two cables length of the 
fhore ; and here the Spaniards themfelves were fb 
apprehenfive of our‘ attempting to land, that they 
had projeded to build a fort clofe to the water 4 
but as there was no money in the royal chefts, they 
epuld not compieat fo confiderable a work, and 
Ithcrefore they contented themfcives with keeping a 
jgjc^rd.of a hundred horfe there, that they might be 
weto reijave oaf ly notice of our appeaK^O on that 
I 
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coaft. Indeed fome of them (as we were told) con- 
ceiving our management at fea to be as pufallani- 
mous as their own, pretended that this was a road 
where the Commodore would never dare to hazard 
his fiiips, for fear that in fo great a depth of water 
their anchors could not hold them. 

And let It not be imagined, that I am proceed- 
ing upon groundlefs and extravagant prefumptions, 
when I conclude, that fifteen hundred or a thoufand 
of our people, well conduced, fliould have been an 
over- match for any numbers the Spaniards could 
mufter in South America. Since, not to mention the 
experience we had of them at Paita and Peiapian^ 
it muft be remembered, that our Commodore was 
extremely folicitous to have all his men trained to the 
dexterous ufe of their fire-arms j whereas the Spam* 
ardSf in this part of the world, were wretched pro- 
vided with arms, and were very awkward in the ma- 
nagement of the few they had : And though on their 
repeated reprefentations, the Court of had or- 

dered feveral thoufand firelocks to be puton faowdP/- 
zarro’s fquadron j yet thofe, it is evident, could not 
have been in America time enough to have been em- 
ployed againft us. Hence then by our arms, and 
our readinefs in the ufe of them (not to infift on the 
timidity and foftnefs of our enemy) wefhould in fome 
degree have had the fame advantages, which the .Sp#- 
mards themfelves had on the firft difeovery of this 
country, againft its naked and unarmed inhabitants. 

Now let it in the next place be confidcred, whp.t 
were the events which we had to fear, c«r .what w^sre 
the circumftanccs which could have prevented. qs 
from giving law to all the coalEl of Stmth Jmerkaj^ 
and thereby emting off from Spaitt the refource^i, 
which fhe drew fixiin thofe inGHaiaifo pi»vii!i.ccs. - By 
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fea there was no force capable of oppoling us j for* 
how foon foever we had failed, Pizarroh fquadron 
could not have failed fooner than it did, and there- 
fore could not have avoided the fate it met with. 
As wefhouldhavebeenmafters of the ports of Chili, 
we could thereby have fupplied ourfelves with the 
provifions we wanted, in the greateft plenty ; and 
from Bddivia to the equinoftial we ran no rifque of 
lofingour men by ficknefs, (thatbeingof all climates 
'the'jnoft temperate and healthy) nor of having our 
Clips difabled by bad weather. And had we wanted 
failors to aSiftin the navigating of our fquadron ,whilft 
a confider able proportion of our men were employed 
on (hore, we could not have failed of getting what- 
ever numbers we pleafed in the ports we Ihould have 
taken, and from the prizes which would have fallen 
into our bands. For I muft obferve that the Indi- 
ans, who are the principal manners in that part of 
the world, are extremely docile, and dexterous i 
and though they are not fit to ftruggle with the in- 
clemencies of a cold climate,' yet in temperate feaa 
they are moft ufeful and laborious feamen. 

Thus then it appears, whatimportant revolutions 
might have been brought about by our fquadron, 
had it departed from England as early as it ought to 
have done ; And from hence it is eafy to conclude, 
what immenfe advantages might have thence accrued 
*0 the Public. For, as on our fuccefs it would have 
been tmpoffible that the kingdom of Bpain fhould 
have received any trwfure from the provinces border- 
ifftg on the &mtb Seas, or fhould even have had any 
jjfOnimuBicatloo vkh them 5 it is certain that the 
.^(?!jole attention of that Monarchy would have been 
imrt^iately ‘employed in endeavouring to regain 

cipher by force of aarms 
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or compadl. By the firft of thefe methods it was 
fcarcely poffible they couldfucceed , for itmuft have 
been at leaft a twelvemonth after our arrival, before 
at\j? fliips from i-pam could have got into the ^otitk- 
Seas, and when they had been there, tliey would 
have found themfelves without refource: Since they 
v.'ould probably have been feparated, difabled, and 
fickly j and would then have had no port lemainino- 
in tlieir polieffion, where they could either rendez- 
vous 01 refit. Whilft we might have been fupplied 
acrofsthe Ifthmus with whatever neceffaries, ftores 
or even men wc wanted ; and might thereby have 
fupported our fquadron in as good a plight, as when 
it firft fet fail from Si. Helens, In fliort, it required 
but little prudence fo to have conducted this bufinefs, 
as to have rendered all the efforts of Spain., feconded 
by the power of France^ ineffcaual, and to have 
maintained our conqueft in defiance of them both. 
Whence they muft either have refolved to have left 
Great-Britain miftrefs of the wealth of South Jmerica^ 
(the principal fupport of ail their deftruaive pro- 
jects) or they muft have fubmitted to her terms, and 
have been contented to receive thefe provinces back 
again, as an equivalent for fuch rcftriaions to their 
future ambition, as fhe in her prudence ihould have 
dictated to them. Having thus difcufied the pro- 
digious weight which the operations of our fqua- 
dron might have added to the national influence of 
this kingdom ; I ftiall here end this fecond book, 
referring to the next, the paffage of the Mattered 
remains of our force acrofs the Fmijk Ocean, and 
all their fubfequent tranfaCtipns till the Coromq* 
dare’s arrival in England, 
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C H A P. I. 

The ruri from the coaft of Mexico to the La~ 
drones or Marian lilands. 

W HEN, oil the 6th of May 1642, we left 
the coaft of America, we ftood to the S. W. 
■with a view of meeting the N. E. trade-wind, which 
the accounts of former writers taught us toexpedl at 
feventy or eighty leagues from the land. We had 
bcfides another reafon for ftandingto the fouthward, 
which was the getting into the latitude of 13 or 14“ 
North i that being the parallel where the Pacific 
Ocean is moft ufually crofted, and conlequently 
where the navigation is efteemed the fafcft : This 
Jaft purpofe we had fopn anfwered, being in a day 
or two fulBciently advanced to the South. But 
though we were at the fame time more diftant from 
thefiipre, thanwehad prefumed was ncceflary for the 
!&nibg .in with the trade-wind j yet in this patti- 
ealftjr we ftrc'.|n{^^r|tyq’Qfty di%f«ointedj the 

wind 
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^ind Hill continuing to the leftward, or at beft va- 
riable. As the getting into the N. E. trade was to 
i!S a matter of the laft confequence, we flood yet 
more to the fouthward, and made many experiments 
to meet v;ith it •, but all our efforts were for a long 
time unfuccefsful : fo that it was I'even weeks, from 
our leaving the coafl, before we got into the lyuc 
trade-wind. This v/as an interval in which we had 
at firft believed we fiioukl will nigh have reached 
the eaftermoft parts of Jfia *, but we were fo baffled 
with the contrary and variable winds, which for all 
that time perplexed us, that we were not as yet ad- 
vanced above a fourth of the way. The delay alone 
would have been a fufficient mortification j but there 
were other circumftances attending it, which ren- 
dei\ d this fiiuation not lefs tenible, and our appre- 
hcnfions perhaps ftill greater than in any of our paft 
calamities. For our two (hips were by this time ex- 
tremely crazy ; and many days had not pafled be- 
fore we difeovered a fpring in the fore-maft of the 
Centurion^ which rounded about twenty-fix inches 
of its circumference, and which was judged to be at 
leaft four inches deep. And no fooner hacf the Car- 
penters fecured this maft with filliing it, than the 
Ghmefier made a Cgnal of diftrefs, to inform us that 
flie had a fpring in her main-maft, twelve feet be- 
low the truflel-trees 5 which appeared fo dangerous 
that (he could not carry any fail upon it. Our Car- 
penters, on a ftridexamination of this maft, found it 
exceffively rotten and decayed and it beingjudged 
neceflary to cut it down as low as it was defedivc, 
it was by tliis means reduced to nothing but a flump, 
which feryed only as a ftep to the top-tnaft, Thcfe 
accidents augmented our delay, and being added to 
purothcr diftreffesoccaflooed ,usgreat anxiety about 

our 
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our future fafety. For though after our departure 
feom Jam Fernandes^ we had enjoyed a moft unin- 
terrupted ftate of health, till our leaving the coaft 
of Mexico i yet the feurvy now began tomakefreflh 
havock amongft our people : And we too well knew 
theeffedls of this difeafe, by our former fatal expe- 
rience, to fuppofe that any thing except a fpeedy 
palTage could iecure the greater part of our crew 
from being deftroyed thereby. But as, after being 
feven weeks at fea, there did not appear any reafons 
that could perfuade us we were nearer the trade-wind 
than when we fet out, there was no ground for us 
to imagine, that our paflage would notprove at leaft 
three-times as long as we at firft expeded ; and con- 
fequently we had the melancholy profpeft either of 
dying by the feurvy, or of perifhing with the ftiip 
for want of hands to navigate her. Indeed, feveral 
amongft us were willing to believe, that in this warm 
climate, fo different from what we felt in paffing 
round Cc^e Horn, the violence of this difeafe, and 
its fatality, might be in fome degree mitigated j as 
ithad not been unufual to fuppofe that its particular 
virulence during that paffage was in a great meafurc 
owing to the feverity of the weather : But the ravage 
of the diftemper, in our prefent circumftahees, foon 
convinced us of the falfity of this fpeculation 5 as 
it iikewife exploded certam ocher opinions which 
ufually pafs current about the caufe and nature of 
this difeafe. 

JFor it has been generally prefumed, -tfaatfofficient 
fuppliesof waterandof frelhprovifjons, arecffeaual 
preventives of this malady ; but it happened that 
the prefent cafe’ we had aconfiderable ftock of frelh 
provirions on board, being the hogs and fowls which 
were t^en at Paiia we befides alraoft daily caught 

gteat 
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great abundanceof bonitos, dolphins, andalbicores-, 
and the unfettled feafon, which deprived us of the 
benefit of the trade-wind, proved extremely rainy j 
fo that we were enabled to fill up our water-calks, 
almoft as fall as they were empty 5 and each man 
had fivepints of water allowed him everyday during 
thepaffage. Butnotwithftanding this plenty of water, 
notwithftanding that the frelh provifions were diftri- 
buted amongft the fick, and the whole crew oftenfed 
upon fiih yet neither were the fick hereby relieved, or 
the progreis or malignity of the difeafe at all abated. 
Nor was it in thefe mftances only that we found the 
general maxims upon this head defedtive : For tho* 
it has been ufually efteeraed a neceflary piece of ma- 
nagement to keep all Ihips, where the crews are 
large, as clean and airy between decks as polTible i 
and it hath been believed by many, that this parti- 
cular alone, if well attended to, would prevent the 
appearance of the feurvy, or at leaft mitigate its vi- 
rulence j yet we obferved, during the latter part of 
our run, that though we kept all our ports open 
and took uncommon pains in cleanfingandfweetning 
the Ihips, the difeafe ftill raged with as much vio- 
lence as ever; nor did its advancement fccra to be 
thereby fenfibly retarded. 

However, I would not be underftood to afiert, 
that frelh provifions, -plenty of water, and a con- 
ftant fupply of fweet air between decks, arc matters 
of no moment; 1 am, on the contrary, well fatif- 
fied, that they are all of them articles of great im- 
portance, and are doubtlefs extremely conducive to 
'the health and vigour of a crew, and , may in many 
pafes prevent this fatal malady from taking place, 
/ril 1 have aimed at, in what I have advanced, is 
pply tp evince, that in fomc inftaneb, both the cure 

and 
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and prevention of this malady is itnpoflibleto be cf- 
fedled by any management, or by the application of 
any remedies which can be made ufe of at fea. In- 
deed, I am myfelf fully perfuaded, that when it has 
got to a certain head, there are no other means in 
nature for relieving the fick, but carrying them on 
Ihore, or at leaft biinging them into the neighbour- • 
hood of the land Perhaps a diftindt and adequate 
knowledge of the fource of this difeafe may never 
be diftovered ; but in general, there is no dilEciiIty in 
conceiving, that as a continued fupply of frefh air is 
neceflary to all animal life, and as this air is fo parti- 
cular a fluid, that without lofing its elafticity, or any 
of its obvious properties, it may be rendered unfit 
for this purpofe, by the mixing with it feme very 
fubtle and othei wife imperceptible effluvia ; it may 
be eafily conceived, I fay, that the fleams arifing 
from the ocean may have a tendency to render the 
air they are fpread through lefs properly adapted to 
the fupport of the life of terreftrial animals, unlefs 
thefe fleams are corredled by effluvia of another 
kind, which perhaps the land alone can afford. 

To what hath been already faid in relation to this 
difeafe, Ifhalladd, that our furgeon (who, during 
ourpaffage round Cape had aferibed the mor- 
tality wefufferedcothefeverity of the climate) exerted 
himfclf in the prefent run to theutmoft : But he at 
laft declared, that all his meafures were totally in- 
effectual, and did hot in the leaft avail his patients. 
On this it was refolved by the Commodore to try 
the fuccefs of two medicines, which, juft before his 
departure, from England, were the fubjed of much 
difeourfe, I mean the pill and drop of Mr. Ward, 

F or however violent the operations of thefemedicines 
«re faid to have fometimes proved, yet in the pire- 

fent 



R O U N D T H E W C R L D. 

fent inftance, where, without fome remedy, deftruc- 
tion feemed inevitable, the experiment at Icaft wa§ 
thought advifeable ; and therefore, one or both of 
them, at different times, were adminiftred to perfons 
in every ftage of the dittemper. Out of the numbers 
who took them, one, foon after fvvallowing the pill, 
was feized with a violent bleeding at the nofe ; He 
was before given over by the furgeon, and lay almofi: 
at the point of death ; but he immediately found 
himfelf much better, and continued to recover, tho’ 
flowly, till we arrived on fhore, which was near a 
fortnio-ht after. A few others too were relieved for 
fome days, but the difeafe returned again with as 
much virulence as ever. Though neither did thefe, 
nor the reft, who received no beneRr, appear to be 
reduced to a worfe condition than they would have 
been if they had taken nothing. The moft remark- 
able property of thefe medicines, and what was ob- 
vious in almoft every one that took them, was, that 
they adked in proportion to the vigour of the pati- 
ent/, fo that thofe who were within two or three 
days of dying were fcurcely affedked j and as the 
patient was differently advanced in the difeafe, the 
operation was either a gentle perfpiration, an eafy 
vomit, or a moderate purge ; But if they were taken 
by one in full ftrengtli, they then produced all the 
forementioned effedks with confiderablc violence, 
which fometimes continued for fix or eight hours 
together with little intermifiion. However, let us 
return to the profccution of our voyage. 

I have already obferved, that a few days after 
our running off the coaft of Mexico^ the GUucefi^ 
bad her tnain-inaft cut down to a fturop, and we 
were obligai to fifli our fore-maft i and that thefe 
misfortunes were greatly aggravate4 by our meet- 
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ing with contrary and variable winds for near feven 
weeks. I ftiall now add, that when we reached the 
trade-wind, and it fettled between the North and the 
Eaft, yet it feldom blew with fo much ftrength, that 
the Centurion might not have carried all her fmall 
fails abroad without the ieaft danger ; fo that, had 
we been a Angle fliip, we might have run down our 
longitude apace, and have arrived at the Ladroms, 
foon enough to have recovered great numbers of' 
our men, who afterwards perifhed. But the Gloa- 
tefier, by the lofs of her main-maft, failed fo very 
heavily that we had feldom any more than our top- 
fails fet, and yet were frequently obliged to lie to 
for her: And, I conceive, that on the whole we 
loft little lefs than a month by our attendance up- 
on her, in confequence of the various mifchances 
Ihe encountered. During all this run it was re- 
markable, that we were rarely many days together 
without feeing great numbers of birds ; which is a 
proof that there are feveral Iflands, or at Ieaft rocks, 
fcattered all along, at no very confiderable diftance 
from our track. Some indeed there are marked in 
the Spanijh chart, hereafter inferred : but the fre- 
quency of thefc birds feem to afcertain, that there 
are many more than have been hitherto difcovered % 
for the moft part of the birds, we obfcrved, were 
fuch as are known to rooft on fliore ; and the man- 
ner of their appearance fufBciently evinced, that 
they came from feme diftant haunt every morning, 
and returned thither again in the evening; fince 
we never faw them early or late ; and the hour of 
their arrival and departure gradually varied, which 
we fuppofed was occafioned by our running nearer 
their haunts, dr getting farther from them. 

The 
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The trade-wind continued to favour us, without 
any fluftuation, from the end of June till towards 
the end of July. But on the afitli of July, being 
then, as we efteemed, about three hundred leagues 
from the Ladranes, we met with a wefteriy wind, 
which did not come about again to the eaftward in 
four days time. This was a mofl: difp'iriting inci- 
dent, as it at once damped all our hopes of fpeedy 
relief ; efpecially too as it was attended with a vex- 
atious accident to the Gloucejter ; For in one part of 
thefe four days the wind flatted to a calm, and the 
flaips rolled very deep •, by which means the Ghu- 
cejlefs forecap fplitting, her fore-top mafl: came by 
the board, and broke her fore-yard direftly in the 
flings. As flie was hereby rendered incapable of 
making any fail for fome time, we were under a nc- 
ceflity, as foon as a gale fprung up, to take her in 
tow j and near twenty of the healthieft and ableft of 
our feamen were removed from the duty of our own 
fhip, and were continued eight or ten days together 
on board the Gbucefter to affift in repairing her da- 
mages : But thefe things, mortifying as we thought 
them, were only the commencement of our dilafters; 
for fcarce had our people finiffaed their bufirrefs in 
the Gloucejier before we met with a moft violent 
ftorm from the weftern board, which obliged us t* 
lie to. At the beginning of this ftorm our fliip 
fprung a leak, and let in fo much water that all our 
people, officers included, were conftantly employed 
aboutthepumps: And the next day we had the vex» 
ation to fee the Gloucefier with her fore-top maft 
once more by the board. Nor .was that the whole 
. of her calamity, fince whilft we were viewing her, 
with great concern for this new diftrefs, we faw her 
main-top maft^ wHch had hitherto fetved her as a 
7 jury 
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jj.iry m^in mail, lhare the Oaie fate. This com- 
pleated our misfonuncsj and rendered them without 
jrefource : For ws knew the Ghtucfier'^ crew, were 
fo few and feeble, that without our affiftance they 
could not be reliewed j whilft at the fame time our 
fick were now fo far increafed, and thofe who re- 
mained in health fo continually fatigued with the 
additional duty of our pumps, that it was impof- 
fible for us to lend them any aid. Indeed we were 
■not as yet fully apprized of the deiplorable fituation 
joftbe Gloucsfier's.xvevf, for when the ilorm abated, 
which during its continuance prevemed all comn}i|y 
cication with the^m^theGloucefter bore up under our 
ftern j and Captain MHchel informed the Commo- 
dore, that befides the lois of his maflis, which was 
that was vifible to us, the fhip had then no lefs 
than feven feet of water in her hold, although his 
officers and men had been kept conftantly at the 
pumps for the lafi: twenty-four hours. 

This new circumftance was indeed a mofb terrible' 
accumulation to the other extraordinary didrefles of 
the-Gkuceftsr, and required, if pofiible, the nxifl: 
Ipecdy and vigorous affiftance •, which Captain 
M.itchi‘1 begged the Commodore to afford him ; 
'Birt the debility of our people, and our own imme- 
diate prefer vation, rendered it imprafticablefor the 
Commodore to comply with his requeft. All that 
could\ be done, was to lend our boat on board for a 
piore particular account of the fhip^s condition ; as it 
waafoonful'peded thatthetaking herpeopleon board 
jus, and then deftroying her, was the only meafure 
that could be profecured in the prefent emergency, 
Jsolit for the fecurity of their lives and of our own. 

-Duff boat fsoh returned with a reprefentation of 
lh«-fla»^ the G^t0tr^ and of her^evcral defefts, 

figned 
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figned by Captain Miichehnd all his officers whence 
it appeared, that flie had fprung a leak by the ftern 
poft being loofe, and working with e\ ery roll of the 
fliip, and by two beams a-midfliips being broken in 
the orlope ; no part of which, as the Carpenters re- 
ported, could poffibly be repaired at fca: That both 
officers and men had wrought twenty-four hours at 
the pump without intertniflion, and were ar leng; h 
fo fatigued that they could continue rheir labour no 
longer, but had been forced to defifl, with fevcn 
feet of water in the hold, which covered all their 
cafks, fo that they could neither come at f rcfh water 
nor provifion : That they had no maPc (landing, 
except the foreraaft, the mii!,en-mafl:,and the mizen- 
top maft, nor had they any fpare mafts to get up in 
the room of thofe they had loft ; That the lilup was, 
befides, extremely decayed in every part •, for her 
knees and clamps weie all become quite loofe, and 
her upper works in general were fo crazy that the 
jquarter-deck was ready to drop do >vn ; That her 
crew was greatly reduced, as there remained alive 
on board her, officers included, no nfore than fc- 
venty-feven men, eighteen boys, and two prifoner?, 
and that of this whole number only fixteen men 
and eleven boys were capable of keeping the deck, 
feveral of thele too being very infirm. 

The Commodore, on the perufal of this meJan- 
choly reprefentacion, , prefcntly ordered them a fup- 
ply of water and provifions, of which they feemed 
to be in the moft preffing want, and at the fame _ 
timefent bis ow?n Carpenter on board them, to ex- 
amine into the truth of every particular j and it be- 
ifig found, on the ftridleft enquiry, th*t the preced- 
ing accounc'was in no inftance.exaggerated, it plain- 
ly appeared there was no poffibillty of preferving , 
. D d ' ‘ iU 
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the Gkucejler any longer, as her leaks were irrepar- 
able, and the united hands on board both fhips 
would not be able to free her, could we have 
fpared the whole of our crew ta her relief, What 
then could be refolved on, when it was the utmoft 
we ourfclves could do to manage our own pumps ? 
Indeed there was no room for deliberation j the 
only ftep to be taken, was the faving the lives of the 
im that remained on board the Ghucejier, and the 
getting out of her as much as we could, before file 
was deftroyed. The Commodore therefoie imme- 
diately fent an order to Captain Mitchel to put his- 
people on board the Cefiturion, as expeditioufiy as he 
could, ,now the weather was calm and favourable?, 
and to take out fuch ilores as he could get at, whilft 
the fhip could be kept above water. And as our 
leak required lefs attention, whilft the prefent eafy 
weather continued, we fent our boats with as many 
men as we could fpare to Captain M/cM’s alliftance. 

The removing the Gloucejiet^s people on board 
us, and the getting out fuch ftorcs as could moft 
cafily be come at, gave us full employment for two 
days. Mr. Anfon was extremely defirous to have 
faved two of her cables and an anchor, but the fiiip 
rolled fo much, and the men were lb exceffively fa- 
tigued, that they were incapable of effedingitj. 
nay, it was even with the greateft difficulty that the 
prize-money which the Glousefttr had taken in the 
Soutb-Seast was fecured and fent on board- the C<f»r 
However, the prize goods in the 
which amounted to feveralthoufand pounds iri va»* 
ioe, and- were principally dte CemvM& property^ 
vtee entirely loft; nw- could any more provifio^ 
be. go* am than- five calks of fiour, three of whiqb 
j&lb-’fetter,. -Their fick men, 
amounting. 
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amounting to near feventy, were conveyed into the 
boats with as much care as the circumAances of that 
time would permit ; but three or four of them ex* 
pired as they were hoifting them into the Centuriotu 

It was the 1 5th oiAitgnfl^ in the evening, before, 
the Gloucejier was cleared of every thing that was 
propofed to be removed ; and though the hold was 
now almoft full of water, yer, as the Carpentefs 
were of opinion that fhe might ftill fwim for fome 
time, if the calm Ihould continue and the water be- 
come fmooth, it was refolved fte fhould be burnt i 
as we knew not how little diftant we might be at 
prefent from the ifland of Gmm^ which was in the 
poffeffion of our enemies, to whom the wreck of 
fuch a Ihip would have been no contemptible acqui- 
fition. When fhe was fet on fire. Captain Miichtl 
and bis olBcers left her, and came on board the Cm- 
turion : And we immediately flood from the wreck, 
not without fome apprehenfions (as we bad only a 
light breeze) that if fhe blew up foon the concufiion 
of the air might damage our riggings but fhe for- 
tunatcly continued burning the whole night, fo that 
though her guns fired fucceffivcly, as the flames 
reached them 5 yet it was fix in the morning, whea 
we were about four leagues diftant, before fhe hlfuw 
up. The report fhe made upon this occafion was 
but fmall j although the blaft produced an exceed- 
ing black pillar of fmoke, which Ihot up into the 
air to a very confiderable height. 

Thus perifhed bis Majefty’s Chip the Gkateejier* 
And now it might have been cxpe£lcd, that being 
freed from the embarraflmcnis which her freqnene 
difafters had involved us in, we fhould have pr«>- 
ceeded on our way much brifiser than we had hi- 
therto done, efj^ciaJly as #e bad receiv^ fomd 
D d a fmall 
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fmall addition to our ftrength, by the taking on 
board the Gloucejier’s crew. However we were foon 
taught that our anxieties were not yet to be relieved; 
and that, notwichftandingall we had already fuffered, 
there remained much greater diftreffes, which we 
were ftill to ftruggle with. For the late ftorm, 
which had proved fo fatal to the Gloucefter^ had dri- 
ven us to the northward of our intended courfe ; and 
the current fetting the fame way, after the weather 
abated, had forced us yet a degree or two farther, 
fo that we were now in 17®^ of North latitude, in- 
ftead of being in 13°^, which was the parallel we 
propofed to keep, in order to reach the Ifland of 
Gum. ' As it had been a perfedf calm for fome days 
Cnee the celTation of the ftorm, and we were igno- 
rant how near we were to the meridian of the La- 
drones, though we fuppofed ourfelves not to be fir 
from it ; we apprehended that we might be driven 
. to the leeward of them by the current, without dif- 
covering th^m. On this fuppofition, the only land 
we could make would be fome of the eafern parts 
of where, if we could arrive, we fliould find 
the weftern raonfoon in its full force, fo that it would 
be impoflible for the ftouteft, beft manned (hip to 
get in. Befides, this coaft being between four and 
five hundred leagues diftant from us, we, m our 
ianguiihing circumftances, could exped no other 
than to be deftroyed by the feurvy, long before the 
moft favourable gale could enable us to compleat fo 
extenfive a navigation. For our deaths were by this 
time extremely alarming, no day paffing in which we 
did not bury eight or ten, and fometimes twelve of 
our men 5 and tbofe, who had as yet continued 
healthy, began to fall down apace. Indeed we mado 
tkebeftufewc cobld ofourprefcntcalmjbyemploy-f 
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ing our Carpenters in fearching after the leak, which 
notwithflanding the little wind we had, was now 
confiderable. The Carpentei s at length difeovered 
it to be in tlie Gunner’s fore ftore-room, where the 
water ruflied in under tlie breaft-hook, on each fide 
of the ftem : but though they found where it was, 
they agreed it was impoflible to fhop it, till they 
could come at it on the outfide which was evident- 
ly a matter not to be attempted till we Ihould arrive 
in port. However, they did the bed they could 
within board, and were fortumte enough to leduce 
it, which was a confiderable relief to us. 

We hitherto confidered the calm which fucceeded 
the ftorm, and which had now co.ntinucd for fome 
days, as a very great misfortune; fince thecurrents 
were all the time driving us to the northward of our 
parallel, and we thereby rifqued the miffing of the 
Ladrones, which we at prefent conceived ourlelves 
to be very near. But wh.en a gale fprung up, our 
condition was flill worfe: for it blew from the S. W. 
and confequently was dire6:ly oppofbd to the courle 
we wanted to fteer : And though it foon veered to 
the N. E. yet this ferved only to tantalize us, as it 
returned back again in a very Jliort time to its old 
quarter. However, on the azd of we had 
the fatisfa^lion to find that the current was Ihifted; 
and had fet us to the fouthward. And the 33d, at 
day- break, we were cheered with the difeovery of 
two Iflands in the weftern board, 1 his gave us all 
great joy, and raifed our drooping fpirits; for till 
then an univerfal dejcdlion had feized us, and we 
almoft defpaired of ever feeing land again. The 
heareft of thefc Ifland, as we Icaimt afterwards was 
Anatac&n\ this we judged to be full fifteen leagues 
from us ; it feemed to be high' land, ' though of an 
,D d 3 indifferent 
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indifferent length : The other was the Ifland of Se^ 
rigan ; which had rather the appearance of a rock, 
than of a place we could hope to anchor at. The 
view of thele Iflands is inferted at the top of the 
thirty-third plate. We were extremely impatient 
to get in with the neareft Ifland, where we expedted 
to find anchoring ground, and an opportunity of 
refrefliing our fick. But the wind proved fo va- 
riable all day, and there was fo little of it, that we 
advanced towards it butflowly; however, by the 
next morning we were got fo far to the weftward, 
that we were in fight of a third Ifland, which was 
t^t of PamreSi and which is marked in the chart 
only as a rock. This was very fmall, and the land 
low, fo that we had paffed within left than a mile 
of it, in the night, without obferving it. At noon, 
being then not four miles from the Ifland of Anata- 
can, the boat was fent away to examine the anchor- 
ing ground and the produce of the place; and we 
were not a little felicitous for her retui n, as we con- 
ceived our fate to depend upon the report we fhould 
receive : For the other two Iflands were obvioufly 
enough incapable of furniChing us with any affjffcance, 
and we knew not that there were any befides which 
\ye could reach. In the evening the boat came back, 
and the crew informed «s that there was no road for 
a fliip to anchor in, the bottom being every where 
foul ground, and all except one fmall Ipor, not 
lefs than fifty fathom depth ; that on that fpot 
there was thirty fathom, though not above half a 
mile from the fhore 3 and that the bank was fteep 
too^ and could not be depended on s They farther 
tbi^t they had landed on the Ifland, notwith- 
difficulty oh account of thegreatnefs of 

waa evetf where 
covered 
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covered with a kind of wild cane, or rulh •, but 
that they met with no water, and did not believe the 
.place to be Inhabited ; though the foil was good 
and abounded with groves of coco-nut trees. 

The account ol the impoffibility of anchoring at 
this Ifland occafioned a general melancholy on board ; 
for we confidered it as little lei's than the prelude to 
ourdeftrudtion ; andour defpondency was increafcd 
iby a difappointment we met with the fucceeding 
■night ; when, as we were plying -under top-fails, 
with an intention of getting nearer to the Ifland, 
and of fending our boat on (hore to load with -coco- 
nuts for the refrefihmentof our fick, the wind proved 
■fqually, and blew fo ftrong off fliore, that we were 
■driven too far to the fouthward, to venture to fend 
off our boat. And now the only poffible circom- 
ftance, that could fecure the few which remained 
alive from periihing, was the accidental falling ia 
with fome other of the Ladrone Iflands, better pre- 
pared for our accommodation but as our know- 
ledge of thefe Iflands was extremely imperfe<9:, w« 
were to truft entirely to chance for our guidance; 
only as they are all of thcmufudly laid down nearthe 
fame meridian, and we conceived thofe we had al- 
ready feen to be part of them, we coacluded to ftand 
to the fouthward, as the moft probable means of dis- 
covering the reft. Thus, with the moffc gloomy 
perfuafionof our approaching deftnaftion, we flood 
from tlie Ifland of Anatmm, having all of us the 
'ftrongeft apprehenfions (and thofe not ill-grounded) 
cither of dying by the fcurvy, or of being deflroyed 
with the Ihip, which, for want of hands to work 
her pumps, might in a Ibart time be expend 
.founder. 

US. 4: -''CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 

Our arrival at Tinian^ and an account of the 
liland, and of our proceedings there till the 
Centurion drove out to fea, 

I T was the 26th of Auguft, 1742, in the morn- 
ing, when we loft fight of the Iflanci of Jnata- 
can, dteading that it was the laft land we fhould 
ever fix our eyes on. But the next morning we dif- 
covered thiee other Iflands to the eallward, which 
were between ten and fourteen leagues diftant from 
vs.. 1 hefe were, as we afterwards learnt, the liland 
of S&ypm-, and Aguigan, 'W e immediately 

fteered towards '^inisn, which was the middlemoft 
of the three j but we had fo much of calms and 
light airs, that though we were helped forwards by 
the currents, yet on the morrow, at day-break, we 
had not advanced nearer than within five leagues 
of it, However, we kept on our courfe, and about 
ten o’clock we perceived a proa under fail to the 
fouthward between ’Timan and Aguigan. As we 
imagined uom hence tbacthefe Iflands were-inhabit- 
ed, and knew that the Spaniards had always a force 
at Guam, we took the neeefiary precautions for our 
’own fecurity: And endeavoured to prevent the ene- 
my as Oiuch as pofilble from making an advantage of 
our prefent wretched circumftances, of which we 
feared they would be fuiBciently informed by the 
manner of our woikin^ the ihip. We therefore 
muftered all our hands^ who were capable of ftand- 
ing to their arms, and loaded our upper an^l quarter- 
-deck guns with grape ftot •, and that we might the 
more read, ily procure fome intelligence of the ftate of 

thefe 
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thefelflands, wefliowed Spanijh colours, andhotfted 
a red flag at the fore top-maft-head, hoping thereby 
to give our fhip the appearance of theMsw/i^galeon, 
and to decoy fome of the inhabitants on board us. 
Thus preparingourfelves, and {landing towards the 
land, we were near enough, at three in the after- 
noon, to fend, the Cutter on fhore, to find out a 
proper birth for the fhip ; and we foon perceived 
that <i proa put off from the Ifland to meet the Cut- 
ter, fully perfuaded, as we afterwards found, that 
we were the Mufiila fliip. As we faw the Cutter 
returning with the proa in tow, we infliantly lent 
thePinnaceto receive the proa and the piiibners, and 
to bring them on board, that the Cutter might 
proceed on her errand. The Pinnace came back 
with a Spaniard and four Indians, which were the 
people taken in the proa : And the Spaniard being 
immediately examined as to the produce andcirdu tn- 
ftances of this Ifland of -Tinian, his account of it 
furpalTed even our moft fanguine hopes. For he in- 
formed us, that though it w’as iminhabiied, (which 
in kfelf, confulcring our prefent defencclefs condi- 
tion, was a convenience not to be dclpifed) yet it 
wanted bur few pf the accommoda' ions thatcouldbe 
expedlcd in the moft cultivated country. In jrarti- 
cular he aiTured us, that there was plenty of very 
good water ; that there were an incredible number 
of cattle, bogs, and poultry running wild on the 
Ifland, all of then) excellent in their kind •, that the 
woods afforded fweet and four oranges, limes, le- 
mons, and coco-nuts in great abundance, befldes a 
. fruit peculiar to thefe Ifland.s, which fervi d inftead 
. of bread j thit from the quantity and goudnds of 
the provifions produced here, the; Spamuras at Cmm 
• made ufe of it 4s 3, ftofe for lupplying the garrilon * 

and 



402 Ld. ANSON’S VOYAGE 
and that he hitnfelf was a Serjeant of thatgarrifon, 
who was fent hither with twenty-two Indians to jerk 
jbeef, which he was to load for Guam on board a 
fmall bark of about fifteen tun, which lay at an- 
chor near the Ihore. 

This relation was received by uswith inexpreffible 
joy : Part of it we were ourfelves able to verify on 
the fpot, as we were by this time near enough to 
difcover feveral numerous herds of cattle feeding in 
different places of the Ifland j and we did not any 
ways doubt the reft of his narration 5 fince the ap- 
pearance of the fliore prejudiced us greatly in its 
favour, and made us hope, that not only our ne- 
ceffities might be there fuUy relieved, and our dil- 
cafed recovered, but that, amidft thofe pleafing 
feenes which were then in view, we might procure 
ourfelves fome amufement and relaxation, after the 
numerous fatigues we had undergone. For the 
profpeft of the country did by no means refemble 
that of an uninhabited and uncultivated place ; but 
had much more the air of a magnificent plantation 
where large lawns and ftately woods had been laid, 
out together with great flcill, and where the whole 
had been fo artfully combined, and lb judicioufly 
adapted to the flopes of the hills, and the inequalities 
of the ground, as to produce a molt ftriking effedl, 
and to do honour to the invention of the contriver. 
Thus, (an event not unlike what we had already 
feen) we were forced upon the moft defirable and 
falutary raeafures by accidents, which at firft fight 
we confidered as thegreatefi: of misfortunes ■, for had 
W not been driven by the contrary winds and mr- 
to the northward of our courfe, (a circum- 
ffahee, which ac that time gave us the moft terrible 
we 11^ in all probability, never 

have 
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have arrived at this delightful Ifland, and confe- 
quently we fhould have miffed of that place, where 
alone all our wants could be moft amply relieved, 
our fick recovered, and our enfeebled crew once 
more refrefhed, and enabled to put again to fea. 

The Spanifi Serjeant, from whom we received 
the account of the Ifland, having informed us that 
there were fome Lidians on fliore under his com- 
mand, employed in jerking beef, and that there 
was a bark at anchor to take it on board j we were 
defirous, if poffible, to prevent the Indians from 
efcaping fince they would certainly have given the 
Governor of Guam intelligence of our arrival : we 
therefore immediately difpatched the Pinnace tofe- 
cure the bark, as the Serjeant told us that was the 
only embarkation on the place ; and then, about 
eight in the evening we let go our anchor in twenty- 
two fathom. But though it was almoft calm, and 
whatever vigour and fpirit was to be found on board 
was doubtlefs exerted to the utmoft on this pleafing 
occafion, when, after having kept the fta for Ibme 
months, we were going to take poffeffion of thislittle 
paradife ; yet we were full five hours in furling our 
fails. It is true, we were fomewhat weakened by the 
crews of the Cutter and Pinnace which were fent on 
fhore; but it is not lefs true, that, including thofe 
abfenc with the boats and fome Negroes and Mkns 
prifoners, all the hands we could muftef capable of 
ftandingat a gun amounted to no more than feventy- 
one, moft of which too were incapable of duty, ex- 
cept on the greateftemergcncies. This, inconfider- 
able as it may appear, was the whole for^:e we could 
collefliin our, prefent enfeebled conditioft, from the 
united crews of tfie Cmimmt the Gkucejter, andthe 
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Tryal, which, when we departed from con- 

fifted all together of near a thoufand hands. 

When we had furled our fails, our people were al- 
lowed to repofe thcmfelves during the remainder of 
the night, to recover them from the fatigue they 
had undergone. Bur in the morning a party was 
fent on Ihore well armed, of which I myfelf was 
one, to makeourfeivei.mafbersof the landing-place, 
fince we' were not certain what oppofition might be 
made by the Indians on the Ifland : We landed 
however without difficulty : for the Indians having 
perceived, by our feizure of the bark the night be- 
fore, 'that we were enemies, they immediately fled 
into the woody parts of the Ifland. We found on 
fliore many huts which they had inhabited, and 
which faved us both the rime and troub'e of erecting 
tents ; one of thefe huts which the Indians made ufe 
of for a ftorc-houfe was very large, being' twenty 
yards long, and fifteen broad ; This we immediately 
cleared of fome bales of jerked beef, which had 
been left in it, and converted it into an hofpital for 
' our fick, who as foon as the place was ready to re- 
ceive them, were brought on fliore, being in all a 
hundred and twenty-eight. Numbers of thefe were 
fo very helplefs, that we were obliged to carry them 
from the boats to the hofpital upon our (boulders, in 
which humane employment (as before at Juan Fer- 
nandes) the Commodore himfelf, and every one of 
his officers, were engaged without diftinftion •, and, 
potwkhftanding the extreme debility and the dying 
afpeds of the greateft: part of our fick, it is almofi: 
incredible how (bon they began to' feel thefalutary 
jnSucnceof the land;, For, though wc buried twenty- 
©ne men orV this and the preceding day, yet we did 
Boi Idle above ten men more during the whole two 

xnoiuha 
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months we ftaid here : But our difcafed in general 
reaped fo much benefit from the fruits of the Ifiand, 
particularly thofc of the acid kind, that, m a week’s 
time, theic were but few of them who were not fo far 
recovered, as to be able to move about without help. 

Being now in feme fort eftabliflied at this place, 
we were enabled moi e djflinctly to examine its quali- 
ties and pioduflions ; and that the reader may die 
better judge of our manner of life here, and futuie 
Navigators be better apprized of the convenicncics 
we met with, I fnall, before I proceed any farther in 
the hiftory of our own adventures, throw together 
the raoft intercfcing particulars that came to our 
knowledge, relating to the fituation, foil, produce, 
and accommodations of this Ifland of Tinian. 

This Ifland lies in the latitude of 1 5'-’ ; 8' North, 
and longitude form Acapulco 114’: 50' Weft. Its 
length is about twelve miles, and its breadth about 
half as ntuch ; it extending from the S. S. W. to 
N. N. E. The foil is every where dry and healthy, 
and being withal fomewhat fandy, it , is thereby the 
lefs difpofed to a rank and over luxuriant vegetation i 
and hence the meadows and the bottoms of tlie 
woods are much neater and fmoother than is cuf- 
tomary in hot climates. The land rofe in gentle 
flopes from the very beach where we watered, to the 
' middle of the Ifland, though the general courfe of 
its afeent was often interrupted by vallies of an eafy 
defeent, many of which wind irregularly through 
th® country, 'fhefe vallies and the gradual fwcllings 
of the ground, which their different combinations, 
gave rife to, were mail beautifully diverfified by the 
mqtual encroachments of woods and lawns, which 
coafted each other, and traverfed the Ifland in large 
trads. The woods confifted pf tali and well fpread 

trees. 
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trees, the greateft part of them celebrated either 
for their afpedl, or their fruit : Whilft the lawns 
were ufually of a confiderable breadth, their turf 
quite clean and uniform, it being compofed of a 
very fine trefoil, which was intermixed with a va- 
riety of flowers. The woods too were in many 
places open, and free from all bulhes and under- 
wood, fo that they terminated on the lawns with a 
well defined out-line, where neither fhrubs nor 
weeds were to be feen ; but the neatnefs of the ad- 
jacent turf was frequently extended to a confidera- 
ble diftance, under the hollow fhade formed by the 
trees. Hence arofe a great number of the mofl: 
elegant and entertaining profpefls, according to the 
different blendings of thefe woods and lawns, and 
their various interfedtions with each other, as they 
Ipread themfelves differently through the vallies, 
and over the flopes and declivities in which the 
place abounded. Nor were the allurements of Tt- 
mdn confined to the excellency of its landflcips only j 
iSnee the fortunate animals, which during the great- 
eft part of the year are the foie lords of this happy 
foil, partake in fome meafure of the romantic cafl: 
of the Ifland, and are no fmall addition to its won- 
derful feenery ; for the cattle, of which it is not un- 
common to fee herds of fome thoufands feeding to- 
gether in a large meadow, are certainly the moft 
remarkable in the world 5 as they are all of them 
milk-white, except their ears, which are generally 
brown or black. And though there are no inhabi- 
tants here, yet the clamour and frequent parading 
of domeftic poultry, which range the woods in 
great numbers, perpetually excite the idea of the 
neighljOQrhood of farms and villages, and greatly 
jsotttribtijBe to chearfnlaefe and beauty of the 

place* 
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place. The cattle on Tinian we computed were 
atleaft ten thoufand; we had no difficulty in getting 
near them, for they were not at all Ihy of us. Our 
firft method of killing them was Ihooting them 5 
but at laft, when, by accidents to be hereafter re- 
cited, we were obliged to hufband our ammunition,, 
our men ran them down with eafe. Their fleffi was 
extremely well rafted, and was believed by us to be 
much more eafily digefted, than any we had ever 
met with. The fowls too were exceeding good, 
and were likewife run down with little trouble ; for 
they could fcarce fly further than an hundred yards 
at a flight, and even that fatigued them to fuch a 
degree, that they could not readily rife again ; fo 
that, aided by the opennefs of the woods, we could 
at all times furniffi ourfelves with whatever number 
we wanted. Befides the cattle and the poultry, we 
found here abundance of wild hogs : Thefe were 
moft excellent food; but as they were a very fierce 
animal, we were obliged either to fhoot them, or tck 
hunt them with large dogs, which we found upoii' 
the place at our landing, and which belonged to the 
detachment which was then upon the Ifland amaf- 
fing provifions for the garrifon of Gmm. As thefe 
dogs had been purpofcly trained to the killing of 
the wild hogs, they followed us very readily, and 
hunted for us ; but though they were a large boldl 
breed, the hogs fought with fo much fury, that 
they frequently deftroyed them, whcncc we by de- 
grees loft the greateft part of them. 

This place was not only extremely grateful to us, 
from tbe plenty and excellency of its frelh provi- 
lions, but Wm as much perhaps tab© admired on 
account of its fruits and vii^etable produ^ioos, 
which Were moft fortunately, adapted to the cure of 
the foa feurvy, the difeafe which- had fo terribly re- 
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duced us. For in the woods there were incon* 
ceivable quantities of coco-nuts, with the cabbages 
growing on the fame tiee ; There were befides, 
guavoes, limes, fweet and four oranges, and a 
kind of fruit peculiar to thefe Iflands, called by the 
Jnimis Rhyrnaj, but by us the Bread. Fruit, for it 
was conftantly eaten by us during our ftay upon the 
Iflcnd inftead of brftad, and fo univerfally preferred 
to it that no fhip’s bread was expended in that whole 
interval. It grew upon a tree which is fomewhas 
lofty, and which towards the top diVides into large 
andfpreading branches. The leaves of this tree are 
of a remarkable deep green, are notched about the 
edges, and are generally from a foot to eigt'teen 
inches in length. The fruit itfelf is found indiffe- 
rently on all parts of the branches } it is in fliape ra- 
ther elliptical than round ; it is covered with a rough 
rind, and is ufually feven or eight inches long; each 
of them grows fingly, and not in clufters. This 
fruit is fitteft to be ufed when it is full grown, but 
Hill green : in which ftate, after it is properly pre- 
pared by being roafted in the embers, its t ifte has 
fbme diftant refemblance to that of an artichoke’s 
bottom, and its texture is not very different, for it 
is foft and fpongy. ' As it ripens it becomes fofter 
and of a yellow colour, when it contraiSts a lufeious 
tafte and an agreeable fmell, not unlike a rip6 
peach ; but then it is efteemed unwholfome, and is 
laid to produce fluxes. I fhall only add, that it is 
deferibed both by Dumpier, and in Ri^'s Hifiory of 
Plants : And that in the view of the watering-place, 
Plate XXXIV, there is drawn one of the trees bear- 
ing this fruit, being that marked with the letter (c). 
Befides the fruits already enumerated, there were 
many other vegetables extremely condweive to the 

cur® 
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cure of tlie malady we had long laboured under, 
fuchas water-melons, dandelion, creeping purllan, 
mint, fcurvy-grafs and forrel; all which, together 
with the frcfli meats of the place, we devoured witli, 
great eagemefs, prompted thereto by the flrong in- 
clination, which, in fcorbutic diforders, natuie ne- 
ver fails of exciting for thofe poweiful fpecifics. 

It will eafily be conceived from what hath been 
already faid, that our ciu-ar upon this Ifland was hi 
fome degree luxurious ; but 1 have not yet recited 
all the varieties of provifion wh'ch we here indulaed 
in. Indeed we thought it prudent totally to ablfain 
from filh, the few we caught at our firft arrival hav- 
ing furfeited thofe who eat of them; but confidering 
how much we had been inured to that fpecies of 
food, we did not regard this circumllance as a dif- 
advantage, efpccially as the defect was fo amply 
fupplifid by the beef, pork, and fowls already men- 
tioned, and by. great plenty of wild fowl j for it is 
to be remembered, that near the centre of the Ifland 
there were two confiderable pieces of fitili water, 
Which abounded with duck, tea), and curlew, not 
fo mention the whittling plover, which we found 
there in prodigious plenty. 

It may now perhaps Le wondbed at, that an 
Ifland fo exquifirely furnifhed with the convenicncies 
of life, and lo well adapted not only to the fub- 
fiftence but likewift to the enjoyment of mankind, 
fliould be entirely deilituteof inhabitams, dpecially 
iiskis b the. neighboOrhood of other Iflands, which 
in fome meaCdre depend upon this for their fupport. 
Toobviate this difficulty, I muft obfenc, that it is 
hot fifty yeafs fince the Ifland was depopulated. 
The Indians had in our cuftody afiured us^ that 
formerly the three Iflands of Tmm^ Rotay and 
E. c Gumy 
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Guam, were all full of inhabitants ; and that Tinian 
alone contained thirty thoufand fouls : But a ficknefs 
raging anjongft thefe Iflands which deftroyed mul- 
titudes of the people, the Spaniards, to recruit their 
numbers at Guam, which were extremely diminilhed 
by the mortality, ordered all rhe inhabitants of Ti- 
man thither j where, languifhing for their former 
habitations and their cuflomary method of life, the 
greateft part of them in a few years died of grief. 
Indeed, independent of that attachment which all 
nsankind.have ever fhown to the places of their 
birth and bringing up, it fhould feem from what 
has been already faid, that there were few countries 
more worthy to be regretted than this of Tinian. 

Thefe poor Indians might reafonably have ex- 
pedted, at the great diftance from Spam where they 
were placed, to have efcaped the violence and cru- 
elty of that haughty Nation, fo fatal to a large pro- 
portion of the whole human race : But it feems 
their remote fituation could not proted them from 
fharing in the common deftruftion of the weftern 
world ; all the advantage they received from their 
diftance, being only to perilh an age or two later. 
It may perhaps be doubted, if the number of the 
inhabitants of Tinian, who were banilhed to Guam^ 
and who died there pining for their native home, 
was fo confiderable as what we have related above j 
bur, not to mention the concurrent aflertion of our 
prifoners, and the commodioufnefs of the Iftand, 
and its great fertility, there are ftill remains to be 
met with on the place, which flhow it to have been 
once extremely populous. For there are, in all 
parts of the Ifland, many ruins of a very particular 
l^ind ; Tih^fe ufually confift of two rows of fquare 
pyramidal pillars* each pillar being about fix feet 

from 
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. from the next, and the diftance between the rows 
being about twelve feet 5 the pillars themfelves are 
about five feet fquare at the bale, and about thir- 
teen feet high ; and on the top of each of them 
there is a femi-globe, with the flat furface upwards j 
the whole of the pillars and femi-globe is folid, be- 
ing compofed of Lnd and ftone cemented together, 
and plaiftered over. This odd fabrick will be better 
underftood, by infpeding the view of the watering- 
place already referred to ; where an afifemblagc of 
•thefe pillars is drawn, and is denoted by the letter 
(a). If the account our prifoners gave us of thefe 
ftruAures was true, the Ifland mull: indeed have 
been moft extraordinary well peopled 5 fince they 
afilired us, that they were the foundations of parti- 
cular buildings let apart for thofe hdkm oxAf, who 
had engaged in lome religious vow ; monaftic ini| 

with ill many jPagaft 
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the heavy continued rains which in fome countries 
render great part of the year fo unpleafing, were 
ufually of a very fliort and almoft momentary du- 
ration . Hence they were extremely grateful and re- 
frefhingv and were perhaps one caufe of the falu- 
brity of the air, and of the extraordinary influence 
it was obferved to have upon us, in increafing and 
invigorating our appetites and digeftion. This ef- 
fe£t was indeed remarkable, fmce thofe amongft our 
officers, who were at all other times fpare and tem- 
perate eaters, who, befides a flight breakfafV, ufed 
to make but one moderate repaft a day, were here, 
n appearance, transformed into gluttons ; for in- 
ftead of one reafonable flefh meal, they were now 
fcarcely fatisfied with three, each of them too fo 
prodigious in quantity, as would at another time 
have produced a fever or a furfeit. And yet our 
digeftion fo well correfponded to the keennefs of our 
appetites, that we were neither difordeied nor even 
loaded by this uncommon repletion ; for after hav- 
ing, according to the citftom of the Ifland, made a 
large beef breakfaft, it was not long before we be- 
gan to confider the approach of dinner as a very 
defirable, though fomewhat tardy, incident. 

After giving thefe large encomiums to this Ifland;, 
in which however, I conceive, I have not done it 
juftice j it is neceffary 1 Ihould fpeak of thofe cir- 
cumftances in which it is defedtive, whether in point 
of beauty or utility. And firft, with refped: to its 
water. I muft own, that before I had feen this fpot, 
I did not conceive that the abfence of run-ning water, 
t^which it is entirely deftitute, could have been fo 
well replaced by any other means, as it is in this 
IlSand i fitice though there are no ftrearas, yet the 
'^ter of the wells and firings, which are to be met 

^ with 
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with every where near the furface, is extremely good j 
and in the midft of the Ifland there are two or three 
confiderable pieces of excellent water, the turf of 
whofe banks was as clean, as even, and as regularly 
difpofed, as if they had been bafons purpofeiy made 
for the decoration of the place. It muft however be 
confeffed, that with regard to the beauty of theprof- 
pefts, the wantof rills andftreams is a verygreatde- 
fe£t, not to be compenfatcd either by large pieces of 
ftanding water, or by the neighbourhood of the fea, 
though that, from thefmallnels of the Ifland, gene- 
rally makes a part of every extenflve landflcip. 

As tothe refidence upon the Ifland,. the principal 
inconvenience attending it is the vaft numbers of 
mufcatos, and various other fpecies of flies, together 
with an infedl: called a tick ; this, though principally 
attached to the cattle, would yet frequently faften 
upon our limbs and bodies, and if not perceived and 
removed in time, would bury its head under the 
fkin, and raife a painful inflammation. We found 
here too centipedes and fcorpions, which we fup- 
pofed wpre venomous, though none of us ever re- 
ceived any injury from them. 

But the moll important and formidable exception 
to this place remains ftili to be told. This is the 
inconvenience of the road, and the little fecurity 
there is in fome feafons for a fliip at anchor. The 
only proper anchoring place for (hips of burthen is 
jit the S. W. end of the Ifland. As a direftion for 
readily finding it, there is in the thirty-fifth plate a 
very accurate view of the S. W. fide of the Ifland, 
where (a) is the peak of Saypan^ feen over the nor- 
thern part of Timmy and bearing N. N, E. 4 ? • 
And (b) is the anchoring place, diftant eight miles 
from the obferver. And as sfq additional afllftance, 

e S there 
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there is alfo added in' the thirty-fisth plate, a near 
the anchoring place itielf, which reprefents 
it fo exactly, that none can pofTibiy miftake it. 
Here the anchored in twenty and twenty- 

two fathom water, about a mile and an half diftant 
from the ihore, oppoflte to a fandy'bay, , The hot-: 
torn of this rOad is full pf fharp-poin ted coral rocks, 
which,’ during: fohr "months of the year, that is 
frOrb the middle qi yune 'tq the liiiddle of O^pher, 
render it a very phfafe anphOrajge. tf hisis the leafOn; 
of" the weKerh' rnopfc^hs, ‘W^heri' near the full and 
change of the mcoh, but more particularly at the 
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ftipf the remaihng eight months of the yeaf,\ 
ihafis,: frpin the niH triiddieOf 
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fhoals, except a reef of rocks which is vifible, and 
lies about half a mile from the fiiore, aifording a 
narrow paflagc into a fmall fandy bay, which is the 
only place where boats can poffibly land. Hav ing 
given this account of the iQand, and its produce, 
It is necefiary to return to our own hiftory. 

Our firit undertaking, after our arrival, was the 
removal of our fick on fliore, as hath been related. 
Whilft we were thus employed, four of the Indiuns 
on the Ifland, being part of the SpmiJJj Serjeant’s 
detachment, cameand furreudered themfelves tou'!, 
fo that with thofe we took in the proa, we had now 
eight of them in our cuftody. One of the four who 
fubmitted undertook to (how us the moft conveni- 
ent places for killing cattle, and two of our men 
were ordered to attend him on that fcrvice j but one 
of them unwarily trufting the Indian with bis fire- 
lock and piftol, the Indian efcaped with them info 
the woods. His countrymen, who remained be- 
hind, were apprchenfiveof luffering for this perfidy 
of their comrade •, and therefore begged leave to 
fend one of their own party into the country, who 
they engaged Ihould both bring back the arms, and 
perfuade the whole detachment from Guam to fub- 
mit to us. The Commodore granted their requrfi:*, 
and one of them was dif[)aiched on this errand, who 
returned next da*y, and brought back the firelock 
and piftol, but afllircd us, he had found them in a 
path-way in the wood, and protefted that he had not 
been able to meet with any one of his countrymen ; 
This report bad fo little the air of truth, that we 
fuf^edted there was fome treachery carrying on; and 
tberfefdfe to prevent any future cohimunicathm 
jjimohgft them, we iiyimediateiy ordered ail the i«- 
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diaKS who were in our power on board the O^p, and 
did not permit them to go any more on fhore. 

When our fick were well fettled on the Ifland, we 
employed all the hands that could be fpared fron: 
attending them, in arming the cables with a good 
rounding, feveral fathom from the anchor, to fecuie 
them from being rubbed by the coral rocks, which 
here abounded. This being compleated, bur next 
occupation was our leak, and in order to raife it out 
of water, we, on the firfl: of September, began t’o 
get the guns aft to bring the Ihip by the ftern and 
now the Carpenters, being able to come at it on the 
outfide, they ripped off what was left of the old 
ftieathing, caulked all the fea’ms bn both'fide's the 
cut-waterj and leaded them over; arid then new 
ftieathed the bows to the furface of th'e wafer. By 
this means we conceived the defelft was fbfficiently 
fecured j but upon oui beginning to return the guns 
to their ports, we'had the mortification to perceive, 
that the water rufhed mto the Ihip in the old place, 
with as much violence as ever. Hereupon we were 
neceffitated to begin again ; and that our fecond at- 
tempt mightbe more fuccefbfol, weeleared the fore 
ftore-roum, and fe'nt a hundred and thirty barrels 
of powder on boird the fmall Spauijb bark we had 
feixed here, by which means we raifed the fhip 
about three feet out of the wateV forwards. ‘ The 
Carpenters now ripped off the flicathing lower down; 
new caulked all the fearns, and afterwards laid on 
'new.lheathing; and then, fuppofing the leak to be 
feffeilbally flopped, we began to move the guns for- 
Wards ; 'but the upper deck guns were fcarcely re- 
placed, when, toouramazementi it burftout again. 
!As>e: durft not cut away the lining withm boartl# 
left 8 but eiidor ^ plank might ftart, and we migRt 

, go 
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go down immediately, we had no other refource 
left than chincing and caulking within board. In- 
deed by this means the leak was Hopped for fome 
time ; but when our guns were ail fixed in their 
ports, and our ftores were taken on board, the wa- 
ter again forced its way through a hole in the ftem, 
where one of the bolts was'driven in : We, on this, 
defifted from, all farther efforts, being at laft well 
affured, that the defeft was in the ftem itfelf, and 
that it was not to be remedied till we fhould have 
an opportunity of heaving down. 

In the firft part of the month of Septemher, fe- 
veral of our fick were tolerably recovered by their 
tefidence on ftiore ; and, on the 12 th of September^ 
all thofe who were fo far relieved, fince their arrival, 
as to be capable of doing duty, were lent on board 
the Ihip : And then the Commodore, who was him- 
iclf ill of the fcurvjr, had a tent erected for him on 
'ftiore, where he v/ent with the view of ftaying a few 
days to eftablifli his health, being convinced by the 
general experience of his people, that no other me- 
thod but living on the land was to be trufted to for 
the removal of this dreadful malady. The place, 
where his tent was pitched on this occafion, was 
near the well, whence we got all our water, and 
was indeed a moft elegant fpot. A view of it hath 
been already refeitcd to under the title of the water- 
ing-place, where {b)h the Commodore’s tent, and 
Xd) the well v/e watered at. 

As the crew on board were now reinforced by the 
recovered hands returned from the ifland > we be- 
^an to fend our calks on ftiore to be fitted up, which 
till this time could not be dohe,^ for the' Coopers 
were hot well enough to work< ‘We likewife 
weighed our anchors, that we might examine our 

cables. 



4i8 Ld. ANSON’S voyage 


cables, which vvefufpefted had by this time received 
confiderable damage. And as thenewmoon was now 
approaching, when we apprehended violent gales, 
the Commodore, for our greater fecurity, ordered 
that part of the cables next to the anchors, to be 
armed with the chains of the fire-grapnels ; befides 
which they were cackled twenty fathom from the 
anchors, and feven fathom from the fervice, with a 
good rounding of a 4 iiJch haufer; and, being 
perfoaded that the dangers of this road demanded 
cur utmoft forefight, we to all thefe precautions ad- 
ded that of lowering the main and fore yard clofe 
down, that in cafe of blowing weather, the wind 
might have kfs power upon the fhip, to make her 
ride a ftrain. 

Thus, efFcftually prepared, as we conceived, we 
waited till the new moon, which was the* i8ch of 
Septmber, when riding fafe that and the three fuc- 
ceeding days, (though the weather proved very 
fqually and uncertain) we flattered ourfelves (for I 
was then on board) that the prudence of our mea- 
fureshad fecured us from all accidents ; but, on die 
a 2d, the wind blew from the eaftward with inch fury, 
that we foon dcfpaired of riding out the ftorm. In 
this conjimclure we fiaould have been extremely gUd 
that the Commodore and the re|l: of our people on 
flaore, which were the greatefi: part of our hands, 
had been on board us, fince our only hopes of fafe- 
ty feemed to depend on our putting immediately to 
fea , but all communication with the flrore was now 
abfolutely cut ofl^, for there was no ppflibility that 


boat could live, fo that we were neceflitated to 
fide k put, till our cables parted. Indeed we we^e 


' pot Ibn^ exp^^sBg this dreadful event, for the finaU 
tower paaed five jfi the alt’crnoon, and the Ihlp 
' " ' ' fwung 
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fwung ofif to the beft bower ; and as the night came 
on, the violence of the wind ftill incieafed ; tho’ 
notwithftanding its inexpreffibk fury, the tide ran 
with fo much rapidity, as to prevail over it : For 
the tide which fet to the northward at the beginning 
of the hurricane, turning fuddcnly to thefouthward 
about fix in the evening, forced the (hip before it, 
in defpight of the ftortn, which blew upon the beam. 
The fea now broke molt furprizingly all round us, 
and a large tumbling fwcll threatened to poop us ; 
by which the long-boat at this time n.-oored a-ftern, 
was on a fudden canted fo high, that it broke the 
tranfon of the Commodore’s gallery, whofe cabin 
was on the quarter-deck, and would clou btlefs have 
rifen as high as the trjffercl, had it not been tor the 
ftroke, which ftove the boat all to pieces 5 and yet 
the poor boat-keeper, though extremely bruifed, 
was fiived almoft by miracle. About eight, the tide 
flackened, but the wind not abating, the beft bower- 
cable, by which alope we rode, parted at eleven. 
Pur fiieet anchor, which was the only one we had 
left, was inftantly cut from the bow but before it 
eould reach the bottom, we were driven from twen- 
ty-two into thirty- five fathom and after we had 
veered away one whole cable, and two thirds of an- 
, other, we could not find ground with fixty fathom 
of line: This was a plaip indication, that the anchor 
lay near the edge of the bank, and could not hold us 
long. In this prcfllng danger, Mr. Samanzy our 
jfirft Lieutenant, who now commanded on board, 
ordered feveral guns to be fired, and lights to be 
fhown, ^ a fignal to the Commodore of our dif- 
trefsj and in a Abort tjm.e aft?r, it being then about 
one o’clock, an^ the night excefijyc’ly dark, a ii rong 
^uft, attended withraih and lightning, drove us oT 
«T the 
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the bank, and forced us out to fea, leaving behind 
us on the Ifland, Mr. Anfon., with many more of 
our officers, and great part of our crew, amounting 
in the whole to a hundred and thirteen perfons. 
Thvis were we all, both at fea and on Ihore, redu- 
ced to the utmoft defpair by this cataftrophe *, thofe 
on Ihore conceiving they had no means left them 
ever to depart frorn phe Ifland, whilft we on board, 
being utterly unprepared to ftruggle with the fury 
of the feas and winds, we were now expofed to, ,ex- 
pe^ed each moment to be qur laft. 


CHAP. III. 

k 

Tranfadions at Tinian after the departure of 
the Ceiiturion. 

T he llorm, which drove the Centurion to fea, 
blew with too much turbulence to permit 
either the Commodore or any of the people on ffiore 
to hear the guns, which Ihe fired as fignais of dif- 
trefs j and the frequent glare of the lightning had 
prevented the explofions from being obfeived ; So 
that, when at day-br.eak it was perceived from the 
fiiore that thefhip was miffing, there was the utmoft 
confternation amongft tliem ; For much the greateft 
part of them immediately concluded that fiie was 
loft, and intreated the Commodore that the boat 
might be fent round the Ifland to look after the 
wreck; arid thofe who believed her fafe, hadfcarcel;^ 
any expedation that Ihe would ever be able to make 
the Ifland again : Since the yyind continued fb jalow 
tlrong at Eaft, and they well knew how poorly Ihe 
was manned and , provided for ftruggling with fq 
teropeftuous a ,gale. Jfn either of thefe views their 
’ fttuatiofi 
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iituation was indeed moft deplorable : For if the 
Centurion was loft, or (hould be incapable of return- 
ing, there appeared no pofllbility of their ever get- 
ting off the I Hand : As they were at leaft fix hun- 
dred leagues from Macao^ which was their neareft 
port : and they were Maftcrs of no other veflel than 
the finall Spaniflo bark, of about fifteen tun, feized 
at their firft arrival, which would not even hold a 
fourth part of their number. And the chance of 
their being taken off the Ifland by the cafual arri- 
val of any other ftiip, was altogether defperate-, as 
perhaps no European fhip had ever anchored here 
before, and it were madnefs to expeft that like inci- 
dents fhouid fend another here in an hundred ages to 
■come : So thattiteir defponding thoughts could only 
fuggeft to them the melancholy profpedof fpending 
the remainder of their days on this Ifland, and bid- 
ding adieu for ever to their country, their friends, 
their fanjilies, and all their domeftic endearments. 

Nor was this the word they had to fear : For 
they had reafon to apprehend, that the Governor of 
Cuamt when be fliould be informed of their circum- 
ftanccs, might fend a force fufficient to overpower 
them, and to remove them to that Ifland j and then, 
the moft favourable treatment they could expeft 
would be to be detained prifoners during life 5 fince, 
from the known policy and cruelty of the Spaniards 
in their diftant fettlements, it was rather to be fup- 
.pofed, that die Governor, if he once had them in 
his power, would make their want of cbrhmifiions 
■(all of them being on board the Centurion) a pre- 
test for treating them as pirates, and for depriving 
them of their lives wkh infamy. 

In the mrdft of thefe gloomy reflexions, ‘ Mf. 
dinfon, though he always kept Up hh ufual cdm'po- 

fure. 
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lure and fteadinefi, had doubtlefs his ftiare of dis- 
quietude. However, having loon projedled a fcheme 
for extricating himi'df and his men from their pre- 
fent anxious fituation, he firfl: communicated it to 
fome of the moft intelligent perfons about him j 
and having latisfied himfelf that it was pra<5ticable, 
he then endeavoured to animate his people to a 
fpeedy and vigorous profecution of it. With this 
view he reprelented to them, how little foundation 
there was for their apprehenfions of the Centurion'^ 
being loft: That hefhould have prefumed, they had 
been all of them better acquainted with fea-alFairs, 
than to give way to the impreffion of fo chimerical 
a fright V t'lat he doubted not, but if they would 
feriouOy confider what fuch a fliip was capable of 
enduring, they would confefs there was not the leaft 
probability of her having perifhed : That he was not 
without hopes that flie might return in a few days > 
but if Ihe did not, the worft that could be imagined 
v/aSj that flie was driven ib far to the leeward of 
the Ifland that Ihe could not regain it, and that llie 
would confequently be obliged to bear away for Ma- 
cao on the coaftof Chaa : That as it rvas neceflary 
to be prep-. red againft all events, he had, in this 
cafe, conlidoied of a method of carrying them off 
the Ifland, and of joining their old ihip the Centu- 
rion again at Macao: That this method was to hale 
the Spamjh bark on fhore, to law her afunder, and to 
lengthen her twelve Icet, which would enlarge her 
to near forty tun burthen, and would enable her to 
carry them all to China : That he had confulted the 
Carpenters, and they had agreed that this propofal 
'Was yefy feafible, and that nothing was wanting to 
execute it, but the united refolution and induftry of 
the i^rhole Ixidy ; And having added, that for h^is 
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own part he would Hiare the fatigue and labour with 
them, and would expetft no more from any man 
than what he, the Commodore himlelf, was ready 
to fubmit to; he concluded with re pro fen ting to 
them the importance of laving time; urging that, 
in order to be the better fecured at all events, it was 
expedient to fet about the woik immediately, and 
to take it for granted, that the CetHiiri&n would not 
be able to put back (winch was indeed the Commo- 
dore’s fecret opinion -,) fince if flte did rctuin, they 
Ihould only thiow away a few days a['plicacion; 
but if fire did nor, their fituation, and the feaiba 
of die year, required their uemoft difpatch. 

Thefe remon Frances, though not without efifed, 
did not at firft operate fo powerfully as Mr. /Injoti 
could have wifhed : He indeed railed their fpirits, 
by fliowingthem the polTibilityoftheir gettingaway, 
of which they had before ddpaired ; but then, from 
their confidence in this refouice, they grew Icfs ap- 
prehenfive of their fituation, gave a greater fcope to 
their hopes, and flattered themfclves that the Ceniu- 
rion would be able to regain the Ifland, and prevent 
the execution of the Commodore’s fcheme, which 
they could eafily forefee would be a work of confi- 
derable labour : Hence it was Ibmc days before they 
weie all of them heartily engaged in the projed ; 
but at laft, being convinced of the impoffibility of 
the Chip’s return, they betook themfelves zealoufly 
to the difierent talks allotted them, and were as 
induftrious and as eager as their Commander could 
dcfire i pundually affembling by day-break at the 
rendezvous, whence they were diftrihuted to their 
diSerent employments, which they followed with 
unufual vigour jtill .night came on^ 
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And here! mull interrupt the courfe of this tranf- 
a6lion to relate an incident, which for a fhort time 
gave Mr. Anfon more concern than all the preced- 
ing difallers. A few days after the fhip was driven 
oU^ fome of the people on fhore cried out, A fail 
This fpread a general joy, every one fuppofing that 
it was the fhip returning j but prefently, a fecond 
fail was delcried, which quite dcftroyed their firft 
conjedure, and made it difficult to guefs what they 
’«tere. The Commodore eagerly turned his glaliS 
towards them, and faw they were two boats ; ori 
which it immediately occurred to him, that the Ce«- 
turion was gone to the bottom, and that thefc were 
her two boats coming back with the remains of her 
people j and this fuddenand uncxpcdlcd fuggeftiort 
wrought on him fo poweifully, that, to conceal bis 
emotion, he was obliged (without fpeaking to any 
one) inftantly to retire to his tent, where he palTed 
fome bitter moments, in the firm belief that the lliip 
was loft, and that now all his views of farther dif- 
trefling the enemy, and of ftill fignalizing his expe- 
dition by fome important exploit, were at an end. 

However he was foon relieved from thefe difturb- 
ing thoughts, by difcoyering that the two boats iri 
the offing were Indian proas ; and perceiving that 
they made towards the fhore, he diredled every ap- 
pearance that could give them any fufpicion to be 
removed, concealing his people, in the adjacent 
thickets, ready to fccure the Iridiani whcri ihkf 
IhouM land i But, after the proas had flood in with- 
in a quartet of a mile of the beach, they fuddenly 
fhort, and remaining there rfiotionlefs for neal* 
t^.ho«rs,i they then got under fail again, and , 
the fouthward. Let us now return t!d 
enlargement of the bark. ' . , ^ ^ 
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!f we examine how they v/ere prepared for going 
through with this untertakmg, on which their fafery 
depended; wefhallfind, that, independent of other 
matters which were of as much confequence, the 
lengthningof the bark alone was attended with great 
difficulty. Indeed, in a proper place, where all the 
necelTary materials and tools were to be had, theem- 
barraffinent would have been much lefs ; but fome 
of -thefe tools were to be made, and many of the 
materials were wanting; and it required no fmall de- 
gree of invention tofupply all thefe deficiencies. And 
when thehullof thebark ihould becompleated, this 
was but one article ; and there were others of equal 
weight which were to be well confidercd : Thefe 
Were the rigging ir, the viftu.alling it, and laftly the 
navigating it, for the fpace of fix or feven hundred 
leagues, through unknown feas, where no one of the 
company had everpaifed before : And in thefe parti- 
culars fuch obftacles occurred, that, without the in- 
tervention of very extraordinary and unexpeded ac- 
cidents, the poflibility of thcwholeenterprizewould 
have fallen to the ground, andtlreir utmcil induftry 
and efforts muff have been fruitlels. Of all thfeie 
circumftances I fhall make a ffiort recital. 

It fortunately happened tliat the Carpenters, both 
of the Glottcejitr and of the T 71?/, with their cheftsof 
tools, were on fliore when the fliip drove out to fea ; 
the Smith rob Was on ffiore, and had with him his 
iibrge and feveral of his tools, but unhappily his bel- 
lows bad not bbeh brought from on board ; fo that 
heW^s incapable of working, \i«d without hisafliff- 
amce-ihey' could -not hope to proewd with theirde- 
ligtk.1' Their 'firi: attQntion therpfore was to make 
hwiiift' pw of bpHows, buiin tbrs they ‘ wtere for fomc 
tline puzzfcd by cheb*8ah*afik^^ bowevtw, as- 

F f they 
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they had hides in fufficient plenty, and they had found 
a hogfliead of lime, which the Indians or Spaniards 
had prepared for their own ufc, they tanned a few 
hides with this lime •, and though we may fuppofe 
the workmanfhip to be but indifferent, yet the leather 
they thus procured anfwered the intention tolerably 
well, and the bellows, to which a gun-barrel ferved 
for a pipe, had no other inconvenience, than that of 
being fomewhat ftrong feented from the imperfec- 
tion of the T anner’s work. 

Whilftthe Smith was preparing the necelTary iron- 
work, others were employed in cutting down trees, 
and fawing them into planks ; and this being themoft 
laborious talk, the Commodore wrought at it hitn- 
felf for the encouragementof his people. Butthere 
being neither blocks nor cord agefulEcientfor tackles 
tohaultfe bark on Ihore, this occafioned a new diffi- 
culty ; however, it was at length refolved to get her 
up on rollers, fince for thefe the body of the coco- 
nut tree was extremely well fitted j as its fmooth- 
hefs and circular turn prevented much labour, and 
fuited it to the purpofe with very little workmanfhip. 
A numberofi^refetrees were therefore felled, and the 
ends of them properly opened for the inlertion of 
hand-fpikes ; and in the mean time a dry dock was 
dug to receive the bark, and ways were laid from 
thence quite intothefeato facilitate the bringing her 
up. Neither were thefe the whole of their occupa- 
tions, fince, befides thofe who were thus bulled in 
preparing meafures towards the future enlargement 
of the bark, a party was conftantly ordered to kill 
and provide provifions for the reft. And though 
in, thefe various employments, fome of which de- 
moded con fiderable dexterity, it might have been’ 
cxi«efed thefe would Iwe been great confufm iod.:, 

delay i 
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delay ; yet good order being once eftablilbed, and 
ail hands engaged, their preparations advanced apace. 
Indeed, the common men, I preftime, w'ere not the 
lefstradtable for their want of fpirituous liquors : For, 
there being neither wine nor brandy on fhore, the 
juice of the coco-nut was their conftant drink ; and 
this, though extremely pleafant, wasnot at all intoxi- 
cating, but kept them very temperate and orderly. 

The main work now proceeding fuccefsfully, the 
officers began to confider of all the articles which 
would be neceflary to the fitting out the bark for 
the fea : On this confultation it was found, that the 
tents on ffiore, and the fpare cordage accidentally 
left there by the Centurion^ together with the fails 
and rigging already belonging to the bark, would 
ferve to rig her indifferently well, when (he was 
lengthened. And as they had tallow in plenty, they 
propofed to pay her bottom with a mixture of tallow 
and lime, which it was known was not ill adapted to 
thatpurpofe: So that withrefpeato her equipment, 
Ihe would not have been very defedi ve. T here was 
however, one exception, which would have proved 
extremely inconvenient, and that was her fiae : For 
as they could not make her quite forty tun burthen 
flie would have been incapable of containing half the 
crew below the deck, and ffie would have been fo 
top-heavy, that if they were all at the fame time or- 
dcGcd upon deck, there would be no ftnall haxard 
of her overfetting •, but this was a difficulty not to 
be removed, as they could not augment her bej'ond 
the fwe already propofed. After the manner of 
figging and fitting up the bark was coofidered and 
regulated, the next eficndal point to ba thought on 
how to procure a fuflSctenl ftookbf provifions 
iroyftsci andh^e“th<Jy'i#tot gready at a 
Ffa 
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lofs what expedient to have recourfe to, as they had’ 
neither grain nor bread of any kind on fliore ; their 
bread-fniir, which would not keep at fea, having 
all along fupplied its place j and though they had 
live cattle enough, yet they had no fait to cure beef 
for a fea-ftore, nor would jneat take fait in that cli- 
mate. Indeed, they had prcferved afmall quantity 
of jerked beef, which they found upon the place at 
their landing ; but this was greatly difproportioned 
to the run of near fix hundred leagues, which they 
were to engage in, and to the number of hands they 
fhould have on board. It was atlaft, however, re- 
Iblved to put on board as many coco-nuts as they 
poSibly could, to prolong to the utmoft their jerked 
beef, by a very fparing diliribution of it, and to 
endeavour to fupply their want of bread by rice } to 
furnifti themfelves with which, it was propofed, 
when the bark was fitted up, to make an expedition 
to the Ifland of Kota^ where they were told, that 
the Spaniards had large plantations of rice under the 
care of the Indian inhabitants : But as this laft mea- 
fure was to be executed by force, it became neceflary 
to examine whatammunition had been left on fhore, 
and to preferve it carefully ; and on this enquiry, 
they had the mortification tp find that their firelocks 
would be of little fervice to them, Gnce all the pow- 
der that could be collefled, by the ftridleft fearch^ 
did not amount to more than ninety charges, which 
was confiderably Ihort of one a piece to each of the 
company, and was indeed a very flender flock of 
^munition for fuch as were to eat no grain pr taead*, 
^^jring a whole month, except what they wete to 
prpppre by force pfar^s* ; , , ^ . 

. p3h^,^OTBi^g,cit<3umftaOcn^ and .ithichK 
f iihoiit||e5|j§$5sj4ea|i^l incei$>o6tioh-e£vf 
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bable events, would have rendered all their ichemes 
abortive, remains yet to be related. I'he general 
idea of the fabric and equipment of the vclTcI wa? 
fettled in a few days ; and this being done, it was 
not difficult to frame Ibmc cflimation of the time 
jieceflary to compleat her. After this, it was na- 
tural to expedt, that the officers would confider the 
courfe they were to fteer, and the land they were to 
make. Thefe refleftions led them to the difheari- 
ning difcovery, that there was neither com pafs nor 
quadrant on the Ifland. Indeed the Commodore 
had brought a pocket-compais on ffiore for his own 
ufe, but Lieutenant Brett had borrowed it to deter- 
mine the poficion of the neighbouring Hands, and 
he had been diivcn to fea in the Centurion wlthowz 
returning it. And as to a quadrant, that could not 
be expeded to be found on flaorej fince as it was of 
no ufe at land, there could be no reafon for bringing 
it from on board the fhip. There were now eight 
days elapfed, fince the departure of theC(?K/Hw?;,«nci 
yet they were not in any degree relieved from this 
terrible perplexity *. Atlaft, in rumaging a cheft be- 
longing to the Spanijh bark, they difeovered a fmall 
compafs, which, though little better than the toys' 
ufuall'y made for the amufement of fchool boys, was 
to them an invaluable treafure. And a few days 
after, by a fimilar piece of good fortune, they met 
with a quadrant on the fca-lhore, which had been 
thrown overboard amongft other lumber belonging 
to the dead ; The quadrant was eagerly feized j but 
on examination it unluckily wanted vanes, and there- 
fwe in this prefcot ftate was altfl^her ofelels j how- 
ever^' fortune ftill coiainuing in afevourable mood, 
if whs not l^qng before a ^erfoa, through curiofifgr. 
]^Uf ng out ihfe drawer of an ^ table which had 
F f 3 been 
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b&en driven on fliore, found therein fome vanes 
which fitted the quadrant very well; and it bemo- 
thus compleated, it was examined by die known la- 
titude of the place, and upon trial anfwered to a 
fufficient degree of exadnefs. 

When now all thefe obftacles were in fome de- 
gree removed (which were always as much as pof- 
fible concealed from the vulgar, that they might 
not grow remifs with the apprehenfion of labouring 
to no purpofe) the bufinefs proceeded very fucceiT- 
fully and vigoroufly; The necelfary iron-work was 
in great forwardnefs ; and the timbers and planks 
(which, tho’ not the molt exquifuc performances of 
the Sawyer’s art, were yet fufficient for the purpofe) 
were all prepared ; fo that, on the 5th of QBoher^ 
being the 14th day from the departure of the (hip, 
they hauled the ,bark on Ihore, and on the two 
fuccecdmg days Ihe was fawn afunder, though with 
the caution not to cut her planks : And her two 
parts being feparated the proper diftance from each 
other, and the materials being all ready beforehand, 
they, the next day, being the 9th of Omher^ went, 
on with no fmall difpatch in their propofed en- 
largement of her; whence by this time they had 
all their future operations fo fairly in view, and 
were fo much mafters of them, that they were able 
to determine when the whole would be finilhcd, 
and had accordingly fixed the 5th of November hv 
the day of their putting to fea. But their proje^s 
and labours were now drawing to a fpeedicr and 
happier ponclufion ; for on the n th ofOmer^ in 
the ^temoon, one of the Ghucefief^ men being 
upon a hill in the middle of the Ifland, perceived 
VatCentmon at a diftance, and running down with 
h*s utmcft Ipeed towards the landing-place, he, in 
&w fdme of his comrades, to whom'he 

* . haHooeti' 
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hallooed out with great extafy, 'Thejldp^ the Jhip ; 
This being heard by Mr. Gordon, a Lieutenant of 
marines, who was convinced by tht fellow’s tranf- 
port that his report was true ; Mr. Gordon diredtly 
haftened towards the place where the Commodore 
and his people were at work, and being frefli and 
in breath eafily outftripped the Gloiicefier‘% man, 
and got before him to the Commodore, who, on 
hearing this pleafing and unexpeded news, threw 
down his axe, with which he was then at work, and 
by his joy broke through, for the firft time, the 
equable and unvaried charader which he had hi- 
therto preferved : whilft the others, who were pre- 
fent, inftantly ran down to the fea-fide in a kind 
of frenzy, eager to feaft themfelves with a fjght . 
they had fo ardently longed after, and of which 
they bad now for a confiderablc time defpaired. By 
five in the evening the Centurion was vifible in the 
offing to them all j and, a boat being fent off with 
eighteen men to reinforce her, and with frelh meat 
and fruits for the refrefbmentof hercrew, Ihe, the 
next afternoon, happily caft anchor in the road, 
where the Commodore immediately came on, board 
her, and was received by us with the fincereft and 
heartieft acclamations : For, by the following fhort 
recital of the fears, the dangers, and fatigues we 
in the fhip underwent, during our nineteen days 
abfence from Timm, it may be eafily conceived, 
that a harbour, refreOiments, repofe, and the join- 
ing of our Commander and Shipmatesj were not 
iefs picafiqg to us dian our return was to them. 


Ff 4 
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CHAP. IV. 

Proceedings oni)oard the Centurion^ when dri- 
ven out to fea, 

T he Ceniurim being now once more fafely ar- 
rived at 'Tinian^ to the mutual refpite of the 
labours of our divided crew* it is high time that the 
reader, after the relation already given of the pro- 
jects and employment of thofe left on Ihore, fliould 
be apprized of the fatigues and diftrelles, to which 
we, whom the carried off to fea, wereex- 

pofed, during the long interval of nineteen days 
that we were abientfrom the Ifland. ' 

It has been already mentioned, that it was the 22d 
of Stftmier, about one o’clock, in ah extreme dark 
night, when by the united violence of a prodigious 
ffbrm, and an exceeding rapid tide, ‘we were driven 
from our anchors and-forced to fea. Our condition 
thenwas truly deplorablej we were in a leaky {hip^^ 
with three cables in oiir hawfes, to one of which hung 
oormhly remaining anchor: we had not a gun on 
board lallied, nor a port barred in; our Ihrouds were 
Joofe, and our top mafts unrigged, and we had 
ftruck our fore and main yards clofe down, before 
the hurricane came on, fo that there were no fails 
we could fet, except pur mizen. fn this dreadful 
extremity we could roufter no more ftrength on 
board, to navigate the Ihip, than an hundred and 
e%ht hands, feveral Negroes and InMans included : 
This was fcarcely the fourth part of our complement; 
and of thefe the greater number were either boys; hr 
fuch as, being but lately recovered from the feurvy, 
had not yet arrived at half their former vigour. No 
fppher were we at fea; but by the violence of the 
:^rm, and the working of the fljip* we made a 

great 
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great quantity of water thiough our hawfe-hoks, 
ports, and fcuppers, which, added to the conhanc 
efleA of our leak, rendered our pumps alone a fuf- 
ficient employment for us all : But though we knew 
that this leakage, by being a fhort time negleded, 
would inevitably end m cur dellruclion ; yet we had 
other dangers then hanging over us, which occa- 
fioned this to be regarded as a lecondary confidera- 
tion only. For we all imigined, that we were driv- 
ing direftly on the neighbouring Idmd of 
which was about two leagues diftant ; and as we had 
lowered our main and fore-yards clofe down, we had 
no fails we could let but the mizen, which was alto- 
gether infufficient to carry us clear of this imminent 
peril. Urged therefore by this preffing emergency, 
we immediately applied purfeives to work, endea- 
vouring with the utmoft of our efforts to heave up 
the main and fore-yards, in hopes that, if we could 
but be enabled to make ufe of our lower canvafs, we 
might poffibly weather the Ifland, and thereby fare 
ourlelves from this impending fhipwreck. But af- 
ter full three hours ineftedual labour, the jeers 
broke ; and the men being quite jaded, we were 
obliged, by mere debility, to defift, and quietly to 
expaft our fate, which wc then, conceived to be un- 
avoidable. For we fbon efteemed ourlelves to be 
driven juft upon the ftiorc, and the night was fti ex- 
tremely dark that we expeaed to dlfcover the Iliand 
no otherwifo than by flrikmg upon it 5 fo that the 
belief of our deflrai^ij, and the untjertainty of the 
point of time when it fhquld take place, pccafioned 
us It* paft feverpl bpurs, under die tpoft ferious sp- 
tbai each fucceeding motnent would 
SO thf Nqr did t,hefe continued ter- 

rpif,- and linkings end but with 

the 
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the day-break ; when we with great tranfport perceive 
ed, that the Ifland we had thus dreaded, was at a 
confiderable diftance, and that a ftrong northern 
current had been the caufe of our prefervation, 
The turbulent weather which forced us from Tini- 
aity did not abate till three days after, and then we 
fwayed up the fore yard, and began to heave up the 
main-yard, but the jeers broke again and killed one 
of our people, and prevented us at that time from 
proceeding. The next day, being the 26 th of Sep- 
tmheTy was a day of moft fevere fatigue to us all ; 
for it muft be remembered, that in thefe exigences 
no rank or office exempted any perfon from the 
manual application and bodily labour of a common 
failor. The bufinefs of this day was no lefs than 
an endeavour to heave up the fheet-anchor, which 
we had hitherto dragged at our bows with two 
cables an end. This was a work of great import- 
ance to our future prefervation : For not to men- 
tion the impediment it would be to our navigation, 
and hazard to our {hip, if we attempted to make fail 
with the anchor in its prefent {jtuation, we had this 
moft intereftingconfideration to animate us, that it 
was the only anchor we had left, and without fccur- 
ing it, we ftjould be under the utmoft difficulties 
and hazards whenever we fell in with the land again ; 
and therefore, being all of us fully apprized of the 
coirfEquence of this enterprize, we laboured at it 
with the fevereft application for twelve hours, when 
we had indeed made a confiderabkprogrefs, having 
brought the anchor in fight j but it growing dark, 
SKsd we being exceffively fatigued, we were obliged 
t» defift* and to leave our work unfinilhed till the 
next ntoming, and dien, refreftied by the bene^s 
of a night’s raft, we complaated it» and 
anchor at oiir bow; It 
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It was the 27th of Septmber, that is, five days, 
after our departure, before we had thus fecured our 
anchor : However, we the fame day got up our 
main-yaid; fo that having now conquered, in fome 
degree, the diftiefs and diforder which we were ne- 
ceflarily involved in at our firft driving out to fea, 
and being enabled to make ufe of our canvafs, we 
fet our courfes, and for the firft time flood to the 
eaftward, in hopes of regaining the Ifland of Tinian, 
and joining our Commodore in a few days ; fince, 
by our accounts, we were only forty-feven leagues 
diftant to the South-Weft. Hence, on the firft day 
of OSloher, havi ng then run the diftance neceflary for 
making the Ifland according to our reckoning, we 
were in full expedtation of feeing it ; But here we 
were unhappily difappointed, and were thereby con- 
vinced that a current had driven us confidcrably to 
the weftward. This difcovery threw us into a new 
perplexity; for as we could not judge how much we 
might hereby have deviated, and confequently how 
long we might ftiil exped to be at fea, we had 
great apprehenfions that our ftock of water would 
prove deficient; fince we were doubtful about the 
quantity we had on board, finding many of our calks 
fo decayed as to be half leaked our. However, 
we were delivered from our uncertainty the next 
day, having then a fight of the Ifland o£Gum, an 4 
hence we computed that the currents had driven us 
forty-four leagues to the weftward of our accounts. 
Being now fatisfied of our fituation, by this fight of 
land, we kept plyii^ to the eaftward, though with 
exctSxvc labour; for, the wind continuing fixed in' 
the eaftern board, ■we w«re obliged to tack often, 
our crew was fo weak, that, without the affift- 
ance ©fevery man on it was not in our power 
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to put the fhip about. This fevere employment 
kfted til] the i ith of OSlshcr^ being the nineteenth 
day from our departure ; when arriving in the of- 
fing of we were reinforced from the fliore, 

as hath been already related ; and On the evening of 
the fame day, we, to ourinexpreffible joy, cameto 
an anchor in the road : thereby procurjng to our 
fhipmates on ftiore, as well as to ourfclves, a cef- 
fation from the fatigues and apprehenfions which 
this difaftrous incident had given rife to. 


CHAP. V. 

Employment at Tinian, till the hnal departure of 
the Centurion from thence ; with a deferiptidn of 
the Ladrwm, 

W HjEN the Commodore came on board the 
Centurion, after her return to Tiniart, he re- 
folved to ftay no longer at the IQand than was ablb- 
lutely necelTary to corapleat our ftock of water; 3 
WQjrlc which we immediately fee ourfelves about. But 
t|ie lofs of our long-boat, whitjh was ftaved againft 
our poop, before we were driven out tofea, put us; 
to great inconveniences in getting our water on board, , 
for we were obliged to raft off all our calk, and the 
tide ran fo Itrong, that, befides the frequent defeya^ 
and difficulties it occafioned, we more than once loft, 
the whole raft. Nor was this our only mssfprtpne . 
for, on the i^th of Oaoher, being but the third day 
jfter oqr arrival, a fudden guft of wind broiigbt home 
obr'aachof, forced us off the bank^ ah4 drove the. 

odt to lea 'a fecorid time. The Commodore, it 
ii'tWje, arid the- principal 'ofiic'iri w^fe now 

4 'brit « had'ntaffeyWty men oh ffiore, wig 


»ur wata: and 
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ing provifions ; Thefe had with them our two Cut- 
ters ; but as tliey were too many for the Cutters to 
bring off at once, we fent the eighteen oared barge 
to afiDift them and at the fame time made a fisnal 
for all that could to embark. The two cutters foon 
came off to us full of men ; but forty of the com- 
pany, who were bufled in killing cattle in the woods> 
and m bringing them down to the landing-place, re- 
mained behind 5 and though the eighteen oared barge 
was left for their conveyance, yet, as the ihip foon 
drove to a confiJerable ddtance, it was not in their 
power to join us. However, as the weather was fa- 
vourable, and our crew was now ftronger than when 
we were firft drivenout, we, in about five days time, 
returned again to an anchor at Timm., and relieved 
thofe we had left behind us from their fecond fears 
ef being de<ei ted by their fiiip. 

On our arrival, we found that the Spamfi bark, 
the oldobiL*£i of their hopes, had undergone a new 
metamorphofis : for thofeon fhorc delpairing of our 
return, and conceiving that the lengthening the 
bark, as formerly propofed, was bothatoilfnmeand 
unnecefiliry me.afure, confidering the fmall number 
they confifteci of, they had refolved to join her .again 
and torelloreher to her firft ftate*, and in this fcheme 
they had made forae progreisj for they had brought 
the rwo parts togctlier, and would have foon com- 
|)leated hei, had not our coming back put a period 
to tlicir labours and dif<.|uierudes, 

Thefe people we had left behind informed us, that,, 
juft before wc were feen in the ofSng, two proas had 
ftood in very near the fhorc, and had ephtimJed 
fherc for fome time but on the appearance of our 
Slip, they crowded away, and were j^fcfehrly out of 
figlit; And*, on thk occaffon, I muft trfention aW 

■ ' inddehr,' 
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incident, which, though it happenedduring the firft 
abfence of the fiiip, was then omitted, to avoid in- 
terrupting the courfe of the nai ration. 

It hath been already obferved, that a part of the 
detachment, fent to this Ifland under the command 
of the Spmifo Setjeant, lay concealed m the woods J 
Indeed we were the lefs folicitous to find them out, 
as our prifoners all affured us, that it was impoffible 
for them to get ofi^ and confequently that it was im- 
poffible for them to fend any intelligence about us to 
Guam. But when the Centurion drove out to fea, 
and left the Commodore on fliore, he one day, attend- 
ed by fome of his officers, endeavoured to make 
the tour of the Ifland ; In this expedition, being on 
a rifinggrbund, they obferved in the valley beneath 
them the appearance of a fmall thicket, which, bjr 
attending to more nicely, they found had a pro- 
greffive motion : This at fiift furprized them ; but 
they foon perceived that it was no more than feveral 
large coco bufhes, which were dragged along the 
ground by perfons conc6a]ed beneath them. They 
immediately concluded that tbefe v/erefome of the 
Serjeant’s party, which was indeed true-, and there- 
fore the Commodore and his people made after them, 
in hopes of tracing out their retreat. The Indians., 
remarking that they were difeovered, hurried away 
with precipitation but yix.Anfon was fo near them, 
that he did not lofe fight of them till they arrived at 
their cell, which he and his officers entering, found 
to be abandoned, there beinga pallagefromit whiftt 
had been contrived for the conveniency of flighty 
and which led down a precipice. They, here met 
with an old firelock or two,, but no other arms. 
Hbwever, there was a great quantity of proyifi'pn% 
par^cqiafly fidted fparibs pork, which were eif- 
• cellentj 
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cellent; and, fromwhat our people faw, they con- 
cluded, that the extraordinary appetite which they 
had acquired at this Ifland was not confined to them- 
felves alone for it being about noon, the Indians 
laid out a very plentiful repaft, confidering their 
numbers, and had their bread-fruit and coco-nuts 
prepared ready for eating, in a manner too which 
plainly evinced, that with them a good meal was 
neither an uncommon nor an unheeded article. The 
Commodore having in vain fearched after tlie path 
by which the Indians had efcaped, he and his officers 
contented themfelves with fitting down to the din- 
ner, W'hich was thus luckily fitted to their prefent 
hunger j after which they returned back to their ol-l 
habitation, difpleafed at miffing the Indians, as they 
hoped to have engaged them in our fervice, if they 
could have had any conference with them. I muft 
add, that notwithftandingwhatourprifonershad af- 
ferted, we were afterwards affured, that thefe I»di~ 
am were carried off to Guam long before we left the 
place. But to return to our hiflory. 

On our coming to an anchor again, after our 
fecond driving off to fea, welaboured indefatigablv 
•at getting in our water j and having, by the 20th of 
OBober, compleated it to fifty tun, which wc fup- 
pofed would be fufficient during our paflTage to Ma- 
cao, we, on the next day, fentone of each mefs on 
fliorc to gather as large a quantity of oranges, le- 
mons, coco-nuts, and other fruits of the Ifland, as 
they poflibly could, for the ufe of tliemfelves and 
their mefs-mates when at fea. And, thefe purvey- 
ors returning on the evening of the fame day, we 
then fet fire to the bark and proa, hoifted in our 
boats and got under fail, ftecring away towards the 
South end of the Ifirod of and taking our 

leaves. 
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leaves, for the third and laft time, of the Iflatid of 
Tinim: Anifland, which, whether we confider the 
excellence of its produdions, the beauty of its ap- 
pearance, the elegance of its woods and lawns, the 
healthinefs of its air, or theadventures it gave rife to, 
may in all thefe views be juftly ftiled romantic. 

And now, poftponing for a Ihort time our run 
to Famofay and thence to Canton, I lhall interrupt 
the narration with a defcripcion of that range of 
Hlands,*' ufuaily called the Ladranes, or Marian 
Iflands, of which this of Tinian is one. 

Thefe Iflands were difeovered by Magellan in the 
year 1251 ; and from the account given of the two 
he hi ft- fell in v/ith, it jfhould feem that they were 
thofe of Soypan and Finian \ for they are deferibed 
as very beautiful lOands, and as lying between 15 
and 1 5 degrees of North latitude, Thefe charade- 
riftics arc particularly applicable to the two, above- 
mentioned places ■, for the pleafing appearance of 
Tinian hath occafioned the Spaniards to give it the 
additional name of Buemvifla ; and Saypan, which 
is in the latitude of 15^: %% North, affords no con- 
tempt! bleprofped when feen at fea, as is fufficiently 
evident from the view of its North-Weft fide, taken 
at three leagues diftance, and exhibited in the thir- 
ty feventh plate. 

. 'Thercareufuallyreckonedtweiveof theft Ifla’nds » 
but it will appear, from the chart of the North pars 
of the Ocean, hereafter inferted, that if die' 
ftrjdil lflets and rocks are counted, chat their wliOle 
nurnber will amount to 'above twenty, micy ww' 
Ibfmerly raoft of them wefl inhabited j and even not 
years'ago, 'die three prinbipiai fftands, Gttdpiy 
ktid Tinian fogcicher, ' drt' a^fted 'to hatvb* 

' ' that 
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that time Tinian had been entirely depopulated ; 
and no more than two or three hundred Indians have 
been left at Rota, to cultivate rice for thelfland of 
Guam ; fo that now Guam alone can properly be faid 
to be inhabited. This Ifland of Guam is the only 
fettlement of the Spaniards j here they keep a Go- 
vernor and garifon, and here the Manila (liip gene- 
rally touches for rcfrcfliment, in her pafiage from 
■Acapulco to the Philippines. It is efleeincd to be 
about thirty leagues in circuivfcrencc, and contains, 
by the Spanip accounts, near j'our thoufan 1 inhabi- 
tants, of which a thoufand arc fuppofed to live in 
the city of San Ipnaiio ds Agana, where the Gover- 
nor generally relides, and where the houfes are re- 
prefented as confiderable, being built with ftone and 
timber, and covered with tiles, a very untommoij 
fabric for thefe warm climates and favage countries : 
Befidesthis city, there are upon the Ifland thirteen or 
fourteen villages. As Guam is a poft of fome confe- 
quence, on account of the refrefhment it yields to ' 
the Manila Ihip, there are two caftlcs on the fea- 
fliore; one is the caftle of St. Angelo, which lies near 
the road where the Manila ftiip ufually anchors, and 
is but an infignificant fortrefs, mounting only five 
guns, eight pounders; the other' is the caftle of 
L,mis, which is N. E. from St^ Angelo, and four 
leagues diftant, and is intended to proted a road 
•wheie a fniall veflel anchors, which arrives her^ 
every other year from Manila. This fort mounts 
the fame number of guns as the formers And bci^ 
Tides thefe forts, there is a battery of five pieces of 
cannon on an eminence near the fea flwre. The 
Spanip troops empk^pd at this Ifland, conflft csf 
three companies of fcjoi;, betwixt £orty.and fifty m. i? 
each and chk b tJw the Govern 

G g has 
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has to depend on ; for he cannot rely on any af- 
fiftancefrom the Indian inhabitants, being generally 
upon ill terms with them, and fo apprehenfive of 
them, that he has debarred them the uie both of 
fire-arms and lances. 

The left of thefe Iflands, though not inhabited, 
do yet abound with many kinds of refrefliment and 
provifion ; but there is no good harbour oi road 
amongft them all : Of that oiTmian we have treated 
largely already i nor is the road of Guam much bet- 
ter ; fince it is not uncommon for the Manila lliip, 
though £be propofes to ftay there but twenty-four 
hours, to be forced to fea, and to leave her boat be- 
hind her. This is an inconvenience fo fenfibly felt 
by the commerce at Manila^ that it is always re- 
commended to the Governor of Guam, to ufe his 
beft endeavours for the difcovery of fome fecure 
port in the neighbouring ocean. How induftrious 
he may be to comply with his inftrudlions, I know 
not j but this is certain, that, notwithftanding the 
many Iflands already found out between the coaftof 
Memo and the Philippines, there is notanyonefafe 
port to be met with in that whole track ; though in 
other parts of the world it is not uncommon for very 
fmall Iflands to furnilh moft excellent harbours. 

From what has been faid it appears, that die 
Spaniards, on the Ifland of Guam, are extremely few, 
compared to the Indian inhabitants j and formerly 
the difproportion was ftill greater, as may be eafily 
conceived from the account given in another chapter, 
of the numbers heretofore on 'Pman alone. Thefe 
■ Indians are a bold, ftirong, well-limbed people j 
and, as it fliould feemfrom fome of their pra{fiiccs, 
are no ways defective in underftanding j for their 
fiying prewt in which , during ages paft 

have 
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have been the only vefll Is employed by them, are fo 
fingular and extraordinary an invention, that It 
Would do honour to any nation, however dextrous 
and acute. Since, if we confuler the aptitude of 
this proa to the navigation of thefe 1 Hands, which 
lying dll of them nearly under the fame meridian, 
and within the limits of the tiade wind, require the 
veffels made ufe of in paflingfrom one to the other, 
to be peculuily fitted for failing with tite wind upon 
the beam; or, if we examine the uncommon fim- 
plicity and ingenuity of its fabric and contiivance, 
or the extraordinary velocity with which it moves, 
we fhall, in each of thefe articles, find it worthy of 
our admiration, and delerving a place amongft the 
mechanical prod uftions of the moft civilized nations^ 
where arts and fciences have moft eminently flou- 
rifhed* As former Navigators, though they have 
mentioned thefe veflels, have yet treated of them 
imperfedtly, and, as I conceive, that, befides their' 
curiofityj they may ftlrnilh both the ftiip-wrigbt and 
feaman with no contemptible obfervations 5 I lhall 
here infert a very exaft defeription of the built, rig- 
ging, and working of thefe veflels, which I am the 
better enabled to perform, as one of them fell into 
our hands on our firft arrival at Tinian, and Mr. 
Brett took it to pieces, that he might delineate its 
fabric and dimenfions with greater accuracy ; So 
that the following account may be relied on. , 

The name of flying pro.a, appropriated to thefe 
veflels, is owing to the fwiftnefs with which they 
fail. Of this the Spaniards aflert fuch ftofies, as 
muft appear altogether incredible ’to one who has 
never feen thefe veflels move j nor ai?c'%hey the only 
people who recount thefe extraordinary tales of tjicir 
celerity. For tliofe who ftiall have the curiofity to 
G g a enquire 
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enquire at Fortfmouih dock, about an experiment 
tried there fome years fmce, with a very imperfea 
one built at that place, will meet with accounts 
not lefs wonderful than any the Spaniards have re- 
lated. Howevei, from fome rude ellimatjons made 
by us, of the velocity with which they crolfed the 
-horizon at a diftance, while we lay at Tinian^ I can- 
not help believing, that with a briik trade-wind 
they will run near twenty miles an hour : AVhichy 
though greatly . fiiort of what the Spaniards report 
of them, is yet a prodigious degree of fwittnefs. 
But let us give a diRindt idea of its figure. 

The conftruRion of this proa is a direcl: contra- 
diflion to the pradice of all the rell of mankind. 
For as it is cuftomary to make the head of the vellel 
different from the fbern, but the two-fides alike; the 
proa, on the contrary, has her head and ftern exact- 
ly alike ; but her two fides very different ; the fide, 
intended to be always the lee fide, being fiat; whilll 
the windward fide is built rounding, in the manner 
qf other veffels : And, to prevent her overfetting, 
which from her fmall breadth, and the flrait run; 
of her leeward fide, would, without this precaution^ 
infallibly happen, there is a frame laid out from 
her to windward, to the end of which is faftened a 
log, fafbioned into the lhape of a fmall boat, and 
made hollow : The weight of the frame is intended* 
to balance the proa, and the fmall boat is by its. 
buoyancy (as it is always in the water) to prevent 
her overfetting to windward; and this frame isofual- 
ly called an outrigger. The body of the proa (at 
leafi: of that we took) is formed of two pieces joined 
end-ways, and fewed together with bark, for there- 
is ’W in her She is about 

T^hick.atthc gunwale 
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is reduced to lefs than one : The dimenfions of each 
part will be better known from the uprights and 
viewscontained in thethirty-eighthplate, which were 
drawn from an c::afl menfuration ; thefe I Hull en- 
deavour to explain as minutely and diltimflly as I can. 

Itg. 1. Repreients the proa with her fail fee, as 
flie appears when fecn from the lee w aid. 

2. Is a view of her from the head, with the 
ouuigger to the windward. 

Fig. Is the plan of the whole; where (AB) is 
the Ice fide of the proa; (CD) the windv/aid fide; 
(EFGH) the outrigger oiTrame laid out to wind- 
ivard ; (KL) the boat at the end of it , (MNPQ) 
two braces from the head and idem to heady the 
frame; (RS) a thin plank placed to windward, to 
prevent the proa from fliipping of water; thisferves 
too for a feat to the Mian who bales, and fometimes 
goods are cairied upon it. (J) is the part of the 
middle outrigger, on which the mail; is fixed : The 
xnaft irfelf is fupported (Fig. 2.) by the flaore (CD,) 
and by tlie Ihroud (EF,) and by two ftays, one of • 
which may he feen, in iig. i. marked (CD,) the 
other is hid by the fail : I’he fii] (EFG,) in Fig. i. 
is of matting, and the mail:, yard, boom, and out- 
riggers, are all made of bamboo: The heel of the 
yard is always lodged in one of the fockets (T) or 
(V,) Fsg. 3. according to the tack the proa goes on ; 
and when flie alters her tack, they bear away a little 
tobnng her Item upto the wind, then by calling the 
halyard, and railing the yard, and carrying tlw 
heel of it along the Ice-fidc of the proa, they fix it 
in the oppofite focket whiift the boom at the fame 
dme, by letting fly the Iheet (M,) and haling tlie 
flieet (N,) Fig. i. fhifts into a contrary fituation to 
what it h|d before, and that which was the ftern 0/ 

0 g 3 the 
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the proa, now becomes the head, and fhe is trimmed 
on the other rack. When it is necefiary to reef or 
furl the fail, this is done by rolling it round the boom. 
The pioa generally carries fix or foven India^is ; two 
of which aie placed in the head and Hern, who ileer 
the veffcl alternately with a p.iddle according to the 
rack Ihe goes on, he intheflern being the fteerfman 3, 
the other Indians are employed either in baling out 
the water which flie accidentally ihips, or in fetting 
and trimming the fail. Fiom the defcription of 
thefe veffels it is fufficiently obvious, how dexte- 
roufly they are fitted for langing this colleftion of 
Iflands called the Ladroms : Since as thefe Iflands 
bear nearly N. and S. of eachother, and are all with- 
in the limits of the trade-wind, the proas, by fail- 
ing moft excellently on a wind, and with either end 
foremoft, can run from one of thefe Ifiands to the 
other and back again, only by fhiftlng the fail, with- 
out ever putting about; and, by the flatnefs of their 
lee fide, and their fmall breadth, they are capable, 
of lying much nearer the wind than any other veffei 
hitherto known, and thereby have an advantage^ 
which no veffels that go large can ever pretend to: 
The advantage I mean is that of running with a ve- 
locity nearly as great, and perhaps fomctimes greater 
than what the wind blows with. This, however 
paradoxical it may appear, is evident enough in fimi- 
lar inftances on fiiore : Since it is well known, that 
the fails of a windmill often move faftcr than the 
. wind ; and one great fuperiority of common wind- 
mills over all others, that ever were, or ever will 
be contrived to move with an horizontal motion, is 
analogous %o the cafe we have mentioned of a veficl 
upon a wind before the wind : For the fails of 
m hprij^afal windmill, the faftcr they mpve, the 

more 
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more they decraft trom the impuHe of the wind up- 
on them; whereas the common windmills, by mov- 
ing perpendicular to the torrent of air, are nearly as 
forcibly afted on by the wind, when they are in 
motion, as when they aie at relh 

Thus much may fulnce as to thedefcriptionand 
nature of thefe fingular embarkations. I mult add, 
that veflels bearing fomeobfcure refcmblance to thefe 
are to be met with in various parts of the Eafi Indies, 
but none of them, that I can learn, to be com- 
pared with thofe of the Ladrones, either for their 
conftruftion or celerity, which Ihould induce one 
to believe, that this was oiiginally the invention of 
fome genius of thefe 1 Hands, and was afterwards 
imperfeftly copied by the neighbouring nations : 
For thougii the Ladrmes have no immediate inter- 
courfe with any other people, yet there lie to the S. 
and S. W. of them a great numberof Iflands, which 
are imagined to extend to the coaft of Hew Guinea. 
Thefe Iflands are fo n^ar the Ladroncs, that canoes 
from them have fometimes, bydiftrefs, been driven 
to Guam ; and the Spaniards ddd once difpatch a bark 
for their difcovery, whii h left two Jefpits amongli: 
them, who were afterwards murthered : Whence 
it may be prefumed that the inhabitants of the 
Ledrones, with their proas, may, by ftorms or ca- 
fualties, have been driven amongft thofe Iflands. 
Indeed I fliould conceive, that the fame range of 
Iflands ftretchts to the S. E. as well as the S. W, 
and to a prodigious dillance : For Schmten, who 
traverfed the South part of the Pacific Ocean in the 
year 1615, met with a large double canoe full of 
.people, above a thoufand leagues from the Ladrones 
towards the S. E. If that double canoe was any 
diftaminadtation of the flying proa, which is no very 
G g 4 irnprobaible 
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ijftprobable conjedluie; it muft then be fuppofed, 
that a range of Iflands, near enough to each otlier, 
to be capable of an accidental communication, is 
continued thither from the L&drones. Th's leeins 
to be farther evinced from hence, that all thofe who 
have crofled from Aumka to the Eafi l;dies in a 
fouthern latitude, have never failed of difeoverino' 
feveral very fmali Illands fcattered over that im- 
menfc ocean. 

And as there may be hence fome reafon to con- 
clude, that there is a chain of IQands, fpreading 
themfelves fouthward, towards the unknown boun- 
daries of the Paeific Ocean, of which the Ladrones 
are only a part j fo it appears from the Sprnifiichm 
hereafter inferred, that the fame chain is extended 
from the northward of the Ladrones to Japan; 
Whence in this light the Ladrones will be only one 
fmali portion of a range of Iflands reaching from 
Japan, perhaps to the unknown fouthern Co|itinenf, 
After this Ihort account of thefe places, I fhall now 
return to the profecutioo of our voyage, 

. un, . 

' ■ ' " 

CHAP. VI. 

From 'Tinian to Macao, 

O N the 2 1 ft of OSioher , in the evening, we 
took ourleaveof thelflandof fteering 
the proper courfe for Macao in China. The eaftern 

monfoon was now, we reckoned, fairly fettkdi and 
we had a conftant gale blowing right a-Ilem: So 
that we generally ran from forty to fifty leagues a 
day. But we. had a large hollow lea purfuing us, 
which pcc#>ned the ilrjp to labour much i wfacnco 
aogmpntet^ ai|d we received great dx'^ 

mage 
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jnage in our rigging, which by this time was grown 
very rotten : However, our people were now hap- 
pily in full health •, fo that there were no complaints 
of fatigue, but all went through their attendance on 
the pumps, and every other duty of the lliip, with 
eafe and chearfulnefs. 

Before we left T in'mn we fwept for our beft and 
fmall bower, and employed the Indians to dive in 
fcarch of them ; but all to no purpofe : Hence, ex- 
cept our prize-anchors, which weie ftowed in the 
hold, and were too light to be depended on, we 
had only our flieet-anchor left : And that being ob- 
vioufly much too heavy for a coafting-anchor, we 
were under great concern how wcfhould manage on 
the coaft of Cbma.^ where we were entire ftrangers, 
and where we Ihould doubtlefs be frequently under 
the neceffity of coming to an anchor. But we at 
length removed the ditficulty, by fixing two of our 
largeft prize-anchors into one (lock, and placing be- 
tween their lhanks two guns, four potinders : This 
we intended to ferve as a beft bower : and a third 
prize-anchor being in like manner joined to our 
ftream-anchor, with guns between them, made us 
a fmall bower ; fo that, faefides our fiieet-anchor, 
we had again two others at our bows, one of which 
weighed 3900, and the other 2900 pounds. 

The 5d of Novmhcr^ about three in the after- 
noon, we faw an Ifland, which at firft we imagined 
to be Bold T ahago Xima .-But on our nearer approach 
we found it to be much fmallcr than that is ufually 
reprefented j and about an hour after we faw an- 
, other IQand, five or fix miles farther to the weft- 
ward. As no chart, or journal wchadftren, took no- 
tice of any Ifland to the caftward of Fomofa^ but 
Tpbfge Ximat asd as we had no obfervatiOn of 
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om latitude at noon, we were in feme perplexity, ap- 
prehending that an extraordinary current had driven 
us into the neighbourhood of the Bajhee Iflands. 
We therefore, when night came on, b-rought to, 
and continued in that pofture till the next morning, 
which proving dark and cloudy, for fome time pre^- 
longed our uncertainty ; but it clearing up about 
nine o’clock, we - again difcerned the two Iflands 
abovemen tioned ; and having now the day before 
US', we prefled forwards to the weft ward, and by 
eleven got a fight of the fouthern part of the Ifland 
of Fermofa. This fatisfied us that the fecond Ifl-ind 
we faw was Botel Fohago Xma, and the firft a fmall 
iftet or rock, lying five or fix miles due Eaft of it, 
which, not being mentioned in any of our books or , 
charts, had been the occafion of all our doubts. 

When we had made the Ifland of Formofa, we 
fteered W. by S. in order to double its extremity, 
and kept a good look-out for the rocks of Vele Rete, 
which we did not difeover till two in the afternoon. 
They then bore from us W. N. W. three miles 
diftant, the South end of Fermofa at the fame time 
bearing N. by W. 4 - W. about five leagues diftant. 
To give thefe rocks a good birth, we immediately 
haled up S, by W. andfo left them between us and 
the land. Indeed we bad reafon to be careful of 
them ; for though they appeared as high out of the 
water as a Ihip’s hull, yet they are environed with 
breakers on all fides, and there is a Ihoal ftretching 
from them at leaft a mile and a half to the fouth- 
ward, whence they may be truly called dangerous. 
The courfe from Botel T nhge Xxma to thefe rocks, 
is S. W, by W. and the diftance about twelve or 
thirteen leagues :* And the South end of Formofa^ 
off which! they lie, is in the latitude of ai"; 50* 

Noith, 
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North, and, according to our moft approved rec- 
konings, in 23° : 50' Weft longitude from Tinian-, 
though feme of our accounts made its longitude 
above a degree more. 

While we were pafllng by thefe rocks of Fek 
Rete^ there was an outcry of fire on the fore-caftle ; 
this occafioned a general alarm, and the whole crew 
inftantly flocked together in the utmofl confufionj 
fo that the officers found it difficult for fome time 
to appeafe the uproar : But having at laft reduced 
the people to order, it was perceived that the fire 
proceeded from the furnace; where the bricks being 
over-heated, had begun to communicate the fire to 
the adjacent wood-work : Hence by pulling down 
the brick-work, it was extinguifhed with great fa- 
cility. In the evening we were furprized with a 
view of what we at firft fight conceived to have 
been breakers, but, on a ftiider examination, we 
difeerned them to be only a great number of fires 
on the Ifland of Formofa. I'hefe, we imagined, 
were intended by the inhabitants of that Ifland- as 
fignals to invite us to touch there, but that fuiced 
not our views, we being impatient to reach the port 
of Macao as foon as poffible. From Formofa we 
fteered W. N. W. and fometimes ftill more nor- 
therly, propofing to fall in with the coaft of China, 
to the eaftward of Pedro Blanco •, as the rock fo 
called is ufually efteemed an excellent direftion for 
fhips bound to Macao. We continued this courfe 
till the following night, andthen frequently brought 
to; to try if we were in foundings : But it was the 
5th of Novemier, at nine in the morning, before 
we ftruck ground, and then vve had forty-two fa- 
thom, apd a bottom of grey fand mixed with fliells, 
tWhfp we had rup about twenty miles farther 

W. N. W, 
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W. N. W. vve had thiity-fivc fathom r-iid ihe fame 
bottom; then our foundings gradually decreafed 
from thirty-five to twenty-five fathom ; but foon 
after, to our great furprize, they jumped back 
again to thirty fathom. This was an alteration we 
could not very well account for, fmee all the charts 
laid down regular foundings every where to the 
northward of Pedro Blatico: We for this reafon 
kept a careful look out, and altered our courfe 
to N. N. W. and hiving run thirty-five miles in 
that direction, our foundings again gradually di- 
minilhed to twenty-two fathom, and we at laft, 
about midnight, got fight of the main land of Chi- 
na^ bearing N. by W. four leagues diltanr. We 
then brought the (hip to, with her head to the fea, 
propofing to wait for the morning; and before fun- 
rife we were furprized to find ourfelves in the rfiidft 
of an incredible number of fifhing-boats, which 
feemed to cover the furface of the fea as far as the 
eye could reach. I may well ftyle their number in- 
credible; fince I cannot believe, upon the lowcft 
eftimate, t|iat there were fo few as fix thoufand, 
moft of them manned with five hands, and none of 
thofe we faw' with lefs than three. Nor was this 
fwatm of fifliing-veffels peculiar to that fpot: for, 
as we ran on to the wefeward, we found them as 
abundant on every part of the coaft. We at firft 
doubted not but we fhould procure a Pilot from 
them to carry us to Macao but though many of 
them came clofc to the fbip, and we endeavoured to , 
tempt them by fiiowing them a number of dollars, 
a mofE alluring bait for Chinefi of dU ranks and pro- 
fel^dns, yet we could not entice them on board us, 
nor pfbeure any diredtions from themj though, i 
the oalf difficulty wm thcff not cothpre- 

htndiog 
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Jhending what we wanted them to do, as we could 
have no communication with them but by hgns. In- 
deed we often pronounced the word Macao\. but this 
we had rcalbn to fui^pofe they underhood in a dif- 
ferent fenfc i fince in return they fometimes held 
Dp fifii to us ; and we aftei wards learnr, that the 
Chhisfe name for lilh is of a fomewhat funilar found. 
But what ilirprift’d us mod was the inattention and 
want of curlofcy, which we obferved in this herd 
of filhermen. A Ihip like ours had doubtlefs never 
been in thcle feas belbre ; and perhaps tjrere might 
not be one, amongll all the Cktnefe, employed in 
that fifnery, who had ever feen any European vefTel; 
fo that we might reasonably have cxp.'dtcd to have 
been confidcred by them as a very uncommon and 
extraordin.ary objed. But chough many of their 
boats came clofe to the flnp, yet they did not appear 
£0 be at all intcrelled about us, nor did they deviate 
in the kail from their courfe to regard us. Which 
infenfibility, efpecially of maritime perfons, in a 
matter relating to their own profefllon, is fcarcely 
to be credited, did not the general behaviour of the 
Ch'mefi, in other inftances, furnifh us with conti- 
nual proofs of a fimilar turn of mind, k may per- 
haps be doubted, whether this call of temper be 
the cfTecl of nature or education •, but, in eidier 
<afr, it is an inconteftablc fymptom of a mean and 
contemptible difpofuion, and is alone a lulEcient 
confutation of the extravagant praifes, which many- 
prejudiced writers have bellowed on the ingenuity 
and capacity of this Nation, But to return. 

Not being able to procure any infoimation front 
the Chimfe filhermen about oar proper courfe to 
Macao, it was necelTary for us to jrely entirely on 
our own ^dgment : And concluding from our la- 
titude, 



'454. Lt>* AN SON’S VOYAGE 
' titude, which was 22® : 42' North, and from our 
foundings, which were only feventeen or eighteen 
fathoms, that we were yet to the eaftward of Pedro 
Blanco, we ftill flood on to the weflward. And for 
the affiftance of future Navigators, who may here- 
after doubt what part of the coaft they are upon, I 
muft obferve, that befides the latitude of Pedro 
Blanco, which is 22° : i8', and the depth of water, 
which to the weflward of that rock is almoft every 
where twenty fathoms, there is another circum- 
ftance which will be greatly afliftant in judging of 
the pofition of the fliip : This is the kind of ground j 
for, till we came within thirty miles of Pedro Blanco^ 
we had conftantly a fandy bottom ; but there the 
bottom changed to foft and muddy, ' and continued 
lb quite to the Ifland of Macao j only while we 
weie in fight of Pedro Blanco, and very near it, we 
had for a fliort fpace a bottom of greenifh mud, 
intermixed with fand. 

It was on the 5th of November, at midnight, 
when we firft made the coafl of China. The next 
day, about two o’clock, as we were ftanding to the 
weflward, within two leagues of the coaft, ftill fur- 
rounded by filhing-vefTels in as great numbers as at 
firft, we perceived .that a boat a-head of us waved a 
red flag, and blew a horn This we confidercd as 
4, a fignal made to us, either to warn us of fome flroal, 
or to inform us that they would fupply us with a 
Pilot : We therefore immediately fent our Cutter 
to the boat, to know .their intentions; when we 
were foon convinced of our miftake, and found that 
this boat was the Commodore of the whole IHhcry, 
.and that the fignal Ihe had made, was to order 
them aU to leave olf filhjng, and to return in fhore, 
which we faw them inftantly obey, fieing thus dif- 

appointed,! 
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appointed, we kept on our courfe, and fliortly after 
paSed by two very fmall rocks, which lay four or 
five miles diftant from the fliore. We were now in 
hourly expedalion of defcrying Pedro Blanco ; but 
night came on before we got fight of it, and we 
therefore brought to rill the morning, when we had 
the fatisfaction to difcover it. Pedro Blanco is a 
rock of a fmall circumference, but of a moderate 
height, refembling a fugar-loaf, both in fhape and 
colour, and is about feven or eight miles diflrant 
from the fihore. We palled within a mile and an 
half of it, and left it between us and the land, ftill 
keeping on to the weftward j and the next day, 
being the yth, W'e were a-breaft of a chain of Ifiands, 
which ftretched from Eaft to Weft. Thcfe, as we 
afterwards found, were called the Iflands of lema-, 
they are rocky and barren, and aie, in all, fmall 
and great, fifteen or fixtcen i but there are, befides, 
many more between diem and the main land of 
China, There is in the thirty-ninth plate a view of 
thefe Iflands, and likcwile a view of an Ifland lying 
olF Macao., called the grand Ladrone hereafter men- 
tioned, as it appears when (R,) the weftermoft of 
the rocks of Lema^ bears W. N. W. at die diftancc 
of a mile and a half. We left thefe Iflands on the 
ftarboard-fide, palling within four miles of them, 
where wc had twenty-fo'ur fathom water. Bein^ 
ftill furrounded by fiftiing-boats, we once more fent 
the Cutteron board fonic of them, to endeavour to 
procure a Pilot, but wc could not prevail; however, 
one of the Chtnefe directed us by figns to fail round 
the weftermoft of the Iflands or rbeks of Lems, and 
then to hale up. We followed this direction, and in 
the evening came to an anchor in eighteen fathom-, 
at which time, the rock (R) ixi the foregoing 

draugiic 
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draught bore S. S. E. five miles diftant, and the 
grand Lndrom W. by S. about two leagues diftant. 
The rock (R) is a mod excellent diredion for fliips 
coming from the eaftward : Its latitude is 2 1“ : 52' 
North, and it bears from Pedro Blanco S. 64® W. 
diftant twenty-one leagues. You are to leave it on 
the ftarboard fide, and you may come within half a 
mile of it in eighteen fathom water : And then you 
muft fleer N. by W. -J- W. for the channel, between 
the Ifland of Cabouce and Bamboo^ which are to the 
northward of the grand Ladronc^ 

After having continued at anchor all night, we, 
tin the 9th, at four in the morning, fent our Cutter 
to found the channel, where we propofed to pafs j 
but before the return of the Cutter, a Chinefe Pilot 
put on board the Centurion, and told us, in broken 
Periuguefe, he would carry the fliip to Macao for 
thirty dollars : Thefc were immediately paid him, 
and we then weighed and made fail. Soon after, 
feveral other Pilots came on board, who, to reconi-* 
mend themfelves, produced certificates from the 
Captains of many European Ihips they had pilotted 
in, but we ftill continued under the management of 
the Chinefe whom we at firft engaged. By this time 
we learnt, that we were not far diftant from Macao, 
and that there were in the river of Canton, at thef 
iiouth of which Macao lies, eleven European ftiips, 
of which four were Englip. Our Pilot carried us 
between the Iftands of Bamboo and Cabouce j but the 
winds hanging in the northern board, and the tides 
often fetting ftrongly againft us, we were obliged to 
come frequently to an anchor j fo that we did not 
get through between the two Iftands till the lath of 
November, at two in the morning. In pafEng 
through, . our depth of wsttor was from twelve 

fotarteeii 
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fourteen fjthom ; and as we fleered on N. by W* 
1. W. between a number of other Iflands, our found- 
ings underwent little or no variation till towards the 
evening, when they encreafed to feventeen fathom ; 
in which depth, the wind dying away, we anchored 
not far from the Ifland of Lantoon, the largefl of all 
this range of IQands. At feven in the morning we 
weighed again, and fleering W. S. W. and S. W. 
by W. we at ten o’clock happily anchored in Macao 
road, in five fathom water, the city of Macao bear- 
ing W. by N. three leagues diflant j the peak of 
Lantoon E. by N. and the grand Lairone S, by E. 
each of them about five leagues diflant. ’ Thus, 
after a fatiguing cruife of above two years continu- 
ance, we once more arrived at an amicable port, and 
a civili2ed country •, where the convenicncies of life 
were in great plenty i where the naval flores, which 
we now extremely wanted, could be in fome degree 
procured ; where we expeflcd the incxpfefEble fa- 
tisfadlion of receiving letters from our relations and 
friends i and where our countrymen, who were 
lately arrived from England, would be capable of 
anfwering the numerous enquiries we were pre- 
pared to make, both about public and private oc- 
currences, and to relate to us many particulars, 
which, whether of importance or not, would be 
liflcned to by us with the utmoft attention, after 
the long fufpenfion of our correfpondcnce with our 
country, to which the nature of our undertaking 
had hitherto fubjcdlcd us. 
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CHAP. VII. 

Proceedings at Macao, 

T he city of Macao, in the road of which wc 
came to an anchor on the 12 th of November^ 
is a Pertuguefe fettlement, fituated in an I Hand at 
the entranc-e of the river of Canton. It was formerly 
very rich and populous, and capable of defending 
itfclf againft the power of the adjacent Chinefe Go- 
vernors : But at prefent it is much fallen from its 
anuentfplendorj for chough it is inhabited by P^r- 
hath a Governor nominated by the King 
of Portugal yet it fubfifts merely by the fufferance 
of the Cbimft, who can ftarve the place, and dif- 
poBefs the Portugutfe whenever they pkafe : This 
obliges the Governor of Macao to behave with great 
oircumfpe<aion,and carefully to avoid every circum- 
ftance that may give offence to the Chimfe, The 
river of Canton, off the mouth of which this city 
Ties, istheonlyCiWwy#port^frequented hy European 
Ihips } and is, on many accounts, a more com- 
modious harbour than Macao : JSut the peculiar 
cuftoms of the Cbinefe^ folely adapted to the enter- 
tainment of trading Ihips, and the apprehenfions of 
the Commodore, left he fliould embroil the 
h£a Company with the Regency o£ Canton, if he 
ftiould inOfton being treated upon a different foot- 
ing than the Merchantmen, made him refolve ra* 
dier to go to Macao, than to venture into the river 
CMton, Indeed, had not this reafon prevailed 
%h i^ito, he himfcif had nothin^'to fear- For it 
he might have entered the peat of 

Qinioii^ 
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Cmlon, and might have continued there as long as 
he pleafed, and afterwards have left it again, al- 
though the whole power of the Chimfe Empire had 
been brought together to oppofe him. 

The Commodore, not to depart from his tjfual 
prudence, no fooner came to an anchor in Mscso 
road, than he difpatchcd an officer with his com- 
pliments to the Portuguefe Governor of Mecae, re- 
queuing his Excellency, by the fame officer, to 
advife him in what manner it would be proper to 
aft, to avoid offending the Cbinefe^ which, aS there 
were then four of our ffiips iii. their power at Cantan^ 
was a matter worthy of attention. The difficulty, 
which the Commodore principally apprehended, re- 
lated to the duty ufually paid by fliips in the river 
of Canton, according to their tunnage. Formas 
men of war are exempted in every foreign harbour 
from all manner of port charges, the Commodore 
thought it would be derogatory to the honour of his 
country to fubmit to this duty in China : And 
therefore he defired the advice of the Governor of 
Macao, who, being an European, could not bq, 
ignorant of the privileges claimed by a Britijb man 
of war, and confequently might be expelled to give 
us the beft lights for obviating this perplexity. Our 
boat returned in the evening with two officers fent 
by the Governor, who informed the Commodore, 
that it was the Governor’s opinion, that if the C#w- 
iurioH ventured into the river of Cantm, the duty 
would certainly be expciflcd; and therefore, if the 
Commodore approved of it, he would fend him a 
Pilot, who fhould qondu«a us into another f^e har- 
bour calfed the fj/pa, which wa^. every way cot^- 
modious for carwning the fhip (an c^mtioo We 
wette Kifoivcd to begin upon as foon as poffibfe) aiid 
^ ^ ® where. 
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where, . in all probability, the above-mentioned 
duty would never be demanded. 

This propofal the Commodore agreed to, and in 
the morning weighed anchor, under the diredlion 
of the Poriuguefe Pilot, and fleered for the intended 
■ harbour. As we entered between two Iflands, 
which form the eaflern paflage to it, we found our 
.foundings decreafed to three fathom and a half : 
.'However, the-Pilot affuring us that this was the leafl 
.depth ' we fhould meet with, we continued our 
;Courlc, till at length the fhip ftuck faft in the mud, 
■with only eighteen foot water abaft ; and, the tide 
of eibb making, the water fewed to fixteen feet, 
ljut the fhip remained perfeiflly upright ; we then 
founded all round us, and difeovering that the wa- 
ter deepened to the northward, we carried out our 
fmall bower with two hawfers an end, and at tire 
■return of the tide of flood hove the fhip a- float 5 and 
a breeze fpringing op at the fame inftanr, we fet 
the fore-top fail, and flipping the hawfer ran into 
the harbour, where we moored in about five fathom 
water. This harbour of the Typa is formed by a 
number of Iflands, and is about fix miles diftaat 
from Macao. Here we faluted the caflle of Macao 
with eleven guns, which were returned by an equal 
number. 

The nextday the Commodore paid a vifit in per- 
fon to the Governor, and was faluted at his landing 
by eleven guns, which were returned by the Cen- 
turion. Mr. Anjoiii bufinefs in this vifit was to 
foKcit the Govetmor to grant us a fupply both of 
l^yificms and of fuch naval ftores as wfere neceiflary 
fhip.', The Governor feemed really 
Whi^ijqjiJo?,us all thfr fervice- he eouldi and 

that 

jhe 
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he would privately give us all the affiftance in hi$ 
power ; but he, at the fame time, frankly owned, 
that he dared not openly to furnifh us with' any 
thing we demanded, unleis we firft produced 'an 
order for it from the Viceroy of Canton ; fince he 
himfelf neither received provifions for his garrifon, 
nor any other ncceflaries, but by permidion from the 
Chinefe Government ; and as they took care only 
to viftual him from day to day, he was indeed no 
other than their valTal, whom they could at all times 
compel to fubmit to their own terms, by laying an. 
embargo on his provifions. ■ 

On this declaration of the Governor, Mr. Anfon 
refolved himfelf to go to Canton^ to procure a li- 
cence from the Viceroy % and he accordingly hired a 
Chinefe boat for himfelf and his attendantss but juft: 
as he was ready to embark, the Hi^po^ or Chinefe 
Cuftom-houfe officer of Macao, refilled to grant a 
permit to the boat, and ordered the watermen not to 
proceed at their peril. The Commodore at firft en- 
deavoured to prevail with the Hoppe to withdraw his 
injundtion, and to grant a permit ; and the Gover- 
nor of Macao employed his intereft with the Hoppo 
to the fame purpofe. But the officer continu- 
ing inflexible, Mr. Anfon told him, the next day, 
that if the permit was any longer refufed, he would 
man and arm the Centurionh boats; afking the 
Heppo, at the fame time, who he imagined would 
dare to oppofe them in their pafiage. This threat 
immediately brought about what his intreaties had 
endeavoured at in vain : The permit was granted, 
and Mr. Anfon went to Camm. On his arrivajl 
there, he confulted with the Supercargoes and Offi- 
cers of the EngUflt fcips, how to procure an 
fm& the Vkeroy %the necefiksMin wanted? i 

H h 3 But 
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But in this he had reafon to fuppofe, that the advice 
they gave him, though well intended, was yet not 
the moft prudent : For as it is the cuftom with thefe 
Gentlemen, never to apply to the fupreme Ma- 
giftrate himfclf, whatever difficulties they labour 
under, but to tranfaS: all matters relating to the 
Government, by the mediation of the principal 
CUmfe Merchants, Mr. Anjon was perfuaded to 
follow the fame method upon this occafjon, the 
EngUfo promifing, in which they were doubtlefs 
fiocere, to exert all their intereft to engage the 
Merchants in his favour. Indeed, when the Cbinefe 
Aierchants were fpokfi to, they readily undertook 
the of this bufinefs, and promifed to 

aafwer for its foccefs •, but after near a month’s de- 
lay, and reiterated occufes, during which interval 
they pretended to be often upon the point of com- 
pleating it, they at laft, when they were prefled, 
and meafurcs were taken for delivering a letter to 
the Viceroy, threw off themafk, and declared they 
neichar had made application to the Viceroy, nor 
could they •, as he was too great a man, they faid, 
for them to approach on any occafion ; And not 
contented with having themfelves thus grofsly de^ 
ccived the Commodore, they now ufcd all their per- 
fuafion with the EtigUJh at to prevent them 

from intermeddling with arty thing that regarded 
him i reprcfeftting to them, that it would in all 
profaabiiity embroil thccri with the Government, and 
them a grpat deal of unneceflary trouble^ 
groundless infinuations had unlucltiiy btut 
jOB.flsuch weight with.thofe they were intended 

‘p^-be a teafoa for ihiS'pf- 

mm ■ 

ibde^ 
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indeed is known to exert a boundlefs influence over 
the inhabitants of that Empire but how their in- 
tereft could be affefled in the prefent cafe is not eafy 
to difeover 5 unlefs they apprehended that the pre- 
fence of a Ihip of force might damp their Mmk 
trade, and therefore acted in this manner with a view 
of forcing the Commodore £0 Batavia: Though it 
might be as natural in this light to fuppofe, that 
they would have been eager to have got him dif- 
patched. I therefore rather impute their behaviour 
10 the unparalleled pufiilanimity of the Nation, and 
to the awe they are under of the Government: Since 
fuch a fhip as the Cmtui’ion, fitted for war only, 
having never been feen in thofe parts before, Ihe 
was the horror of thefe daftards, and the Merchants 
were in fome degree terrified even with the idea of 
her, and could not think of applying to the Vice- 
roy, who is doubtlefs fond of all opportunities of 
fleecing them, without reprefenting to themfelves 
the occafion which a htangry and tyrannical Ma- 
giftrate might poffibly find, for ceniuring their ift- 
tertneddling with fo unufual a tranfaftion, in which 
he might pretend the intereft of the State was im- 
nwdiately concerned. However, be this is it may, 
the Commodore was fatisfied that nothing was tobft 
done by the interpofition of the Merchants, as it was 
on his prej(fing them to deliver a letter to the Vice- 
roy, that they had declared they durftnotinterfera 
in the sffairj and had cemfeffed, chat, notwithftand- 
ing all cheir pretences of ferving him, they had nc* 
yet tato one cowards it. Mi^. Jufaff therefore 

tdd them, tha* he wotiM {mooted to BatmUa^ and 
iP^hialfel^thci'ei butinformedthemi atdieikmc 
ilWMfcMawas be db«e, uiflefs 

|m of pmvifitoaf fijfficicnt 

H h 4 for 
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for his paflage. The Merchants, on this, under- 
•took to procure him provifions, though they afllired 
him, that it was what they durft not engage in 
openly, but they propofed to manage it in a clan- 
deftine manner, by putting a quantity of bread, 
flour, and other provifion, on board the Enghfa 
fhips, which weie now ready to fail ; and thele 
■were to flop at the mouth of the 'Typa, where the 
Ceniurim's boats were to leceive it. Tliis article, 
■which the Merchants reprefentcd as a matter of great 
favour, being fettled, theCommodorc, on the i 6 th 
of 'December^ came back from Cavtm to the lliip, 
/eemingly refolved to proceed to Batavia to refit, as 
foon as he Ihould get his fupplies of provifions oa 
board. 


But Mr. Anfon (who never intended going to Ba- 
Javia ) found, on his return to the Centurion^ that 
her main-maft was fprung in two places, and that 
the leak was confiderably increafed j fo that, upon 
the whole, he was fully fatisfied, that though he 
ihowld lay in a fuffictent ffcock of provifions, yet if 
would be impoffible for him to put to fea without 


jefitting. Since, if he left the port with his Ihip in 
|ier prefent condition, flie would be in the utmofl: 
danger of foundring; and therefore, notwichftand- 
ing the difficulties he had met with, he refolved at 
a,U events to have Iier, hove down, before he de- 
parted from Macao, fie was fully convince;d, by 


what he had obferved at Canton^ that his great cau- 
not to injure the Eaft fydia Company’s affairs^ 
^ jhe regard he liad ftiown to the advice,^ th^jr 
^fe^^.iiad qcc^fionedjall his perplexity,. Fof ^ 

^ fi4,earrfedh!i$ Ifeiu 
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chief officers of State, inftead of employing the 
Merchants to apply on his behalf, he would, in all 
probability, have had all his requefts granted, and 
would have been foon difpatched. He had already 
loft a month by the wrong meafures he had pur- 
fued, but he refolved to lole as little more time as 
poffible; and therefore, the 17th of I>ecmler, be- 
ing the next day after his return from Canton, he 
wrote a letter to the Viceroy of that place ; acquaint- 
ing him that he was Commander in chief of a fqua- 
dron of his Britanjick Majefty’s fhips of war, which 
had been cruifing for two years paft in the Soutb- 
Seas againft the Spaniards, who were at enmity with 
the King his mailer *, that on his way back to Eng- 
land he had put into the port of Macao, having ^ 
confiderable leak in his llnp, and being in gneaf 
want of provifions, fo that k was impolTiblefor him 
to proceed on his voyage till his fhip was repaired^ 
and he was fupplietl with the neceJTaries he wanted 5 
that he had been at Canton, in hopes of being ad- 
mitted to a perfonal audience of his Excellency 5 but 
being a ftranger to the cuftoms of the country, he 
had not been able to inform himfelf w^at fteps were 
necclTary to be taken to procure fuch an audience, 
and tiiercfore was obliged to apply in this m'anner," 
to dcGie his Excellency to give orders for bis being 
permitted to employ Carpenters and proper work- 
men to rcSt his (hip, and to furnifh himfelf with 
provifions and ftores, that he might be enabled to 
purfue his voyage to Gnat Britain. Hoping, at the 
feme time, that tbefe orders woujd be iffued with as 
little delay as poffifale, if might occaflon his lofs 

pf .the fealbn, and he might be|>rcvented %qmde- 
prtjpg piU nej^f wmter. 

jm 
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This letter was tranflated into the Chimfe Ian- 
guase, and the Commodore delivered it himfclf to 
the Hoppo, or chief officer of the Emperor’s cu- 
ftoms at Mncao^ defiring him to forward it to the 
Viceroy of Ctmton, with as much expedition as lie 
could- The officer at firft feemed unwilling to 
take charge of it, and raifed many difficulties about 
it ; fo that Mr. Anfon fufpefled him of being in 
league with the Merchants of Canton^ who had al- 
ways fhewn a great apprehenfion of the Commo- 
dore’s having any immediate int?rcourfe with the 
Viceroy or Mandarines ; and therefore the Commo- 
dore, not without fome refentment> took back his 
letter from the HoppOy and told him, he would im- 
mediately fend it to Canton in his own boar, and 
would give his officer pofitive orders pot to return 
without an anfwer from the Viceroy. The Hoppo 
perceiving the Commodore to be in earneft, and 
fearing to be called to an account for his refufal, 
begged to be entrufted with the letter, and promi- 
fed to deliver it, and to procure an anfwer as foon as 
f offible. And now' it was prefently fecn how juftly 
Mr. Anfm had at laft judged of the proper manner 
of dealing with the Cbmfe\ for this latter was writ- 
ten but the 1 7th of Decemhery as hath been already 
obferved 1 and, on the 1 9th in the morning, a 
Mandarine of thc' firft rank, who was Governor of 
the city of Janfmy together with two Mandarines of 
an inferior clafs, and a confiderablc retinue of offi- 
cers and fervants, having with them eighteen half 
gailies fumifhed wirh mufic, and decorated with $ 
@reat number of'ftreamers, and foil of men, came 
fis gFapncI a-head of the Centarfon j whence tlKt 
fent a tpeffage to the Commodore, tdU 
JingiMm that he {the was ordered^ fcfS 



round the world. 467 

the Viceroy of Canton, to examine the condition of 
the (hip; therefore defiring the (hips boat might be 
fent to fetch him on board. The Centurion’s boat 
was immediately difpatched, and preparations were 
made for receiving him •» in particular a hundred of 
the moft Tightly of the crew were uniformly drefied 
in the regimentals of the marines, and were drawn 
up under arras on the main-deck, againft his ar- 
rival. When he entered the (hip he was faluted 
by the drums, and what other military mufic there 
was on board ; and paCTing by the new-formed guard, 
he was met by the Commodore on the quarter-deck, 
who conducted him to the great cabin. Here the 
Mandarine explained his commiffion, declaring, 
that he was diredted to examine ail the articles 
mentioned in the Commodore’s letter to the Vice- 
roy, and to confront them with the reprefentation 
that had been given of them ; that he was in the 
firft place inftrufted to infpedt the leak, and had 
for that purpofe brought with him two CMnefe Car- 
penters i and that, for the more regular difpatch of 
his bufinefs, he had every head of enquiry feparately 
wrote down on a (heet of paper, with a void fpace 
oppofite to it, where he was toinferr fuch informa- 
tion, and remarks thereon, as he could procure by 
his own obfervation. 

This Mandarine appeared to be a peribn of very 
confiderable parts, and endowed with more frank- 
nefs and hooefty than is to be found in the gene, 
rality of the Cbinefe. After the neceffary infpec- 
jtions had been made, particularly about the leak, 
which the Ckimfe Carpenters reported to be to the 
foil as dangerous as it had been deferibed, and con, 
foqucMly tfoct it was jmpofliblc’for Centurion 

proceed to M^ithopt being icfided, the Mdn^ 
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d&rine exprelTcd himfelf fatisfied with the account 
given in the Commodore’s letter. And this Magi- 
ftiate, as he was more intelligent than any other 
perfon of his nation that came to our knowledge, 
ib likewife was he more curious and inquifuive, 
viewing each part of the Chip with extraordinary 
attention, and appearing greatly furprized at the 
largencfs of the lower deck guns, and at the weight 
and fize of the fhot. The Commodore, obferving 
his aftonilhment, thought this a proper opportunity 
to convince the Chinefe of the prudence of grant- 
ing him all his dernanos in the moft fpeedy and 
ample manner : He therefore told the Mandarimt 
and thofe who were with him, that befides the re- 
queft he made for a general licence, to furnilli him- 
fclf with whatever his prefentfituation required, he 
had a particular complaint to prefer againft the' 
proceedings of the Cuftom-houfc of Macao \ that at 
his firft arrival the Cbincfe boats had brought on 
board him plenty of greens, and variety of frefli 
provifions for daily ufe : That though they had al- 
ways been paid to jtheir full fatisfaflion, yet the 
Cuftom-houfe olEcers at Macao had foon forbid 
them j b^' which means he was deprived of thofe 
rcfrelhments which were of the utmoft confequence 
to the health of his men, after their long and fick- 
ly voyage 5 that as they, the Md/idames, had inr 
formed jihemfelves of his wants and were eye- 
witneiles of the force and ftrength of his Chip, they 
yni^ht be fatisfied it was not feecaufe he had ho 
power to fupply himfelf, that he defired the per-* 
miffioti of the Government to purchafe what pro- 
vi0Qns he rfood in need of j lince he prtfuthed thb^' 
yrere convinced that the Cos/icrm aTwe was cap^bli- 
0 4 c 0 :pajfit^ the whbi'e pavigatiohi -of theypbrt ,of 
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Cental, or of any other port in Cbinn, without 
running the leall rifque from all the force the Chi- 
nefe could colleA •, that it was true, this was not the 
manner of proceeding between nations in friendfhip 
with each other-, but it was likewife true, that it 
was not cultomary for any nation to permit the 
fhips of their friends to ftarve and fink in their 
ports, when thofe fiicnds had money to pui chafe 
neceflaries, and only defircd liberty to lay it out ; 
that they muft conlefs, he and his people had hi- 
therto behaved with great modefty and refervej 
but that, as his diftrefies were each day increafing, 
famine would at laft prove too ftrong for any re- 
ftraint, and neceffity was acknowledged in all coun- 
tries to be fuperior to every other law -, and there- 
fore it could not be cxpedled that his crew would 
long continue to ftarve in the midft of that plenty 
to which their eyes w'ere every day witneffes : To 
this the Commodore added (though perhaps with a 
■lefs i'erious air) that if by the delay of fupplying him 
with provifions, his men Ihould, from the impulfes 
of hunger, be obliged to turn cannibals, and to prey 
upon their own fpecies, it was eafy to be forefeen, 
that, independent of their friendfhip to their com- 
rades, they would, in point of luxury, prefer the 
plump well-fed Cbinefi to their own emaciated fhip- 
mates. The 6rft Mandai m acquiefeed in the juft- 
nefsof this reafoning, and told the Commodore, that 
be ftiould that night proceed iot Canton-, that on his 
arrwal a council of would be fummoned, 

of which he was a member, and that, by being em- 
ployed in the prefent commiffion, he was of courfe 
the Commodore’s Advocate-, that, as he was himfeif 
.fully convinced of tlic urgency of Mr, nc- 

cdlity, he did not doubt, but on the reprefentifion 

he 
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he fliould make of what he had feen, the Council 
would be of the fame opinion j and that all which 
■was demanded would be amply and fpeedily grant- 
ed : That with regard to the Commodore’s com- 
plaint of the Cuftom-houfe of Macao, this he would 
undertake to redify immediately by his own autho- 
rity. And then defiring a lift to be given him of 
the quantity of provifion neceflary for the expence 
of the Ihip during one day, he wrote a permit un- 
der it, and delivered it to one of his attendants* 
direding him to fee that quantity fent on board 
early every morning ; which order, from that time 
forwards, was pundually complied with. 

When this weighty affair was thus in fome de- 
gree regulated, the Commodore* invited him, and 
his two attendant Maviamm, to dinner, telling 
them at the fame time, that if his provifion, either 
in kind or quantity, was not what they might cx- 
ped, they muft thank themfelves for having con- 
fined him to fo hard an allowance. One of his 
dilhes was beef, which the Chinefe all diflike, tho’ 
.Mr. Anfon was not apprized of it: This feems to 
be derived from the Indian fuperftition, which, for 
fome ages paft, has made a great progrefs in China. 
However, his guefts did not entirely faft i for the 
, three Mandarines completely finifhed the white part 
of four large fowls. They were indeed exti'cmciy 
embarraffed with their knives and forks, and were 
quite incapable of making ufe of them : So that, . 
after fome fruitlefs attempts to help themfelves, 
•which were fufficicntly aukward, one of the attends 
ants was obliged to cot their meat in fmjll pieces 
for them. But whatever difficulty they might have 
in complying with the Eprepean manner of eatiui^ 
i&cy foimed not to be oOyices at drinking. In irihia 
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part of the entertainment the Commodore excufed 
himfclf, under the pretence of illnefs; • but there 
being another Gentleman prefent, of a florid and 
jovial complexion, the chief Mandarine clapped 
him on the (boulder, and told him by the inter- 
preter, that certainly he could not plead ficknefs, 
and therefore infilled on his bearing him company; 
and that Gentleman perceiving, that after they had 
difpatched four or five o{ Frontiniac^ the 

Mandarine ftill continued unruffled, he ordered a 
bottle of citron- water to be brought up, which the 
CMnefe feemed much to relifli j and this being near 
finiChed, they arofe from table, in appearance cool 
and uninfluenced by what they had drank ; and 
the Commodore having, according to cuftom, made 
the Mandarine a prefent, they all departed in the 
fame veflels that brought them. 

After their departure, the Commodore with great 
impatience expefted the refolution of the Council, 
and the proper licences to enable him to refit the 
(hip. Tor it muft be obfcrved, as hath already ap- 
peared from the preceding narration, that the Chi~ 
nefe were forbid to have any dealings with him ; fo 
that he could neither purchale (lores nor neceffaries, 
nor did any kind of workmen dare to engage rhem- 
felvcs in bis fcrvice, until the permiffion of the Go- 
vernment was firft obtained. And in the execution 
of thefe particular injunflions, the Magiflrates never 
fiwl of cxercifmg great feverky : Since, notwith- 
flanding the fuftian dogiums beftowed upon them 
by the Rmijb Mifflonaries refiding in the Eaft, and 
their Eurepean copters, they are compofed of the 
fragii materials with the reft of mankind, and 
often m^e ufe of the authority of the law, not to 
itipprds criraM, but to enrich thcmfclves by the 
6 pilla^ 
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pillage of thofe who commit them. This is the more 
eafily effeded in China, bccauie capital punilbraents 
are rare in that country; the effeminate genius of 
the nation, and their ftrong attachment to lucre, 
difpofing them rather to make ule of fines- And 
as from thefe there arifes no inconfidcrable profit to 
thofe who compofe their tribunals, it is obvious 
enough that prohibitions of all kinds, particularly 
fuch as the alluring profpeft of great profit may 
often tempt the fubjed to infringe, cannot but be 
favourite inftitutions in fuch a Government. 

A Ihort time before this, Captain Saunders took 
his paflage to England on board a Sviedijh fliip, and 
■was charged with difpatches from the Commodore ; 
and in the month of December, Captain Mtchel, 
Colonel Cracherode, and Mr. Tafwel, one of the 
Agent Vidnallers, with his nephew Mr. Charles 
Herriot, embarked on board fome of our Company’s 
Slips j and I, having obtained the Commodore’s 
leave to return home, embarked with them. I 
muft obferve too, having omitted it before, that 
whilft we lay at Macao, we were informed by the 
officers of our India-men, that the Severn and Pearl, 
the two fliips of our fquadron which had feparated 
from us off Cape Noir, were fafely arrived at Rio 
Janeiro on the coaft of Brazil. I have formerly 
taken notice, that at the time of their reparation 
we fufpeded them to be loft ; And there were ma* 
ny reafons which greatly favoured this fufpicion : 
For we knew that the Severn in particular Was ex* 
tremely fickly ; •which was the more obvious to the 
re|l; of the ffiips, as, in the preceding part of the 
■^byage^ her Commander, Captain Ze^, had been 
t;efti;irkiable for his exciiiplary fiurKStuality in keeping 
luis ft^ion 5 and yet, dbringtM laft days befbim 

' bis 
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Ms feparation» his crew was fo ditniniflied and en- 
iceblcJ, that with his utmoft efforts he could hot 
polBbly maintain his proper pofition with his wonted 
cxadnds. The extraordinary ficknefs on board 
him was by many imputed to the Ihip, which was 
new, and on that account was believed to be the 
more unhealthy ; but whatever was the caufe of 
the Severn was by much the moft fickly of the 
fquadron. Since before her departure from St. Ca- 
therine’s ftie buryed moie men than any of them, in- 
ibmuch that the Commodore was obliged to re- 
cruit her with a number of frefli hands ; and, the 
mortality ftill continuing on board her, Ihe was 
fupphed with men a Ibcond time at fea, after our 
Petting fail from St. Julian’s-, yet, notwithflanding 
thefc different reinforcements, fhe was at laft re- 
duced to the diftreffed condition I have already men- 
tioned. Hence the Commodore himfelf Brtnly be- 
lieved ihe ^Yas lofl'i and therefore it was with great 
joy we received the news of her and the Peari’a 
lafety, after the ftrong perfuafion, which had fo; 
long prevailed amonglt us, of their having both 
perUhed. But to proceed with the tranfadfoni 
between Mr. Jnj'cn and the Cbintfe. 

Notwithftanding the favourable difpofitiohdfthd 
Mandarine Governor of Jaufm, at his leaving MrJ 
Anfin, feveral days were elapfed before there was 
any advice from himj and Mr. A-Jea was privately, 
informed there were great debates in Council upoa 
his affair i partly perhaps owing to its being fo un- 
ufual a cafe, and in part to the influence, as I fup- 
pofc, of the intrigues of the French at Canton : 
For they had a countryman and faff friend refiding 
m the fpot, who fpokc the language wdl, and was 
aet wnacquainted with the venality of the Govern- 

I i ment, 
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ment, nor with the perfons of feveral of the Magi-' 
ftrates, and confequently could not be at a lofs tor 
means of traverfing the affiftance defired by Mr. Art- 
fon. Indeed this oppofition of the French was not 
merely the effedl: of national piejudice, or a contra- 
riety of political interefts but was in good meafure 
O'^ing to vanity, a motive of much more weight 
with the generality ot mankind, than any attach- 
ment to the public fervice of the community. For, 
the French pretending tlieir India-men to be Men of 
War, their ofiicers were apprehenfive, that any di- 
ftinftion granted to Mr. Anfon^ on account of his 
bearing the King’s Coromiflion, would render them 
kfs Gonfiderablejn the eyes of th&CUnefe, and would 
eftablilh a prepoflcSion at Canton in favour of Ihipa 
of war, by which they, as trading veflels, would 
fwfTcr in their importance. And I wilh the affeda- 
tion of endeavouring to pals for men of war, and tlic 
fear of finking in the eftiraation of the Chinefe^ if 
the C§ntunon was treated in a different manner from 
ihemfelves, had been confined to the officers of the 
Ihips.onJy- However, notwithftanding all 
thefe obftacks, it Ihould feem, tliat the reprefenta- 
tion of the Commodore to the Mandarines^ of the 
facility with which he could right himfclf, if juftice 
were denied him, had at lafk its effed : Since, on. 
the 6th of January^ in the morning, the Governor 
oijanfon, the Commodore’s advocate, fentdown 
t|je. Viceroy of Canton’^ warrant for the refitment of 
the Cenimot(f and for fupplying her people with 
#.tl}ey wanted. Having now the neccflary Hccnccs, 
anfliplwr of Chimfe Smiths and Carpenfcerfi wenton 
next, day. to. treat abomt the work thasy 
all which they pmpofed to undertake- 
Xfeey, deamaded: at firA, t»; the 

amoattt 
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amount of a thoufand pounds fterling for the re- 
pairs of the fhip, the boats, and the mafts. This 
the Commodore feemed to think an unreafonable 
fum, and endeavoured to perfuade them to work by 
the day ; but that was a method they would not 
hearken to-, fo it was at laft agreed, that the Carpen- 
ters fhould have to the amount of about fix bundled 
pounds for their work •, and that the Smiths fhould 
be paid for their iron-work by weight, allowing them 
at the rate of three pounds a hundred nearly for the 
fmall work, and fotty-fixfhillingsfor the large. 

This being regulated, the Commodore next ex- 
erted himfelf to get the moft important bufinefs of 
the whole compleated I mean, the heaving down 
the Centurion, and examining the ftate of her bot- 
tom. The firft Lieutenant therefore was difpatched 
to Canton, to hire two country veflels, called iii 
their language junks, one of them being intended 
to heave down by, and the other to ferve as a maga- 
zine for the powder and ammunition ; Whilft at 
the fame time the ground was fmoothedononeof the 
neighbouring Iflands, and a large tent was pitched 
for lodging the lumber and provifions, and near a 
hundred Cbinefe Caulkers were foon fet to work on 
the decks and Tides of the fiiip. But all thefe pre- 
parations, and the getting ready the careening gear, 
took up a great deal of times for thtChmfeCml. 
kers, though they worked very well, were far from 
being expeditious. Befides, it was the 26th of Ja- 
nuary before the junks arrived j and the nccefTary 
materials, which were to be purchafed at Canton, 
came down very flowly, partly from the dif^iance of 
the place, and partly from the delays and backward- 
ncfs'of the Cbintfe Merchants. And in this interval 
Mr. Mfen had the additimial perplexity to difeover 
Its that 
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that his fore-maft was broken afunder above the up> 
per-deck partners, and was only kept together by 
the fifhes which had been formeily clapt upon it. 

However, the Onturiouh people made the moft 
of their time, and exerted themlclves the beft they 
could ; and as, by clearing the fliip, the Carpenters 
were enabled to coroe at the leak, they took care to 
fecure that cffeiflually, whilft the other preparations 
were going forw ards. T he leak was found to be be- 
low the fifteen foot mark, and was principally occa- 
fioned by one of the bolts being wore away and loofe 
in the joining of tlxe Hern, where it was fcarfed. 

Ac laft, all things being prepared, they, on tha 
sad of Fehuary^ in the morning, hove out the firft 
courfe of the CeHturion's ftar-board-fidcy and had, 
the fatisfaftion to find that her bottom appeared 
found and good ; and, the next day, (having by that 
timecomplcated the new fheacbing of the firft couife) 
they righted her again, to fet up anew the careening 
gear, which had ftretched much. Thus they con- 
tinued heaving down, and often righting the fliip-, 
from a fufpicion of their careening tackle, till the 
3 d of March, when, having compleated the paying 
and (heathing the bottom, which proved to be every 
■where very found, they, for the laft time, righted 
the Ihip, to their great joy, fince not only the fa- 
tigue of careening had been oonfiderable, but they 
bad been apprehenfive of being attacked by the Spa- 
niards, whilft the flup was thus incapacitated for 
defence. Nor were their fears altogether groiindlefsi 
for they learnt afterwards, by a Periugutfe 

Spaniards sA Manila had been informed, that; 
the Ceniurim was in the Typa, and intended to ca- 
lycn there i and that thereupon the Governor had 
Imniflpiicd bb Gouneik and had propofed to themi' 
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to endeavour to burn her, whilft flie was careeninfy- 
■which was an enterpiize, which, if properly con- 
ducted, might have put them in great danger. It 
was farther reported, that this fchenie was not only 
propoicd, but lefolved on; and that a Captain of a 
veffel had aCluaiiy undertaken to perform the bufi- 
nefs for forty thoufand dollars, which he was not to , 
receive, unkfshefucceoded; but the Governor pre- 
tending that there was no treafure in the royal cheft, 
and infilling that the Merchants Ihould advance the 
money, and they refufing to comply witli the de- 
mand, the afiair was dropped. Perhaps the Mer- 
chants fufpedlcd, that the whole was only a pretext 
to get forty thoufand dollars from them ; and in- 
deed this was affirmed by fome who bore the Go- 
vernor no good will, but with wliat ttuth it is diffi- 
cult to afeertain. 

As foon as the Centurion was righted, they took 
on board her powder, and gunners ftores, and pro- 
ceeded with getting in their guns as fall as poffible, 
and then ufed their utmoft expedition in repairing 
the forc-mall, and in compleating the other articles 
of her refitment. But wliilft they were thus em- 
ployed, they were alarmed on the loth of March^ 
by a Cbinefe Filherman, who brought them intellL 
gence, that he !\ad been on board a large Spamjh fliip 
*0!? the grand Z.flii'Cfl'f, and that there were two more 
in company with her. He added leveral particulu's 
to his relation ; as that he had brought one of their 
officers to MisceOt and that, on this, boats went off 
early in riie morning fro.m Macao to them: And, 
the better to 'eftabliShUhe belief of hi's veracity, he 
iaid, he defired no money, if hjs ioformadon ftiould 
not prove true. This was'prefently laclieved to be 
1^ jfofcirnenuohcd expedittbn from Manila ; and the 
I i Commodore 
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Commodore immediately fitted h;-'- cannon and fmail 
arms in the beft nanner he could fijr defence-, and 
having then his Pinnace and Cutter in the offing, 
■who had been ordered to examine a Pertuguefe vef- 
fel, which was getting under fail, iie fent them the 
advice he had received, and direfted them to look 
out ftriftly. Indeed no Spanijh (hips ever appeared, 
and they were foon fatisfied, the whole of the ftory 
was a fiiSion ; though it was difficult to conceive 
what reafon could induce the fellow to be at fuch 
extraordinary pains to impofe on them. 

It was the beginning of Jpril when they had new 
rigged the fliip, flowed their provifions and water 
on board, and had fitted her for the fea \ and be- 
fore this time the Chinefe grdw very uncafy, and ex- 
tremely defirous that (he (hould be gone j either not 
knowing, or pretending not to believe, that this 
was a point the Commodore was as eagerly let on as 
they could be. At length, about the 3d of 
two Msndarim boats came on board from Macao to 
prefs him to leave their port ; and this having been 
often urged before, though there had been no pre- 
tence to fufpecl Mr. Anfon of any affeded delays, 
he at this laft mefTage anfwered them in a determined 
tone, defiring them to give him no further trouble, 
for he would go when he thought proper, and no^ 
fooncr. After this rebuke the Chinefe (though, it* 
was not in their power to compel him to depart) 
immediately prohibited all provifions from being 
carried on board him, and took flich care their in- 
jundionslhould be complied vfith, th?.tfi:pm thence 
forwards nothing could Iw purchased at , any ratj 

the 
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the 1 5th, fhe was goc into Macoa road, compkat- 
jng her water as flie paft along, fo that there remain- 
ed now very few articles moie to attend to ; and her 
whole bufincfs being finifhed by the 1 9th, fhe, ac 
three in the afternoon of that day, weighed and 
jnade fail, and hood to fea. 


CHAP. VIII. 

Prom Macao to Cape E/phitu Santo: The 
taking of the Manila galeon, and retiarning 
back again. 

T H E Commodore was now got to fea, with 
his Ihip well refitted, his ftores replenifhed, 
and an additional ftock of provilions on board : His 
crew too was fomewhat reinforced 5 for he had en- 
tered twenty-three men daring his ftay at Macao, 
the greateft part of them Lafears or Indian failors, 
and the reft Dutch. He gave out at Macao, that 
he was bound to Batavia, and thence to England j 
and though the wefterly monfoon was now let in, 
when that palTagc isconfidered as impradlicable, yet, 
by the confidence he had exprefled in the ihrength 
of his ihip, and t!ie dexterity of his hands, he had 
jperfuaded not only his own crew, but the people at 
Macao likewifc, that he propofed to try this unufiial 
experiment j fo that there were many letters fent oa 
board him by the inhafcritants of Canton and Macao 
for their friends at Batmda. 

‘ But his leal dcfign was of a very different nature. 
Pew he fi^pofed, that iaScad of one annual Ihip 
to Maniia, there would be this year, 
a«lfil|a:dfc»bility# twp » fince, by faeingbefore^ra- 

I i 4 puko. 
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fulcOi he had prevented one of tliem from putting 
to fea the preceding feafon. lie tlicrefore, not dil- 
couraged by liis former dilafiers, icfolved again to 
rifque thecafuaities of the Pecife occm, and to cruilc 
for thefe returning vellcls off Cape E/piritu Sento 
on the IQand of Scuid^ which is the firil land they 
always make at the /'M{/>/v,/4’Ifiands : And as 'June 
is generally the month in which they arrive there? 
he doubted not bur he flaould get to his intended 
nation time enough to intercept them. It is true, 
they were faid to be (lout velleh, mounting forty- 
four guns apiece, and carrying above five hundred 
hands, and might be expedled to return in company j 
and he himfelf had but two hundred and twenty-fe- 
ven hands on board, of which near thirty were boys. 
But this difproportion of ftrength did not deter him, 
as he knew his fliip to be much better fitted for a 
fea engagement than theirs, and as he had reafon to 
expedi that his men would exert tbemfelves after a 
moft extraordinary manner, when they had in view 
the immenfe wealth of thefe Manila galeons. 

This projcdl the Commodore hadrcfolved on in 
his own thoughts, ever fince his leaving the coaft of 
Mexico. . And the greateft mortification which he 
received, fiom the various delays be had met with 
in China, was his apprehenfion, left he might be 
thereby fo long retarded as to let the galeons efcape 
him. Indeed, at Macao it was incumbent on him 
to keep thefe views extremely fecrct for there being 
^ great intercourfe and a mutual cohnedion of inte- 
refts between that porc.and Manila, he had rcafoii 
to fear, thatj if his defigns weredfifoovered, iniel- 
would be immediately feot t^ Manih 't anil 
ffieaftTOB. would Iw -taken to the gahss^ 

frofo fapog. ietq.I4&^5de,v ISot 
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and entire!)’ clear of the coafl, lie fummoncd all his 
people on the quarter-deck, and informed them of 
his relolution to cru'lefor xh^vnoMatiUa fliips, of 
v/hofe we.iUh they were not ionoranc : He told them 
he fhould cliuic a ftation, where he could not fail of 
meeting with them ; and though they were flout 
fhips, and full manned, yet, if his own people 
behaved with their accuftomed fpirit, he was cer- 
tain he (Irould prove too hard for them both, and 
that one of them at leail could not fiiil of becoming 
his prize : Fie further added, that many ridiculous 
tales had been propagated about the ftrength of the 
fides of thefe fhips, and their being impenetrable to 
cannon fliot •, that thefe fiilions had been principally 
invented to palliate the cowardice of thofe who had 
formerly engaged them j but he hoped there were 
none of thole prefent weak enough to give credit to 
fo abfurd a ftory : For his own parr, he did affure 
them upon his word, that, whenever he fell in with 
them, he would fight them fo near, that they 
fiiould find, his bullets, inftead of being flopped by 
one of their fides, Ihould go through them both. 
This fpeech of the Commodore was received by 
his people with great joy. Since no fooner had he 
ended, than they exprefled their approbation, ac- 
cording to naval cuftom, by three ftrenuous cheers : 
and declared their determination to fucceed, or pe- 
rifh, whenever the oppoftunity preferited iifelf Im- 
mediately too their hopes, which on their departure 
from the ccaft of Mexico had entirely fubfided, 
wen4 again revived*, and theyperfuaded themfeives, 
that, ■ norssdtbfttnding ' the various taflialties and 
dtfappolntments they had hitherto met with, they 
fiwwM yet be the price of their fatigues, and 

at laft return |ipnj« enriched with the fpoilg 

of 
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of the enemy. For, firmly relying on the afluran* 
CCS of the Commodore, that they (hould certainly 
meet with the galeons, they were al! of them too 
fanguine to doubt a moment of maftering them i 
fo that they confidered thcmfelves as having them 
already in their poffeffion. And this confidence was 
fo univerfally fpread through the whole fiiip’s com- 
pany, that the Commodore who bad taken fome 
Chimfg Iheep to fea with him lor his own provifion* 
enquiring one day of his Butcher, why he had 
lately feen no mutton at his table, and afking him 
if all the ftieep were killed ; the fellow very lerioufly 
replied, that there were indeed two flieep left, 
but that if his Honour would give him leave, he 
propofed to keep thofe for the entertainment of the 
General of the galeons. 

When the Onturion left the port of Macm^ Ihe 
flood for fome days to the weftward *, and, on the 
firftof A/dj, they fawpartof the Ifland of Ferwofa', 
and, fleering thence to the fouthward, they, on the 
4th of Mjj, were in the latitude of the Bafiei 
ijlands, as laid down by Dampkr: But they fufpe^ed 
his account of inaccuracy, as they knew that he had 
I>een cQnfideraljIy miftaken in the latitude of the 
South end of Fmmfa *, and therefore they kept a 
good look-out, and about feven in the evening dif- 
coveredfrom the maft-head fiye fmall Ifiands, which 
were judged to be the Bafiees, As they afterwards 
few Bpiei fffhgo Mm j they by this, means fqund 
anqppcjrtumty of eprnedting the poficion the Ba- 
which hsd, rbeen hitherto laid down 
kwfflty-fivetogues too fe? toutfae weftward ; For by 
'jil^'^fti&rvatkns, th«fy 
jo ^ 
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from ^otel Tohago Xima S, S. E. twenty leagues 
diftant, that IQand itfelf being in 21® : 57' North. 

After getting a fight of the Bitjhee IJlands^ they 
flood between the S. and S. W. for Cape Efpirit% 
Santo ; and, the 20th of at noon, they firft 
difcovered'thac Cape, which about four o’clock they 
brought to bear S. S. W. near eleven leagues diftant. 
It appeared to be of a moderate height, with feveral 
round hummocks on it ; and is exadtly reprefented 
in the fortieth plate. As it was known that there 
wf re Centinels placed upon this Cape to make fignals 
to the Acapulco fliip, when (he firft falls in with the 
land ; the Commodore immediately tacked, and or- 
dered the top gallant fails to be taken in, to prevent 
being difeovered. And, this being the ftation 
where it was refolved to cruife for the galeons, they 
^ept the Cape between the South and the Weft, and 
endeavoured to confine themfelves between the lati- 
.tude of 1 2® : 50', and 1 3® : 5', the Cape itfelf lying, 
by their obfervations, in 12®; 40' North, and in 4® 
of Eaft longitude from Botel T ohago Xima. 

It was the laft of A&y, by the foreign ftile, when 
they arrived off this Cape j and, the month of Jum^ 
by the fame ftile, being that in which the Manita 
fthips are ufually expefted, the Centurion's people 
were now waiting each hour with the utmoft impa- 
tience for the happy crifis which was to balance the 
account of all their paft calamities. As from this 
time there was but fmall employment for the crew j 
the Commodore ordered them almoft every day to 
he exercifed in the working of the great guns, and 
|n the ufe of tlieir fmall .arms. This had been his 
jwaftice, more or lefs, at every convenient feafon 
jdurittg the whok courfe of his voyage and the ad- 
which he received from it, in his engage- 
^ ment 
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ment -with the gaieon, were an ample rccnmpence 
for all his care and attention. Indcci), it ihould 
feeni that there are few particulars of aCnmmander’s 
duty of more importance, how muc'i focver it may 
have been fometimes ovei looked or tnirundorllood: 
Since it will, I fuppofe, be confeffed, tint in two 
ihips of war, equal in the number of their men and 
guns, the difproportion of ftrength, arifing from a 
greater or lefs dexterity in the ufc of their great 
guns and fmall arms, is what can fcarcely be ballan- 
ced by any other circumftanccs whatever. For, as 
thefe are the weapons with which they are to engage, 
what greater inequality can there be betwixt two con- 
tending parties, than that one fide ftiould perfedly 
underftand the management of them, and flaould 
have the {kill to employ them in the moft efTeclual 
manner for the annoyance of their enemy j while the 
other fide fhould, by their awkward handling of their 
arms, renderthem rather terrible to themfeives, than 
mifehievous to their antagonift ? This feems fo ob- 
vious and natural a conclufion, that a perfon unac- 
quainted with thefe matters would fuppofe the firft 
care of a Commander to be the training his people 
to the ready ufe of their arms. 

But human affairs are not always conduced by 
the plain dilates of common fenfe. There arc many 
other principles which influence our tranfadlions : 
And there is one in particular, which tho’ of a very 
erroneous complexion, isfcarcely ever excluded from 
our mofl: ferious deliberations j I mean cuftom, or 
the praftice of thofe who have preceded us;.' This'Js 
dually a poiver too tWighty for reafon to gra|jp!& 
imd is often extremely ffoublefome -to 
<«^ho"bp|« 3 fe it,'*fince icharmbcW’dl'fapefSlI^m: 

. - authority^ 
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authority with unrelenting vehemence. However, 
in thefe latter ages of the world, forae lucky en- 
croachments have been made upon its prerogative j 
and it may furely be expedted, that the Gentlemen 
of the Navy, whofe particular profeflion hath within 
a few years been cbnfiderably improved by a number 
of new inventions, will of all others be the readieft 
to give up any ufage which has nothmg to plead in 
its behalf but prefeription, and will not fuppofe that 
every branch of their bufinefs hath already received 
all the perfedion of which it is capable. Indeed, it 
muft be owned, that if a dexterity in the ufe of fmall 
arms, for inftance, hath been fometimes lels attended 
to on board our ftirps of war, than might have been 
wifhed for, it hath been rather owing to unfleilful 
methods of teaching it, than to negligence. Since 
the common failors, how ftrongly foever attached to 
their own prejudices, arc very quick-fighted in find- 
ingout.the defeds of others, and have ever ihewn a 
great contempt for the formalities pra^fed in the 
training of land troops to the ufe of their arms. But 
when thofe-who have undertaken to inftrud the fea- 
men havecontented thcmfelves withinculcatingonly 
what was ufeful, in the fimplefb manner, they have 
conftantly found their people fufficiently docile, and 
the fuccefs hath even exceeded their expedatlon. 
Thus on board Mr. ftiip, where they were 

taught no more of the manual exercife than the 
fliorceft method of loading with cartridges, and were 
conftantly trained to fire at a mark, which was ufu- 
ally hung at the yard-arm, and where fome little re- 
waijd was given to the moft expert, the whole crew, 
by this management, were rendered extrdhiely fkil- 
ful. For befides an uncommon readinefs in load- 
ing, they were all of them good markfraen, and 

fome 
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orae of them moft extraoniinary ones. Whence I 
doubt not but, in the ufe of fmall arms, they were 
more than a match for double their number, who 
had not been habituated to the fame kind of exer- 
cife. But to return : 

■ It was the laft of A/ay, N, S. as hath been already 
faid, when the Cenlurim arrived off Cape Efpiritit 
Santo ; and confequently the next day the month 
began in which the galeons were to be expected. 
The Commodore therefore made all neceflary pre- 
parations for receiving them, hoifting out his long- 
boat, and lalhing her along-fide, that the fhip might 
be ready for engaging, if they fell in with the gale- 
ons during the night. All this time too he was very 
folicitoustokeep at fuch a diftance from the Cape* 
as not to be difeovered. But it hath been fince 
iearnt, that notwithftanding his care, he was feen 
from the landi and advice of him was fent toMkmlei, 
where, tho* it was at firft dilbelieved, yet, on reite- 
rated intelligence (for it feems he wasfeen more than 
once) the Merchants were alarmed, and the Gover- 
nor was applied to, who undertook (the Commerce 
fupplyingthe neceflary fums) to Stout a force con- 
fiffing of two Ihips of thirty-two guns, one of twen- 
ty guns, and two floops of ten guns cachj to attack 
the Centurion on her-ftation. With this view fomc 
of. thefe veflcls actually weighed j but the principal 
fttp not being ready, and the rnonfoon being againfb 
them, the Commerce and the Governor difagreedj fb 
that theenterprize was laid afide. This fm^iuent 
covery of the Centurion from the ffjorc was fiKnewhat 
(extraordinary i fince. the pitch of the Caf« is nor 
hi]^, wad fhc ufqally kept fiom'ttn to fifteen leagues' 
diffatit'v though once indeed, by an indraught -of 
the tide, : as was fiippo&d, idiey found themftifealn 
the morning within feven leagues of the land. 
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As the month of ’June advanced, the expedtancy 
and impatience of the Commodore’s people each 
day increafed. And 1 think no better idea can be 
given of their great eagernels on this occafion, than 
by copying a few paragraphs from the journal of an 
officer, who was then on board; as it will, I pre- 
fume, be a more natutal piaure of the full attach- 
ment of their thoughts to the hufinefs of their 
cruife, than can be given by any other means. The 
paragraphs I have felefted, as they occur in order 
of time, are as follow : 

May 31, Exercifing our men at their quar- 
« ters, in great expeftation of meeting with the 
“ galeons very foon, this being tire eleventh of 
“ "yrnty their ftile.” 

“ "June 3, Keeping in our ftations, and looking 

out for the galeons.” 

« 7tt»e 5, Begin now to be in great expedation, 
« this being the mkklle of June, their fliie.” 

« June 1 1, Begin to grow impatient at not fee- 
** ing the galeons.” 

“ June 13, The wind Hhving blown frelh eafterly 
“ for the forty-eight liours paft, gives us great 
« expedations of feeing the galeons foon,” 

** June 15, Cruifing on and off, and looking 
** oat ftridly,” 

“ June 19, This being the laft day of June, N. 
** S. the galeons, if they arrive at all, tnuft appear 
« foon.” 

From thefWimplos it is fufficiently evident, how 
coiiipleatly the treafureof the galeons had engroffed 
their tmaginatkm, and how ^xioufly riiey paffed 
diclatter partofiheir cruifo I when tlie certainty of 
the arrival of ihofe vcffels was, dwindled down to 
prcihal^tty only, and that probability became each 

hour 
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hour more and more doubtful. However, on the 
20th of June, 0. S. being juft a month after their 
gaining their ftation, they were relieved out of this 
ftate of uncertainty ; for, at fun-rife, they difco- 
vered a fail from the maft-head, in the S. E. quar- 
ter. On this, a general joy fpread through the 
whole Ihip ; for they had no doubt but this was one 
of the galeons, and they expeifted foon to defery 
the other. The Commodore inftantly ftood to- 
wards her, and at half an hour after feven they were 
near enough to fee her from tlie Centurion's deck ; 
at which time the galcon fired a gun, and took in 
her top-gallant-fails : This was fuppofed to be a fig- 
nal to- her confort, to haftfen her up •, and therefore 
the Centurion fired a gun to leeward, to amufe her. 
The Commodore was furprized to find, that during 
all this interval the galeon did not change her 
€ourfe, but continued to bear down upon him for 
he hardly believed, what afterwards appeared to 
be the cafe, that {he knew his {hip to be the Cen- 
turion, and relblved to fight him. 

About noon the Commodore was little more 
than a league diftant from the galeon, and -could 
fetch her wake, fo that {lie could not now efcape j 
and, no fecond {hip appearing, it was concluded 
that fhe had been feparated from her confort. Soon 
after, the galeon haled up her fore-fail, and brought 
to under top-feils, with her head to the northward, 
hoifting Spanifi colours, and having the ftand;wd of 
Spain flying at the top-gallant maft-head : Mr. Anfen, 
in the mean time, had prepared all things for an.en- 
gageiT^cnt onboard the Centurion^ and had taken eve- 
ry poffible meafure, both for the moftejFeftoal exer- 
tion of his fmall ftrength, for the voiding 

cQBsMioai 
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confufion and tumult, too frequent in aftionsof this 
kind. He picked out about thirty of his choiceft 
hands and beft raarkfmen, whom he diftributed in- 
to his tops, and who fully anfwered his expedlation 
by the fignal fervices they performed. As he had 
not hands enough remaining to quarter a fufEcienc 
number to each great gun, in the cuftomary man- 
ner ; he therefore, on his lower tire, fixed only two 
men to each gun, who were to be folely employed 
in loading it, whilfl: the reft of bis people were di- 
vided into different gangs of ten or twelve men 
each, who were continually moving about the decks, 
to run out and fire fuch guns as were loaded. By 
this management he was enabled to make ule of all 
his guns ; and inftead of whole broadfides, with in- 
tervals between them, he kept up a conftant fire 
without intermiffion j whencebe doubted not to pro- 
cure very fignal advantages. For it is common 
with the Spaniards to fall down upon the decks, 
when they fee a broad fide preparing, and to con- 
tinue in that pofture till it is given; after which 
they rife again, and, prefuming the danger to be 
for forae time over, work their guns, and fire with 
great brilknefs, rill another broad-fide is ready: But 
the firing gun by gun, in the manner direded by 
the Commodore, rendered thispradice of theirs im* 
poffible. 

The Centurion being thus prepared, and nearing 
the galeon apace, there 'happened, a little after 
nopn, fevcral Itjualls of wind and rain, which often 
pblcured the galeon from their fight ; but when- 
ever it cleared up, they obferved her relblutely 
lying to. lo wards one o’clock, the Centurion 

gifted her broad pendant and colours, Ihc being 
then within gun-fhot of the enemy ; and the Com- 
K k modore 
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modore perceiving the Spaniards to have negledied 
clearing their iTiip till that time, as he faw them 
throwing over- board cattle and lumber, he gave or- 
ders to fire upon them with the chace guns, to di- 
fturb them in their work, and prevent them from 
compleating it, though his general directions had 
been not to engage before they were within piftol- 
Ihot. The galeon returned the fire with two of her 
fiern chace : and, the Centurion getting her fprit- 
fail-yard fore and aft, that, if neceffary, flie might 
be ready for boarding ; the Spaniards^ in a bravado, 
rigged their fpric-fail yard fore and aft likewife. 
Soon after, the Centurion came a-breaft of the ene- 
my within piftol-lhot, keeping to the leeward of 
them, with a view of preventing their putting be- 
*fore the wind, and gaining the port of Jalapny^ 
from which they were about feven leagues diftant. 
And now the engagement began in earneft, and 
for the firft half hour, Mr. Anfon over-reached the 
galeon, and lay on her bow ; where, by the great 
widenefs of his ports, he could traverfe almoft all 
his guns upon the enemy, whilft the galeon could 
only bring a part of hers to bear. Immediately, on 
the commencement of the aClion, the mats, with 
which the galeon had fluffed her netting, took fire, 
and burnt violently, blazing up half as high as the 
mizen-top. This accident, fuppofed to‘ be caufed 
by the Centurion'^ wads, threw the enemy into the 
utmoft terror, and alfo alarmed the Commodore 
for he feared left the galeon fhould be burnt, and 
left he himfelf too might fuffer by her driving on 
board him. However, the Spaniards at laft freed 
therofelves from the fire, by cutting away the net- 
iffid tumbling the whole mafs, which was in 

flames. 
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flames, into the fea. All this interval the Centurmi 
Icept her firft advantageous pofition, firing her can- 
non with great regularity and bnflcnefs ; whilft at 
the fame time the galeon’s decks lay open to her top- 
men, who, having at their fiift volley driven the 
Spaniards from their tops, made prodigious havock 
with their fraall arms, killing or wounding every 
officer but one that appeared on the quarter-deck, 
and wounding in particu lar the General of the galeon 
himfelf. Thus the adion proceeded for at leafl: 
half an hour j but then the Centtirion loil: the fupe- 
riority arifing from her original fituation, and was 
clofealong-fidethe galeon, and the enemy continued 
to fire brilkly for near an hour longer-, yet even in 
this potturethe Commodore’s grape- (liot fwept their 
decks fo effedually, and the number of their Qain 
and wounded became fb confiderable, that they be- 
gan to fall into great diforder, efpecially as the Ge- 
neral, who was the life of the aftion, was no longer 
capable of exerting himfelf. Their confufion was 
vifible from on board the Commodore. For the 
{hips were fo near, thatfomeof the officers 

were feen running about with much affiduity, to 
prevent the defertion of their men from their quar- 
ters : But all their endeavours were in vain j for af- 
ter having,' as a laft effort, fired five or fix guns with 
more judgment than ufual, they yielded up the con- 
teftj and, the galeon’s colours being fingedoff the 
enfign ftaff in the beginning of the engagement, {he 
{truck the flrandard at her main-top-gallant maft- 
head the perfon who was employed to perform this 
o®ce, having been in imminent peril of being killed^ 
bad not the Commodore, who perceived what he 
was about, given exprefs qrders to his people to d<r 
flft from firing. 




Thus 
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Thus was the Ceff/urio/ipoSefflidof this rich prize 
amounting in value to near a million and a half of 
tlollais. She was called the Nr/Ira Signora de Cahet- 
donga, and was commanded by General Bon Jero- 
nimo de A'ientero, a Portuguej\\ who was the moft 
approved oiBcer for flcill and courage of any em- 
ployed in that fervice. The galeon was much lar- 
ger than the Cen(uiiofi, and had five hundred and 
fifty men, and thirty-fix guns mounted for action, 
befides twenty • eight pedreroes in her gunwale, quar- 
ters, and tops, each of which carried a four pound 
ball. She was very well furnifhed with fmall arms, 
and was particularly provided againll boarding, both 
by her dole quarters, and by a ftrong net-woi k of 
two inch rope, which was laced over her waift, and 
was defended by half pikes. She had fixty-feven 
killed in the adion, and eighty-fbur wounded, 
whilft the Centurion had only two killed, and a Lieu- 
tenant and fixteen wounded, all of whom but one 
recovered : Of fo little confequence are the moft de- 
ftrudive arms in untutored and unpradifed hands. 

I'he tre.afuie thus taken by the Centurion having 
been, for at leaft eighteen months, the great objed of 
liieir hopes, it is impoffibie to deferibethe tranfport 
onboard, when, after all their reiterated difappoint- 
ments, they at laft faw- their wiCbes accompliftied. 
But their joy was near being fuddenly damped by a 
moft tremendous incident : For no Iboner had the 
galeon (truck, than one of the Lieutenants coming 
to Mr. Jnfon to congratulate him on his prize, whlf- 
pered him at the latne time, that the Centurion was 
.dangeroufly on fire near the powder-room. The 
Cominodore received this dreadful news withoutany 
apparent emotion, and taking care not to alara^ 
jP^pJcj gan the ncccflary orders for eatringdilhiog 

the 
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the fire, which was happily done in a fhort time, 
though its appearance at firfV was extremely terrible* 
It feems fome cartridges had been blown up by ac- 
cident between decks, and the blaft had communi- 
cated its flame to a quantity of oakum in the after- 
hatch way, near the after powder room, where the 
great fmother and fmoke of the oakum occafioned 
the apprehenfion of a more extended and mifchiev- 
ous conflagration : All hopes too of avoiding its 
fury, by efcaping on board the prize, had inftantly 
vanifhed ; for at the fame moment the galeon fell 
on board the Centurion on the ftarboard quarter, 
though fhe was fortunately cleared without doing 
or receiving any confiderable damage. 

The Commodore appointed the Manila vefiel to 
be a poffc fhip in his Majefty’s fervice, and gave the 
command of her to Mr. Saumarez, his firft Liaite- 
nant; who, before night, fent on board the Centu- 
rion all the Spanijb prifoners, except fuch as were 
thought the moft proper to be retained to affifl: in 
navigating the galeon. And now the Commodore 
learnt, from fotne of thefe prifoners, that the other 
fhip, which he had kept in the port of Acapulco the 
preceding year, inftead of returning in company 
with the prefent prize, as was expedted, had fet 
fiil from Acapulco alone much fooner than ufual, 
and bad, in all probability, got into the port of 
Manila long before the Centurion arrived off Cape 
Efpiritu Santo *, fo that Mr. Anfon, notwithftanding 
his prefent fuccefs, had great reafon to regret his 
iofs of time at Macao^ which prevented him from 
taking two rich prizes inftead, of one. 

The Commodore, when the adllon was ended, rc- 
folved to make the beft of his way with his prize for 
the river of Canton, being the mean time fully em • 
K k 3 ployeJ 
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ployed In fecuring his prifoners, and in removing the 
treafure from on board the galeon into the Centurion, 
The laft of thefe operations was too important to be 
poftponed ; for as the navigation to Canton was thro’ 
feas but little known, and where, from the feafon of 
the year, very tenipeftuous weather might be ex- 
pefled, it was of great confequence that the treafure 
fiiould be fent on board the Centurion, which Ihip, 
by the prefence of the Commander in Chief, the lar- 
ger number of her hands, and her other advantages, 
was doubtlefs better provided againft all the cafual- 
ties of winds and feas than the galeon : And the fe* 
coring the prifoners was a matter of ftill more confe- 
quence, as not only the poflfeffion of the treafure, 
but the lives of the captors depended thereon. This 
was indeed an article which gave the Commodore 
much tiouble and difquietude, for they were above 
double the number of his own people j and fome 
of them, when they were brought on board the 
Centurion, and had obferved how flenderly {he was 
manned, and the large proportion which the ftnp- 
lings bore to the reft, could not help exprefTing 
themfelves with great indignation to be thus beaten 
by a handful of boys. The method which was taken 
to hinder them from riling, was by placing all but 
the officers and the wounded in the hold, where, 
to give them as much air as poffible, two hatch- 
ways were left open ; but then (to avoid any dan- 
ger that might happen, whilft the Centurion’s peo- 
ple ihould be employed upon deck) there was a 
fquare partition of thick planks, made in the fhape 
ef a funnel, which enclofed each hatch way on the 
l^i^’dcck, and reached to t^t dircdly over it on 
s thefe funnels ferved to communir 
he hoW better than could baye been 
' dona 
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done without them, and, at the fame time, added 
greatly to the fecurity of the fliip ; for they being 
feven or eight feet high, it would have been extreme- 
ly difficult for the Spaniards to have clambered up j 
and ftill to augment that difficulty, four fwivel guns, 
loaded with nuifquet-bullets, were planted at the 
mouth of each funnel, and a centinel with a lighted 
match was polled there ready to fire into the hold 
amongft them, in cafe of any difturbance. Their offi- 
cers, who amounted to feventeen or eighteen, were 
all lodged in the firffc Lieutenant’s cabin, under a 
guard of fix men ; and the General, as he was 
wounded, lay in the Commodore’s cabin with a 
centinel always with him ; every prifoner too was 
fufficiently appnfed, that any violence or difturbance 
would be puniflaed with inftant death. And, that the 
Ceniurion'% people might be at all times prepated, 
if, notwithftanding thefe regulations, any tumult 
fliould arife, the fmall arms were conftantly kept 
loaded in a proper place, whilfl: all the men went 
armed with cutlafles and piftols ; and no officer 
ever pulled off his cloathswhen heflept, or, when 
he lay down, omitted to have his arms always ready 
by him. 

Thefe meafures were obvioufly necefiary, confi- 
deringthe hazards to which the Commodore and his 
people would have been cxpofed, had they been lefs 
careful. Indeed, the fufferings of the poor prifoner-s, 
though impofllble to be alleviated, were much to be 
commiferated i for the weather was extremely hot, 
the flench of the hold loathfome, beyond all concep-^ 
tion, and .their allowance of v/atcr but juft fufficient 
to keep them alive it not being pradicabie to fpare 
them more than at the rate of a pint a day for each, 
the crew themfelves having only an allowance of a 
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pint and a half. All this confidered, it was won- 
derful that not a man of them died during their long 
confinement, except three of the wounded, who ex- 
pired the fame night they were taken ; though it 
Hiufl: be confeffed, that the greateft part of them 
were fti-angely mctamorphofed by the heat of the 
hold s for when they were firft brought on board, 
they were fightly robuft fellows but when, after 
above a month’s imprifonment, they wxre difcharged 
in the river CatUoii^ they were reduced to mere ike- 
letons ; and their air and looks correfponded much 
more to the conception formed of ghofts and fpedtrcs, 
than to the figure and appearance of real men. 

Thus employed in fecuripg the treafure and the 
priibners, the Commodore, as hath been faid, flood 
for the river of Canton j and, on the 30 th of June, 
at fix in the evening, got fight of Cape Delangano, 
which then bor? weft ten leagues diftant. The next ' 
day he made the Bafloes TJlmds, and the wind being 
fo far to the northward, that it was difficult to wea- 
ther them, it was refolved to ftand through between 
Cf&fton and Monmouth JJlands, where the pallage 
leemed to be clear ; though in getting thro’ the fca 
had a very dangerous afpedl, for it ripicd and foam- 
ei. 1 , wii h all the appearances of being full of break- 
ers, which was ftill more terrible as it was then 
night. But the fiiips got thro’ very fafe, the prize 
keeping a head i and it was found, that the agita- 
tion of the fea, which had alarmed them, had been 
occafioned only by a flrong tide. I muft here ob- 
ferve,that, tho* the Bafiee JJlands areufually reckoned 
to be no more than five, yet there are many more 
lying about them to the weftward, which, feeing 
fi|e elifflwela amongft them are not at all known, 
pialei* it advifeable for fiiips rather to pafs to the 
Jt foiifhwrd than thro' them j a$ indeed 

the 
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the Commodore propofed to have gone to the north- 
ward, between them and Fomofa, had it been pof- 
fible for him to have weathered them. From hence 
the Centurion fteering the proper courfe for the river 
of Canton, ftie, on the 8 th of July, difcovered the 
Ifland of Supata, the weilermoft of the Lenta Iflands, 
being the double-peaked rock particularly deline- 
ated in the view of the Iflands of Lema, formerly re- 
ferred to; This Ifland of Supata they made to be a 
hundred and thirty-nine leagues diftantfromGrtf//o»’s 
Ifland, and to bear from it North 82® 37' Weft: 
And, on the i ith, having taken on board two Chi-’ 
nefe Pilots, one for the Centurion, and the other for 
the prize, they came to an anchor off the city of 
Macao. 

By this time the particulars of the cargoe of the 
galeon were well afcertained, and it was found that 
ihe had on board 1,313,843 pieces of eight, and 
35,682 oz. of virgin filver, befides fome cochineal, 
and a few other commodities, which, however, were 
but of fmall account in comparifon of the fpecie. 
And this being the Commodore’s laft prize, it hence 
appears that all the treafure taken by the Centurion 
was not much flaort of 400,000 1. independent of 
the fliips and merchandize, which flie either burnt 
or deftroyed, and which, by the moft reafonable 
f ftimation could not amount to fo little as 600,000/. 
more ; fo that the whole damage done the enemy 
by pur fquadron, did doubtlefs exceed a million fter- 
ling. To which, if there be added the great ex- 
pence of the Court of Spain, in fitting out Pizarro, 
and in paying the additional charges in America, in- 
curred on ouraccount, together with the lofs of their, 
men of war j the total of all thefe articles will be a 
ipoft exorbitant fum, and is the ftrongeft convi£fion 
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of the utility of this expedition, which, with all its 
numerous difad vantages, did yet prove fo extremely 
prejudicial to the enemy. I lhall only add, that 
there was taken on board the galeon feveral draughts 
and journals j from fome of which many of the par- 
ticulars recited in the tenth chapter of the fecond 
book are collefted. Among the reft there was found 
a chatt of all die Ocean between the Philippines and 
the coaft of Mexico, which was what was made ufc 
of by the galeon in her own navigation. A copy of 
this draught, corredted in fome places by our own 
obfervations, is here annexed, together with the 
route of the galeon traced thereon from her own 
journals, and likewife the route of the Ceniurie» 
through the fame Ocean. This is the Chart for- 
merly referred to in the account of the Manila trade ; 
But to render it ftiil more compleat, the obfcrved 
variation of the needle is annexed to feveral parts, 
both of the Spmijh and Enghjh track ; which addi- 
tion is of the greateft conlcquence, as no obferva- 
tions of this kind- in the northern parts of the Pa* 
tific Ocean have yet, to my knowledge, been pub- 
liihed; and as the quantity of that variation fo nearly 
correfponds to what Dr. Halley predidled from his 
Theory above fifty years ago. With this digref- 
fion I lhall end this chapter, and leave the Ce^itu- 
rkn and her prize at anchor off Macao, preparing 
to enter the river of Canton. 


\ C HAP. IX, 

^ Tranfaiftions in the river of Canton. 

Commodore having taken Pilots on 
' -JL’ .!ti86(S^/^>!t«:ee^ with his prize for the river 
<psh the 14th of aft anchor 

fliort 
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fhort of the Bocca ’Tigris^ which is a narrow pafiage 
forming the mouth of that river : This entrance he 
propofed to ftand through the next day, and to run 
up as far as ‘tiger IJland^ which is a very fafe road, 
fecured from all winds. But whilft the Centurion and 
her prize were thus at anchor, a boat with an officer 
was fent off from the Mandarine, commanding the 
forts at Bocca tigris to examine what the (hips were* 
and whence they came. Mr. Jnfon informed the 
officer that his own Ihip was a man of war belonging 
to the King of Great-BrUam, and that the other in 
company with him was a prize he had taken, that he 
was going into Canton river to flicker himfelf againft 
the hurricanes which were then approaching, and 
that as foon as the monfoon fliifted he flhiould fet fail 
for England. The officer then defired an account of 
what men, guns, and ammunition were on board, a 
lift of all which he faid was to be fent to the Oo- 
vernment of Canton. But when thefe articles weref 
repeated to him, particularly upon his being told 
that there were in the Centurion four hundred fire- 
locks, and between three and four hundred barrelsof 
powder, he Ihrugged up his fhoulders, and feemed 
to be terrified with the bare recital, faying, that no 
Chips ever came into Canton river armed in that 
manner j adding, that he durft hot fet down the 
whole of this force, left it fhould too much alarm 
the Regency. After he'had finiihed his enquiries, 
and was prepaiing to depart, he defired to leavetwo 
Cuftom-houfc officers behind him ; on which the 
Commodore told him, that though as a man of war 
he was prohibited from trading, and had nothing to 
do with cuftoms or duties of any kind; yet for the 
fatisfaflion of the Chinese, he would permit two of 
their people to be left on board, who might them- 

felves 
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felves be witnelTes how punftually he fhould com- 
ply with his inftructions. The officer feemed 
amazed when Mr. Jnfon mentioned being exempted 
from all duties, and anfwered, that the Emperor’s 
duty muft be paid by every ffiip that came into his 
ports ; And it is fuppofed, that on this occafion, 
private diredlions were given by him to the CMnefe 
Pilot, not to carry the Commodore through the 
BoccaTygris\ which makes it neceflary, mote par- 
ticularly, to defcribe that entrance. 

The Bocca Tigris is a narrow paffage, little more 
than mufquet-fhot over, formed by two points of 
land, on each of which there is a fort, that on the 
ftarboard-fide being a battery on the water’s edge, 
with eighteen embrafures, but where there were no 
more than twelve iron cannon mounted, feeming 
to be four or fix pounders ; the fort on the larboard- 
fide is a large caftle, refembling thofe old buildings 
which here in England we often find diftinguiChed 
by that name*, it is fituated on a high rock, and 
did not appear to be furniflied with more than 
eight or ten cannon, none of which were fuppoled 
to exceed fix pounders. Thefe are the defences 
which fecure the river of Canton', and which the 
Cbiaefe (extremely defedive in ail military fkill) 
have imagined were fufficient to prevent an enemy 
from forcing his way through. 

But it is obvious, from the defeription of tliefc 
forts, that they could have given no obftrudion to 
Mr. 4 nJon*& pafiage, even if they had been well 
fopplied with gunners and itoreS •, and therefore, 
though the Pilot, after the Chineje officer had been 
on boafrd,; refufed at firft to take charge of the (hip, 
till he b^d leave from the forrs •, yet, as it was ne-r 
to through . without any delay, for fear lof 
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the bad weather which was hourly expeded, the 
Commodore weighed on the 1 5th, and ordered the 
Pilot to carry him by the forts, threatening him 
that, if the fhip ran a-ground, he would inftantly 
hang him up at the yard-arm. The Pilot, awed by 
thefe threats, carried the fhip through fafely, the 
forts not attempting to difpute the pafiage. In- 
deed the poor Pilot did not efcape the refentment 
of his countrymen ; for when he came on fhore, he 
was feized and fent to prifon, and was rigoroufly 
difciplined with the bamboo. However, he found 
means to get at Mr. Anfon afterwards, to defire of 
him fome lecompence for the chaftifement he had 
undergone, and of which he then carried very fig- 
nificant marks about him j Mr. Anfon therefore, in 
commiferation of his fufferings, gave him fuch a 
fum of money, as would at any time have enticed 
a Cbinefe to have undergone a dozen baftinadings. 

Nor was the Pilot the only perfon that fuffered on 
this occafion 5 for the Commodore foon after feeing 
fome royal junks pafs by him from Bocca Tigris to- 
wards be learnt, on enquiry, that the A&s- 

commanding the forts was aprifoner onboard 
themi that he was already turned our, and was now- 
carrying to Canton, where it was expedled he would 
be fevercly punifhed for having permitted the fhips 
to pafs. Upon the Commodore’s urging the un- 
reafonablenefs of this procedure, from the inability 
of the forts to have done otherwife, and explaining 
to the Chimfe the great fuperiority his fhips would 
have had over the forts, by the number and fize of 
their guns, the Cbinefe feemed to acquiefce in his 
rcafoning, and allowed that their forts could not 
have flopped him *, but they ftill aOcrted, that the 
Mandarine would infallibly fuScr, for not having 

done, 
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done, what all his judges were convinced, wasim- 
poffible. To fuch indefenfible abfurdities are thofe 
obliged to fubmit, who think themfelves concerned 
to fupport their authority, when the necelTary force 
is wanting. But to return. 

On the 1 6th of July the Commodore fent his 
lecond Lieutenant to Canton, with a letter for the 
Viceroy, informing him of the reafon of the G?«- 
s putting into that port ; and that the Com- 
modore himfelf loon propofed to repair to Canton, 
to pay a vifit to his Excellency. The Lieutenant 
was very civilly received, and was promifed that an 
anfwer lliould be fent to the Commodore the next 
day. In the mean time Mr. Jn/on gave leave to 
feveral of the officers of the galeon to go to Canton, 
they engaging their parole to return in two days. 
When thele prifoners got to Canton, the Regency 
fent for them, and examined them, enquiring par- 
ticularly by what means they came into Mr. jinfon's 
power. It luckily happened that on this occafion 
the prifoners were honeft enough to declare, that as 
the Kings of Great-Britain and of Sfain were at war, 
they had propofed to themfelves the taking of the 
Centurion, and had bore down upon her with that 
view, but that the event had been contrary to their 
hopes. And, being queftioned as to their ufage on 
board, they frankly acknowledged that they had 
been treated by the Commodore much better than 
they Relieved they Ihould have treated him, had he 
fallen into their hands. This confeflion from an 
enemy had great weight with the Chinefe, who, till 
then, tho* they had revered the Commodore’s mili- 
tary force, had yet fufpefted his morals, and had 
him rather as a lawlds free-booter, than 
as ditfes coouniffionetf by the State fsr the revenge of 

public 



ROUND THE WORLD. 503 
public injuries. But they now changed their opini- 
on, and regarded him as a more important perlbn; 
to which perhaps thevafl treafure of his prize might 
not a little contribute ; the acquifition of wealth 
being a matter greatly adapted to the efteem and 
reverence of the Chnefe Nation. 

In this examination of the S-paniJb prifoners, 
though the Cbinefe had no reafon in the main to 
doubt of the account which was given them, yet 
there were two circumftances which appeared to 
them fo fingular, as to defcrve a more ample ex- 
planation ; one of them was the great difproportion 
of men between the Centurmi and the galeon j the 
other was the humanity, with which the people of 
thegaleon were treated after they were taken. The 
Mandarines therefore alked the Spaniards., how they 
came to be overpowered by fo inferior a force? and 
how it happened, fince the two nations were at war, 
that they were not put to death when they fell into 
the hands of the EngUJh ? To the firft of thefe en- 
quiries the Spaniards that though they had 

more men than the ; yetfhe being intended 

folely for war, had a great fuperiority in the fizeof 
her guns, and in many other articles, over the gale- 
on, which was a velTei fitted out principally for traf- 
fic : And as to the fecond queftion, they told the 
Cbinefe^ that amongft the nations of Etirope, it was 
not cuftomary to put to death thofe who fubmitted} 
though they readily owned, that the Commodore, 
from the natural bias of his temper, had treated both 
them and their countrymen, who had formerly been 
in his power, with very unufualcourtefy, much be- 
yond what they could have expelled, or than was 
required by the cuftoms eftabliflied between nations 
at war wUh each other, Thefe replies fully fafif- 
7 fied 
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fied the Cbinefe, and at the fame time wrought very 
powerfully in the Commodore’s favour. 

On the 20 th of July, in the morning, three 
Mandarines, with a great number of boats, and a 
vaft retinue, came on board the Centurion, and de- 
livered to the Commodore the Viceroy of Canton's 
order for a daily fupply of provifions, and for Pilots 
to carry the Ihips up the river as far as the f.cond 
barj and at the fame time they delivered him a 
meffage from the Viceroy, in anfwer to the letter 
fent to Canton. The fubftance of the meffage was, 
that the Viceroy defired to be exculed from receiving 
the Commodore’s vifit, during the then excefllve 
hot weather *, becaufe the affembling the M&nda- 
r/mandfoldiers, neceffary to that ceremony, would 
prove extremely inconvenient and fatiguing 5 but 
that in September, when the weather would be more 
temperate, he ihould be glad to fee both the Com- 
modore himfelf, and the£«^/^ Captain of the other 
Ihip, that was with him. As Mr. Jnfon knew that 
an exprefs had been difpatched to the Court at Fs~ 
kin, with an account of the Centurion and her prize 
being arrived in theriverof Canton-, he had no doubt, 
but theprincipal motivefor putting off this vifit was, 
that the Regency at Canton might gain time to re- 
ceive the Emperor’s inftrudions, about their beha- 
viour on this unulual affain 

When the had delivered their meflage 

they began to talk to the Commodore about the du- 
ties to be paid by his Ihips ; but he immediately told 
them, that he would neverfubmit to any demand of 
that kind j that as he neither brought any merchan- 
dize thither, nor intended to carry any away, he 
could hM be reafonably deemed witliin the meaning 
t?f the Em|»aroPs orders, which were doubtlefs cal- 
culated 
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culated for trading veflels only, adding, that no 
duties were ever demanded of men of war, by na- 
tions accuftomed to their reception, and that his Maf- 
ter’s orders exprefsly forbade him from paying any 
acknowledgment for his fliips anchoring in any port 
whatever. 

The ManAanms being thus cut fliort on the fub- 
je£t of the duty, they faid they had another matter 
to mention, which was the only remaining one they 
had in charge-, this was a requeft to the Commo- 
dore, that he would releafe the prifoners he had ta- 
ken on board the galeon j for that the Viceroy of Can-^ 
ton apprehended the Emperor, his Mafter, might 
be difpleafed, if he fhould be informed, thatperfons, 
who were his allies, and carried on a great commerce 
with his fubjeds, were under confinement in his do- 
minions. Mr. Anfon himfelf was extremely defirous 
to get rid of the Spaniards^ having, on hisf firfl: ar- 
rival, fent about an hundred of them to Macao.^ 
and thofe who remained, which were near four hun- 
dred more, were, on many accounts, a great in- 
cumbrance to him. However, to inhance the fa- 
vour, he at firft rajfed fome difficulties ; but per- 
mitting himfelf to be prevailed on, he at laft told' 
the Mandarines^ that to ftiow Iiis readinefs to oblige' 
the Viceroy, he would releafe the prifoners, when- 
ever they, the Chinifey would order boats to fetch 
them off. This matter being thus adjufted, the 
Mandarines departed and, on the 28th of July, 
vsnt> Chinefe junks were fent from Cantoriy to take on 
iioard the prifonersi and to carry them to Macao-. 
And theCommodofcj agreeable ttr bis pfotti fe, dif- 
miffed them aH, and directed his Purfer to allow 
them eighf days provifibri for thdr fubfiffence, dur- 
idg their failing ^Wn the rtvelr: SincCi before they 

L i were 
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were difpatched, the Centurion was arrived at fiesr 
moorings, above the fecond bar, where flie and her 
prize propofed to continue, till the monfoon fliifted^ 
Though the fhips, in confequence of the Vice- 
roy’s permit, found no difficulty in purchafing pro- 
vifions for their daily confumption : yet it was im- 
poffible that the Commodore could proceed to Eng- 
land,. without laying in a large quantity both of pro- 
vifionsand naval ftores for his ufe, during the voyage. 
The procuring this fupply was attended with much’ 
perplexity, for there were people at Canton who had 
undertaken to furnilh him with bifeuit, and what- 
ever elfe he wanted -, and feis linguift, towards the 
middle of Septemlm4. had affured him, from day to- 
day, that al was ready, and would be fent on board 
him immediately. But a fortnight being elapfedr 
and nothing brought, the Commodore fent to Can- 
ton to enquire more particularly into the reafons of 
this difappointment : And he had foon the vexation- 
to beinformed, tbatthe whole was an illufionj that 
BO order had been procured from the Viceroy, to 
furnilh him with his lea ftores, as had been pre- 
tended^ that there was noi bifeuit baked, nor any- 
one of the articles in readinels, which had been pro- 
mifed him. ; nor did it appear, that the Contradlors 
had taken t:he leafl: ftep to comply with their ^ee- 
mcBt. This was raoft dilagree^le news, and made 
k fufpcdled, that tire furnilking the Centurion for her 
murn to Great-Britain might prove a more trouble- 
feme matter than had been hitherto imagined j ef-, 
geci^ly too, as the Slumber w.sis ne^lj^ 

wded^ without Mr.. Jnfm\ haying received my 
“ ftcHB the yiceroy o£ Canton, ^ , 

; migM I?e expedtedi, 

y iiiODid be gi.Ku of the 

m 
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of the Chinefe for this faithlefs procedure. How- 
ever, as I have already, in a former chapter, made 
fome kind of conjedlures about a fimilar event, I 
fliall not repeat them again m this place j but fliall 
jcontent myfelf with obferving, that after all, it may 
perhaps be impoffible for an European^ ignorant of 
the cuftoms and manners of that nation, to be fully 
apprized of the real incitements to this behaviour. 
Indeed, thus much may undoubtedly be afferted, 
that in artifice, fallhood, and an attachment to all 
kinds of lucre, many of the Chinefe are difficult to 
be paralleled by any other people. But then the 
particular application of thefe talents, and the man- 
ner in which they operate on every emergency, are 
often beyond the reach of a Foreigner’s penetration: 
So that though it may be furely concluded, that the 
Chinefe had fome intereft in thus amufing the Com- 
modore, yet it may not be eaiy to affign the indivi- 
dual views by which they were influenced. And, 
that I may not be thought too fevere in aferibing to 
this Nation a fraudulent and felfifh turn of temper, 
fo contradiAory to the charader given of them in 
the legendary accounts of the Rmj^MifEonariesj 
I (hall here mention an extraordinary tranfadion or 
two, which I conceive will be fome kind of con- 
firmation of what I have advanced. 

When the Commodore lay hxQ: at Macao^ one of 
his officers who had beeji extremely ill, defired leave 
of him to go on fliore every day on a neighbour- 
ing Ifland, imagining that a walk upon the land 
would contribute greatly to the reftoring of his health. 
The CoriMSiodore would have diffuaded him from 
it, fufpeding the tricks of the Chinefe % but the offi- 
cer ctffitinued importunate, in the end the boat was 
ordered to carry hxTR thither; The firft day he was 

1 2 ou • 
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■put on fliorc he took his exercife, and returned 
without receiving any moleftation, or even feeing 
any of the inhabitants 5 but the fecond day, he was 
'affauited, juft after his arrival, by a great number of 
Clnnsje^ who bad been hoeing-ricein the neighbour- 
hood, and who beat him fo violently with the hand- 
ies of their hoes, that they foon laid him on the 
ground, incapable of refiftance; after- which they 
robbed him, taking from him his fword, the hilt of 
which was filver,-his money, his watch, gold-headed 
cane, fnuff-box, fleevc-buttons, and hat, withfeve- 
raXothertrinkets- In the mean time, the boat’s crew, 
who .were at a litslcdiftance, and had no arms of any 
jfaand. with them, were incapable of giving him any 
relief } till at laft one of them flew on the fellow who 
had the fword in his pofleffion, and wrefting it -OtJt 
of his hands, drew it, and with it was preparing to 
fall on the Cbinefe^ fome of whom he could not have 
failed of killing.- But the officer, perceiving what 
be was about, immediately ordered him to defift; 
thinking it more prudent to fubmit to the prefent 
violence, than to embroil his Commander in an in- 


extricable fquabble with the Government, by 

the death of their fubjefts: Which calmnefs in tins 
Gentleman was the more meritorious, as he was 
known to be a perfbn of an uncommon fpirit, and 
of a fomewhat hafty temper. By this means the 
Ch/s^fpeedily recovered the polMion of thefword, 
when they percciveditwas prohibited to be made ujfe 
#f againft them, - and carried <M their whote bfoety 
dwolefted, ,No fooner were they gpne, than?* 
y^ooJhorfeback, very wel| dteiOed, andwla>jWf 
‘ts^^pearatKcof aGemletiwn, camedo^i-^ 
^ be,underllmidt%|^ 

9 ' 
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men, and to commiferate the officer, being won- 
derfully officious to aflift in getting him on board 
the boat : But notwithftanding this behaviour, it 
was Ihrewdly fufpedled that he was an accomplice 
in the theft, and time fully made out the juftice of 
thofe fufpicions. 

When the boat returned on board, and the officer 
reported what had paflTed to the Commodore, he 
immediately complained of it to the Mandarine^ who 
attended to fee his Ihip fupplied ; but the Ma 7 i- 
darine coolly obferved, that the boat ought not to 
have gone on fftore, promjfing, however, that if the 
thieves could be found they ftiould be punilhed ; 
Though it appeared plain enough, by his manner of 
anfwering, that he would never give himfelf any 
trouble in fearching them out. However, a confider- 
able time afterwards, when fome Chinefe boats were 
felling provHions to the Centurion^ the perfonwbo had 
wrefted the fwordfrom the CUns^e came with eager- 
nefs to the Commodore, to affure him that one of the 
principal thieves was then in a provifion-boat along- 
fide the ftiip ; and the officer, who had been robbed, 
viewing the fellow on this report, and well remem- 
bering his face, orders were immediately given to 
feize him ; and he was accordingly fecured on board 
the fhip, where ftrange difeoverjes were now’ made. 

This thief on his being firft apprehended, ex- 
preffed fo much fright in bis countenance, that it 
was feared he would have died on the fpot 5 the 
Mandarine too, who attended the Chip, had vifibly 
no fmall {hare of concern on the occafbn. Indeed 
had reafon enough to be alarmed, fince it was 
fooft s^pparent, that he had been privy to the whole 
robbery s the Commodore declaring that he 
would not deliver up the thief, but would himfi^f 
L 1 3 oriiei^ 
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order him to be fliot, the Mandarm immediately 
put off the magifterial air, with which he had at 
Jfirfl: pretended to demand him, and begged his re- 
leafe in the moft abjeft manner. But the Commo- 
dore feeming to be inflexible, there came on board, 
in lefs than two hours time, five or fix of the neigh- 
bouring Mandarines, who all joined in the fame en- 
treaty, and with a view of facilitating their fuit, of- 
fered a large fum of money for the fellow’s liberty. 
Whilft they were thus folliciting, it was difcovered 
that the Mandarine^ the moft adive amongft them, 
and who was thence prefumed to be moft interefted 
in the event, was the very Gentleman who rode up 
to the officer, juft after the robbery, and who pre- 
tended to be fo much difpleafed with the villainy of 
his countrymen^ On further inquiry it was alfo 
found, that he was the Mandarine of the Ifland •, and 
that he had, by the authority of his office, ordered 
the peafants to commit that infamous aftion. This 
eafily accounted for his extraordinary vigilance in 
the prefent conjundure ; fince, as far as could be 
colledled from the broken hints which were cafually 
thrown out, it feemed, that he and his brethren, 
who were every one privy to the tranfaftion, were 
terrified with the fear of being called before the tri- 
bunal at CantoHy where the firft article of their pu- 
nilhmcnt would be theftripping them of all they were 
worth j though their judges (however fond of in- 
fliding a chaftifcment fo lucrative to themfelves) 
were perhaps of as tainted a complexion as the de- 
Bftqucnts. Mr. Anfon was not difpleafed to have 
caiight the Chinefe in this dilemma he entertained 
Miinfelf for fome time with their perplexity, rejeding 
thelrlnoiiiey with fcofn, appearing inexorable to their 
and giving out that the thtef fhould cm* 
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ttainly be fhot ; but as he then forefaw that he fhould 
be forced to take flicker in their ports a fecond 
time, when the influence he might hereby acquire 
•over the Magiftrates would be .of great fcrvice to 
Jiim, he at length permitted himfelf ,to be perfuad- 
ed, and as a favour releafed his prifoner j though 
not till the Mandarine had collecled and returned 
all that had been ftolen from the officer, even to 
the minutefl: trifle. 

But notwithftanding this inftance c£ the ^ood in- 
telligence between the magiftrates and criminals, the 
flrong addition of thtChtnefe to lucre often prompts 
them to breakthrough this awful confederacy, and 
•puts them on defrauding the authority, that pro- 
tedls them, of its proper quota of the pillage. 
Fo*’ not long afterthe above-mentioned tratrfaftion, 
■(the former Mandarine^ attendant on the fliip, be- 
ing, in the mean time, relieved by another) the 
Commodore loft a top-maft from his ftern, which, 
on the moft: diligent enquiry, >could not be .traced 
■out. As it was not. his own, but had been borrowed 
at Macao to heavic.down by, and was aiot to be re- 
placed in that part of the world he was. extremely 
defirous to recover it, and publiftied a confldcrable 
steward to any who would .bring it him again. 
There were fufpicions from the firft, of its being 
iftolen, which made him conclude a reward was the 
likelieft method of getting it back. sHereupon, 
4bon after, .the Mandarine informed him, .tbatfome 
of his, the M<md«rm% attendants had found the 
tfop-maft, dcflring the Commodore ,to fend his 'boats 
to fetch it, which being ^o***^* . *^1® .MtmicnMic 
jpeopte received the promifcd reward. J£ feem% 
4he Comoaodore bad 4:old the Mandm^, that Ke 
tisottld rnaJce him a prefent befides^ on account of 
JL 1 4. 
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he care he had taken in direfting it to be fearched 
for i and accordingly, Mr. Anfen gave a fum of 
money to his Linguift, to be delivered to the 
darinc ; but the Linguift knowing that the Cbineft. 
had been paid, and ignorant that a further prefent 
had been promifed, kept the money himfelf. How- 
ever, the Mandarine fully confiding in Mr. Anfen’s 
word, and fufpecling the Linguift, be took occafion, 
one morning, to admire the fize of the Centurion' % 
mafts, and thence on a pretended fudden recolledion, 
he made a digrcffion to the top-maft which had been 
loft, and alked Mr. Anfon if he had not got it again. 
Mr. Anfon prefently perceived the bent of this con- 
verfation, and enquired of him if he had not re- 
ceived the money from the Linguift, and finding he 
had nor, he offered to pay him upon the fpot. But 
this the Mandarine refufed, having now fomewhat 
more in view than the fum which had been detained, 
JFor the next day the Linguift was feized, and was 
doubtlcfs mulifted of whatever he had gotten in the 
Commodore’s fervice, which wasfuppofed to be lit- 
tle lefs than two thoufand dollars 5 being befides fo 
feverely baftinadoed, that it was wonderful he ef- 
caped with his life. And when he was upbraided 
by the Commodore (to whom he afterwards came 
a begging) with his folly in rifquing this fevere chaf- 
.^fetnentj and the lofs of all he was worth, for the 
lucre of fifty. dollars, the piefent of which he de- 
frauded the Mandarine ; he had no other excufe to 
jjiake, than the ftrong bias of his Nation to difooncf 
pisplyfng,. in his broken jargofi, Cbinefe man very 



hut borne faftaon^ m can ielp. 


■'(rr-it'Wiie cadlcfa.to recount all the artifices, ejfisois- 
wluch w'esepraiftl^ontt^Ccup^ 



uacp,, 



ROUND THE WORLD. 513 

methodof buy ingprovifions inCtoa being byweighf, 
the tricks the Chtmfe made ufe of to augment the 
weight of what they fold to the Centurion, were al- 
moft incredible. One time a large quantity of fouls 
and ducks being bought for the {hip’s ftore, the 
greatefk part of them prefently died : This fpread a 
general alarm on board, it being apprehended that 
they had been killed by poifon j but on examination 
it appeared, that it was only owing to their being 
cfammcd with {tones and gravel to increafe their 
■{veight, the quantity thus forced into moit of the 
ducks being found to amount to ten ounces in each. 
The hogs too, which were bought ready killed of 
the Chinefe Butchers, had water injedtai into them 
for the fame purpofe j fo that a carcafs, hung up 
all night that the water might drain from it, had 
loft above a ftone of its weight. And when, to 
avoid this cheat, the hogs were bought alive, it was 
difcovered that the Chinefe gave them fait to increafe 
their thirft, and having thus excited them to drink ' 
great quantities of water, they then took raeafures , 
to prevent them from dilbhaiging it again by urine, * 
and fold the tortured animal in this inflated ftate. 
When the Commodore ‘firft put to fea from Macaa^ 
they pradlifed an artifice of another kind 5 for as the 
Chinefe never fcruple eating any food that dies of 
itfelf, they contrived, by Tome fecret pradices, 
that great part of his live fea-ftore fhoulfi die in a 
Ihort time after it was put on board, hoping to 
make a fecond profit of the dead carcaifes which 
they expeded would be thrown overboard; and two 
thif4si of the hogs dybg before the Centurion waa 
oyt of fight pflaod, many of the Chinefe boats foil 
lowed h^r, oply to pick up the carrion.^ Thele in^ 
ifiances may ferve as a lpecimeh of the rqaonei? of 

this 
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this celebrated Nation, which is often recommended 
to the reft of the world as a pattern of all kinds of 
laudable qualities. But to return : 

The Commodore, towards -the end of Septmher^ 
Jiaving found out (as has been faid) that thofe who 
Jiad contraded to fupply him with fea provifions 
nnd ftores, had deceived him, and that the Viceroy 
had not invited him to an interview, according to 
his promife, he faw it would be impoffible for him 
to furmount the difficulties he was under, without 
going to Canton, and vifiting the Viceroy. And 
therefore, on the 27th of September, he fent a 
aneffage to the Mandarim, who attended the Cm- 
iurwt, to inform him, that he, the Commodore, 
intended, on the firft of OSioker, to proceed in his 
boat to Cantons: Adding, that the dat after he got 
there, he Ihould notify his arrival to the Viceroy, 
and fbould defire him to fix a time for his audience. 
This meflage being delivered to the Mandarine, he 
returned no other anfwer, than that he would ac- 
quaint the Viceroy with the Commodore’s in- 
tentions. In the mean .time all things were pre- 
pared for this ejtpedition ; And the boat’s crew, 
which Mr. Anjon propofed to take with him, were 
cloathed in an uniform drels, refembling that of 
the Watermen on the Ithames j they were in num- 
ber eighteen and a Coxfwain; they had fcarlct 
jackets and blue filk waiftcoats, the whole trim- 
med with fiiver buttons, befides filyer badges on 
their jadeets and .caps. As it was apprehended, and 
cV,en aflerted, that the payment the cuftotpary 
dqties for the Cedturim and her prize, would be 
4 fcfeandW by the Regency of CantOHi and would 
pitvidus to tfeif 
jfeiffioif' to visual fl^e' for '‘Her 

' 'who, 
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lilh fo difhonourable a precedent, took all poffible 
precaution to prevent the Cbinefe from facilitating 
the fuccefs of their unfeafonable pretenllons, by 
having him in their power at Canton. And there- 
fore, the better to fecure his fhip, and the great 
treaiure on board her, againft their projeds, he ap- 
pointed his firfl: lieutenant, Mr. Brett, to be Cap- 
tain of the Centurion, under him, giving him pro- 
per inftrudions for his conduct ; direding him par- 
ticularly, if he, the Commodore, ftiould be detained 
at Canton on account of the duties in difpute, to 
take out the men from the Centurion^ prize, and to 
deftroy her, and then to proceed down the river 
through the Bocca ‘Tigris, with the Centurion alone, 
and to remain without that entrance till he received 
further orders from Mr. Anfon. 

Thefe neceffary fteps , being taken, which were 
not unknown to the Chinefe, it fliould feem as if 
jheir deliberations were in fome fort perplexed 
thereby. It is reafonable to imagine, that they, 
were in general very deCrous of getting the duties 
to be paid them nor perhaps folely in confidcration 
of the amount of thofe dues, but to keep up their 
reputation for addrefs and fubtlety, and to avoid 
the imputation of receding from ckims on which 
they had already fo frequently infifted. However, 
as they nowforefaw that they had no other method 
of fucceeding than by violence, and that even againft 
this the Commodore was prepared ; they were at 
kft difpofed, I conceive, to let the affair drop rather 
than entangle therofelves in an hoftile meafure, 
which they found would oijly expofe them to the 
rii^ue of having the whole navigation of their port^ 
deftroyed, without any ceftaw profpeftof gaining 
ihwr favourite point. 
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But, though there is reafon to conclude, that thefc 
were their thoughts at that rimej yet they couki 
not depart at once from the evafive condudi: to 
which they had hitherto-adhered. Since when th« 
Commodore, on the morning of the iftof OBeher, 
was preparing to fet out for Cantm^ his Linguift: 
came to him from the Mandarine^ who attended 
the fhip, to tell him that a letter had been re- 
ceived from the Viceroy of Canton, defiring the 
Commodore to put off his going thither for two or 
three days. The reality of this meffage was not then 
queftioned j but, in the afternoon of the lame day, 
another Linguift came on board, who, with much 
fceraing fright, told Mr. Anfon, that the Viceroy 
iad expeiftcd him up that day ; that the Council was 
ailembled, and the troops had been under arms to 
receive him j and, that the Viceroy was highly of- 
fended at the difappointment, and had fent the Com- 
modore’s Linguift to prifon, chained, ftippofing 
that the whole had been owing to the Linguift’s 
negligence. This plaafible tale gave the Commo- 
dore great concern, and made him apprehend that 
there was fome treachery defigned him which he 
could not yet fathom. And though it afterwards 
appeared that the whole was a fidion, not one article 
lof it having the leaft foundation yet, for reafons 
beftknown to themfelves, this falfhood was fo well 
fiipported by the artifices of the Chinefe Merchants 
at Cmten^ that three days afterwards, the Commo- 
d<«rc received a letter figned by all the Supercargoes 
«f thc-jSzg-i^fliips then at that place, expreffingtbeif 
great tMKaj&ftcfs dxms what had happened, and ii^. 

fears that fome inftilt would be oifered 

Jtk canafr thither before the V kcroyr 

Utas fully ef the miftafcc. , T<k tfak 'lisH?# 
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Mr. Anfm replied, that he did not believe there had 
been a miftake ; but was perfuaded it was a forgery 
of the Cbinefe to prevent bis vifiting the Viceroy; 
that therefore he would certainly come up to Cantm 
on the 13 th of OBcber^ confident thdX. th.t Chinefe 
would not dare to offer him any itrfuit, as well know- 
ing he fhould want neither power nor inclination to 
make them a proper return. 

On the 13th of OSioher^ the Commodore conti- 
nuing firm to his refolution, all the Supercargoes of 
the Danift)-, and Swe/i^fliips came on board 

the Centurion, to accompany him to Canton, for 
which place he fet out in his barge the fame day, at- 
tended by his own boats , and by thofe of the trading 
fhips, which on this occafion fent their boats to aug- 
ment bis retinue. As he paffed by Wampo, where 
the European veflels lay, 'he was faluted by all Of 
them but the French, and in the evening he arrived 
fafely at Canton, His reception in that city, and 
the moft material tranfaflions from henceforward, 
till the expedition was brought to a period, by the 
return of the Centurion to Great-Britain, fliall be the 
fobjefl: of 'the enfuing chapter. 


C H A P. X. 

Proceedings at the city of Cantorit and the re'- 
turn of the Onturion to England, 

W HEN the Commodore arrived at Canton, he 
wasvifited by the principal Ci&#»^Nferchants^ 
who aSiiffced to appear very much pleafed that he 
had ttidt with no obftrudtion- in getefeg thither; and 
who thence pretended tocondudei'. that the Viceroy 
wasfatisfied about theformer taiflake, the reaK^of 

which 
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"whidi they ftill infifted on. In the converfaition 
which paffed upon this occafion, they took care to 
infinuate, that as foon as the Viceroy fhould be in- 
formed that Mr. Anfon was at Canton., which they 
promifed Ihould be done the next morning, they were 
perfuaded a time would be immediately appointed 
for the vifit, which was the principal bufinels that 
had brought the Commodore to that city. 

The next day the Merchants returned to Mr. An^ 
fon^ and told him, that the Viceroy was then fo 
fully employed in preparing his difpatches for Pekm, 
that there was no getting admittance to him at-pre- 
fent i but that they had engaged one of the officers 
of his Court to give them information, as foon as 
he fhould be at leifure, when they propofed to no- 
tify Mr. Anfon' & arrival, and to endeavour to fix 
the audience, The Commodore was already too 
well acquainted with their artifices not to perceive 
that this was a fallhood ; and had he confulted only 
his own judgment, he would have applied diredly 
to the Viceroy, by other hands. But the Chinefe 
Merchants had fo far prepoflelTed the Supercargoes 
of our {hips with chimerical fears, that they, the 
Supercargoes, were extremely apprehenfive of be- 
ing embroiled with the Government, and of fulFer- 
ing in their intereft, if thbfe meafures were taken, 
which appeared to Mr. Anfon at that time to be the 
moft prudential : And tljerefore, left the malice and 
double dealing of the Cbjnefe might have given rife 
to fome finifter incident^ which would be afterwards 
laid at his door, he refolved to continue pafilve as 
long as it ftibuld appear that he loft no time by thus' 
iufpending his own opinion. In purfaance of this 
refolutfoni he propofed to the EngUfh^ that his 
•srauld engage not to take any immediate ftephlaa- 

fclf 
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fcif for getting admittance to- the Viceroy, provided 
the Chinefe, who contrafted to furnilh his- provi- 
fions, would let him fee that his bread was baked, 
his meat lalted, and his ftores prepared with, the ut- 
moft difpatch. But if by the time when all was ia 
readinefs to be {hipped off, which it was fuppbfed 
would be in about forty days, the Merchants Ihould 
not have procured the government’s permiflion tot 
fend it on board, then the Commodore was deter- 
mined to apply to the Viceroy himfelf. Thefe were: 
the terms Mr. Jnfan thoughtproper to- offer to quiet 
the uneafinefs of the Supercargoes j and, notwith- 
ftandingthe apparentequity of theconditions, many 
difficulties and objeflions were urged v nor would 
the Chinefi agree to the propofal till the Commodore 
bad confented to pay for every article he befpoke 
before it was put ip hand. However, at laft, the 
conirad being paft, it was forae fatisfadion to the 
Commodore to be certain that his preparations were 
now going on j and being himfelf on the fpot, he 
took care to haften them as mucK as poflible. 

During this interval, in which the ftores and pror 
vifions were getting ready, the Merchants continur 
ally entertained Mr. Anfon with accounts of their va- 
rious endeavouR to procure a licence from the Vice- 
roy, and their frequent difappointments : This was 
now a matter of amufement to the Commodore, as 
he was fully fatisfied there was not one word of truth 
in any thii^ they faid. But when all was coropleated, 
and wanted oqly. to befhipped, which wasabout the 
a4dt.of at which time too the N.E. roon- 

Ipoi) was. fet in, he then .refolved to demand an au-^ 
dieoce of the Viceroy, as he was perfuaded that, 
without this ceremony, the grant of a permiffion to- 
take his ftores on board would meet with great dif-, 

ficulty. 
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ficuky. On the 24th of Novemhft therefore, Mr. 
jixf&n fent one of his officers to the Mafidarine who 
commanded the guard of the principal gate of the 
city of CantoH, with a letteSr difefted to the Viceroy. 
When this letter was delivered to x\ic Memdarine^ he 
received the officer who brought it very civilly, and 
took down the contents of it in ChtHefe, and pro- 
mifed that the Viceroy fhould be ifnmediately ac- 
quainted with it but told the officer, it was not ne- 
cef&ry be Ihould wait for an anfwer, becaufe a mef- 
fage would be fent to the Commodore himfclf. 

When Mr. jhfon firft determined to write this 
letter, he had' been under great diflficulties about a 
proper interpreter, as he was well aware that none 
of the Cbimfe, ufually employed as Linguifts; could 
be relied on : But he at laft prevailed With Mr. 
an jB»|'/5/2»Geritleman belonging to the faQ:ory, who 
{poke CMnefe perfeftly well, to accompany his offi- 
cer. This perfbn, who upon that occafion and ma- 
ny others, was of fingular fervice to the Commo- 
dore, had been left at Canton., when a youth, by the 
late Captain Rigly. The leaving him there to learn 
the Chinefe language, was a ttep taken by that Cap- 
tain, merely from his own perfuafioil*of rhe confi- 
derable advantages which the Eafi-India Company 
might one da;jr receive from an Englt/h interpreter ;• 
and th'o’the utiHtyof this meafurehas greatly exceeded 
all that wds expected from it, yet I have not hdard 
thatichas been tothishourimitated; But we' itnpfu- 
dentlychopfe, except in this fmgte inffdlice, tocatty^’ 
on the vafl^tranfadtions of the portof Catfife#, either 
the. ridiculous jargon of broken Englifit^ vfhidh' 
thxtOMikfsfe havelearntjOrby thefufpedteii' 
ihterfikifijtitSa Lit%uifts of other NatbM.’ a 

Two 
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Two days after the fending the abovementioned 
lettet, a fire broke out in the fuburbs of Canton. On 
the firft alarm Mr. Anfon went thither with his offi- 
cers, and his boat’s crew to aid the Chimfe*. When 
he came there, he found that it had begun in afail- 
or’s Ihed, and that by the flightnefs of the buildings, 
and the aukwardnefs of the Chinefey it was getting 
head apace. However, he perceived, that by pull-* 
ing down fome of the adjacent fheds it might eafily 
be extinguillied 5 and particularly obferving that ie 
was then running along a wooden cornice, which 
blazed fiercely, and would immediately communi- 
cate the flame to a great diftance, he ordered his 
people to begin with tearing away that cornice : This 
was prefently attempted, and would have been foon 
executed ; but, in the mean time, he was told, that, 
as there was no Mandarine there, who alone has a 
power to ditedt on thefe occafions, the Chinefe would 
rbake him, the Commodore, anfwerabie for what- 
ever fliould be pulled down by his command. Here- 
upon Mr. Anfon and his attendants defiftedj atid he 
fent them to the Englijh fadory, to affift in fecuring 
the company’s treafure and effeds, as it was eafy to 
forefee that no diftance was a protedion againft the 
rage of fuch a fire, where fo little was done to put 
a ftop to it; fince all the while the Chinefe contented 
themfelves with viewing it, and now and then hold- 
ing one of their idols near it, which they feemed to 
exped fliould check its progrefs. Indeed, at lafl* 
z Mandarine came out of the city, attended by four 
or five hundred firemen : Thefe made fomc feeble 
efforts to pull down the neighbouring houfes j but 
by that time the fire had gready extended itfelf,/ind 
was got amongft the Merchants warehoufes and 
the Chinefe firemen, wanting both Ml and Ipidt; 

Mm were 
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were incapable of checking its violence •, fo that it*; 
fury increafdl upon them, and it was feared the 
whole city would be deftroyed. In this general con- 
fufion the Viceroy himfelf came thither, and the 
Commodore was font to, and was intreated to af- 
ford his affilbnee, being told that he might take any 
meafures he fliouki think moft prudent in the pre- 
fent emergency- Upon this meflage he went thi- 
ther a fccond time,, carrying with him about forty 
of bis people j who, in the fight of the whole city, 
exerted themfelves after fo extraordinary a manner, 
as in that country was altogetlier without example. 
For, behaving with the agility and boldnefs pecu- 
liar to failors, they were rather animated than de* 
terred by the flames and falling buildings amongft 
which they wrought •, whence it was not uncommon 
to fee the moft forward of them tumble tp the 
ground on the roofs, and amidft the ruins of houfes 
which their own efforts brought down under, them. 
By their refolution and adtivity the fire was fbon 
extinguiflied, to the amazement of the Chmefe: 
And it fortunately happened too, that the build- 
ings being all on one floor, and the materials flight, 
the ftamen, notwithttanding their daring behaviour, 
efcaped with no other injuries than fome confide- 
rable bruifes. 

The fire, though at laft thus luckily extinguiflied, 
did great mifehief during the time it continued*, for 
it confumed a hundred fliops and eleven ftreets full 
of wareboufes, fo that the damage amounted to an 
immeinfe furo ; and one of the Chinefe. Merchants, 
well known to th(^ Engltjh, whofe name- was Succoy, 
vm fuppofed, for his own fiiare, to have loft near 
tyfp hundred thoufand pounds fterling. It raged in- 
deed, witlh URufual vioiencei for in many, of the 
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warehoufes there were large quantities of camphire, 
which greatly added to its fury, and produced a 
column of exceeding white flame, which blazed 
up into the air to fuch a prodigious height, that it 
was dillindtly feen on board the Centurion^ though 
flie was at leaft thirty miles diftant. 

W hilft the Commodore and his people were la- 
bouring at the fire, and the terror of its becoming 
general ftill pofleflTed the whole city, feveral of the 
molt confiderable Cbinefe Merchants came to Mr. 
Anfon^ to defiie that he would let each of them have 
one of his foldiers (for fuch they ftiled his boat’s 
crew, from the uniformity of their drefs) to guard 
their ware-houfes and dwelling-houfes, which, from 
the known difhonefty of the populace, they feared 
would be pillaged in the tumult. Mr. Anjon 
granted them this requeft j and all the men that he 
thus furnilhed behaved much to the fatisfaftion of 
the Merchants, who afterwards highly applauded 
their great diligence and fidelity. 

By this means, the refolution of the Englijh in 
maftering the fire, and their trufty and prudent con- 
dud where they were employed as fafeguards, was 
the general fubjed of converfation amongft the Ch> 
nefe. And, the next morning, many of the prin- 
cipal inhabitants waited on the Commodore to thank 
himfcr his afliiftance; frankly owning to him, that 
he had preferved their city from being totally con- 
fumed, as they could never have exiihguilhed the 
fire of themfelves. Soon after roo a meflage came 
to the Commodore from the Viceroy, appointing 
the 30th of November for his audience i which fud- 
den refolution of the Viceroy, in a matter that had 
Been fo long agitated in vain, was atfo owbg to the 
fignal fcrvices performed by Mr. Anfon pd his peot 
' * ' M m a ' pie 



524 Ld. A N S O K-s VOYAGE 

pie at the fire, of which the Viceroy himfelf had 
been in fome mcafurc an tye-witncfs. 

The fixing this bufinefs of the audience, was, on 
every account, a circumftancc mt\\ which Mr. Jn- 
fon was much pleal'ed ■, fiticc lie was liuisfied the 
Cbinefi Government woulJ not have determined 
this point,, without having agreed among them- 
felves to give up their pretentions to the duties 
they claimedy and to grant him ail he could realbn- 
ably aflc. For, as they well knew the Commodore’s 
fentiments, it would have been a piece of impru- 
dence, not confiftent with their refined cunning, to 
have admitted him to an audience only to have con- 
teftedwith-hitn. Being therefore himfelf perfeaijr 
eafy abfcuc the refult of his vifit,, he made the nc- 
ceffary preparations againjfc the day ; and engaged 
Mr. F/i»r, whom I have mentioned befow, tt> 
a<Sl aS’ interpreter ,in die conference; And 
Mr. Flint r in this afiair, as in all others, ,ac(|uitted 
himfelf much to the Commodore’s fetisfaflion j m- 
peating with great boldnefe, and douiitlisfe withi 
exaftnefs, whatever was ^ven him in ehaig 4'5 » 
part which no- Chmfe Linguift would have'pi^ 
formed with any tolerable fidelity. 

At ten o’clock in the morning, on the day a|^ 
poiofied, a Mandarine came to the Commodore, to> 
let him know that the Viceroy was prepared, and 
expefled him 5 on which the Commodore and fab' 
tetinue immediately fet out. As foon as he entered 
the outer gate of the city, he found a guard of two 
hundred Ibldicrs ready to receive him j thefe attend- 
ed.bim to the great parade before the Emperor’fe 
where the Viceroy then refided. In thijf> 
at .«f troops, to the ntraberof 
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very fine appearance, they being all of them new 
cloathed for this ceremony. Mr. Anfon, with his 
retinue, having -pafled through the middle of them, 
be was then conduced to the great hall of audience, 
■where he found the Viceroy feated under a richca- 
mopy in the Emperor’s chair of ftace, with all his 
•'Council of Mandarines attending. Here there was a 
■vacant feat prepared for the Commodore, in whkh 
’he was placed on his arrival. He was ranked the 
•third in order from the Viceroy, there'being above 
him only the two Chiefs of the Law and of the 
Treafury, who in thc-Chinefe Government Jiave pre- 
cedence of all military officers. When the Com- 
TOodore was feated he addrefled himfelf to the Vice- 
Toy by his interpreter, and began with reciting'the 
various methods be had formerly -taken to get an 
audience ; adding, that be imputed the delays be 
had met with to the infincerity of thofe be had em- 
ployed and that he had therefore «o other means 
4eft, than to fend, as he had done, hk own officer 
with a letter to due gate. On the mention of .this the 
Viceroy interrupted the Interpreter, and bid him af- 
fure Mr. Anfon, that the firft knowledge they had 
of hk being at Caniorit was from that letter. Me. 
An/on then proceeded, and told him, that the fub- 
jedsof the King of Gwt Britamxxz.Sva.%toChina^ 
had complained to him, the Commodore, of the 
vexatious impofitions both of the Merchants and in- 
ferior Cuftom-houfe officers, to which they were fre- 
•quentlyneceffitated to fubmit, by reafonef thediffi- 
culty of getting accefe to the Mandarin^ who alone 
«a)uld grant thenj redrefs;: That it was his, Mr. 
AnffX^&t duty, an officer of the King of Great-^ 
Britain, to lay before the Viceroy thefe grievance# 
«of tlw JSri/i® fjjbjcds, which he hoped the Viceroy 
M a* 3 wouM 
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would take into confideration, and would give or- 
ders, that hereafter there fliould be no juft reafon for 
cotnplainr. Here Mr. Anfon paufcd, and waited 
fome time in expedation of an anfwer-, but nothing 
being faid, he afked his interpreter if he was certain 
the Viceroy underftood what he had urged •, the in- 
terpreter told him, he was certain it was underftood 
but he believed no reply would be made to it. Mr. 
Atijcn then reprefented to the V iceroy the cafe of the 
fliip Hajlingfieldt wiiich having been difmafted on 
the coaft of China, had arrived in the river of Can- 
ton but a few days before. The people on board this 
vefll I had been great fuffercrs by the Ere j the Captain 
in particular had all his goods burnt, and had loll bc- 
fides, in the confufion, a cheft of' treafure of four 
thoufand five hundred Tabel, which was fuppofed to 
be ftolen by the Chmfe boat men. Mr. /lajoa there- 
fore defired that the Captain might have the aftiil- 
ance of the Government, as it was apprehended the 
money could never be recovered without the inter- 
pofition of the Mandarines. And to this requeft the 
Viceroy made anfwer, thatin fettling the Emperor’s 
cuftoms for that Ihip, fome abatement Ihould be 
made in confideration of her lofies. 

And now the Commodore having difpatched the 
bufinefs with which the officers of the Eaft-lndsa 
Company bad entrufted him, he entered on his own 
affairs j acquainting the Viceroy, that the proper fea- 
fon was already fet in for returning to Europe, and 
that he wanted only a licence td ffiip off his provi- 
fions and ftores, whifeh were all ready i and that as 
foon as this Ihould be granted him, and he Ihould 
have gotten his neceflarics on board, he intended to 
leave the river of Canton, and to makd the beft <i| 
his, way for Er^knd, The yiccroy're|rUed thi^ 

' . 'that 
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that the licence fliould be immediately iflbed, and 
that every thing Ihould be ordered on board the fol- 
lowing day. And finding that Mr. Anfon had no- 
thing farther to infill on, the Viceroy continued 
the converfation for fome time, acknowledging in 
very civil terms how much the Chtnefe were obliged 
to him for his fignalfervices at the fire, and ow’ning 
that he had faved the city from being deftroyed : 
Then obfcrving that the Centunon had been a good 
while on their coaft, he clofed his difcourfe by wilh- 
ing the Commodore a profperous voyage to Europe. 
After which, the Commodore, thanking him for 
his civility and affiftance, took his leave. 

As foon as the Commodore was out of the hall of 
atidience, he was much prefled to go into a neigh- 
bouring apartment, where there was an entertain- 
ment provided -, but finding, on enquiry, tKt the 
Viceroy himfelf was not to be prefent, he declined 
the invitation, and departed, attended in the fame 
manner as at bis arrival j only on his leaving the-ci- 
ry he was faluted with three guns, which are as ma- 
ny as inthat country are ever fired on any ceremony. 
Thus the Commodore, to his greatjoy, atlaftfinifh- 
ed this troublelbme affair, whi^, for the preceding 
four months, had given him much difquietude. In- 
deed he was highly pleafed with procuring a licence 
for the {hipping off his ftores and provifionsj as 
thereby he was enabled to leturn to Guat-Britain 
with the firftof the monfoons, and to prevent all in- 
telligence of his being expelled : but thi^ though 
a very important point, was not the circumftance 
which gave him the greateft fatisfadlion; for he was 
more particularly attentive totheauthenticprecedent 
(UftabKlhed on' this occafion, by which his Majeltf s 
Mm 4. 
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fliips of war are for the future CKempted from all de- 
mands of duty in any of the ports of China. 

In purfuance of tlie promifes of the Viceroy, the 
provifions were begun to be fent on board the day 
fucceeding the audience j and, four days after, the 
Commodore embarked at Cafiion for the Centurion, 
And now all the preparations for putting to lea w'cre 
purfued with fo much vigilance, and were fo Toon 
compleated, that the yth of t\it Centurion 

and her prize unmoored, and (food down the river, 
pairing through the Bocca Tigris on the loth, On 
this occafion I muft obferve that the Cbinefe had 
taken care to man the two forts, on each fide of that 
palfage,with as many men as they could well contain, 
thegrcateftpartof themarmed with pikes and match- 
lock mufquets. Thefe garrifons alfeiSicd to fhew 
themfelves as muchas poflible to the Ihips, and were 
doubtTefs intended to induce Mr. Jnfon to think 
more reverently than he had hitherto done of the 
Chinefe military power: For this purpofe they were 
equipped with extraordinary parade, having a great 
number of colours expofed to view ; and on the 
caftle in particular there was laid confiderable heaps 
of large ftones; andafbldierofunufual fize, drefled 
in very lightly armour, ftalked about on the para- 
pet with a battle-ax in his hand, endeavouring to put 
on asimportantand martial an air as poflible, though 
fomcof theobfervers on board the Centurion Ihrewd- 
ly fufpe^lcd, from the appearance of his armour* 
tha‘t inftead of fteel k was compofed only of a par- 
ticular kind of glittering paper. 

The Centwion and her prize being oow without 


ROUND THB WORLD. 529 
fore I quit all mention of the Chinefe affairs, to fuh- 
join a few remarks on the difpofition and genius of 
that celebrated people. And though it may be fup- 
pofed, that obfervations made atC£r»/i?«only, a place 
fituated in a corner of the Empire, are very imper- 
fedt materials on which tofound any general conclu- 
■fionsj yetas thofe who have had opportunities of ex- 
amining the inner partsof the country, havebeenevi- 
dently influenced by very ridiculous prepofleflions, 
and as the tranfadions of Mr. Anfon vfith the Regency 
of CarUonviat&^Qi an uncommon nature, in which ma- 
ny circumftances occurred different perhapsfromany 
which have happened before, I hope the followingre- 
fie£tions, many of them drawn from thefe incidents, 
will not be altogether unacceptable to the reader. 

That the Chinefe are a very ingenious.and induflxi- 
ous people, is fufficiently evinced, from the gres^ 
n umber of curious man ufadlures which are eftablifhed 
amongft them, and which are eagerly fought for by 
the moft diftant nations ; but though fkill in the 
handicraft art feems to be the moff: valuable qualifi- 
cation of this people, yet their talents therein are but 
of a fccond rate kind for they are much outdone 
by the 'Japamfe in thofe manufadturcs, which are 
common to both countries -, and they arc in nume- 
rous inftances incapable of rivalling the mechanic 
dexterity of the Europeans. Indeed, their principal 
cxccikncy feems to be imitation *, and they accord- 
ingly labour under that poverty of genius which con- 
ftantly attends all fervile imitators. This is moft 
conspicuous in works which require great truth and 
accumy, as in clocks, watches, fire-arms, Csfe.for 
all thefe, though they can copy thedifferent parts, 
and can form feme refemblancc of the whole, yet 
lliey never could arrive at fuch a juftnefs in their 

fabric 
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fabric as was neceffary to produce the defired ef?ed. 
If we pafs from thofe employed in manufadurcs to 
artifts of a fuperior clafs, as painters, ftatuaries, 
&?<•. in thefc matters they feem to be ftiH more de- 
fedive ; their painters, though very numerous and 
in great efteem, rarely fucceeding in the drawing or 
colouring of human figures, or in the grouping of 
large compofitions ; and though in flowers and birds 
their performances are much more admired, yet even 
in thefe, fome part of the merit is rather to be im- 
puted to the native brightnefs and excellency of the 
colours, than to the flcill of the painter i fince it is 
veryunufual to fee the light andlhade juftly and na- 
turally bandied, or to find that eafe and grace in the 
drawing which are to be met with in the works of 
European artifts. In fliorc, there is a ftiffnefs and mi- 
nutenefs in moft of the CMnefe produdions, which 
are -extremely difpleafing: And it may perhaps be 
trulyaflertedjthat thefe defeds in theirarts are entirely 
owing to the peculiar turn of the people, amongft 
whom nothing great or fpirited is to be met with. 

If we next examine the Cbinefe literature, (taking 
our accounts from the writejs who have endeavoured 
to reprefent it in the moft favourable light) we lliali 
find, that on this head their obffcinacy and abfurdity 
are moft wonderful j fmee though, for many ages, 
they have been furrounded by nations, to whom the 
ofeof lettejrewasfamiliar, yet they, the CMnefe alone, 
have hitherto negleded to avail themfelves of that 
almoft divine invention, and have continued to ad- 
here to the rude and inartificial method of reprefent- 
ing words by arbitrary marks j a method which nc- 
ceffarily renders the number of their charaders too 
greatfoy human memory to manage, makes writing, 
be ^ .ait ^qn^es prodigious applica^ii^ 
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and in which no man can be othervvife than partially 
fltilled ; whilft all reading and underftanding of what 
is written, is attended with infinite obfcurity and 
confufion ; as the connexion between thefe marks, 
and the words they reprefent, cannot be retained in 
books, but muft be delivered down from age to age 
by oral tradition: And how uncertain this muft prove 
in fuch a complicated fubjeft, isfufficiently obvious 
to thpfe who have attended to the variation which all 
verbal relations undergo when they are tranfmitted 
thro’ three or four hands only. Hence it is eafy to 
conclude, that the hiftory andinventions of paftages. 
recorded by thefe perplexed fy mbols, muft frequently 
prove unintelligible ; and confequently the learning 
and boafted antiquity of the nation muft, in nume- 
rous inftances, be extremely problematical. 

However, we are told by many of the Mifliona- 
ries, that, tho’ the (kill of the Chimfe in fcience is 
confeffedly much inferior to thatof the EuropemSt'jet 
the morality and j uftice taught and pradifed by them 
are moft exemplary : So that from the defcriptioa 
given by fome of thefe good fathers, one fliould be 
induced to believe, that the wholeEmpire was a well 
governed affedionatefamily, where theonly contefts 
were, who fhould exert the moft humanity and fo- 
cial virtue. But our preceding relation of the beha- 
viour of the Magiftrates, Merchants, andTradef- 
men, at Canton, fufficiently refutes thefe jefuitical 
fidions. Befide, as to their theories of morality, if 
we may judge from the fpecimens exhibited in the 
works of the Miflionaries, we ftiall find them fre- 
quently employ ed in recommendingridiculousattach- 
ment to Certain frivolous points, inftead of difeuffing 
the proper criterion of human adions, and regulating 
ike gencrai condud of mankind to one another, oa 

reafonable 
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mfonable and equitable principles. Indeed, the 
only pretenfion of the Cbinefe to a more refine4 mo- 
rality than their neighbours, is founded not on their 
integrity or beneficence, but folcly on the aiVeded 
■evennefs of their demeanor, and their conftant at- 
tention tofupprefs all fymptoms of paflion and vio- 
lence. But itmuft faeconfidered, that hypocrifyand 
fraud are often not lefs mifehievous to the generalin- 
terefts of mankind, than impetuofity and vehemence 
■of temper : Since thefe, though ufually liable to the 
imputation of imprudence, do not exclude finccriiy 
beoevolencc^foiution,normanyotherlaudiiblequa- 
iifies. And perhaps, if tlusf»atter was examined to 
the bottom, k would appear, that the calm and pa- 
tfeia: tarn oi dhc on which ifoey fo much va- 

lue themfelvcs, kid which diftingmfhes the Natkia 
from all others, is in reality the fource of tlw moll 
cxceptionaHepart of their charadfeer j for it has been 
often obferved by thofe who have attended to the 
nature of mankind, that it is dtfficuk to ;oarb the 
more robuft and violent paffions, without augment- 
ing, at the lame time, the force of thefelfifooneat 
So that the timidity, dilTimulation, and dilhonefly 
of the Cbinefe, may, in fome fort, be owing to the 
^nspofure and external decency fo univerfally pre- 
wailing in that Empire. 

Thus much for the general difpofition of the peo- 
fSe: But I cannot difmifs this fubjed without add- 
ing a few words about the CUnefe Government, that 
too having been the fobjeil of boundlcfs panegyric. 
And on this head I muft obferve, that the favourable 
ataftwtsoften given of their prudent reguktioBs for 
their domeSic affairs, arefoilB- 
x:iemly ooirfhtod by their tranfafticBaswith Mr, j{&- 
'fm: as 'WebaVtlheu that cbar-MagflhatKs aae coiKt'' 
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iiopt, their people thievilh, ind their tribunals ve- 
HaJ, and abounding with artifice. Nor is the con- 
ftitution of the Empire, or the general orders of the 
State, lefs liable to exception ; fince that form of 
Government, which does not in the firft place pro- 
vide for the fecuricy of the pubhc againft the en- 
terprizes of foreign powers, is certainly a moft de- 
feftive inftitution ; And yet this populous, thb 
rich and extenfive country, fo pompouQy cele- 
brated for its refined wifdom and policy, was con- 
quered about an age fince by a handful of Tartars 
and even now, through the cowardice of the inha- 
bitants, and the want of proper military regula- 
tions, it continues expofed not only to the attempts 
of any potent State, but to the ravages of every 
petty invader. I have already obferved, on occa- 
fion of the Commodore’s difputes with the Chimf&t 
that the Centurion alone was an overmatch for all the 
naval power of that Empire : This perhaps may 
appear an extraordinary pofition j but to render it 
unqueftionable, there is exhibited in the forty-fecond 
plate the draught of two of the veffels made ufe of 
by the Chiuefe. The firft of thefe, marked (A), is 
a junk of about a hundred and twenty tuns burthen, 
and was what the Centurion hove down by j thefe 
ate mod uied in the great rivers, tho’ they fome- 
times ferve for fmall toafling voyages : The other 
junk, marked (B), is about two hundred and 
eighty tuns burthen, and is of the fame form with 
tholl* in which they trade to Cochinchim, Manila^ 
Batavia^ and 'ppany tho’ fume of their trading 
veflels are of a imu'h laq .er fize •, its head, which 
isrcpKdrntcd at (Ci, is pcrfedly fiat*, and when 
the veflcl is deep Luka, the kcond or third plank 
«sf this fiat furface is oft-iimts under water. The 
isafbi fiuU, and of ihefe vefkh are ruder 

than 
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than the built*, for their malls arc made of trees, no 
otherwife faOiioneti than by barking them, and 
lopping off their branches. Each m-all has only two 
fhrouds of twilled rattan, which arc often both 
fhifted to the weatherfidej and the halyard, when 
the yard is up, ferves inftead of a third fltroud. The 
fails arc of mat, ftrengthened every three feet by 
an horizontal rib of bamboo; they run «{»on the 
maft with hoops, as is reprelenced in the figure, and 
when they are lowered down they fold upon the 
deck. Thefe traders carry no cannon ; and it ap- 
pears, from this whole defcriptlon, that they arc 
utterly incapable of refifting any European armed 
Veflel. Nor is the State provided with fhips of con- 
fiderable force, or of a better fabric, to proted their 
merchantmen t For at Canton,, where doubtlefs thetr 
principal naval power is ftationed, wc faw no more 
than four men of war junks, of about three hundred 
tuns burthen, being of the make already deferibed, 
and mounted only with eight or ten guns, the 
largefl of which did not exceed a four pounder. 
This may luffice to give an idea of the defencelels 
Hate of the Chinefe Empire. But it is time to re- 
turn to the Commodore, whom 1 left with liiS two 
Ihips without the Becca tigris, and who, on the 
izth of T)ee,inhcr^ anchored before the town of 
Macao. 

Whim the Ihips lay here, the Merchants of Aftf- 
cao finilhed their purchafe of the galeon, for which 
they refufed to give more than 6000 dollars : T^iis 
was greatly Ihort of her value, but the inapa^cnce of 
the, Commodore to get to fca, to which the Mer- 
Grangers, prtwtJpted to infill 
.on th^ unequal tern3&,,.j^i learnt 

eijough irqm the ''k.^^o^ .tsp 
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that the war with Spain was ftill continued ; and that 
probably the French might engage in the affiftance 
of Spain., before he could arrive in Great-Britain^ 
and therefore, knowing that no intelligence could 
come to Europe of the prize he had taken, and the 
treafure he had on board, till the return of the mer- 
chantmen from Canton,, he was refolved to make all 
poflible expedition in getting back, that he might 
be himlelf, the firft meflenger of his own good 
fortune, and might tliereby prevent the enemy 
from forming any projedta to intercept him : For 
theft* reafons, he, to avoid all delay, accepted of 
the fum offered for the galeon 5 and fhe being de- 
livered to the Merchants the 15th of Decembert 
1 743, the Centurion, the fame day, got under fail* 
on her return to England. On the 3d of Jan^aty, 
flit* came to anchor at Prince’s JJland in the Streights 
of Sunda, and continued there wooding and water- 
ing till the 8th ; when Ihe weighed and ftood for 
the Cape of Good Hope^ where, on the 1 1 th of March,. 
Arc anchored in Table-bay, 

The Cape of Good Hope is fitoated in a temperate 
climate, where tlie excefics of heat and cold arc 
rarely known j and the Butch inhabitants, who are 
numerous, and who here retain their native induf- 
try, have Clocked it with prodigious plenty of all 
foi:ts of fruits and provifion j moft of which, either 
from theequamy of the fcafons, or the peculiarity 
of the foil, arc more delicious in their kind than 
can be met with elfewherc: So that by thele, and 
Iby the excellent water which abounds there, this fet- 
titettient is the beft provided of any in the khowji 
for ihe refrelhtnent of ftatnen after 
■ Hew Ae'ipMiKripdore cuw 

4c%hted wth 
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which* by its extraordinary accommodations, the 
healihinei& of its air, and the piaurefqoe appear- 


ance of the country, the whole enlivened too by 
the addition of a civilized colony, was not difgraced 
on a comparifon with the valiies of Juan Fernandes 
and lawns of Tinian. During his ftay he entered 
about forty new men j and having, by the 3d of 
April 1744, complcated his water and provifion, he, 
on that day, weighed and put to lea. The 19th of 
April they faw the Ifland of Su Hehiat which how- 
ever they did not touch at, but ftood on their way ^ 
and driving in foundings, about the beginning of 
Jtme^ they, , on the loth of that month, fpoke with 
. an ^J^delpbia, fmm whom 

they received thc &fc inteUigence of a Fretub war. 
By the tath of June they got Tight of thes Lizard h 
and the 15th in the evening, to their ihhmtcjoy, 
they came fafe to an anchor at Spithead, But duut 


^e filial perils, which had fd often threatned them 
in thepiecedingpartof tbeenterprize, flight pur- 
fue them to the very laft, Mr. Artfen learn 4 ionlm s®* 
that there was a Frmdi fleet oF ttJnfideiahk. 
force ^igng in the chops of, theChayinel, wMch„ 
Ibm the ^epunt of ih^ poAtion, hf found the 
thrtmgj|i|,^an4',i^ been alt the' 







